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The Lebanese Parliamentary Electoral Law (2017): New 

Law, Same Old Story 

 

Said Ghazi Souki 

 

ABSTRACT 

The unwavering influence of electoral laws in sustaining and developing a republic 

makes it ever so crucial in today’s wobbling democratic state of Lebanon. At the 

center of it all is the issue of proper presentation, which can make or break an 

electoral law. The following thesis dissects the latest parliamentary electoral law 

(2017) in order to establish how successful it will be in establishing proper 

representation and in the everlasting objective to eliminate sectarianism while 

countering corruption, and how it compares to the previous law in this regard. As we 

explore various independent variables that affect its success, we will discuss the 

established literature about the major types of electoral systems and their relative 

advantages and disadvantages, plus various forms of power sharing, and the issue of 

corruption in the electoral process. 

Keywords: Electoral, Laws, Lebanon, Democracy, Representation, Sectarianism, 

Corruption 

 

 

 



	 viii	

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I- Introduction                                                                                         1 

1.1 Overview                                                                                                                 1 

1.2 Significance                                                                                                            2 

1.3 Research parameters                                                                                               3 

1.4 Impediments                                                                                                            3 

II- Literature Review                                                                                                  5 

2.1 Electoral Systems                                                                                                    5 

2.1.1 Majoritarian Electoral Systems                                                                         5 

2.1.2 Proportional Representation Systems                                                               8 

2.1.3 Mixed System                                                                                                 10 

2.1.4 The New Electoral System in Lebanon (2017)                                               13 

2.2 Electoral Quotas, Consociational Theory, and Confessional System                   15 

  2.2.1 Electoral Quotas                                                                                               16 

  2.2.2 The Consociational Theory                                                                              17 

  2.2.3 Confessional System                                                                                        17 

2.3 Corruption Surrounding the Electoral Process                                                     18 

   2.3.1 Political Corruption                                                                                        18 

   2.3.2 Electoral Systems and Corruption                                                                  19 

III- Hypothesis Development                                                                                   22 

IV- Method                                                                                                                29 

4.1 Research Design                                                                                                   29 

4.2 Illustration of Questionnaire                                                                                 29 

4.3 Instrumentation                                                                                                     34 

V- Statistics Results                                                                                                  35 



	 ix	

5.1 Demographics                                                                                                       35 

5.2 Score & Factor Analysis                                                                                       37 

5.3 Group Statistics                                                                                                     42 

   5.3.1 Perception of Old Vs. New Across Gender Categories                                  42 

   5.3.2 Perception of Old Vs. New Across Educational Level                                   44 

5.4 Paired Samples Statistics                                                                                      48 

VI- Discussion and Inferences                                                                                 50 

6.1 Discussion                                                                                                             50 

6.2 Inferences                                                                                                              51 

VII- Conclusion                                                                                                         52 

7.1 Summary                                                                                                               52 

7.2 Conclusion                                                                                                            52 

7.3 Future Investigation                                                                                              53 

VIII- References                                                                                                        54 

IX- Appendix                                                                                                             60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 x	

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 1: Awareness                                                                                               31 

Table 2: New law; Corruption, ethical behavior, use of money, and campaign 

expenditures                                                                                                          31  

Table 3: New law; Turnout rate, minorities, and sectarianism                             31 

Table 4: New law; Educational level, socio-economical factors, fairness           32 

Table 5: Previous law; Corruption, ethical behavior, use of money, and campaign 

expenditures                                                                                                          32 

Table 6: Previous law; Turnout rate, minorities, and sectarianism                      33 

Table 7: Previous law; Educational level, socio-economical factors, fairness     33 

Table 8: Age                                                                                                          35 

Table 9: Gender                                                                                                    36 

Table 10: Marital Status                                                                                       36 

Table 11: Education Level                                                                                   36 

Table 12: Working Status                                                                                     37 

Table 13: AWRNS                                                                                                37 

Table 14: ETHNS                                                                                                 38 

Table 15: MONNS                                                                                                38 

Table 16: CAMNS                                                                                                39 

Table 17: TURNS                                                                                                 39 

Table 18: MINNS                                                                                                 40 

Table 19: SECNS                                                                                                  40 

Table 20: SOENS                                                                                                  41 

Table 21: FAINS                                                                                                   41 



	 xi	

Table 22: Gender Group Statistics                                                                        43 

Table 23: Educational Level Group Statistics                                                      45 

Table 24: Paired Samples Correlations                                                                 48 

Table 25: The Survey                                                                                            61 

 

 

 

 

 



	 1	

Chapter One 

Introduction 

 

In this chapter the notion of election as an integral part of a democracy is introduced 

while highlighting the Lebanese conditions, the current significance of this endeavor, 

the parameters used, and encountered impediments.  

 

1.1 Overview 

The Lebanese constitution states “Lebanon is a parliamentary democratic republic” 

and continue to describe what that entails in terms of “the people are the source of 

authority and sovereignty” which is the definition of a democracy. U.S. president 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) defined democracy as “ Government of the people, by 

the people, for the people”. The term itself is Greek and translates into “ rule by the 

simple people”. Although such definitions are too standard but they still stand true to 

the purpose of what a Democracy as a form of government should be. In order for it 

to be feasible for the people to rule, delegates should be chosen by them to represent 

them in government, hence the importance of a fair and representative election laws 

to organize such delegation of power. On a side note, the problem of assuring proper 

presentation can complicate the application of a democratic governing but it remains 

the most appropriate for lack of a better alternative or as more adequately said by 

former British prime minister Sir Winston Churchill “No one pretends that 

democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst 

form of government except all those other forms that have been tried from time to 

time”. 
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Although proper representation is a substantial problem that Democracies face and 

struggle to uphold, in Lebanon the problem is twofold for its Democracy seems to be 

conditional. As the Lebanese constitution continues in affirming equality before the 

law and in civil and political rights, it becomes evident that any equality among the 

Lebanese people will be governed by Confessionalism until its abolishment through 

a staged plan that we are yet to see any hint of twenty-eight years since the last 

amendment of the constitution on September 21, 1990. Confessionalism is defined as 

a form of Consociationalism, which is a political system that is produced by the 

collaboration of different social groups on the ground of distributed power. In 

Confessionalism, a political and institutional control is allocated proportionally 

among the various religions and sects. Thus insuring proper representation is not 

enough, for representation in a Confessional state is guarded by certain quotas for 

each religion and its corresponding sects that is supposed to be proportional to 

relative population but turns a blind eye to any demographic change. 

As if drafting a successful election law that provides proper representation in a 

confessional state isn’t enough of a challenge, in peeks the ugly head of corruption to 

further complicate such endeavor. According to the 2017 corruption index made by 

Transparency International, Lebanon ranks 143 out 175 countries in the least corrupt 

ranking. Corruption in Lebanon permeates all its facets from the judicial system to 

police to public services to public procurement. In such a corrupt surroundings one 

can’t help but wonder how legitimate any election result can be and doubt even the 

proper motives of the legislatures when drafting an election law. 

 

1.2 Significance  
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After almost ten years since the last election was held in Lebanon, and following six 

years without a viable election law that all factions could agree upon, a new electoral 

law saw the light utilizing a new electoral system never before used in Lebanon. 

Although it was generally seen as a welcoming change to a stagnating democracy, 

confusion quickly followed in terms of how the new law is to be applied and what 

will be its consequences with many throwing doubt over its success and whether it is 

a positive amendment to the old system. 

Due to the fact that it’s a new electoral law utilizing a new system, there are very few 

studies about it, especially in terms of the degree of success it will accomplish in 

providing proper representation while going a step forward to eliminating 

sectarianism and countering corruption. 

 

1.3 Research Parameters 

The purpose of this research is to examine how successful and effective the new 

parliamentary electoral law will be in establishing proper presentation, eliminating 

sectarianism, and countering corruption. We will explore such relationship through 

the mediating effects of awareness, ethical standards, election spending, use of 

money, turnout rate, minority protection, sectarianism, educational level, social 

factors, and fairness. We shall observe as well the general perception to the new law 

when compared to the previous one. 

 

1.4 Impediments  

Since the new electoral law adapted the proportional system with preferential vote 

for the first time in Lebanon, the data as such is still lacking. Some if not many of the 

voters are still not aware about how this electoral system works and thus their 
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perception of it is still not complete. Also the limited sample size of the survey 

hinders from reaching more accurate deductions and hence results, and by limiting 

the survey due to time constraints to LAU students and alumni, a whole group of 

voters mainly the less educated and with lower income has been disregarded. 

However, we hope to expand our survey beyond the scope of this thesis in the future 

given time and resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 5	

Chapter Two 

Literature Review 

 

This chapter will detail the established literature on electoral systems and the theory 

behind them in addition to detailing the newly adapted electoral law in Lebanon. It 

will also discuss electoral quotas and confessional systems, and finally corruption 

surrounding the electoral process. 

 

2.1 Electoral Systems 

There are several electoral systems used in democratic countries, and it can’t be said 

that one is better than the other; what works for one country in a certain situation 

may not be as successful for another. According to established literature there are 

three main types of electoral systems: Majoritarian, proportional, and mixed systems. 

There are several sub-categories in each that we’ll attempt to cover here forth as we 

dissect the components of each system while highlighting the advantages and 

disadvantages of each and its prevalence. 

 

2.1.1 Majoritarian Electoral Systems 

Majoritarian electoral systems are considered the oldest and simplest system that 

dates back to the 12th century (Norris, 1997). A survey found that 83 out of 150 

countries use this system (inter-parliamentary union, 1993). It includes plurality, 

second ballot and alternative vote. 

 

Plurality System 
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The plurality, which is also called “first past the post”, is used for lower chamber 

election in countries like United Kingdom, India and various commonwealth states. 

It aims at creating a majority in parliament and hurt the chances of scattered 

minorities. In this winner takes all variation the aim is to attain effective government 

with disregard to minority representation (Norris, 1997). It usually results in single-

party governments (Raabe and Linhart, 2006). Plurality systems favors a two party 

system but discourages small parties and minority representation, thus its advantage 

lies in helping to create a more powerful one party government (Lijphart and 

Grofman, 1984). It is meant to produce a parliamentary majority (Rose, 1983). 72% 

of majority systems utilizing plurality result in a one party parliamentary majority 

(Blais and Carty, 1988) and a one party majority is considered to contribute to the 

stability of a government (Blondel, 1968). However in a majority system country 

where minorities are concentrated along one or several electoral districts, the said 

minorities are favored to win seats under the single member single-plurality system 

FPTP as long as they concentrate their votes on one or few candidates. However in 

case of having the votes split or distributed their chances will decrease substantially 

and the same is true if a minority is spread among various electoral zones (Hine, 

2009). 

 

In this system a state is divided into single member districts with equivalent 

population, and the candidate with the highest share of votes wins as in the case of 

the Unites States’ House election where also the boundaries are assessed periodically 

to affirm equal representation. All that is needed by candidates is to attain at least 

one more vote than its rivals to win with no regard to a minimum threshold or 

absolute majority. 
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The chances of minorities reaching parliament is highly dependent on the 

concentration of votes favoring them where the spreading of votes along various 

electoral districts greatly hurt their chances (Norris, 1997). 

While social clusters concentrated in one area can have a much better chance of 

winning in subsequent electoral districts (Rule and Zimmermann, 1992). 

 

Second Ballot Majority-Runoff Systems 

In second ballot majority-runoff systems which is used in France’s presidential 

election for example, a candidate must acquire absolute majority to be elected else a 

second round is held between the two candidates with the highest votes. 

This system is adapted in 15 of 25 countries that use direct presidential election like 

Russia and Austria and is also used for the national assembly elections in France 

Its goal is to establish greater support for the winner and the formation of alliances 

(Norris, 1997). A second ballot system can again increase the chances for minorities 

to have a representative by allowing them to vote for their second choice in case their 

first is eliminated in the first round but it will always depends on the rift between 

their two choices of representatives (Hine, 2009). Also according to Blais (1991) 

under absolute majority the elected candidate possess more legitimacy while 

extremist parties are weakened. It guarantees that each representative is accepted by 

a majority of voters that is more likely to affirm acceptability and stability. 

 

Alternative Vote System 

In Alternative vote system an absolute majority of 50% of votes is needed where the 

candidate with the lowest number of votes is eliminated and their votes are 
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distributed among the rivals until the absolute majority is reached. Voters rank in 

order their candidates according to their preferences instead of voting for just one 

candidate. Such is the case the House of Representatives election in Australia. Its 

aim is to provide more effective governance but also discriminates against minorities 

according to Norris (1997). 

 

2.1.2 Proportional Representation Systems 

While majoritarian systems aims and focuses on providing governability, 

proportional systems’ objective is to insure that minority voices have more weight 

and increases their chances of having representatives in the parliament (Norris, 

1997). Proportional systems aim at proper representation of various voters’ factions 

in the parliament in order to provide fair governance. It is also said to give minorities 

a better chance of having a representative in the parliament.  

 

The proportional system thus can lead to more parties in which can however limit in 

a sense the accountability of each parties and the subsequent retribution by the voters 

towards their representatives (Powell, 2000).  

 

Proportional Systems can be divided into two major types: Party lists systems and 

Single transferable vote. 

 

Party Lists Systems 

Proportional systems that uses party lists is widely adapted in Europe, also 57 out of 

150 countries worldwide use this system (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993). 
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In general the seats won are distributed according to the number of votes won by 

each party list, however there are many variations concerning the implementation of 

this system. 

 

In some electoral systems like in Italy or Finland, the party lists are left open where 

the voters choose their preferred candidates from one particular list. 

In others like Germany or Spain, voters are restricted to choosing only the party 

where the preferences among the said list are decided by the party alone through the 

ranking order (Norris, 1997). 

 

In most cases the party lists are divided along districts for example in Belgium, it is 

divided into seven zones with each having between 2 and 34 possible seats. However 

there are extreme cases where the whole country is one constituency. 

There are also different formulas utilized by different countries concerning the 

allocation of votes to seats. 

 

In the highest average method the number of votes won by each party is divided 

consecutively by a sequence of divisors where the parties that receives the highest 

ensuing proportion get the seats accordingly.  

 

The d’Hondt formula that uses divisors (1,2,3, etc.) is the most utilized. Another 

formula called Saint-Lague divides the votes by a series of odd number (1,3,5, etc.) 

in its “pure” form, while a modified version only substitute the first divisor by 1.4 

(Norris, 1997). 
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Another method that recently got adopted in the new electoral law in Lebanon is the 

“largest remainder”. It applies a minimum quota with various ways of calculating it. 

In Denmark and recently in Lebanon the Hare quota is used. In this process the total 

number of seats apportioned divides the total number of valid votes in each electoral 

zone. In South Africa and Greece, the Droop Quota is used and it differs from the 

Hare quota by adding one to the number of seats that is to divide the total number of 

votes, and it is said to result in a somewhat less proportional outcome. 

 

Single transferable vote 

Considered as a semi-proportional system, and is used in Ireland, Malta but with 

some alterations. In this system a state is divided into various electoral zones with 

each having four or five seats. Parties can nominate as much candidates as they want 

with some limitations like in Lebanon where a list must nominate at least 40% of the 

possible seats to be valid. The choice of preference among the candidates is left for 

the voters to rank. The minimum quota required by the candidates to be elected is 

produced by dividing the total number of votes by the total number of seats in each 

zone (Norris, 1997). It affirms that the party with the most votes will receive the 

most seats. However it also ensures that minorities have some representation. 

  

2.1.3 Mixed Systems 

 Considered a relatively new system adopted by countries such as Germany, Italy and 

Russia with various alterations. As the name implies, it is a mixture of the 

majoritarian and proportional system where part of the members are elected by 

majority voting in single-member electoral zones and the rest are elected through 

closed lists constituencies based on a proportional system (Norris, 1997). 
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Reformers have tried to reach a middle ground between majoritarian and 

proportional systems by creating a hybrid in hope of getting the best of both worlds 

(Shugart and Wattenberg, 2001). The aim was that mixed member system would 

give better chances of representation for minorities without weakening the 

government through splitting the party system too much (Bawn and Thies, 2003). 

Since both the majority system and the proportional systems perform inadequately in 

the other’s feature where the first lacks high representation while the second leads to 

weaker governance, a middle ground that balances both can be a needed solution 

(Lijphart, 1984). 

 

The challenge lies in designing an electoral system that fulfills the major objectives 

of both systems (Raabe, 2015). 

Both objectives seem to contradict each other where the more representative a 

system is the less concentration it provides and consequently results in a weaker 

government, and the opposite is true, which makes the need for a middle ground 

more desirable (Carey and Hix, 2011). 

 

The primary method to solve this problem is by joining the two major elements of 

both systems in a mixed-member electoral system (Birch, 2003). 

The successes of mixed system in Germany lead to a wave of adapting this system in 

the late 1980s and early 1990s in countries such as Japan and New Zealand (Saalfeld, 

2005). 

The reason for why mixed-member system can deliver both proportionality and 

concentration is because elections in a single member constituency should lead to 

smaller parties forming political blocs (Shughart and Wattenberg, 2001). 
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Although the general benefit of the mixed-member system is considered to be 

reached with no regard to the specifics of such system (Shughart, 2001), the mixed 

member proportional type where any disproportionality resulting from the plurality 

stage is countered by the proportional one, is considered more adequate than the 

mixed member majoritarian form where both stages run separately (Nishikawa and 

Herron, 2004). 

 

The secondary method is in applying an altered proportional system with moderate 

constituencies scales (Carey and Hix, 2011). 

 

The argument here also is that the said method should also result in a balance 

between proportionality and concentration because moderate constituencies scales 

between 3 and 9 produce better representation in contrast to plurality in single 

member constituencies and also pushes voters to collude for choosing the most 

adequate candidates (Carey and Hix, 2011).  

 

Although both methods of mixed systems is thought to provide a better outcome with 

regards to not having to trade off between the two major elements of an electoral 

system: proportionality and concentration, several scholars point that mixed systems 

can lead to undesirable outcomes by combining the weakness of both pure systems 

by disrupting proportionality and still failing to reach concentration (Monroe, 2003). 

Such is the case in countries where diverse parties compete in different 

constituencies because of low party nationalization (Morgenstern et al., 2009). 
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2.1.4 The New Electoral System in Lebanon (2017) 

The latest parliamentary election law to be used was law number 25 dated 8/10/2008, 

and it reverted and was shamelessly called law of 1960 as if going back to the 

provisions of a law made almost half a century ago is a good thing. Still at the time it 

was considered an improvement over in terms of how the districts were divided that 

was supposed to provide better representation and more equal chances for nominees 

to win. Law number 25 as all previous election laws was a majority electoral system 

where winner takes all and with no regards for minorities outside of the sectarian 

quotas which by itself were manipulated to further empower certain political powers. 

There were only alterations of previous laws in terms of the distribution of the 

electoral zones which were thought to provide a better, even if not ideal, 

representation. 

 

After several months of deliberate infractions on the constitution where the 

parliament had the audacity to extend their terms giving various senseless reasons, 

the parliament and through it the majority of the political forces in Lebanon settled 

on a new parliamentary election law “law number 44 dated 17/6/2017. The new law 

provided major changes over all previous ones, the most prominent of which is 

adapting a proportional electoral system and utilizing a preferential voting to 

separate between the nominees. 

 

Lebanon became divided into 15 major electoral zones and amongst them were 27 

minor electoral zones. The purpose of the latter was determining the winners through 

their advantage in preferential votes. The voters in some areas where there’s a minor 

electoral zones can only choose to use their preferential vote to someone in the minor 
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electoral zone they belong to even if they were voting for the whole list which 

includes nominees from another minor electoral zone and which combined form a 

major electoral zone. 

 

The number of MPs remains 128 for the first election to be done under the new law 

however that number will rise by six in the next election as six seats will be added 

and given to the six major sects in Lebanon and elected by Lebanese in diaspora 

were one will be elected from each continent. But again that number will go down to 

128 in the election that follows, as that quota of six will be taken from the already 

established 128. 

 

Another important evolution to the election law is the use of electronic magnetic card 

that will allow any voter to elect at his place of residence without having to commute 

to his hometown to practice his right. Apart from the obvious benefit of such 

magnetic cards in terms of facilitating voting for the voters, it can also help release 

certain voters from political or social pressure to vote for a certain nominee for fear 

of repercussions against him in his hometown. Worth noting is that the electronic 

magnetic card still requires a decree by the government and other amendments in 

order to be viable and thus it may not be applied in the upcoming election. 

The voting papers will be issued by the ministry and will be certified, and those are 

the only ones accepted to be used in the election unlike previous elections were the 

voters could pick and choose whatever names the decide on from the voters, and 

form their own lists. In the new law the nominees will be organized in fixed lists 

each of which should contain at least 40% of the number of seats from each minor 

election zone and no less than three seats. 
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In calculating the winners and losers certain criterion are adapted to separate between 

the two. First in terms of allocating the seats between the competing lists, and 

election quotient must be determined by dividing the number of voters in each major 

election zone by the number of seats designated to that zone. The lists that don’t get 

the election quotient will be disqualified and the election quotient will be re-

calculated after taking deducting the votes that the disqualified list got. The seats will 

then be distributed among the competing lists according to the percentage of votes 

they got. 

 

After allocating the seats among the qualified lists, the names of its nominees will be 

organized in one list from the highest percentage of preferential votes a nominee got 

in his minor election zone to the least. The said percentage will be calculated by 

dividing the total of his preferential votes by the total number of preferential votes 

the qualified lists got. Then the seats will be distributed starting from the top of the 

list and onwards under the condition that if the seats allocated to a certain sect is 

filled, the rest of the nominees from that sect are out of the competition. Also if the 

designated share of seats for a certain list is completed the rest of the nominees will 

be overlooked. 

 

 

2.2 Electoral Quotas, Consociational Theory, and Confessional 

System 

In an attempt to include most or all factions of a society in the governance of a 

country, legislators have sought a more elaborate and in certain instances complex 

manners to achieve this target. Whether it was born out of necessity to end an 
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internal conflict or out of a firm belief in the right of representation, electoral quotas, 

the consociational theory and the confessional system all aim to provide power 

sharing among the different factions of one particular society but to different 

degrees. 

 

2.2.1 Electoral Quotas 

Adapting an electoral quotas has been growing in recent years and considered an 

important political reform. A large part of it deals with including in the constitution 

or electoral law provisions that it requires a certain proportion of female candidates 

(Dahlerup, 2006) and in other cases certain quotas based on language, ethnicity, race, 

religion and other various identity groups (Krook & O’Brien, 2010). A certain 

number of seats are to be designated only for members of that certain group 

(Reynolds, 2011). 

 

According to emerging literature, the debate over electoral quotas extends beyond 

including and increasing the representation of women and minority groups. It’s said 

to affect the quality of elected officials for better or for worse, and change the 

societal perception towards these groups in terms of their political participation 

(Franceschet et al., 2012). However there’s still no conclusive evidence to whether 

such quotas lead to the empowerment of group members (Krook & Zetterberg, 

2014). 

 

Electoral quotas in general have two main goals; the first is protecting a minority 

group by allocating seats to this group in order to counteract previous persecution 

towards them, the second is sharing of power through the distribution of most or all 
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seats among all the groups in a country based on different elements such as religion 

or ethnicity with an aim to provide political stability in a divided state (Krook & 

O’Brien, 2010). 

 

2.2.2 The Consociational Theory 

The Consociational theory that was primarily developed by Arend Lijphart provides 

that divided societies and ethnically and religiously segregated states can be 

successfully ruled by incorporating four basic consociational principles. 

The first is executive power sharing where all of the major groups participate in 

executive power through a representative in the government. 

The second is autonomy where each group has a certain level of self-government in 

matters pertaining to cultural or religious matters. 

The third is proportionality where each group is represented in proportion to its 

population in major public institutions. 

The fourth is veto rights that give each group the right to block any modifications 

that might gravely affect their fundamental securities (McGarry & O’Leary, 2006). 

The objectives are: stability, continued power sharing agreements, survival of 

democracy, and avoiding violent clashes. 

In cases where it is caused by religious fractions, it becomes Confessionalism. 

 

2.2.3 Confessional System 

According to Suleiman (1967) Confessionalism in Lebanon limits the possibility of 

modernizing the electoral process, and all other reforms will be wasted unless the 

Confessionalism is eliminated. 
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Confessionalism in Lebanon represents the Arabic word “Ta’ifiyya”, which has three 

different but connected expressions; the first relates to religious bias and although 

everyone condemns it, it is still prevalent. The second pertains to biased actions 

based on sectarian motives. The third is the general concept of Confessionalism that 

is the sharing of power through the distribution of parliamentary seats in addition to 

governmental and civil service posts based on some agreed upon ratios that may or 

may not be proportional to the population of each group (Suleiman, 1967). 

 

2.3 Corruption Surrounding the Electoral Process  

It may not matter what type of electoral system is adapted or how it deals with proper 

representation and the sharing of power among the various factions of certain 

country. One aspect of elections can ruin even the most carefully planned electoral 

system, and that is corruption. Be it in an extreme level where ballots are hidden or 

exchanged or to a lesser degree through the use of money to alter opinions through 

shady campaigns or even paying voters money for their votes, there’s no denying of 

the destructive effect of corruption on the success of an election and hence an 

electoral law. 

 

2.3.1 Political Corruption 

Different countries experience different levels of corruption but the detrimental 

effect is universal. The economy is weighted down (Knack & Keefer, 1995) as the 

public loses faith in their rulers (Seligson, 2002), which makes corruption 

detrimental not only to politics but also to the economy as a whole. Corruption can 

additionally undermine the integral process of accountability through election in the 

cases where delinquent financing is used to gain advantages during elections. Such is 
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the situation in many democratic countries where gaining public office is greatly 

favored and election campaigns are costly (Chang & Golden, 2007). 

The manner of holding public officers accountable through elections is greatly 

impaired whenever the source of funding of elections is from illegal entities 

(Schumpter, 1942). 

 

Political corruption is thought to be one of the most damaging yet unsolved 

complications shared by many countries (della Porta and Vannucci , 1999). A 

substantial amount of literature has acknowledged the toxic results of corruption on 

the political and economic aspects of a country (Anderson and Tverdova , 2003).  

Due to the effects of political corruption, the literature on corruption grows. In broad 

standings, current literature has related political corruption to certain political and 

economical elements like political responsibility (Alt and Lassen, 2003), political 

institutes (Gerring and Thacker 2004), economical rivalry (Ades and di Tella 1999), 

and globalization (Sandholtz and Gray 2003).  

 

2.3.3 Electoral Systems’ Relation to Corruption 

It is agreed upon that the type of electoral system can affect the demeanor of the 

political facets during election. A major factor of an electoral system that plays a big 

part in the conduct of the nominees is the dimension of the competition in terms of 

whether it is among nominees of the same party or between competing ones. In the 

former where nominees from the same party compete against each other, said 

nominees will resort to pursuing personal votes that will give them advantage over 

their nominated party members instead of relying on the party (Samuels, 1999). Each 

nominee will have to attract voters to vote for him even at the expense of his party 
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members and will have to resort to delivering personal favors in certain instances and 

electoral constituency related services (Chan, 2005). 

 

Consequently, open list proportional system where personal status comes before 

party prominence is said to lead to more corruption, due to the fact that more 

resources is needed to fund the election campaign to attract more voters because of 

the increase in reliance on personal votes. Thus the higher cost needed to fund the 

campaign will increase the propensity of nominees to resort to illegal or corrupt 

behavior for the sake of winning (Chan, 2005). 

 

The increase in the importance of the personal vote due to the electoral system used 

can increase corrupt behavior. The uncertainty of success in the election can push 

nominees to be more aggressive in their campaigns which in certain cases results in 

politicians relying on illegal funding and using it to unjustly gain votes (Chan, 2005). 

Different electoral systems have different factors and hence different consequences 

on the level and nature of corruption. In open list proportional systems where voters 

have the freedom to choose nominees from various competing lists, the nominees 

need to separate themselves from the competition and hence try to establish a unique 

separate reputation to make them more distinguished and appealing to voters (Katz, 

1986). However in closed list proportional system nominees from the same party 

don’t rival each other because the voters have no choice over candidates but over the 

whole parties’ lists, the party chooses the nominees selected on each list. The 

competition here starts within the party where candidates work for the endorsement 

of the party leaders and to gain the nomination from the party with disregard to the 



	 21	

voters. The voters here can’t choose the specific nominees thus the propensity for 

corruption lies within the party during nomination (Chang & Golden, 2007). 

 

There are other factors than electoral systems that affect the level by which nominees 

work to differentiate themselves from other candidates running from the same party. 

While candidates in open list proportional system compete from the same party, the 

level of competition rises with relative to the number of nominees, which is the 

constituency’s magnitude. The increase in the number of nominees makes it harder 

for a certain nominee to separate and differentiate himself from all the other 

nominees and to establish a distinct reputation that will favor him over the others 

(Chang & Golden, 2007). 
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Chapter Three 

Hypothesis Development 

 

Every electoral law has goals that it intends to achieve according to its particular 

situation. That’s why some countries choose one electoral system while others 

choose another, and the same is true for the various alterations made of each system 

by each country in order to comply with its condition. 

The success of any electoral thus depends on how much a particular law achieves 

these goals. 

 

In Lebanon in particular, and due to its complicated history with electoral laws, the 

following can be said to be major objectives on which the success of the new 

electoral law could depend on in order for it to be considered an improvement over 

previous ones. 

-Awareness of the new law; a new electoral system is being used for the first time. 

-Proper representation; a general concept but nevertheless can still prove to be 

elusive. 

-Helping in eliminating sectarianism; a professed goal according to the Taif accord 

that has long been neglected by various consequent parliaments and governments 

and is long overdue. 

-Countering corruption in the election process; an unprofessed hindrance but crucial 

goal especially in developing countries such as Lebanon.  
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Points tested in the questionnaire pertaining and including the ones mentioned 

through the perceived notions of the respondents: 

1- Awareness to the new electoral law  

2- Ethical standards  

3-  Use of money  

4- Campaign expenditures  

5- Turn-out rate 

6- Minorities’ protection 

7- Sectarianism  

8- Educational level  

9- Socio-economical factors  

10- Fairness  

 

Awareness 

Since the new electoral law utilizes for the first time in Lebanon the Proportional 

electoral system with preferential vote, a large number of voters might still be 

partially or completely unaware of the features of the new law, which can affect its 

purpose and hence its success.  

 

Countering Corruption 

The success of an electoral law can hang on the measures drafted and taken to 

counter corruption. Corruption can be dependent upon the following factors: ethical 

standards, proper monitoring of illegal use of money, and campaign expenditure 

limit. 
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One problem faced especially by developing countries is corruption. Lebanon’s 

corruption index according to 2017 report by Transparency International averages 

28.53 points on a scale of 0 to 100 with 0 being highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. 

Thus its situation isn’t assuring, and for an electoral law to be successful in Lebanon 

it should counter corruption during and surrounding the election process. Also the 

new law did set a limit on campaign expenditures but one that might be considered 

too high, and the means of monitoring such expenditure aren’t as clear as they should 

be, leaving the door open for the use of money to unrightfully influence the voters’ 

choice. 

 

Sectarianism and minority protection 

Sectarianism has long been a weighted shackle hindering the progress of Lebanon 

towards a modern civil state. A constant scarecrow used by some politicians is that 

the rights of minorities will be devoured in case of abolishing the old system. 

Eliminating sectarianism while protecting minorities can be considered to be 

dependent on the following independent factors: turnout rate, seats and district 

allocation, and eliminating Confessionalism. 

 

One of the fundamental results of adapting a proportional electoral system is that it 

has a higher turnout rate compared to a majority system. Voters are usually 

encouraged to vote due to the nature of proportional systems where votes retain more 

power. However in an unhealthy democracy adapting proportional system doesn’t 

necessarily translate to higher turnout because of a lingering lack of trust in the 

election process and to lack of faith that any candidate or a coalition can make real 
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positive changes in a country that seem to be more divided by sectarianism than ever 

before.  

 

Another element of the PR system is that minorities are better represented and have a 

better chance than in majority systems to have a representative in parliament. Due to 

the sectarian construct of Lebanon, a confessional system has long been adapted 

where each sect has a determined number of seats in parliament that was supposed to 

be in accordance to each sect’s population, however has long departed from the 

original figures and is now just for honoring previous agreements. Thus in terms of 

religious minorities, they are always represented because of the still standing 

confessional system, however such representation is always masked and distorted by 

the allocation of seats to a certain sect in electoral districts where they are too scarce, 

and through the size and form of an electoral constituency. 

 

Although the majority of parties in Lebanon are sectarian, there are few who aren’t 

and who are scattered along all electoral districts that makes their chances of being 

represented in parliament relatively weaker. The following statement sums it up: 

 

According to Article 95 of the Lebanese constitution, the parliament elected on equal 

measures between Christians and Muslims is to set the appropriate methods to 

abolish Confessionalism through executing a transitional plan. Since the amendment 

by the constitutional law in 1990 there has been no measures taken and no plans 

made to transition Lebanon towards a non-confessional non-sectarian country.  
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Proper Representation 

A crucial part of any electoral law is the extent to which it provides proper 

representation for that is one of the main purposes of any democracy. Proper 

representation can be dependent on the following independent elements: educational 

level of voters, socio-economical situation, and the general perception of fairness. 

 

While a democracy doesn’t differentiate between educated and non-educated citizens 

in their right to vote, there seem to be a positive correlation between the level of 

education of voters and their awareness of the electoral law and hence making the 

relatively better choice in candidates without being swayed by election campaigns.  

 

Lebanon has been under a socio-economical strain for several years now. With 

unemployment reaching 25% according to the Lebanese Labor Minister Mohammad 

Kabbara in 2017, and with inflation rate rising to 4.35% by October 2017 according 

to the Central Administration of Statistics, many Lebanese are finding themselves in 

a dire financial state. According to a report conducted by UNDP in 2017, 30% of the 

Lebanese population is poor and living on less than 120$/month, and 300,000 are 

considered extremely poor and unable to meet their basic necessities.  

Such socio-economical situation can lead to two extreme results in the ballots, 

specially that most, if not all, of the previous MPs and politicians are partially or 

collectively responsible for such dire situation, and are candidates in the new 

election. The first is that people might revolt against previous MPs and opt for new 

ones if there is any, or not vote at all, the second is that voters may be prone to elect 

candidates who offer them favors or money in return. 
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Choosing and adapting a new electoral system is only one side of the coin when it 

comes to fair and equal representation. The division of electoral districts in terms of 

the number of seats in each one and the corresponding voters and the assignment of 

seats to certain sects in each district, all play a huge role in how successful an 

electoral law will be in terms of providing proper representation.  

For example in the new electoral law, the number of seats in the newly formed 

electoral district of Chouf and Alley is 13, a number unheard of in countries using 

Proportional System where the number of seats usually range from 5 to 8. Also the 

number of registered voters in said district is 325,771, by comparison the number of 

registered voters the another formed district of Nabatieh-Marjayoun-Bint Jbeil- 

Hasbayya is 451,050 with only 11 seats. Looking at the numbers with an objective 

eye, they don’t seem to add up and the question remains about what criteria was used 

to divide and set electoral districts and assign seats to each one if not the number of 

registered voters?  

 

Another example of the arbitrary assignment of seats, in the Chouf and Alley 

constituency, the Druze has 129,542 registered voters with 4 assigned seats, while in 

Beirut 2 district they have one assigned seat corresponding to 5,403 registered voters. 

Another question raises itself here, if the purpose of assigning seats for certain sects 

is to ensure representation, wouldn’t it be more proper to assign those seats in 

districts where there are enough voters of that sect to actually have a chance of 

choosing their representative and not have other sects choose him for them? The 

dilemma is between wanting to have a confessional system to ensure that all sects are 

represented and wanting to show that the country is not sectarian. 
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Old vs. New 

From the previous discussion the subjects are construed and gathered to reach the 

following hypothesizes: 

 

H1null: There is no difference in the perception towards the various aspects of the 

new and old laws across gender categories 

H1alternative: There is a difference in the perception towards the various aspects of the 

new and old laws across gender categories 

 

H2null: There is no difference in the perception towards the various aspects of the 

new and old laws across educational levels. 

H2alternative: There is a difference in the perception towards the various aspects of the 

new and old laws across educational levels 

 

H3null: There are no differences in the perception of the various aspects of the new 

vs. old electoral laws in Lebanon 

H3alternative: There are differences in the perception of the various aspects of the new 

vs. old electoral laws in Lebanon 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 29	

Chapter Four 

Method 

 

The purpose of this research is to examine how successful and effective the new 

parliamentary electoral law is perceived to be through establishing proper 

presentation, eliminating sectarianism, and countering corruption, and how it 

compares in this regard to the previous law. We will explore such relationship 

through the perceived notions towards awareness, ethical standards, election 

spending, turnout rate, districts allocation, abolishing Confessionalism, educational 

level, social factors, and perceived fairness. 

 

4.1 Research Design 

The research is conducted by utilizing a questionnaire, which makes it a quantitative 

type. The said questionnaire is devised and managed, and the responses are 

transposed so it can be quantitatively deliberated and explored. 

The data is received through a one-time response, which makes a prevalence study. 

 

4.2 Illustration of Questionnaire 

The questionnaire is sent out by email through the use of LAU Blue, and it is devised 

into five main groups of questions. It is found attached in Appendix A. 
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The first group of questions utilizes the “Choice Determinant Structure” and is made 

up of 5 questions measuring demographics (Age, Gender, Marital Status, Education 

Level, and Working Status).  

 

The second group of questions is concerned with assessing the awareness to the new 

electoral law through questions that tests the respondents’ knowledge of it. The 

Likert Five Point Scale is the format used with five possible answers: strongly 

disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, and strongly agree (Table 1). 

 

The third group of questions is concerned with the extent that the new law safeguards 

against corruption and how it compares to the previous one in this regard. The 

questions deal with ethical standards, money influence, and election campaigns’ 

expenditures. The Likert Five Point Scale is also used here (Table 2 &5). 

 

The fourth group is concerned with the new law achieving proper representation, and 

how it is viewed when compared to the previous one to this purpose. The data here to 

be analyzed concerns turnout rate, minority rights, social and economical factors, and 

public perception of fairness. The Likert Five Point Scale is again used here (Table 3 

& 6). 

 

The fifth and final group relates to the role that the new electoral law plays in 

eliminating sectarianism and consequently Confessionalism, and how it fairs in light 

of the previous one. The questions here are formulated to test the respondents’ 

perception of the new law in this regard and to deduce their choices in that matter. 

The Likert Five Point Scale continues to be used here (Table 4 & 7). 
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The questionnaire was sent out to LAU alumnus and graduate students and 194 

responses were received. 172 responses were taken towards the study while the rest 

were discarded due to being incomplete. 

 

Table 1: Awareness 

AWRN1 The new election Law and the previous one are different 
AWRN2 You are familiar with the previous election law 
AWRN3 The new Law is significantly different than the previous one 
AWRN4 The new Electoral law is based on majority voting 

AWRN5 
The new electoral system is a mixture of majority vote and 
proportional representation 

AWRN6  The voter will give a preferential vote to one candidate only 
AWRN7 Both laws are based on proportionality 

AWRN8 

It is possible for a candidate from a certain sect who’s list received 
less votes and who has less preferential votes to win over another 
from that same sect who has more of both 

 

Table 2: New law; Corruption, ethical behavior, use of money, and campaign 

expenditures 

CORN1 It safeguards against corruption 
ETHN1 Promotes higher ethical standards 

ETHN2 
Deters interferences that might affect the outcome through unethical 
behavior 

MONN1 It is less likely to be influenced by money 
MONN2 Prevents the use of money to lure voters 
CAMN1 It sets the limit of election campaign expenditures 
CAMN2 It legislated the use of money which can affect the outcome 

CAMN3 

Twice the use of money to gain advantage over other candidates 
because of the two stages of voting; the list, and the preferential 
vote 

 

Table 3: New law; Turnout rate, minorities, and sectarianism 

TURN1 Can result in a higher turnout rate 
TURN2 It is more encouraging for voters to participate 

MINN1 
The protection of minorities is an important objective of this 
electoral law 

MINN2 Is better for protecting the rights of representation of minorities 
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SECN1 Eliminating sectarianism is a major objective of this electoral law 

SECN2 
You think voters in this law are more inclined to give their 
preferential vote to a candidate form outside their sect 

SECN3 It helps the voters in making the right decision 

SECN4 
Increase the likelihood of voters to choose candidates from outside 
their sect 

SECN5 Can lead to non-sectarian candidates to win  
SECN6 Can lead to a more stable political situation 

 

Table 4: New law; Educational level, socio-economical factors, fairness 

EDUN1 
The educational level of the voters doesn’t affect their choice of 
candidate 

EDUN2 
Instructing the voters about the electoral law can only help in 
relation to the educational level of the voter 

EDUN3 
Voters with lower level of education are more prone to be swayed 
by election campaigns 

SOEN1 
Social factors like poverty can push voters to choose a candidate in 
return for money 

SOEN2 
The current economic situation might cause voters to revolt against 
their traditional choice in candidates 

SOEN3 
The deteriorating economic situation can affect the voters choice of 
candidates 

FAIN1 
Candidates who represents the most voters have the best chance to 
win 

FAIN2 
The number of seats of each election district is proportional to the 
number of voters 

FAIN3 
The number of seats dedicated to each sect in all election zones is 
proportional to the number of voters from that sect 

 

Table 5: Previous law; Corruption, ethical behavior, use of money, and 

campaign expenditures 

CORO1 It safeguards against corruption 
ETHO1 Promotes higher ethical standards 

ETHO2 
Deters interferences that might affect the outcome through unethical 
behavior 

MONO1 It is less likely to be influenced by money 
MONO2 Prevents the use of money to lure voters 
CAMO1 It sets the limit of election campaign expenditures 
CAMO2 It legislated the use of money which can affect the outcome 
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CAMO3 

Twice the use of money to gain advantage over other candidates 
because of the two stages of voting; the list, and the preferential 
vote 

 

Table 6: Previous law; Turnout rate, minorities, and sectarianism 

TURO1 Can result in a higher turnout rate 
TURO2 It is more encouraging for voters to participate 

MINO1 
The protection of minorities is an important objective of this 
electoral law 

MINO2 Is better for protecting the rights of representation of minorities 
SECO1 Eliminating sectarianism is a major objective of this electoral law 

SECO2 
You think voters in this law are more inclined to give their 
preferential vote to a candidate form outside their sect 

SECO3 It helps the voters in making the right decision 

SECO4 
Increase the likelihood of voters to choose candidates from outside 
their sect 

SECO5 Can lead to non-sectarian candidates to win  
SECO6 Can lead to a more stable political situation 

 

Table 7: Previous law; Educational level, socio-economical factors, fairness 

EDUO1 
The educational level of the voters doesn’t affect their choice of 
candidate 

EDUO2 
Instructing the voters about the electoral law can only help in 
relation to the educational level of the voter 

EDUO3 
Voters with lower level of education are more prone to be swayed 
by election campaigns 

SOEO1 
Social factors like poverty can push voters to choose a candidate in 
return for money 

SOEO2 
The current economic situation might cause voters to revolt against 
their traditional choice in candidates 

SOEO3 
The deteriorating economic situation can affect the voters choice of 
candidates 

FAIO1 
Candidates who represents the most voters have the best chance to 
win 

FAIO2 
The number of seats of each election district is proportional to the 
number of voters 

FAIO3 
The number of seats dedicated to each sect in all election zones is 
proportional to the number of voters from that sect 
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4.3 Instrumentation 

The software IBM SPSS Statistics is utilized to test the formulated hypothesis based 

on the data extracted from the questionnaire responses. Statistical techniques used 

are: descriptive, factor analysis, group statistics, independent samples test and paired 

samples correlation. 
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Chapter Five 

Statistics Results 

 

This chapter showcases the scores recorded according to statistical measurements. It 

is devised into sections that are: demographics, measurements model, score, analysis, 

and structural. 

 

5.1 Demographics 

In reference to the 172 responses received, a majority of 89% is in the age bracket 

(21-30). In terms of gender, the respondents were almost equal with 52.3% males 

and 47.7% females. Regarding the marital status the majority is single (83.7%). The 

education level is relatively high with more than half having a masters degree. 

Finally concerning the working status, almost 70% of the respondents have full-time 

jobs. The tables below show the detailed demographics. 

 

 

Table 8: Age 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 21-30 153 89.0 89.0 89.0 

31-40 14 8.1 8.1 97.1 

41-50 3 1.7 1.7 98.8 

More than 51 2 1.2 1.2 100.0 

Total 172 100.0 100.0  
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Table 9: Gender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Male 90 52.3 52.3 52.3 

Female 82 47.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 172 100.0 100.0  
 

 

 

 

Table 10: Marital Status 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Single 144 83.7 83.7 83.7 

Married 25 14.5 14.5 98.3 

Divorced 3 1.7 1.7 100.0 

Total 172 100.0 100.0  
 

 

 

 

Table 11: Education Level 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Bachelor 69 40.1 40.1 40.1 

Masters 93 54.1 54.1 94.2 

Doctorate 10 5.8 5.8 100.0 

Total 172 100.0 100.0  
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Table 12: Working Status 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Full-time 120 69.8 69.8 69.8 

Part-time 28 16.3 16.3 86.0 

Unemployed 24 14.0 14.0 100.0 

Total 172 100.0 100.0  
 

 

5.2 Score & Factor Analysis 

Three items were used to construct an awareness score AWRNS. The items are 

AWRN1, AWRN5 and AWRN6. 

Factor Analysis was used to construct such Score. The SPSS output is shown in the 

table below. 

 

 

 

Table 13: AWRNS Component 

Matrix 

1 

AWRN1 .760 

AWRN5 .667 

AWRN6 .808 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

. 

. 
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Similarly factor analysis was conducted to construct the following scores for the new 

law: 

Ethical behavior score for new law: ETHNS; items used: CORN1, ETHN1 and 

ETHN2. 

 

 

Table 14: ETHNS Component 

Matrix 

1 

CORN1 .900 

ETHN1 .875 

ETHN2 .835 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

 

 

Use of money score for new law: MONNS; items used: MONN1 and MONN2. 

 

 

Table 15: MONNS Component Matrix 

1 

MONN1 .914 

MONN2 .914 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 
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Election campaign score for new law: CAMNS; items used: CAMN2 and CAMN3. 

 

 

Table 16: CAMNS Component 

Matrix 

1 

CAMN2 .804 

CAMN3 .804 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

 

 

Turnout rate score for new law: TURNS; Items used: TURN1 and TURN2 

 

 

 

Table 17: TURNS Component 

Matrix 

1 

TURN1 .865 

TURN2 .865 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 
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Minority protection score for new law: MINNS; items used: MINN1 and MINN2. 

 

 

Table 18: MINNS Component Matrix 

1 

MINN1 .941 

MINN2 .941 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

 

Sectarianism score for new law: SECNS; items used: SECN1, SECN2, SECN3, 

SECN4, SECN5, SECN6. 

 

 

Table 19: SECNS Component Matrix 

1 

SECN1 .657 

SECN2 .718 

SECN3 .766 

SECN4 .742 

SECN5 .697 

SECN6 .665 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 
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Socio-Economical factors’ score for new law: SOENS; items used: SOEN1, SOEN2 

and SOEN3. 

 

 

Table 20: SOENS Component Matrix 

1 

SOEO1 .538 

SOEO2 .809 

SOEO3 .878 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

 

 

Fairness score for new law: FAINS; items used: FAIN2 and FAIN3. 

 

 

Table 21: FAINS Component Matrix 

1 

FAIO2 .885 

FAIO3 .885 

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 
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For the old law the same items were used respectively and the scores constructed 

were: ETHOS, MONOS, CAMOS, TUROS, MINOS, SECOS, SOEOS and FAIOS. 

 

5.3 Comparison of Means Using Independent Samples 

To test hypothesis H1 & H2, a comparison of means using independent samples tests 

was conducted for each score constructed.  

 

5.3.1 Perception Towards Old and New Law Across Gender Categories 

When testing H1 for awareness, the t-test resulted in a test statistics of t-value=0.426 

and a p-value of 0.669. The sample does not provide significant evidence to support 

H1. Hence we can deduce that there is no difference in the perceived awareness 

among females and males. 

 

The same test was repeated across all scores, the significant difference was in Ethical 

behavior score in the old law ETHOS (p-value =0.018) where male respondents 

perceived it as somewhat unethical (mean=-0.171) while females perceived it as 

somewhat ethical (mean=0.188). 

 

Another significant difference (p-value<0.05) was seen in Campaign Expenditures in 

the old law score CAMO (p-value=0.004), Turnout Rate old law score TUROS (p-

value=0.003), and Minority Protection old law score MINOS (p-value=0.002). The 

detailed results can be seen in the table below. 
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Table 22: Gender Group Statistics 

      
  Gender N Mean Std. 

Deviation 

T-value P-value 

AWRS Male 90 0.031 1.0768 0.428 0.669 

  Female 82 -0.034 0.9137     

ETHNS Male 90 -0.12 1.0424 -1.657 0.099 

  Female 82 0.132 0.94     

MONNS Male 90 -0.113 0.9556 -1.556 0.122 

  Female 82 0.124 1.0383     

CAMNS Male 90 -0.081 1.1125 -1.119 0.265 

  Female 82 0.089 0.8578     

ETHOS Male 90 -0.171 1.04 -2.387 0.018 

  Female 82 0.188 0.9243     

MONOS Male 90 -0.041 1.035 -0.567 0.571 

  Female 82 0.045 0.9644     

CAMOS Male 90 -0.209 1.0341 -2.94 0.004 

  Female 82 0.23 0.9133     

TURNS Male 90 0.027 1.124 0.367 0.714 

  Female 82 -0.029 0.8493     

MINNS Male 90 0.02 1.0525 0.281 0.779 

  Female 82 -0.022 0.945     

SECNS Male 90 -0.069 1.0167 -0.942 0.348 

  Female 82 0.075 0.982     

TUROS Male 90 -0.212 1.0341 -2.98 0.003 
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  Female 82 0.233 0.9118     

MINOS Male 90 -0.218 1.0718 -3.074 0.002 

  Female 82 0.24 0.8588     

SECOS Male 90 -0.06 1.067 -0.823 0.412 

  Female 82 0.066 0.9229     

SOENS Male 90 -0.07 1.158 -0.962 0.338 

  Female 82 0.077 0.7914     

FAINS Male 90 -0.094 1.1196 -1.292 0.198 

  Female 82 0.103 0.8445     

SOEOS Male 90 -0.128 1.1306 -1.769 0.079 

  Female 82 0.14 0.8176     

FAIOS Male 90 -0.132 1.1273 -1.831 0.069 

  Female 82 0.145 0.8209     

 

From the results we can notice that out of the 17 scores tested, the only significant 

difference seen was in four scores (ETHOS, CAMOS, TUROS and MINOS). Hence 

we can deduce that there is no significant difference in most scores between the 

perception of the various aspects of the new and old laws across gender categories. 

The sample as such, does not provide significant evidence to support hypothesis H1, 

thus H1 is rejected. 

 

5.3.2 Perception Towards Old and New Law Across Educational Level 

When testing H2 for awareness, the t-test resulted in a test statistics of t-value=-

0.975 and a p-value of 0.331. The sample does not provide significant evidence to 
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support H2. Hence we can deduce that there is no difference in the perceived 

awareness among different educational levels. 

The same test was repeated across all scores, the significant difference was in 

Minority Protection score of the new law MINNS (p-value =0.043) and the old law 

MINOS (p-value=0.041). The perception of the undergraduates and graduates 

sampled seem to be contrasting. While the undergraduates perceived the new law as 

somewhat favorable to minorities (mean=0.188) and the old law as somewhat 

unfavorable to minorities (mean=-0.190), the graduates perceived the new law as 

somewhat unfavorable to minorities (mean=-0.126) and the old law as somewhat 

more favorable to minorities (mean=0.128). Such result deserves more research in 

the future to determine the cause of such conflicting perceptions. The detailed results 

can be seen in the table below. 

 

Table 23: Educational Level Group Statistics 

             

  Education 

Level 

N Mean Std. 

Deviation 

T-value P-value 

AWRS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.091 1.0252 -0.975 0.331 

  Graduate 103 0.061 0.9831     

ETHNS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.083 0.9685 0.892 0.373 

  Graduate 103 -0.056 1.0215     

MONNS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.025 1.029 -0.268 0.789 
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  Graduate 103 0.017 0.9848     

CAMNS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.038 1.0345 0.406 0.685 

  Graduate 103 -0.025 0.9805     

ETHOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.072 0.945 -0.772 0.441 

  Graduate 103 0.048 1.0369     

MONOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.093 0.9341 -0.995 0.321 

  Graduate 103 0.062 1.0417     

CAMOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.134 1.0274 -1.443 0.151 

  Graduate 103 0.09 0.9759     

TURNS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.141 1.0497 1.519 0.131 

  Graduate 103 -0.094 0.9588     

MINNS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.188 0.9346 2.039 0.043 

  Graduate 103 -0.126 1.0267     

SECNS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.087 0.9489 0.936 0.351 

  Graduate 103 -0.058 1.0333     

TUROS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.143 1.0451 -1.545 0.124 

  Graduate 103 0.096 0.9618     
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MINOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.19 0.9807 -2.063 0.041 

  Graduate 103 0.128 0.9972     

SECOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.024 0.9671 -0.259 0.796 

  Graduate 103 0.016 1.0258     

SOENS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.122 1.041 1.317 0.19 

  Graduate 103 -0.082 0.968     

FAINS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.058 1.0121 -0.621 0.536 

  Graduate 103 0.039 0.9949     

SOEOS Undergradu

ate 

69 0.059 1.0395 0.634 0.527 

  Graduate 103 -0.04 0.9758     

FAIOS Undergradu

ate 

69 -0.096 1.0591 -1.032 0.304 

  Graduate 103 0.064 0.9582     

 

From the results we can notice that out of the 17 scores tested, the only noteworthy 

difference seen was in two opposing scores (MINNS and MINOS). Hence we can 

conclude that there is no significant difference between the perception of the various 

aspects of the new and old laws across various educational levels. Thus the sample 

does not provide significant evidence to support hypothesis H2. 
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5.4 Paired Samples Statistics 

In order to test hypothesis H3, a paired samples correlations test was conducted on 

the eight main parts juxtaposing the sixteen scores between new and old. The table 

below reveals the results. 

 

Table 24: Paired Samples Correlations 

 N Correlation Sig. 

Pair 1 ETHNS & ETHOS 172 .553 .000 

Pair 2 MONNS & MONOS 172 .581 .000 

Pair 3 CAMNS & CAMOS 172 .580 .000 

Pair 4 TURNS & TUROS 172 -.108 .159 

Pair 5 MINNS & MINOS 172 -.056 .466 

Pair 6 SECNS & SECOS 172 .450 .000 

Pair 7 SOENS & SOEOS 172 .743 .000 

Pair 8 FAINS & FAIOS 172 .685 .000 

 

 

According to the recorded results there are positive correlations across most of the 

paired scores with the only exceptions where negative correlations resulted being the 

turnout rate and the minority protection factors. The deductions to be made out of 

these results are the following:  
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Firstly in terms of the positive correlations results, it can be inferred that in these 

scores the perception of the respondents towards the new and old law is not 

significantly difference.  

Secondly out of the eight paired samples only two pairs resulted in a negative 

correlation where the respondents had different perception towards the new and old 

law, however the negative correlation was found to be insignificant.  

Thirdly in terms of the two pairs that resulted in negative correlation; a higher 

turnout rate is one of the major consequences of adapting a proportional electoral 

system, thus it is to be expected, and the perception to minority protection was seen 

to produce conflicting results when testing it across educational level, thus further 

studies is needed in that regard.  

Finally we can conclude from the results and the subsequent discussion that there are 

no significant differences in the perception of the various aspects of the new and old 

electoral laws in Lebanon.  
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Chapter Six 

Discussion and Inferences 

 

6.1 Discussion 

The study was born out of the adaption and legislation of a new electoral law in 

Lebanon after a long period of stagnation in the electoral procedure. What further 

triggered this study was that the new electoral law followed a new electoral system 

that hasn’t been previously utilized. Nonetheless the study set to prove that in spite 

of adapting a new electoral system the new electoral law made little if any 

improvement over previous electoral laws. The objective was to test the difference 

between the new and old law through perceived notions towards awareness, ethical 

standards, election spending, turnout rate, districts allocation, abolishing 

Confessionalism, educational level, social factors, and perceived fairness. 

 

Three major points were raised in the study with relations to the various factors that 

can affect the success of an electoral law. 

The first was an attempt to reveal differences in perception based on gender, 

although no significant evidence resulted but certain differences were revealed 

especially in terms of ethical standards and electoral campaigns which are two of the 

pillars of corruption which requires further investigation. 

The second dealt with the difference in perception based on educational level, and 

again there were no significant evidence to support it, but also a conflicting 

perception towards minority protection between graduates and under graduates 



	 51	

requires further studies to reveal the causes for such separation among close 

educational groups, 

The third and most important point was the blunt result that the respondents 

perceived no significant difference between the new and old law which raises too 

many question marks about how can a new electoral system not be perceived to have 

significant differences from the previous law that was based on a completely 

different system. 

 

6.2 Inferences 

The study’s deduced ambition is to spark a discussion about the efficacy of the new 

electoral law in the hope of instigating a more deliberate analysis in order to reach a 

better electoral law in the future worthy of the ambitions of the Lebanese people. 
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Chapter Seven 

Conclusion 

 

In this chapter the previous six chapters are summarized and the study is concluded. 

 

7.1 Summary 

This study aimed to analyze the new electoral law in Lebanon through testing its 

perceived success and improvement over the previous one. In the first chapter the 

subject matter was introduced while accentuating the necessity of such endeavor and 

the limitations faced. The second chapter dealt with the established literature on the 

issues of electoral systems, forms of electoral quotas and corruption. In the third 

chapter hypothesizes were developed in order to be tested through a conducted 

survey and subsequent statistical analysis. Chapter 4 explained the methods used to 

examine hypothesizes deduced in the previous chapter. In the fifth chapter the results 

from the survey are laid out and analyzed and utilized to test the previous 

hypothesizes. The sixth chapter discusses the outcomes of the study. 

 

7.2 Conclusion 

The fact that Lebanon remained for a prolonged period of time without conducting a 

parliamentary election and that it never experienced such an overhaul of the electoral 

law, shouldn’t digress the attention of the public that there’s still much to be done in 

order to reach an electoral law that can properly uphold the values and spirit of a 
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democracy. Having an electoral law and conducting periodical elections doesn’t 

directly translate to being in a democratic state.  

  

7.3 Future Investigation 

Much more research is to be done to further test the efficacy of the new electoral law 

and perhaps further expose its weaknesses in the hope of leading to a better electoral 

law. 

The issue of what electoral system to apply has confused scholars since the birth of 

democracies and many factors can affect why one system might work in a certain 

situation and fail in another. Although our study focused on comparing between the 

perceptions towards the new and old laws, there are many factors discussed in this 

thesis that can be focused on, analyzed and tested to further reveal what is needed to 

reach a better electoral law like corruption as a central deciding factor in the success 

of any electoral law. 
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Appendix “A” 

 

 

 

 
Consent to participate in a Survey/Questionnaire 

 
You are kindly requested to complete the following questionnaire related to study that the moderating effect of legal systems 
on the relationship between corporate governance and financial performance in firms. All information is confidential and your 
name is not required. If you choose to participate, please complete the survey as truthfully as you can. Your assistance is 
greatly appreciated.   
 
By continuing with the questionnaire / survey, you agree with the following statements: 

1. I have been given sufficient information about this research project; 
 

2. I understand that my answers will not be released to anyone and my identity will remain anonymous. My name will 
not be written on the questionnaire nor be kept in any other records; 
 

3. I understand that all responses I provide for this study will remain confidential.  When the results of the study are 
reported, I will not be identified by name or any other information that could be used to infer my identity. Only 
researchers will have access to view any data collected during this research however data cannot be linked to me; 
 

4. I understand that I may withdraw from this research any time I wish and that I have the right to skip any question I 
don’t want to answer; 
 

5. I understand that my refusal to participate will not result in any penalty or loss of benefits to which I otherwise am 
entitled to; 
 

6. I have been informed that the research abides by all commonly acknowledged ethical codes and that the research 
project has been reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Board at the Lebanese American University; 
 

7. I understand that if I have any additional questions, I can ask the research team listed below; 
 

8. I have read and understood all statements on this form; and 
 

9. I voluntarily agree to take part in this research project by completing the following survey. 

 
If you have any questions, you may contact me:  
 
Dr. Khodr Fakih  khodr.fakih@lau.edu.lb  +961 1 786 456 ext. 1534 
 
OR 
 
Said G Souki     +961 71 889123 
 
 
If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in this study, or you want to talk to someone outside the 
research, please contact the: 
 
IRB Office, 
Lebanese American University  
3rd Floor, Dorm A, Byblos Campus 
Tel: 00 961 1 786456 ext. (2546) 
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Table 25: The survey 

 

 
 
 

 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	
	 Demographic	

Data	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

1	 Age	 less	than	
21	

21-30	 31-40	 41-50	 more	than	51	

2	 Gender	 Male	 Female	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3	 Marital	Status	 Single	 Married	 Divorced	 Widowed	 	 	 	 	 	

4	 Education	
Level	

High	
School	

Bachelor	 Masters	 Doctorate	 	 	 	 	 	

5	 Working	Status	 Full-time	 Part-time	 Unemployed	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 SD=	Strongly	Disagree,	D=	Disagree,	N=Neutral,	A=Agree,	SA=	Strongly	
Agree	

	 	 	

	 Awareness	of	the	New	Electoral	law	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

6	 The	new	election	Law	and	the	previous	one	are	
different	

	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

7	 You	are	familiar	with	the	previous	election	law	 	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

8	 The	new	Law	is	significantly	different	than	the	
previous	one	

	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

9	 The	new	Electoral	law	is	based	on	majority	voting	 	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

10	 The	new	electoral	system	is	a	mixture	of	majority	vote	and	
proportional	representation	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

11	 	The	voter	will	give	a	preferential	vote	to	one	candidate	only	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

12	 Both	laws	are	based	on	proportionality	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

13	 It	is	possible	for	a	candidate	from	a	certain	sect	who’s	list	received	
less	votes	and	who	has	less	preferential	votes	to	win	over	another	
from	that	same	sect	who	has	more	of	both	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 Please	answer	the	following	statements	based	on	your	
knowledge	of	the	new	(2017)	Electoral	Law	

	 	 	 	 	

14	 It	safeguards	against	corruption	 	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

15	 Promotes	higher	ethical	standards	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

16	 Deters	interferences	that	might	affect	the	outcome	through	
unethical	behavior	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

17	 It	is	less	likely	to	be	influenced	by	money	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
18	 Prevents	the	use	of	money	to	lure	voters	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
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19	 It	sets	the	limit	of	election	campaign	expenditures	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

20	 It	legislated	the	use	of	money	which	can	affect	the	outcome	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

21	 Twice	the	use	of	money	to	gain	advantage	over	other	candidates	
because	of	the	two	stages	of	voting;	the	list,	and	the	preferential	
vote	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

22	 Can	result	in	a	higher	turnout	rate	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

23	 It	is	more	encouraging	for	voters	to	participate	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

24	 The	protection	of	minorities	is	an	important	objective	of	this	
electoral	law	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

25	 Is	better	for	protecting	the	rights	of	representation	of	minorities	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

26	 Eliminating	sectarianism	is	a	major	objective	of	this	electoral	law	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

27	 You	think	voters	in	this	law	are	more	inclined	to	give	their	
preferential	vote	to	a	candidate	form	outside	their	sect	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

28	 It	helps	the	voters	in	making	the	right	decision	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

29	 Increase	the	likelihood	of	voters	to	choose	candidates	from	outside	
their	sect	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

30	 Can	lead	to	non-sectarian	candidates	to	win		 	 	 	 	 	

31	 Can	lead	to	a	more	stable	political	situation	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

32	 The	educational	level	of	the	voters	doesn’t	affect	their	choice	of	
candidate	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

33	 Instructing	the	voters	about	the	electoral	law	can	only	help	in	
relation	to	the	educational	level	of	the	voter	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

34	 Voters	with	lower	level	of	education	are	more	prone	to	be	swayed	
by	election	campaigns	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

35	 Social	factors	like	poverty	can	push	voters	to	choose	a	candidate	in	
return	for	money	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

36	 The	current	economic	situation	might	cause	voters	to	revolt	
against	their	traditional	choice	in	candidates	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

37	 The	deteriorating	economic	situation	can	affect	the	voters	choice	of	
candidates			

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

38	 Candidates	who	represents	the	most	voters	have	the	best	chance	to	
win	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

39	 The	number	of	seats	of	each	election	district	is	proportional	to	the	
number	of	voters	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

40	 The	number	of	seats	dedicated	to	each	sect	in	all	election	zones	is	
proportional	to	the	number	of	voters	from	that	sect	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
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	 Please	answer	the	following	statements	based	on	your	
knowledge	of	the	previous	(2009)	Electoral	Law	

	 	 	 	 	

41	 It	safeguards	against	corruption	 	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
42	 Promotes	higher	ethical	standards	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
43	 Deters	interferences	that	might	affect	the	outcome	through	

unethical	behavior	
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

44	 It	is	less	likely	to	be	influenced	by	money	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
45	 Prevents	the	use	of	money	to	lure	voters	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
46	 It	sets	the	limit	of	election	campaign	expenditures	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
47	 It	legislated	the	use	of	money	which	can	affect	the	outcome	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
48	 The	use	of	money	to	gain	advantage	over	other	candidates	because	

of	the	high	stakes	of	majority	voting		
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

49	 Can	result	in	a	higher	turnout	rate	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
50	 It	is	more	encouraging	for	voters	to	participate	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
51	 The	protection	of	minorities	is	an	important	objective	of	this	

electoral	law	
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

52	 Is	better	for	protecting	the	rights	of	representation	of	minorities	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
53	 Eliminating	sectarianism	is	a	major	objective	of	this	electoral	law	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
54	 You	think	voters	in	this	law	are	more	inclined	to	give	their	

preferential	vote	to	a	candidate	form	outside	their	sect	
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

55	 It	helps	the	voters	in	making	the	right	decision	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
56	 Increase	the	likelihood	of	voters	to	choose	candidates	from	outside	

their	sect	
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

57	 Can	lead	to	non-sectarian	candidates	to	win		 	 	 	 	 	
58	 Can	lead	to	a	more	stable	political	situation	 SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	
59	 The	educational	level	of	the	voters	doesn’t	affect	their	choice	of	

candidate	
SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

60	 Instructing	the	voters	about	the	electoral	law	can	only	help	in	
relation	to	the	educational	level	of	the	voter	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

61	 Voters	with	lower	level	of	education	are	more	prone	to	be	swayed	
by	election	campaigns	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

62	 Social	factors	like	poverty	can	push	voters	to	choose	a	candidate	in	
return	for	money	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

63	 The	current	economic	situation	might	cause	voters	to	revolt	
against	their	traditional	choice	in	candidates	

SD	 D	 N	 A	 SA	

64	 The	deteriorating	economic	situation	can	affect	the	voters	choice	of	
candidates	
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65	 Candidates	who	represents	the	most	voters	have	the	best	chance	to	
win	
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66	 The	number	of	seats	of	each	election	district	is	proportional	to	the	
number	of	voters	
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67	 The	number	of	seats	dedicated	to	each	sect	in	all	election	zones	is	
proportional	to	the	number	of	voters	from	that	sect	
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