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Abstract 
 

This thesis seeks to contribute to the literature on displaced populations, taking the 

situation of the displaced Syrians in Lebanon as a case study. The thesis investigates 

three distinct scenarios for addressing the situation of the displaced Syrians in Lebanon: 

1) absorption (or integration) into the local hosting communities, 2) voluntary 

repatriation back to Syria, and 3) resettlement in a third country. As a backdrop to the 

analysis, the thesis brings to the forefront the ramifications of the situation created by 

large numbers of displaced Syrians on: hosting communities, the Lebanese state and 

Lebanon’s confessional system, and the displaced populations themselves. A principal 

aim of the thesis is to explore the pros and cons of each of the three aforementioned 

settlement/resettlement strategies. Based on the carried out analysis, the thesis 

concludes that resettling large numbers of displaced Syrians in third countries 

constitutes the most optimum strategy for dealing with this complex problem. The 

research involves a thorough survey of available secondary work on displacement, 

especially the rights and duties under international law of displaced populations, as well 

as an examination of primary sources, particularly the studies and reports of pertinent 

international agencies.   

 

Keywords: Resettlement, International law, International Community, hosting 

mechanisms, 1951 refugee convention.  
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Chapter One 

 

Introduction and Thesis Framework 

 

1.1 Introduction 

 

The Syrian conflict has entered its seventh year, producing 4,086,760 

registered displaced people according to UNHCR data with an additional 

7,632,500 Internally Displaced People; and numbers increase daily as the 

armed conflict continues in Syria. Lebanon is one of the countries that hosted 

Syrian displaced people where the numbers reached more than one million as 

indicated by UNHCR’s data (UNHCR, 2016).  

The ramifications of the crisis are harsh for both the Syrian population, as 

well as the Lebanese society, for it had social, political and economic impacts 

on the latter. Lebanon is not a country of asylum. It has not signed the 1951 

Geneva Convention (Crawford, 2008). More importantly, because Lebanon is 

a ‘fractured’ state, the hosting of a sizable displaced people population has 

caused turbulence, especially for the government when it comes to drafting 

policies (Kaya, 2009).  

The structure of the Lebanese Political system is described as a 

Consociational democracy, which was adopted after the end of the Lebanese 

civil war as stated by Imad Salamey (Salamey, 2017). Hence, the system 

relies on the notion of power-sharing guaranteeing sectarian representation at 

all levels. However, power sharing has caused turbulence during decision-
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taking and deadlock especially when the interest of the sects did not coincide. 

This deadlock inside the Lebanese government was also visible when it 

wanted to take major decisions related to the displaced population. 

Additionally, the influx had a political, economic, and social backlash on 

Lebanon. As the crisis entered its seventh year (as of 2017), the situation of 

Syrian families in Lebanon has become more vulnerable. Speaking of the 

political impact of the crisis on Lebanon, it is known that Lebanon is a fragile 

state, where the government is not acquainted with the neither the means nor 

the capacity to deal with the huge influx of its population. As Biondi has 

mentioned that “the country has always suffered from the lack of functioning 

centered state, strong institutions, and a proper nation-wide security 

apparatus” (Biondi, 2013). When the Syrian crisis started, Lebanon was 

already facing a turmoil in its political system and this led to a delay on a 

unanimous solution regarding the Syrian crisis.  

According to a study published by the World Bank, there are over one 

million Lebanese people out of the total population in Lebanon who are 

living below the poverty line. In addition, this study concluded that the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) growth is likely to decrease resulting in damage to 

corporate profits, taxes, and investments (World Bank, 2013). The situation 

of the Lebanese labor force also deteriorated by the incursion of an additional 

one million individuals to Lebanon on top of the already existing Syrian labor 

force in the country. Moreover, the competition has increased between the 

Syrian and Lebanese labor, because of the low-cost strategy used among the 

Syrian labor force. Nevertheless, the unemployment rate has also increased 
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among the youth (WFP, 2014). All of the above reasons have led to the 

increase of tension among the host community.  

The escalation of the displaced population situation also has its impact 

regarding the public services offered by the Lebanese state, for example, 

education, health, and the already existing weak infrastructure. As the 

Ministry of Social Affairs (MOSA) indicated, the possibility of economic 

growth is hard, and inflation is most likely to occur because of the economic 

recession the country of facing (MOSA, 2014).  

Inside some communities, the number of the population doubled after the 

onset of the Syrian crisis, as in Bekaa and North Lebanon. The majority of 

the displaced Syrian population consisted of children, women, and elderly, 

and the Lebanese government does not have enough shelters to accommodate 

their needs. Hence, Lebanon noticed radical changes regarding child labor 

and street vendors. Another study by the International Rescue Committee 

(IRC) has concluded that trafficking, underage marriage, and survival sex 

have been a prevalent norm among Syrian children and women as a mode for 

survival (IRC, 2013).  

The international community is sharing some of the burdens by granting 

resettlement places for a fraction of the Syrian displaced people through the 

UNHCR (RAND, 2015). Hence, pledging higher quotas for resettlement 

would presumably lead to the reduction in the number of unofficial crossings 

to Europe by the sea which would lead to less human causalities. Second, 

through resettlement states’ unofficial migration would be controlled (Gatrell, 

2013). Third, the civilian character also would be established before 

admission to a certain country. In this research, I will speak about how 
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Lebanon has failed under international law in treating refugees, including the 

policies that the Lebanese government has drafted to tackle the issue of the 

displacement. I will highlight the legal obligations of Lebanon under 

international refugee law; always bearing in mind Lebanon is not a signatory 

to the 1951 Geneva Convention (Cassese, 2005).  

Instead of using the term refugees or asylum seekers, displaced people is the 

term that this thesis will adopt. The reason for adopting the term-displaced 

people in this thesis is to abide by the Lebanese government's description of 

the Syrian population in Lebanon since the Lebanese government identifies 

the problem as displacement. After comparing the main tools, the thesis 

would show what the best tool for both the hosting community and the 

displaced people could be. 

1.2 Research Question 

 

The basic research question of this thesis is as follows: What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of each tool or hosting mechanism for 

addressing the Syrian displaced people’s problem in Lebanon? This thesis 

aims to explore the main tools, or hosting strategies, for handling Syrian 

displacement: Settlement versus resettlement. Each tool has its advantages 

and disadvantages. Accordingly, the thesis will examine the benefits and 

disadvantages of each tool.   

One of the reasons for choosing this topic is first the mere fact that for almost 

two decades Lebanon has been the country to host almost four million people 

fleeing their homes because of persecution. 
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Although a lot of research has been conducted regarding the impact of the 

Syrian crisis on Lebanon and the crisis in general, this research – in addition 

to explaining the various hosting mechanisms – will seek to fill the gap in the 

literature and provide other solutions to the crisis from another scope.  

 

1.3 Methodology 

 

As aforementioned, this study is based on a qualitative analysis of the tools 

related to displaced population crisis management. The international relations 

theory that will be used is liberal internationalism. The use of this theory is 

important since there will be emphasis on the rights of individuals and not 

just the rights of the states; since we are tackling the issues of certain basic 

rights and the duties the government has to implement them. Also, the 

research would rely on normative theory using the case-oriented analysis. 

The internal validity of this research is that it could be used while examining 

other refugee crises.  

The thesis will be based on secondary sources and desk research to study the 

conditions refugees are facing in Lebanon and to engage their merits in 

analyzing our data.  

 

1.4 Literature Review   

 

The literature review of this thesis will focus on the available literature on the 

Syrian displaced people especially in Lebanon. Scholars like Gil Loescher 

and Alexander Betts analyse the issue of migration as an indispensable part 

of International Affairs. Both scholars explain the repercussions when a 
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displacement situation occurs, and the crisis response plans to interpret the 

part that politics plays in these situations (Betts and Loescher, 2011).  

For example, in “Complementary Protection in International Refugee Law” 

Jane Mc. Adam explores the human rights basis of the 1951 Geneva 

Convention and the rights of the displaced population, which includes 

protection access to basic human rights such as education and health (Mc. 

Adam, 2007).  

“Responding to the Syrian refugee crisis in Lebanon” by Sian Herbert 

provides an overview of how the displaced Syrian population is living in 

Lebanon and what the laws that the Lebanese government has imposed on 

them are (Herbert, 2007). Further work on the issue has been conducted by 

Hala Naufal in “Syrian refugees in Lebanon: The humanitarian approach 

under political divisions” (Naufal 2012); and Newland, Kathleen in “New 

Approaches to Refugee Crises in the 21st Century: The Role of the 

International Community” (Newland, 2016). The two works focus on the 

means to address the Syrian crisis and the effects of the crisis on the 

Lebanese society.  

On the other hand, researchers such as Guy Goodwin-Gill argue that the 

repercussions of not resolving the Syrian crisis in Lebanon and other states 

rely on the fragile international law system. Moreover, Goodwin’s ideas were 

reflected in his published book “The Refugee in International Law” when he 

evaluated the potency of the international legal system when dealing with 

refugees (Good-Gill and McAdam, 2007).  Likewise, Alborzi in his book 

“Evaluating the Effectiveness of International Refugee Law” notes that 

although there has been an evolution in the international refugee law, there 



  7 

remain gaps when shaping the needs of displaced populations (Alborzi, 

2006).  

The literature on the obligations of states while handling displacement is 

further explored in “Rethinking Refugee Law” by Niraj Nathwani, where she 

states that states constitute a moral obligation to protect the displaced 

population and ensure that states emplace fair asylum (Nathwani, 2003). 

UNHCR admits the fact that there is a difference between the actual 

international law and how the law is interpreted on the ground when it comes 

to states.  

In the study “Development Management International’s Rapid Assessment of 

the Impact of Syrian Crisis on the Socioeconomic Situation in the North of 

Lebanon and the Bekaa,” conducted by the International Crisis Group clearly 

concluded that Syrian refugees are not only a burden on host communities, 

but also a reason for the degradation of the socioeconomic situation of 

vulnerable Lebanese; who are also experiencing very low wages, and 

complication to access health and education services (International Crisis 

Group, 2013).  Regarding the legal stay in Lebanon, the Lebanese 

government has implemented the sponsorship system, which imposes further 

hardship on the Syrian displaced people, since this system requires a 

Lebanese sponsor. Nevertheless, the labor minister announced that the Syrian 

displaced people could only be deployed in certain jobs. Also, the General 

Security announced that the Syrian displaced people present in Lebanon have 

to renew their residency permit every six months by paying two hundred US 

dollars for each member above fourteen years old. Nevertheless, the General 

Security Office issued a new law for the new displaced Syrians who want to 
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seek asylum on five bases: Tourism, work visit, owning property, study, 

travel (transit), or severe medical needs in addition to other conditions such 

as having a bank account and hotel reservation (The Daily Star, 2015).  

As for the Syrians who escaped to Lebanon prior to the decision altered by 

the Lebanese State, their residency permit is renewed on the basis of their 

registration with UNHCR relying on their validity of their registration 

certificate through a Lebanese sponsor.  This means that a Syrian person who 

was present in Lebanon prior to January 2015 not only has to be registered 

with UNHCR but also to have a Lebanese sponsor (The Daily Star, 2015). 

The budgetary allocation had hampered other key sectors and departments as 

the focus was now on the refugees’ wellbeing, and the government had to 

develop measures that will address such issues within a short period (Weiss, 

1954). 

According to a study conducted by the International Labor Organization in 

Lebanon (ILO), it is noticeable to find one out of four people in Lebanon to 

be a Syrian displaced person which means that the labor force has exceeded 

fifty percent since 2011 in Lebanon (ILO, 2013). 

For this reason, local integration is not plausible for the displaced people.  

The reality shows that the Lebanese government does not want to host the 

Syrian displaced people any longer. While repatriation is always a choice for 

the Lebanese government, this option runs against the grain of international 

customary law. If the state decides to return the displaced people to Syria, 

against their free volition, then there would be a violation of the principle of 

“non-refoulement.”  



  9 

According to a recent survey, by Fargues and Fandrich, published by the 

Migration Policy Centre, the study was conducted in six neighboring 

countries: Morocco, Tunis, Libya, Egypt and Lebanon. The study found that, 

the presence of the Syrian displaced people in Lebanon had its ramifications 

inside the Lebanese Society. The survey indicated a relation between the 

presences of the displaced people in regards to maintaining a stable political 

situation in Lebanon. The increase in costs is associated with the 

government’s involvement in increasing expenditure on stabilization of the 

social safety issues, education for the population, and the health 

requirements. Ideally, this puts immense pressure on other industries, and it 

can lead to a breakdown of some of the sectors such as the agricultural one. 

The increase in demand for some of the basic amenities in Lebanon including 

the electricity and the water can be influential towards managing the strains 

on administrative and social development. When considering the 

unemployment rate, the poverty level of the Lebanese citizens has 

significantly increased to about 30%, and this can be detrimental to the 

success level of the country, and it has been essential in increasing the cost of 

living of individuals. The administrative procedures are costly and complex 

especially on the renewal of the permits of the residency rights, and this 

meant that the Syrian refugees became illegal overnight; albeit on a technical 

basis (Wright, 2015).  

In addition to the sources mentioned above, I will review both academic 

studies on the subject, several reports of the United Nations specialized 

bodies, other specialized bodies in the field of migration, and scholarly 

articles that have produced studies on the subject. 
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1.5     Outline of the Thesis  

 

The first chapter of the Thesis will be the introductory chapter, which 

introduces the research topic, the research question, and elaborates on the 

significance of the study and the research question.  

The Second chapter will describe the situation of the displaced people in 

Lebanon while offering an overview of the waves of displacement since the 

onset of the Syrian Crisis in 2011. Lebanon has been a hub of hosting various 

nationalities prior the Syrian crisis like the Palestinians, Iraqis some other 

nationalities and the latest were the displaced Syrian population. The way the 

Lebanese government responded to the Syrian crisis was different than the 

way it was with the Iraqis. Enduring fifteen years of civil war after the 

presence of the Palestinian refugee and the widespread of the naturalization 

of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, has made the Lebanese fear that a 

similar situation would likely occur with the Syrian presence. The chapter 

also focuses on the onset of displacement process from Syria to Lebanon, 

while briefly describing the areas from where the refugees came. Tables, 

graphs, and maps will be used to describe the history of the displacement. It 

focuses on how Lebanon first allowed the nearly free entry of displaced 

people through its borders before abandoning this open-border policy. It also 

sheds light on the major steps that the Lebanese government and 

municipalities undertook to tackle the displaced people crisis.     

The third chapter examines the issue of displacement under international law, 

highlighting the legal rights and obligations of the host state with a particular 
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focus on Lebanon and those of the displaced population. This chapter will 

survey the pertinent conventions that the Lebanese Government has ratified, 

the conventions that it has not ratified, and the legal obligation and 

humanitarian hurdles under international law even if the government has not 

ratified the 1951-refugee convention. While Lebanon is not a signatory to the 

1951 Geneva Convention, there are certain norms and obligations that 

Lebanon must abide by. This chapter will further describe the areas of 

intervention to ease the suffering of the displaced people in Lebanon. The 

chapter will explain the interventions undertaken by the local NGOs, 

international NGOs, UN agencies, EU and the Lebanese government.  

Chapter four will tackle the principle approaches to tacking the issue of 

displacement. It will present the alternative scenarios proposed for addressing 

the refugees’ problem by describing the advantages and disadvantages of 

each approach. The chapter will include a detailed analysis of whether 

Lebanon should allow the displaced people to 1) stay in Lebanon and address 

their needs in a better way perhaps through establishing refugee camps, 2) 

encourage safe areas formation once the UN establishes them in Syria and 

encourage voluntary return and repatriation and showing the debate of the 

voluntary versus non voluntary return to the safe areas in Syria, or 3) 

resettling the Syrian displaced people into third countries. Each of the above 

points will be elaborated further by stating its advantages and disadvantages.  

Chapter five will present a more detailed view of the advantages and 

disadvantages of resettlement, which is the “transfer of refugees from an 

asylum country to another state that agreed to admit them and ultimately 

grant them permanent settlement” (UNHCR, 2011). The chapter will discuss 
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some of the problems of integration in Europe caused by resettling refugees. 

The issue of integration is currently one of the main topics discussed in 

Europe, taking into consideration the debate of integration and cultural 

assimilation in the urge of Islamophobia, xenophobia, and interference of 

Islam in shaping the domestic politics of the EU states (Green, 2015). 

The last chapter of the thesis will be the conclusion, where I would 

summarize my research findings by stating the importance of identifying new 

host countries that will naturalize the resettled population eventually under 

the auspices of international refugee law.  

1.6  Conclusion  

 

In conclusion, the Lebanese government has taken measures that will 

safeguard its populations against a myriad of challenges including social 

problems and economic instability. The responsibility of upholding human 

rights and protecting the civilians in the interest of the government in power. 

The Lebanese government understands the challenges that it faces with the 

influx of displaced people and where there are limited policies and 

regulations to safeguard the situation unless the situation will get out-of-hand. 

As such, it is important to consider developing measures that will increase the 

relationship of the Lebanese government with the foreign institutions, and 

this can be critical towards achieving stability both economically and 

politically.  

Unfortunately, resettlement places are very limited for the target of 2015 

since only 9000 Syrians were resettled while there remains over one million 

registered with UNHCR (UNHCR, 2015). This shows that the Lebanese 

government has to compile a lot of policy reforms and work closely with both 
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the international community as well the agencies dealing directly with the 

people affected by the crisis.  
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Chapter Two 

Syrian Refugees in Lebanon 

 

Shortly after the onset of the Syrian crisis in March 2011, Lebanon witnessed 

displacement of Syrian nationals. Lebanon is a neighboring country to Syria 

that gradually got affected by the displacement of the Syrians, where a lot of 

the displaced Syrians found solace in regions such as Tripoli and Wadi 

Khaled (Salvin, 2013). The media soon started to cover the evolution of the 

crisis in a detailed manner showing how, on a daily basis, people were getting 

displaced and entered Lebanon through different border crossing points. The 

stories reported by the media showed the dire situation of the displaced 

population and the implications of the war on Lebanon (Al Saadi, 2013). 

Abruptly, the numbers of the displaced started to proliferate, and soon 

Lebanon had to face a new challenge on how to respond to the new 

emergency of huge numbers of displaced people (Phillips, 2012). 
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Figure 1: Syrian Refugees in Lebanon as at September 2014 as per UNHCR 

 

Obviously, the Lebanese did not prepare for hosting such huge numbers of 

displaced people within a short period of time (Presidency of the Council of 

Ministers, 2012). The Lebanese government was suddenly faced with 

increased pressure to manage the response to a new crisis (Dahi, 2014).  

Considering the current situation in Lebanon, it is worth noting the country is 

facing grave challenges ranging from security-related, environmental, and 

economic problems, and this has affected the overall growth and 

development of the economy (Stein and Frederick, 1994).  

Economically speaking, the report primed by the World Bank on the Syrian 

conflict, in 2013, noted that the conflict has impacted the public finances of 

Lebanon and this has subjected the country to the fiscal deficit (Woolley, 

2014). Such information implies that the prices charged for basic 
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commodities in the region have increased, and the infrastructural 

shortcomings have also exacerbated (Rees, 1960).  

The repercussions of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon cannot be underestimated 

following the commencement of the Syrian conflict. The Lebanese 

government in 2014 reported a cost of about $7.5 billion that the country 

needs to host the displaced Syrian population, and the Prime Minister of 

Lebanon has noted that the value increased in 2015 to about $16 billion 

(Presidency of the Council of Ministers, 2015). As per a study conducted by 

Development Management International (DMI)1, which classified the impact 

of the crisis on the host community, the study stated that marginalized areas 

in Lebanon such as Bekaa and North magnetized a huge number of the Syrian 

displaced and this attraction exacerbated existing problems of high illiteracy 

and poverty rates (DMI, 2012). The poverty rate in Lebanon prior to the 

Syrian displacement was twenty-eight percent, however, after the crisis, the 

poverty rate in the North of Lebanon reached fifty-three percent as per a 

study conducted by the International Labor Organization (ILO) (ILO, 2013).  

When considering the poverty rate, the poverty level of the Lebanese citizens 

has significantly increased to about thirty percent, and this can be detrimental 

to the success level of the country, and it has been essential in increasing the 

cost of living of individuals (Woolley, 2014).  

 

 

                                                           
1 DMI is an independent French company, specialized in public policies, in economic development, 

in the reform of judicial institutions, and the strengthening of institutional capacities for better 

governance, it offers a wide range of sustainable solutions for an economic, political and social 

development in an increased globalized world. 
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Figure 2: The Syrian Refugee Crisis as at April 2014 as per UNHCR 

 

Furthermore, the influx also affected the education sector in Lebanon, as the 

majority of the displaced population comprised of children (European 

Commission, 2014). According to the United Nations Children Fund 

(UNICEF), the public schools also faced another challenge and pressure of 

accommodating thousands of new Syrian children (UNICEF, 2013). 

The influx in the number of Sunni displaced individuals has always 

jeopardized the confessional system in Lebanon (Culberston, Oliker and 

Blum, 2016). The suicide bombing that targeted Lebanon’s capital Beirut in 

November 2015 showed the height of insecurity reported in Lebanon 

following the influx of the Syrian displaced. Making the borders of Lebanon 

permeable to increases in the security risks and it can affect the overall inter-

relations characteristics (Green, 2015). The radicalization initiatives are 

taking the center-stage in Lebanon, and this can influence the peace of the 

individuals within the region (Green, 2015).  
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The political deadlock in Syria has underlined the massive challenges that the 

Lebanese government is facing, and this has also been characterized by the 

administrative and fiscal fatigue of the Lebanese administration (Reynolds, 

2012).  

For the policy implementation to be undertaken with ease, there is a need for 

the whole state with its various ministerial bodies to foresee the policy 

implementation and making decisions that can be relevant in solving the 

issues. It was until recently that Lebanon elected Michael Aoun as their 

president, in an election that commenced on 23rd April 2014 and ended on 

31st October 2016. The two-year period did not have a recognized head of 

state, but the Lebanese state was represented and led by then Prime Minister 

Tammam Salam. The situation meant that there was no policy 

implementation made and this influenced the interaction process and the 

overall political progress in the region. Considering the adversity of the 

situation, the issue of how to handle displaced population was an enormous 

challenge that the Lebanese state had to deal with (Lesch, 2011). During this 

period, the political deadlock meant that the crisis burden shifted to the 

municipalities who were not equipped with the necessary infrastructure to 

handle such a huge influx.  

Apart from Lebanon, when tracing the modern day chronological order of 

refugee inflows amongst the major countries, it is worth noting that there 

were issues associated with border management (Culberston, Oliker, Baruch 

and Blum, 2016). Resembling Lebanon, about 81,500 Syrians were reported 

in the Zaatari Camp in Jordan. At the onset of the Syrian crisis, international 

organizations’ together with the Jordanian government faced a lot of 
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challenges when dealing with the influx. The migratory flows that were 

evident amongst the Syrians meant that the problem was bound to escalate in 

the near future, and it was the task of the involved parties to have a detailed 

assessment of the situation in managing the migratory flows. Were the 

conflict in Syria properly managed, then conflict resolution would have 

ensured that the decision-making process amongst the leading organizations 

and even countries properly managed and construed the overall situation 

affecting the society.  

For Lebanon, the tremendous pressure that it was facing to deal with its 

borders was high, and the Arab Spring challenges continued to be the main 

problem in undertaking measures that will aid in achieving stability in the 

involved region. Thousands of lives were at stake, and it was one of the 

deadliest frontiers that the Lebanese government had to deal with in terms of 

the large number of refugees entering the country. The development of 

policies that can improve the situation in Lebanon and achieve the desired 

harmony amongst the different groups of individuals was a necessity 

especially to the current situation that was impacting the Syrians and the 

Lebanon population. The sudden upsurge of population meant that new 

policies and budgetary allocation were in the offing, and this was a massive 

challenge to the Lebanese government.  

Lebanon was concerned with limiting the repercussions that it has 

experienced following the migration of the displaced Syrian population to the 

region and in 2014, the government drafted Policy on Syrian Displacement 

policy paper to address the situation. The policy paper covered various issues 

ranging from the Syrian displaced peoples’ entry requirements to the status of 
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the displaced populations’ residency claims in Lebanon. The intention was to 

mitigate the influx of the Syrians’ while taking the humanitarian 

requirements of the displaced Syrian population into consideration. The 

deterioration of the security level meant that the Syrian displaced within 

Lebanon needed to be monitored and ensure that the laws were strictly 

enforced (Carpenter, 2015). One of the ways that the Lebanese government 

wanted to cope with this crisis was to secure the borders and ensure that the 

integration process of the refugees is successful (El-Khatib, Z., Scales, D., 

Vearey, J., & Forsberg, B. C. 2013). Initially, the entry of population through 

the Lebanon borders was open to the population running away from war, and 

this affected the process of improving the security level and maintaining 

economic growth and development. The budgetary allocation had hampered 

other key sectors and departments as the focus was now on the Syrian 

displaced population’s wellbeing, and the government had to develop 

measures that will address such issues in a diminutive way (El-Khatib, Z., 

Scales, D., Vearey, J., & Forsberg, B. C. 2013) 
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Figure 3: Syria Refugee Response, March 2015 as per UNHCR Data 

 

The adoption of the closed border policy commenced in January 2015 (Guay, 

2015). Considering the significance of safeguarding Lebanon’s borders, the 

management of such borders was central towards achieving sovereignty of 

the state (Guay, 2015). During this period, the borders were completely 

closed and the civilians that were feeling the Syrian war were not allowed to 

enter Lebanon. In addition, the government imposed strict laws where the 

Syrian refugees who did not possess valid documents had to be subjected to 

movement restrictions and could not find employment easily. Such indirect 

measures restricted the prospect of the displaced in Lebanon from continuing 

with their operations, and this influenced the overall success in the 

implementation of operations and influencing the way the management can 

distribute resources. The earlier rejection and exclusion measures that 

Lebanon undertook meant that it discouraged individuals who were planning 



  22 

to seek refuge in Lebanon (Sami, S., Williams, H. A., Krause, S., Onyango, 

M. A., Burton, A., & Tomczyk, B. 2014).  

 

Before the implementation of this closed border policy, the Lebanese 

government had enacted measures that will discourage Syrians from seeking 

refuge in Lebanon. For instance, the Interior Minister, in May 2014, 

announced that the Syrians who were visiting Syria and then coming back to 

Lebanon were not considered as Syrian “refugees”. This meant that the 

Syrian displaced populations’ were restricted from going back to their 

homeland (Bauman, 2016).  

The Lebanese government had implemented measures that will address the 

efficacy of the operations and influence the decision-making process and 

repatriation of the displaced Syrian population. The measures listed above 

were undertaken to safeguard the economic situation and to improve the 

security level of the Lebanese civilians, however, some of the measures 

adopted were against the humanitarian principles and international 

humanitarian law and treaties, which the Lebanese government had signed. 

This implies that the country was required to focus on the norms of the 

international bodies. The October policy of the Lebanese government 

provided the government with the power to restrict the Syrian national’s entry 

to Lebanon, and this meant that the number of displaced people reduced 

(UNHCR, 2017).  

The internal dynamics and the political divisions are the principal causes that 

have impeded the implementation of the procedures and programs that will 

manage the influx of the displaced Syrian population (Usta, & Masterson, 
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2013). The adoption of the border control policies provides an opportunity 

for enhancing the development of key platforms and influencing the decision 

making process towards protecting the displaced populations’ against any 

form of atrocities that they might be subjected to in the dynamic economy 

(Barnes-Dacey, J., & European Council on Foreign Relations. 2012).  

The administrative procedures are costly and complex especially on the 

renewal of the permits of the residency rights, and this meant that the Syrian 

displaced became illegal overnight; albeit on a technical basis (NRC, 2014). 

For instance, the UNHCR was notified in April 2015 that the refugees that 

entered Lebanon after January 5th were to be deregistered from the 

registration within the UNHCR database. This ensured that they formulated 

measures that will mitigate the influx in the numbers of displacement and 

minimize any of the insecurity issues that can be reported in the economy. As 

such, the regulation meant that majority of the displaced Syrian population 

had to move from Lebanon to other neighboring economies. With such 

operations in the economy, the Lebanese government secured its bodies and 

legitimized the entry of the displaced Syrian population to Lebanon.  

The programs associated with the displaced Syrian population were always 

detrimental to the host communities, and this implies that there should always 

be a balance in the policy implementation (Samari, 2017). Because of the 

gigantic nature of the crisis, the distributed aid and emergency response 

programs were hard to be distributed to all the displaced Syrians due to 

funding limitations (Ngo, 2014). The shrinking involvement of these 

organizations meant that the municipal authorities were given more 

responsibility to foresee the operations in the areas filled with the displaced 
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population (Morano-Fouadi and Malena, 2012). This heightened the public 

frustrations on the service delivery and imposed negativity on the perception 

of individuals regarding the government involvement in these operations. The 

government was no longer involved with providing services to the local 

community as the focus had shifted to meet the interest of the displaced 

population through the UNHCR platform. With this in place, it was evident 

that such dynamics can have an influence on the “refugee” and host 

community’s dynamics and this can create the risk of mistrust and exacerbate 

social tensions. The international bodies were not happy with the Lebanese 

government’s imposition of security issues including frequent checks, 

minimizing movement, evictions, and reported raids, and this had an impact 

on the involvement of the employees towards achieving success (Morano-

Fouadi and Malena, 2012).  

In addition, the government of Lebanon understands the need for having a 

cordial relationship with the non-governmental organization as this will 

provide a framework for understanding how they can help the Syrian crisis 

and meet the interest of the displaced populations’ (DRC, 2012). The 

Lebanese laws that have been implemented have resulted in numerous 

limitations that might hinder the response rate of the non-governmental 

organizations on these refugees. The public institutions have restricted the 

implementation of the community-level initiatives, and this can affect the 

leakages and the corruption level in the economy (Rabil, 2016). The internal 

politics and the development of the geographic criteria on service delivery 

and modalities can delay the service delivery, but also influence the political 
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interests of Lebanon and the support for various priorities that can benefit the 

locals.  

The assistance to household initiatives can be influential in increasing the 

service delivery and improve the perception of individuals on the policy 

implementation that is positive to both the displaced Syrian population and 

the host country. However, it is worth noting that the implementation of 

current legislation can affect the foreign aid community as they will not be 

willing to support the priorities and plans of Lebanon and this will affect the 

relationship of the government with the civil society (Charles and Denman, 

2013).  

What are the impacts of these new policies on the lives of the displaced 

population and Lebanese government? It is worth noting that the policies that 

have been implemented are targeted on improving the living conditions of the 

Lebanese citizens (Masri and Srour, 2014). The policy framework, which was 

implemented, aimed at improving the living standards and conditions of the 

Lebanese. However, the families of the Syrian displaced would be negatively 

impacted, as their living conditions worsened.  

In the past, the Lebanese workforce was known for seasonal employment of 

migrant workers from Syria, and the current policy diminishes the chances of 

Syrians’ getting any employment opportunities; hence, unable to meet their 

daily needs in the society (Masri and Srour, 2014).  With this in place, it is 

expected that the social tensions will be on the rise and the new regulations 

will hamper the progress of the Syrian displaced in Lebanon. The social 

injustices prevailing on the displaced populations’ including discrimination 

on employment terms and being treated differently can easily sow 
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resentment. This will have an impact on the peaceful coexistence between the 

Syrians and the Lebanese; a situation can render the country in political 

upheaval and economic instability.  

In conclusion, the Lebanese government has taken measures that will 

safeguard its populations against a myriad of challenges including social 

problems and economic instability. On the part of the Syrian refugees in 

Lebanon, they no longer have the freedom of moving to their country of 

origin and returning to Lebanon unless they encounter a certain status quo. 

The responsibility of upholding human rights and protecting the civilians in 

the interest of the government in power. The Lebanese government 

understands the challenges that it faces with the influx in the displaced 

population. As such, it is important to consider developing measures that will 

increase the relationship of the government with the foreign institutions and 

this can be critical towards achieving stability both economically and 

politically.  
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Chapter Three  

Displacement under International Law 

Lebanon like other MENA countries experienced an influx in the displaced 

population from Syria (Zimmerman, 2011). The displaced population from 

Syria not only included Syrians’ but Palestinians’ as well. The two groups of 

“refugees” face protection gaps that are severe, and this is attributed to 

Lebanon’s lacking a formal and clear policy for implementing the legal 

process regarding the displaced populations’ stay (Gammouh, Al-Smadi, 

Tawalbeh, and Khoury, 2015). One of the policies is the ‘no-camp’ policy 

that the government of Lebanon has implemented, and this has created a 

crisis in the settlement process of the displaced population including 

overcrowding and other socio-economic problems. There is no national 

legislation dealing with refugees which means that the “refugees” in Lebanon 

do not have any legal status (Sadek, 2013). However, as per the customary 

law, Lebanon is circumscribed for the principle of non-refoulement; which is 

the concept of not returning a person to the country of origin when the 

person’s life is at risk (Sadek, 2013). The only law governing the foreigner’s 

stay is the 1962 law; article 26 of this law states “Every foreigner who is 

persecuted or sentenced for a political crime outside Lebanon, or whose life 

or liberty is threatened on account of political activity, may apply for asylum 

in Lebanon.”  

Since the Lebanese government is comprised of various sects, each having its 

own political agenda and preferences, it made it clear that there would not be 
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a consensus regarding the treatment towards the displaced and the 

articulation of the rights to be provided to the displaced population.  

Legal frameworks have been implemented in Lebanon with the intention of 

improving the integration process between the inhabitants and the displaced 

persons from Syria. The legal framework ensures that there is always an 

affiliation between the displaced population and the foreigners’ to the locals, 

especially on the resource allocations (Hourani and Van Vliet, 2012).  

One of the key issues that faced the governmental and non-governmental 

organizations was the issue of relief and aid allocation, which meant that a 

memorandum of understanding (MOU), was to be signed between the 

Lebanese government and the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR). The purpose of this MoU find and explain the 

framework of cooperation between the Lebanese authorities and UNHCR 

(Masri and Srour, 2014). The MOU was undertaken in September 2003 since 

the Iraqi crisis, and it provided that Lebanon was not to be considered as an 

asylum country. The MOU highlighted the responsibilities of UNHCR in its 

aim towards supporting the capacity of the national stakeholders in their 

response towards displacement and the governments’ mandate regarding the 

repatriation process. Moreover, the MoU clearly indicated that UNHCR has 

the mandate to assist all the nationalities except the Palestinians since they 

fall under UNURWA’s mandate (ANERA, 2012). Another reason for signing 

the MoU was Lebanon not being a signatory of the 1951 convention, and 

UNHCR had to reach to an understanding with the government to implement 

its mandate and make sure that the government respects the already existing 

asylum seekers which the majority of them were the Iraqi refugees.  It was 
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imperative that the Lebanese government had to ensure that the displaced 

population is immune against forced repatriation and that the government 

would contribute towards improving the living conditions of the displaced 

and ensuring that the various displaced populations in Lebanon are treated 

uniformly (Parker, 2015). The harmonization of the legal framework of 

Lebanon with that of the international standards provided an avenue towards 

maximizing the resource allocation and ensuring that the conflict level was 

managed. However, Lebanon witnessed another wave of influx – the Syrians’ 

who had their own protection issues, vulnerabilities, cultural differences and 

needed different response than that of the previously displaced populations. 

For this reason, the MoU between the Lebanese government and the UNHCR 

had to revise because first, the new influx was much more punitive, complex 

and grander in numbers (ANERA, 2012). Nevertheless, the MoU is the 

stepping stone for the framework of cooperation between the Lebanese 

government and UNHCR, and with a new wave of displacement, further 

cooperation is needed to ensure that the response to the crisis is well managed 

(ANERA, 2012). 

The management and the response to displacement is a vital component when 

considering the decision making process and the implementation of the 

international treaties. For Lebanon, the aspect of the crisis management and 

how to treat the displaced became essential in minimizing any dire 

consequences that will affect the cordial relationship between the refugees 

and the locals.  

The Refugee Convention, which was developed in 1951, focused on the 

rights and obligations of both the state and displaced populations’ (UNHCR, 
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2003). The treaties associated with human rights endeavors are critical 

towards improving the obligations of the Lebanese government. It is the 

obligation of the host country to ensure that the displaced populations’ are 

not mistreated, but are rather accorded with pertinent human rights standards. 

Even though Lebanon is not part of the 1951 Convention, it was important 

for Lebanon to adhere to the requirements of the international treaty 

regarding the protection of individuals against atrocities. The international 

law does not absolve Lebanon from its legal obligations to the displaced 

people. Conversely, as per a report by the Lebanese Institute for Democracy 

and Human Rights (LIFE), which exposed the situation of the Syrian 

displaced in Lebanon, it showed that the Lebanese government did not 

provide protection to the susceptible displaced people (LIFE, 2012). 

Furthermore, the report showed the numbers of the arbitrary detained Syrian 

individuals who are treated as aliens in another country and not as a 

“refugee”. Human Rights Watch released a report regarding the arbitrary 

detention of the displaced and the nature of the detention facilities and 

indicated that torture mechanisms have been implemented, which are 

violations of the international law (HRW, 2012).  

Revealingly, the Lebanese government had to integrate new policies related 

to solving the crisis (HRW, 2012). The legal framework and the adaptability 

of the key tenets of the Lebanese government provides an avenue for 

improving the municipalities, and this can contribute to the enormous burden 

on the management of the crisis and difficulties that are facing the economy 

(HRW, 2012). The collaboration between the international organizations and 

the government of Lebanese provided an opportunity for improving the 
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structure and ensuring that the displaced have an improved economic 

situation. The strategies that have been undertaken by the European countries 

offer an opportunity towards improving the argumentative political decision 

and managing the migrant population.  

When assessing the national legislation that has been developed by Lebanon 

regarding the asylum seekers and the displaced, there are no distinct and 

comprehensive legal frameworks that will be essential in improving the 

displaced peoples’ treatment (Itani, 2013).  

From the time that the Syrian displaced people started approaching Lebanon, 

the Lebanese government did not register them as the registration was led by 

UNHCR.  UNHCR was designated by the Lebanese government to register 

the displaced population and issue the displaced a UNHCR certificate of 

registration which would allow them to have access to basic services, 

however, this registration certificate is not a legal document (Meier, 2013). 

The initial interview that Syrians conduct with UNHCR is not an interview to 

determine their refugee status, but rather for the main purpose of recording 

their basic information, identify their vulnerabilities and refer them to the 

specialized unit if they agreed to get assisted by the latter  (Thibos, 2014). 

This certificate is a pre-requisite for the person during his/her renewal of 

residency and to have access to other basic services. The shared data included 

the basic bio data information after a Syrian is registered with UNHCR. 

Based on the data which was being shared by UNHCR, the Lebanese 

government was able to conduct the preliminary planning and yield decisions 

concerning the displaced accordingly (Thibos, 2014).  
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As per the literature, the Lebanese government had issued some bilateral 

agreements with the Syrian government for issues related to a work permits 

and economic arrangements. However, despite these bilateral agreements, the 

Lebanese government situated restrictions over the displaced population 

related to property ownership and the workability towards improving the 

controllability of the maneuvers of the displaced people (Knutsen, 2014).  

The restrictive nature of border entry was a paramount decision that the 

Lebanese government undertook to ensure that the situation of the 

displacement is managed, the open door policy during the onset of the crisis 

was transformed to a closed door policy (Itani and Grebowski, 2013). The 

new policy proclamation that was undertaken on January 2015 provided an 

opportunity for enforcing border regulations and setting new conditions that 

are relevant towards necessitating entry into Lebanon. Some of the new 

conditions that prevailed at the border’s prior entry to Lebanon included 

having documentation from the embassy of the foreign country, hotel 

reservation and having a Lebanese sponsor. For the Lebanese government, 

the issuance of firm border policy would formulate for the ease in the 

management of the crisis and ensure that resource allocation; towards 

improving the service delivery. In addition, the government also imposed 

arbitrary denials on crossing the border without following the effective plans 

and strategies as per humanitarian principles (Khatib, 2014). UNHCR had to 

suspend the registration of the Syrian displaced people as of 6 May 2015 by 

the request of the Lebanese government (Khatib, 2014). 

The residence permit that was issued to the Syrian displaced in Lebanon 

required to be renewed after every six months, and they are provided with the 
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option of renewing the residence permit for two periods only, and without a 

valid residency permit, a Syrian displaced person could be arrested by the 

Lebanese state. The Lebanese government heightened the security 

requirements and considered it to be one of their paramount activities towards 

managing the crisis.  

The empathetic reaction of the majority of the Lebanese towards the 

displaced Syrians at the onset of the conflict in Syria has meant that the 

government has implemented measures that try to prevent the volatility 

perception amongst the host communities. Lebanon understands the 

implication of its involvement in Syria’s conflict and the damage that it might 

cause to the individuals including political upheaval, death, and extreme 

violence (Elali, 2014). As such, the Lebanese government has always 

negotiated with the international bodies to develop a framework that aids in 

managing the situation and disassociating themselves from the crisis if 

possible (IRIN, 2012).  

The analysis of the border policy shows that there has been the unequivocal 

treatment of the displaced regarding the border entry criteria to Lebanon, and 

this has affected the incorporation of policies which embrace  Human Rights 

morals when determining the rights and obligations of the displaced 

populations. The restrictive and the barring nature of the policies that were 

implemented by the Lebanese government, has elevated concerns with 

international bodies and human rights activists’ claiming that the government 

was mistreating the Syrian displaced instead of according them the desired 

respect and the universal accepted rights (HRW, 2014). The Lebanese 

government needs to align the state’s interest with those of the international 
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bodies such as the UNHCR as this will be the avenue towards having a 

reliable and peaceful coexistence between the displaced populations’ and the 

host community (Kullab, 2014). What we mean by aligning of interests is 

that in order for the government to respond to the crisis in an effective way, it 

has to collaborate vigorously with the aid organizations as the latter is 

conducting the work of the state. For example, UNHCR substitutes some of 

the Lebanese state’s work where the government of Lebanon has surrogated 

some of its responsibilities to UNHCR such as the registration of the 

displaced populations (Lakkis, 2014).   

Another report issued by Amnesty International acknowledges the efforts 

conducted by the Lebanese government in relation to its open border policy. 

However, it critiqued some of the adopted policies, for example, “reportedly 

preventing some categories of people fleeing from the conflict in Syria from 

entering their territories, which would constitute a violation of international 

law.” (Amnesty 2015).  

Moreover, the Lebanese government is anxious about its long-standing 

Palestinian camps which are loaded with fundamentalist groups possessing 

arms, had its concerns regarding the Syrian settlements and from the 

beginning refused their establishment in order to prevent the Palestinian 

scenario from happening all over again (Goldenziel, 2013). The Lebanese 

government had refused to establish not only for security reasons but to 

shrink inter-communal tensions. Since Lebanese society is sectarian in 

nature, the decision to whether or not establish camps would need the 

approval of eighteen different sects. For example, the Deputy Secretary-

General of   Hezbollah Sheikh Naim Qassem manifested that “any camp for 
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Syrians in Lebanon will turn into a military pocket that will be used as a 

launch pad against Syria and then against Lebanon.” (Daily Star, 2013).  

In contrary, other scholars such as Jacobsen argue that if camps are 

established this would allow the state to better-oversee and govern the 

displaced populations (Jacobsen, 1996). Other Lebanese political parties have 

reservations regarding the establishment of camps as the majority of the 

displaced population is comprised of Sunnis, and they fear that a sectarian 

disparity would occur (NOW, 2014). Hence, as the establishment of “refugee 

camps” is forbidden by the Lebanese government, a vast majority of the 

displaced population have managed to form informal settlements, and some 

took shelter in unfinished buildings, while others in shops (Saghieh and 

Frangieh, 2014).   

Another issue, in the realm of education, concerns access of the Syrian 

children into the public schools. It is acknowledged that the public schools 

lack administrative and health amenities to equip huge numbers of new 

students. Although the Ministry of Education has allotted a decree allowing 

the registration of non-Lebanese children inside schools, however, due to the 

scarcity of resources, a high percentage of Syrian children remain in a 

deadlock during every academic year (UNICEF, 2015). United Nations 

Children Fund (UNICEF) and Lebanese public schools not only lack 

infrastructural set-up but also lack quality human resources comprised of 

teachers that have guidance and training to apply student/child-centered 

methods.  

Nevertheless, the accompanied prejudice related to “refugee” or displaced is 

that these groups are a security threat deteriorating the economic situation of 
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the country, as there would be competition between the local labor versus 

low-wage workers.  

Soon the numbers of the displaced reached over one million in Lebanon 

making one every four Lebanese a displaced person, and the government of 

Lebanon is incapable of addressing the crisis that this situation created 

(Heizmann, 2015). Since Lebanon is not part of the 1951 convention, the 

Syrian displaced are not capable of having access to asylum applications, and 

the majority of their rights conveyed inside the 1951 convention are not 

accessible to them.  

Unequivocally, Lebanon, as discussed, is part of international legal 

instruments such as the Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ESCR) and as per this convention it is stated that the displaced populations 

have the right to shelter and livelihood services and by Lebanon not abiding 

by this , the state is violating article 11 of the convention2.  

Speaking of employment, the ministry of labor states that all foreigners 

entering Lebanon for work purposes should possess a valid work permit after 

paying a certain amount of money (LCRP, 2015). Due to financial 

constraints, the majority of the Syrian displaced labor force are engaged in 

labor without work permits, and this generates insecurity among the 

Lebanese youth as they fear that the displaced people would acknowledge 

working on a lower wage (Khatib, 2014).  

                                                           
2 Art. 11(1) states: “The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an 

adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, 

and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps 

to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of 

international co-operation based on free consent.” International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights, Nov. 3, 1972, 993 U.N.T.S. 3. 
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Lebanon has ratified the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women - CEDAW convention which is the 

convention on elimination of all kinds of discrimination against women. 

Despite this ratification, it was noted among the displaced Syrian women that 

some sexual harassment issues and violations which could be summarized as 

underage marriage, domestic violence, sexual harassment, and forced 

marriage cases occurred (Mawani, 2014).  

The protracted situation and the lack of “refugee” centered policies also 

created another protection issue which was among children who comprise an 

enormous part. Lebanon being part of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) since 1990 faced the issue of child labor, where a lot of children 

are engaged in worst forms of child labor even though the labor law prohibits 

the engagement of children under fourteen years old.  

It is crucial for Lebanon to develop comprehensive guiding principles and 

policies which would allow the displaced Syrian population to practice their 

rights under the auspices of the international law.  
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Chapter Four 

 

The International Legal Regime with Regards to 

the Treatment of the Displaced: The case of 

Lebanon 

 

The main purpose of this chapter is to discuss the gaps in the humanitarian 

arena between law and practice focusing on the conventions that the 

Lebanese government has ratified. The same conventions which aim to 

mitigate the suffering of the people who experienced violations against 

human rights, which sets the background for humanitarian response and the 

principals of humanitarian intervention in the modern world. The 

humanitarian response perception which is a Western liberal-internationalist 

approach which largely emerged during the nineteenth century as the result of 

the Ottoman Empire’s atrocities against Christian minorities (Javshree and 

Machmahon, 2013). The concept of humanitarianism and humanitarian 

response further evolved inside the conventions to be used as a common 

rubric for human rights and how the United Nations would operate during the 

crisis (Ove B., and Mahmoudi S., 2011).  

The 1951 convention which Lebanon is not part of clearly defines the legal 

status of a “refugee” and this treaty also incorporates not only the 

obligations’ of the state, for it includes as well the rights and obligations of 

the displaced individuals as well. The need to safeguard the interest of the 

displaced and provide them with the necessary amenities has been the basis 

for development and implementation of the 1951 convention (Ove B, and 

Mahmoudi S., 2011).  
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Lebanon is not a party to the 1951 refugee convention, however even if 

Lebanon is not a signatory of the 1951 convention, the international norm 

stipulates that the Lebanese government is  mandated to comply with the 

international laws regarding refugees because the  Lebanese government has 

committed itself to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

(United Nations). All states who are not signatory to the 1951 convention 

have to respect the non-refoulement principal by not returning a person 

forcibly to a country amid war. The International Court of Justice defines in 

its statute article 38 (1) that universal practices which are accepted by the 

states’ permits it of becoming a law even if a state has not signed or ratified a 

certain treaty because those universal practices will take precedence in any 

case as compared to the national law. Hence these universal practices are 

prominent factors when speaking of the legal rights of the displaced (United 

Nations University, 2003).   

It is significant to note that an alteration of the domestic policies and laws to 

fit the requirements of the 1951 Convention can be critical towards affecting 

the progress of the concerned countries’ especially for a country like Lebanon 

which is governed by the notion of consociational democracy. In her piece 

‘Factors Influencing the Policy Responses of Host Governments to Mass 

Refugee Influxes,’ Karen Jacobsen portrays the policy formation components 

that governments’ adopt which are: “the costs and benefits of accepting 

international assistance, relations with the sending country, political 

calculations about the local community’s absorption capacity, and national 

security considerations (Jacobsenm 1996). In addition to the Lebanese 

governments’ response to the Syrian displaced individuals was not only 
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managed by the cabinet, but the municipalities also had their own role while 

responding to the crisis. To clarify more, Lebanon is comprised of eight 

governorates and these governorates supervise twenty six districts with nine 

hundred and eighty five municipalities (UNHCR, 2014). These municipalities 

soon started working with the aid organizations and formed the Lebanese 

Crisis Response Plan to address the needs of the Syrian displaced in Lebanon 

which would increase the resilience of the host communities in Lebanon. The 

crucial reason for forming the LCRP was to help the Lebanese government in 

augmenting the local systems and bolster Lebanese governments’ socially, 

economically, and strengthen local institutions (LCRP, 2015). We must not 

forget that each municipality, depending on the magnitude of the Syrian 

displaced individuals that they had, altered specific policies in order to reduce 

the tensions because the municipalities were the ones directly sentiment to 

the burden. Since Lebanon is a confessional country as explained by Imad 

Salamey, there are sub-national actors such as municipalities helping in 

creating resilience (Salamey, 2014).  

One of the LCRP tenets is local partnerships and between various fractions of 

the society with the municipalities as a cornerstone in service delivery. 

Another fundamental aspect is empowering municipalities to alleviate 

tensions. The experience showed that municipalities had their own planning 

mechanism (Thibos, 2014). For example, some municipalities imposed 

curfews to curb the movement of the displaced (Thibos, 2014) which is not in 

concurrent with the principals of international law.  

In the course of the crisis in Lebanon, the government has always reiterated 

the significance of prioritizing the needs of the hosting community as 
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compared to the displaced (ICG, 2013). The volatility of the legal system of 

the country has seen the influx of ‘refugees’ such as the Iraqis and 

Palestinians. The government has been skeptical to address these issues, and 

this has affected the individuals in various ways including the foreign policy 

acquisition and the deportation process of the unofficial ‘migrants’. The 

Lebanese government has always stood on the significance of holding 

allegiance to the country’s constitution and protecting the natural resources 

that are available in Lebanon which are scarce as the crisis has put a gigantic 

load on the financial scope where weak infrastructure and deterioration in the 

economic and social situation exists (Dahi, 2014). Considering the enormous 

amount of the displaced in Lebanon from one point and the need to satisfy 

the Lebanese citizens, the government has focused on having a well-planned 

and orchestrated strategy that will be inclusive and ensure that the needs of 

the domestic population are met (Dahi, 2014). Although the deportation of 

the unofficial members is enshrined in the Lebanese Law of Entry and Exit, 

in the past, where such law was not in place, the government relied on the 

MOU existing between the UNHCR and the Lebanese government (Dahi, 

2014).  

Hence because Lebanon is not a signatory of the 1951 refugee convention It 

was on this basis that the government implemented a regulation where the 

General Security was tasked with monitoring the legality of entering the 

border through issuing six months residency permits. This was critical in 

ensuring that the number of foreigners was managed in the country (Amnesty 

International, 2014). The refugees from Syria were accorded the altercation 

necessary for improving the security measures and necessitating the aim of 
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the humanitarian assistance, which will be essential towards increasing the 

efficiency of the operations. However, the Lebanese government has been 

against the refugee convention, and it has failed to cooperate with the 

UNHCR in developing measures that can manage the influx of the refugees. 

The policies of UNHCR are based on the humanitarian perspective, and there 

is no political affiliation or requirement attached to the mandates stipulated in 

the MOU. Every policy that is implemented across the globe has its own 

challenges and it is the duty of the government to assess these challenges and 

weigh them against the strength in achieving success level. 

The government has been involved in managing the refugee crisis that is 

reported in the economy including the Iraqi and the Syria crisis. However, 

there have always been political difficulties in every tenet of operations and 

this has jeopardized the success level for the implementation process 

(Bahout, 2013). When looking at the Syrian situation, the historic link 

between the two countries has faced political turmoil in the past and the 

analysts have started to base their argument on the previous treatment of the 

refugees from Palestine. The Syrian conflict is met with divergent 

interpretations arising from the need for coherent and systematic adoption of 

the protection policy and approach. Refraining from the official stance on the 

Syrian conflict can have a repercussion on the overall treatment of the Syrian 

displaced. The reality, in this case, was that the Syrian conflict had finally 

‘spilled-over’ to Lebanon and it marked a shift in security and political 

situation in the Lebanon. This has had an effect on building the relationship 

between involved individuals and creating a framework for achieving global 

success in the policy implementation process (Itani, 2013).   
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The Lack of cooperation between the Lebanese government and the 

international bodies was one of the complications that debilitated a crisis 

response. It was not until the end of December 2012 that the government 

implemented a plan that aimed at meeting the explosive needs of the 

refugees. The response that has been undertaken by the government of 

Lebanon has been based on the ability to improve the media response and 

influence the strategic decision- making process. However, this has not been 

achieved with ease as the majority of the individuals are concerned with 

dignified measures that can raise the perception regarding the displaced and 

the safety standards of the individuals (Sanyal, 2014).   

In terms of arbitrary detention, Lebanon does not have standardized detention 

practices that individuals can be subjected to when they enter Lebanon in an 

unofficial manner. In the past, however, the government has relied on 

ensuring it delivers effective measures that will improve the relationship 

between the dedicated facility in managing the regular prisons and the influx 

in the unofficial individuals in Lebanon (Holzer, 2013). Considering the 

mistreatment and torture of the displaced as reported in the Human Rights 

Watch, the recommendations for the Lebanese government were raised to 

revamp the existing national laws to be in accordance with the international 

law (UNDP and Mercy Corps, 2015). Whilst, from this basis and in order to 

be in compliance with the international law, the government has ensured the 

incorporation of these tenets in improving the effectiveness of policy 

implementation and service delivery in the targeted individuals.  

The determination of the status of the displaced and durable solutions 

towards the issue has been undertaken within the 1951 Convention (United 
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Nations, 1951). When speaking about the international legal conventions that 

Lebanon has ratified, we should first note that Lebanon has ratified the 

charter of the United Nations. This is a significant step that Lebanon, as a 

country, to abide by the notions of humanitarian doctrines not only when it 

comes to the treatment of its nationals but as well the displaced people 

(Holzer, 2013). The UNHCR’s anticipation is to ensure that the displaced 

people are resettled and that the policy advocacy is to promote with states 

who are a signatory to the 1951 convention to accept yearly people fleeing 

war and in need of international protection. The renewal of the residency 

permits for the Syrian nationals that have entered Lebanon is fostered through 

temporal residence permits, however, the majority of the displaced have 

deemed the practice of renewing the residency permit costly (NRC, 2014). 

The framework for the implementation of new measures that will aid in 

minimizing costs of renewal process of the residence permit for the Syrian 

displaced was a topic that UNHCR has been trying to coordinate with the 

Lebanese government to make the process amicable (NRC, 2014).  

Likewise, speaking about the Lebanese governments’ efforts as part of the 

international treaties, it is worth mentioning that the government has been 

part of the majority of the pilot conventions which deal with the preservation 

of the human rights. Lebanon has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, Convention on the Political Rights of Women, United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, the Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime (UN Treaty Center).  
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Based on the above data related to the conventions ratified by the Lebanese 

government, we envisage that the dignified treatment of displaced 

populations, as well as foreigners to be operated and policies enacted by the 

government dealing with the treatment of displaced individuals, abide by the 

conventions that the government has ratified (Asseburg, 2012). UNHCR has 

constantly advocated for the government not to consider arbitrary detention 

or refoulement as solutions, and their argument comes from the humanitarian 

perspective.  

Lebanon, like most countries, is concerned with improving the economic 

conditions through harnessing growth and development endeavors, and this is 

achievable when it manages the influx of displaced populations. Despite the 

constant plea from the UNHCR, the Lebanese government has continued to 

uphold its stance on the resettlement process, and the authorities have stepped 

up on the need to increase the repatriation and resettlement process due to the 

increase in the insecurity issues. The re-evaluation of the resettlement spots 

has been undertaken with the intention of improving the situation of Lebanon 

and ensuring that there is no infringement on the security issues in the 

selected regions (Council of Europe, March 2014).  

The dual mandate of the UNHCR initiatives are clearly outlined in the 1951 

Convention treaty, and it has focused on assistance, support, and protection 

of refugees. The responsibilities for the international communities and the 

non-governmental organizations are clearly stated when it comes to asylum-

seekers (Gardam and Charlesworth, 2000). The UNHCR is pursuing the need 

for repatriation, resettlement, and local integration as indicated earlier. The 

political parties and the lawmakers in Lebanon have complicated the issue of 
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local integration as they tend to admonish such strategy on the bases of the 

inadequacy of local resources which are barely sufficient to meet the 

demands of the local population.  The Lebanese government, evident in the 

parliamentary meetings, has used the term ‘displaced’ instead of the 

commonly referred ‘refugee’ due to the need to maintain the temporary status 

of the displaced persons in Lebanon. The Lebanese government once 

reiterated that it would not be creating alternative homes for the displaced 

rather it would only offer them solace before they return to their homes.  

4.1  International Law Versus. Reality 

 

Seeing that the 1951 convention clearly sets the definition of a refugee, the 

rights and obligations of the states and those of refugees and because any 

person has the right to seek asylum conceivably the displaced people are 

legitimate to choose between voluntary repatriation, integration in the 

country that is hosting them, or resettlement to a third country. Nonetheless, 

there is a disparity between the law and what is stated in the conventions and 

how in reality the law is practiced. For example Hannah Arendt illustrates 

that international law is a summary of concrete civil rights where states are 

habitual to fulfill them in their domestic law (Arendt, 2004). Furthermore, 

she emphasizes on the gap that exists between international humanitarian 

law, international refugee law and the norms related to international law with 

that of the way in solving and addressing the problems. Arendt further 

articulates that this disparity between the international law and domestic law 

as the emanation of the nation-state concept, because according to her as 

nation states exist then this would lead citizens to demand their political and 

social rights (Arendt, 2004).   
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Another argument regarding the implementation of the international law and 

human rights law is that of the monetary strain on the international 

community. For example, the Syrian crisis started amid 2011 and the 

international community since then has been pouring tremendous amount of 

aid noting that the Syrian crisis is not the only crisis that the world is facing. 

There are crises in Iraqi, Nigeria, and Yemen, and this makes displacement 

not only a massive burden on the hosting states but as well as to those 

funding the aid organizations (Kaunert and Leonard, 2012) and this leads 

states’ capacity to respond to shift forgetting their moral obligations (Kaunert 

and Leonard, 2012).  

 

4.2  Humanitarian Aid vs. International Law 

 

Aid politics, which is part of the humanitarian intervention and part of the 

foreign policy of a state, plays a crucial role in the way international law is 

practiced because the principles of humanitarianism are implemented when a 

state provides aid to another state through international development 

organizations and aid agencies (Lundsgaarde, 2013). Of course, the idea of 

relief has been dated decades, and it emerged as the result of the developed 

nations assisting the underdeveloped nations as a way to foster international 

relations and help nations “better.”  

As aid has been used to ameliorate the suffering of the people since the onset 

of the Syrian crisis in 2011, it has been pouring into the countries hosting the 

displaced individuals as a dominant act which international states conduct in 

the absence of humanitarian solutions to end the conflict in Syria; which is 

prevented by lack of unanimous voting between the nations who have the 
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veto power inside the security council to end the armed conflict in Syria 

(Bidinger, Lang, Hites, Kuzmova,. Noureddine, and  Akram, 2015).  

Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that the Syrian crisis was able to grab 

the attention of the donors. However, there remains a funding gap, and it 

remains political, as Knorr and Morgenthau argue that when states fund or 

provide aid it is for purely economic and political reasons rather than 

humanitarian reasons (Morgenthau, 1920).   

Unlike in the past where UNHCR and other international bodies were 

focused on immediate resolutions to the crisis, the current focus has been on 

developing local solutions that integrate all facets of the individuals in the 

economy. The case of Lebanon showcases the difficulty that the international 

bodies are facing with addressing the plight of the displaced. The growing 

frustration has led to profound needs for informed solutions that will be 

essential in improving the relationship between the locals and the displaced 

through advocating for policies that are effective in the sector. Every 

jurisdiction has its own mandate, and it is the duty of the government to 

consider measures that can improve the tranquility of the operations and 

ensure that peaceful coexistence is achieved in the regions that have been 

affected by the displaced (Rothkopf, 2012).  

Although UNHCR policies can be deemed to be affecting the host country, 

the policy implementation should always incorporate the local frameworks 

that have been developed by the host countries. The influx in a particular 

region cannot always be used as the basis for revoking the domestic legal 

aspects regarding the displaced by the UNCHR, and there is always a need 

for a strategy to ensure that the local policies are streamlined with the 
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international body’s policies. The case of the Syrian crisis has clearly 

indicated that there are challenges to the international regulations and local 

regulations when it comes to handling this matter.  

One of the elements that will never be ignored in the future is the host 

country’s interest regarding the issue. The influx in displacement to a certain 

region can slow down economic growth and development, affect the political 

stability, and hamper the security issues in the region. Lebanon has been 

known not to be the signatory of the 1951 Convention due to its lack of 

incorporating the interest of the local population when developing policies on 

refugees’ resettlement and repatriation process. For Lebanon, the 

international support that the country has received has leaned towards 

operational support, advocacy, and fundraising, with little being directed to 

the option of burden-sharing especially on security issues and protecting its 

local population. 
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Chapter Five 

 

Impact of Refugee Resettlement: The Social and 

Cultural Integration of Refugees in the 

Resettlement country 

 

Since the onset of the Syrian crisis Europe specifically and the US witnessed 

waves of “migrants,” “asylum seekers,” and “refugees” who were either 

crossing the international border to seek international protection or because 

of economic reasons (Whittaker, 2005). Refugee resettlement and its impact 

on the economy has been an on-going phenomenon with the countries 

debating on the attributes associated with refugees seeking asylum in Europe 

and the United States. The number of asylum seeking applications amplified 

gradually, and soon countries like Germany and Greece faced the same 

challenges like Lebanon (Council of Europe, 2014).  

In this chapter, we will speak about resettlement and its implications as well 

as display some of the definitions related to refugee resettlement and the 

challenges of resettlement and contribute to the already existing literature of 

resettlement hoping that it could make effective beneficence inside the debate 

of how to tailor policies regarding refugee resettlement (Stein, 1986). 

 First of all, what is resettlement? Resettlement is a durable solution where a 

person is unable to integrate into the first asylum country or return back to 

the country of origin. Moreover, the resettled person has to obtain the 

definition of a refugee as listed in article one of the 1951 convention prior 

than being admitted to a third country. Hence UNHCR’s definition for 

resettlement is the following:  “Involves the selection and transfer of refugees 
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from a State in which they have sought protection to a third State which has 

agreed to admit them – as refugees – with permanent residence status. The 

status provided ensures protection against refoulement and provides a 

resettled refugee and his/her family or dependents with access to rights 

similar to those enjoyed by nationals. Resettlement also carries with it the 

opportunity to eventually become a naturalized citizen of the resettlement 

country.” (UNHCR, 2004).  

Resettlement is also a humanitarian apparatus as well as a gateway of 

livelihood to a person where the resettled person would be given the 

opportunity of re-establishing life (Malena and Fouadi, 2012). One of the 

main elements of selection for resettlement is because of the ‘persecution’ 

element and fear of return that a person faces and the agency responsible for 

referring such cases is UNHCR, where the latter refers the cases to the 

resettlement states who have agreed to host refugees under the resettlement 

scheme. Of course, the criteria for a referral from UNHCR lie on many other 

factors as well such as the woman at risk, a child at risk, serious medical 

needs, legal, physical protection needs, lack of foreseeable durable solutions 

inside the asylum country, survivors of torture, and elderly at risk (Ehntholt, 

A., and Yule, W., 2006). Hence this shows that another phenomenon for 

resettlement is when a person has experienced a certain human rights 

violation inside the country of origin. After experiencing persecution and war 

people are forced to be displaced and cross an international border hoping 

that it would be a ‘safer’ space where they would be provided with some 

basic assistance and some of course hope that by the time their files would be 

processed through UNHCR or through private applications for resettlement. 
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Usually, after crossing the border from the country of origin to the first 

asylum country, people might face lack of services and the necessary services 

from the host country especially if they are crossing to a country, not a 

signatory to the 1951 refugee convention and have a weak political and 

economic infrastructure (VFST, 2012).   

When speaking about resettlement countries there are three states that are 

acknowledged of taking huge numbers of refugees, and these states are 

United States, Canada, and Australia (Taylor, J. and Stanovic, D. , 2005). 

There are of course other countries who would agree to receive refugees 

however they receive yearly fewer numbers. With resettling refugees, the 

state receiving them has an obligation to provide the rights to refugees that 

are stated inside the 1951 convention.  

 

 

5.1Integration vs. Assimilation  

 

When we speak about resettlement, it is important to speak about the faith of 

the people that will be resettlement and here come the definitions such as 

assimilation and integration. Both terms are arguable and have been 

debatable inside the literature of resettlement. Scholars such as Banki have 

defined integration as such: “Integration in the immediate terms refers to the 

ability of the refugee to participate with relative freedom in the economic and 

the communal life of the host region.”  (Martinovic, Tubetrgen, and Maas, 

2009). On another hand, sociologists look into integration from a cultural 

perspective where a person adapts to live inside a new society without being 

discriminated by the host members and maintaining one’s own original 



  53 

culture, where a person would show the enthusiasm of retaining the original 

culture and incorporating new traits and practices from the new culture. This 

enthusiasm is a practice for sure the resettled people should pioneer at 

(Schierup, and Castles, 2011). The Integration of course varies and to 

measure the success of integration we have to look in the degree of the 

integration that has occurred, as there is competition between the host 

community and the new ‘comers’. Integration can thus be understood as well 

as a two-faced process where not only the resettled refugees would have to 

adapt to a change in the environment but as well the hosting community 

creating an inter-exchangeable environment (Guiraudon, 2000). Another 

indicator that fosters integration is that of the cultural acceptance of the 

prevalent social group to that of the peculiar group’s culture, where no 

discrimination should occur (Rashid, 2009). According to Goxe, “supportive 

insiders would help newcomers feel accepted in their new environment, 

develop their understanding of the host culture for international experiential 

knowledge development.” (Goxe, 2011).  

Other social factors that stimulate the integration course, such as the ability of 

the resettled person to have access to employment and the language barriers 

and the religious connections that exist within the new community. (Kelly, 

2004) These indicators are associated with rights that a refugee should 

possess inside the country of resettlement which includes as well the right of 

citizenship attainment (Rajagopal, B 2012).  

The term assimilation has been associated with many definitions, and its 

definition emerged in the US as it witnessed waves of displacement of people 

during the eighteenth century which also comprised of European refugees, for 
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example, the Chicago School of Sociology perceived assimilation as the 

complete “Americanization” of refugees where the religion and race 

eliminating the older cultural habits and embracing the recent area’s culture 

(Phillimore, Craig, and Goodson, 2006). Moreover, in a study, Alba and Nee 

defined assimilation as the following: “The decline of an ethnic distinction 

and its corollary cultural and social differences. “Decline” means in this 

context that a distinction attenuates in salience, that the occurrences for 

which it is relevant diminish in number and contract to fewer and fewer 

domains of social life” (Alba and Nee, 2003).  

 

 

5.2 Refugee-Phobia  

 

Unfortunately, from the figure given below, it is apparent that some of the 

European countries desire lesser waves of resettlement and refugees to enter 

into their territories due to many factors such as the economic reasons. The 

intention of conducting economic planning and forecasting is based on the 

ability of the country to maximize and increase the overall production 

capacity in the region. Where the population increases, there is the tendency 

of affecting the growth and development of the economy, as the per capita 

level would drastically reduce (Euractiv, 2015). Also, citizens of some 

countries have cited their displeasure with the issue of immigrants and they 

attribute these to competition in jobs and social benefits where in Italy (69%) 

of the population cited these to be the main issues, France (52%), Poland 

(52%), Spain (46%), UK (37%), and Germany (29%). (Euractiv , 2015).  
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Figure 4: Many EU Countries Want Less Immigration: Spring 2014 Global 

Attitudes Survey by Euractiv.   

 

 

When assessing the implications of refugees, it was evident that most of the 

European societies did not appreciate the issue of having an increased 

number of refugees in their territories; although it can be argued that refugees 

can easily encourage cultural diversity and sharing of knowledge amongst the 

countries where they are being resettled (Malena and Fouadi, 2012).  

The Islamophia has fueled the anti-Muslim demagoguery, and it has 

influenced the views of individuals regarding the discrimination of refugees 

in the resettlement country (Chulov, and Grant, 2014). The concept of 

Islamophobia has been politicized in the modern world where hatred vibes 

against refugees were exacerbated in Europe and other parts of the world in 

many occasions (European Resettlement Network (2014).  
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Nevertheless, language plays another barrier between communities, for 

example, the lack of English proficiency within some refugees arriving in the 

US would not enable them to communicate clearly with the locals, and this 

would create integration problems (Nawyn, Gjokaj, , Agbenyiga, and Grace, 

2012). Hence, language plays an important role of whether a person will 

successfully integrate or not, since it is the medium of communication.  

Developing negative perception and stereotypes due to cultural background 

or religious affiliation is another problem that refugees faced recently. If we 

want to define racial discrimination, scholars such as Shepherd and Pager 

racial discrimination is the “unequal treatment of persons or groups based on 

their race or ethnicity.”  (Pager, and Shepherd, 2008). Sadly, terrorism was 

associated with refugees in many parts of the world especially after the 9/11 

attacks that occurred in the US. Assuming that refugees pose a threat was 

highly evident in the areas where refugees were resettled who were from 

Arab descendants (Scholte, 2011). Especially refugees who were descendants 

from the Middle East were categorized as terrorists because of the creation of 

ISIS and other Islamic terrorist groups. As Hasan has analyzed in his article 

the following: “The rise of ISIS in Iraq and Syria has been a disaster for the 

public image of Islam and a boom for Islamophobia industry. After all, it is a 

group that calls itself Islamic State; that claims the support of Islamic texts to 

justify its medieval punishments” (Hassan, 2015). Nevertheless, the recent 

terrorist attacks that occurred in France and Europe particularly shaped the 

public’s perception especially against the Syrian refugees provoking 

antagonism not only against refugees but particularly to refugees whose 

religious faith is Islam. Beck, in one of his articles, described one of the 
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incidents that occurred in France “The terrorist was apparently posing as a 

refugee using a fake passport, and entered Europe through light security via 

the Aegean, the Island of Leros” (Beck, 2015), as the article states due to 

these events many times refugees terrorism was associated with refugees.  

 

5.3 Syrian Displaced People and their Need for Resettlement 

 

Since March 2011, the poverty index in Lebanon has increased following the 

Syrian conflict with the number of individuals that have been subjected to 

poverty conditions and situations rising to over twenty-five percent. The 

increase in such social problems can be attributed to the burden that the 

government faces in the planning and development of initiatives and the 

demand for the services that are offered to the individuals in the industry. 

Some of the services that Lebanon has struggled to achieve and that have 

been overstretched within the short-period include the infrastructural 

services, education, and health services.  All of these are influential in 

changing the economic situation and stability of their respective countries.  

The Syrian displaced communities are scattered across Lebanon, and the 

Lebanese government opposes the establishment of refugee camps as we 

listed in the previous chapters (Kibreab, 2003). This shows that the 

communities are vulnerable to the deprivation of basic amenities that the 

local population enjoys, which can exacerbate tensions. The majority of the 

studies have shown that the economic impact of the refugees in Lebanon can 

be detrimental towards increasing the already-existing economic problems. 

The political ramifications and the sectarian situation can easily be 

characterized by widespread resentment on the way the displaced are being 
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treated. The UNHCR report provided that the level of insecurity in the 

countries hosting displaced people have significantly increased and there is 

the agitation in the way the governments are enforcing policies to respond to 

the crisis (UNHCR, 2015). Some of the regions have seen the government 

impose night curfews in order to manage the security concerns apparent in 

the region. The issue of night curfews confirmed the fears that the Lebanese 

government has developed regarding the security issues that are emerging 

following the increase in the displaced Syrians in Lebanon (Naharnet. 2014). 

This was described as the reactionary politics that was characterized by fear-

mongering in the society with the influence being on the effective practices 

that are conducted and undertaken in the Lebanon.   

The safety and security issues can be detrimental towards achieving the 

desired success in the social integration and managing any form of animosity 

between the locals and the displaced. The local resentment in the way the 

resource allocations are being undertaken is evident, and concern is always 

on ways in which the government can increase the overall production 

capacity and influence the overall stability in the situation (Scholte, 2011).  

Lebanon is facing instability especially with the increase in the refugee 

populations and the risk associated with the situation; these risks could be 

associated to socio-economic reasons (OXFAM, 2013). The tremendous 

burden that Lebanon is sharing when hosting the Syrian displaced people 

should be shared with other nations as well (Westall and Strobel, 2013). The 

government has been reporting an increase in the cost of hosting Syrian 

displaced people and maintaining the services available. In contravention to 

other displaced populations where countries have signed the 1951 refugee 
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convention and where the government can procure and provide services such 

as healthcare, education, social and transportation. For example, when we 

speak about the healthcare system, in 2013 a vulnerability assessment was 

conducted by the World Food Program (WFP), United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

It was a population-based assessment that concluded that around forty-one 

percent of the Syrian women inside Lebanon are either pregnant or are in the 

lactating phase.  

This means that there would be need of additional services such as hygiene 

awareness sessions, hospital services, antenatal visit costs and many other 

services related to primary health care that the Ministry of Public Health 

should plan to deliver to people who are dispersed in many areas across 

Lebanon (WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, 2013). Although the UN agencies and 

NGOs are trying to provide the needs of the Syrian displaced, however, there 

remains a huge gap. Another issue is the issue of education for the Syrian 

children, where the Lebanese Ministry of Education together with the 

international organizations had to encounter boarding of Syrian children in 

concurrent to the Lebanese curriculum. This resulted in the overpopulation of 

the public schools and the implication of this was the auxiliary financial 

burden that the government had to provide not only to Lebanese children but 

as well to the Syrian children as well (UNICEF, 2015).  

The views of the Lebanese people on the aspect that the displaced cause 

competition to the already scarce resources available in the economy existed 

(ILO, 2013). In most of the examples, related to recruitment, the gigantic 

influx of the displaced lead to approach the displaced population would take 
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over the existing jobs and work with lower wages as well as would contribute 

to the unemployment rates in Lebanon (European Commission, 2014). The 

rise of the competition between the two labor forces contributed to the 

increase in the already existing tensions between the host community and the 

displaced (Guay, 2015).  

The intention of the displaced seeking asylum in the neighboring countries 

have always been based on the need for protection and being accorded other 

basic rights such as access to health care, education, labor market, housing, 

and protection. The living conditions prevailing in the region are precarious, 

and Lebanon was few amongst the neighboring countries which agreed to 

host tremendous numbers of displaced populations (Greenhill, 2011).  

The political culture of Lebanon has been largely fragmented, and this cannot 

be directly linked to the refugee crisis that was reported in 2011; however, it 

was based on the assassination of Rafik Hariri, ex-Prime Minister in 2005 

(Brynen, 1990). The Syrian crisis has escalated the political division in 

Lebanon, and this has influenced the way individuals integrate with each 

other. When assessing the implications of the civil war in Syria, it is evident 

that the situation has been worsened by the emerging trends in the economy 

and influencing the political debates that are reported in the region (Hanley, 

2015). Such developments have increased the political debates and changed 

the landscape of the emerging economies. The focus on having political 

stability has been the core principle for the mainstream media, and the 

intention has always been on developing measures that will aid in managing 

effectiveness and improving the presence of the country towards managing 

political debates (Schmidt, 2012). 
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The above vignette summarizes the situation of the Syrian displaced in 

Lebanon, and it is clear that the Lebanese government is not fond of local 

integration of these displaced people. In addition, by not being a signatory to 

the 1951 convention, Lebanon will not provide the legal status and rights to 

these people which makes finding a solution necessary. In the conclusion 

section, we will be proposing and providing some recommendations.  
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Chapter Six 

Conclusion 

 

This concluding chapter attempts to summarize the previous chapters in order 

to succinctly present the answer to the principal research question identified 

in the first chapter of the thesis. To recapitulate, this primary research 

question has revolved around the advantages and disadvantages of each tool, 

or hosting mechanism, for addressing the Syrian displaced people’s problem 

in Lebanon. Therefore we have assembled data from various sources and 

analysed them to identify the different hosting mechanisms and which might 

be the best suitable with regard to the Syrian displaced population. Moreover, 

the thesis explored the gaps within the international law system regarding the 

status of displaced persons.  

It is worth underscoring that the Syrian exodus soon became a supranational 

phenomenon, as thousands of displaced people fled to Lebanon and 

neighbouring countries, as well as to a number of European countries after 

crossing the sea; often on boats operated by smugglers in treacherous waters. 

Italy, for geographic reasons, experienced a huge influx of displaced persons. 

It was ranked amongst the first five countries struggling with unofficial 

migrants’ border crossing, and as it was noted in the Guardian that the sea 

route to Italy is the most “lethal” (Guardian, 2017). However, most of the 

Syrians’ who crossed to Italy aimed to continue their journey to other EU 

state where they had family, friends or acquaintances residing. While Italy is 

not one of the major resettlement states, its government has committed, since 

2013, to admit displaced Syrians under special humanitarian programs.  
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While Italy is the primary entry point to the EU, Germany became the state 

where the majority of the displaced Syrians sought to seek asylum. As per 

UNHCR’s data, the number of asylum applications that Germany received 

between 2011 and 2015 reached over one hundred and twenty five thousand 

applications making Germany the primary destination of choice of displaced 

people. Shortly afterwards, Germany began operating special temporary 

resettlement program called Humanitarian Admission Program where ten 

thousand Syrians’ only from Lebanon were granted admission to Germany.  

In this thesis, we identified and explained the three major mechanisms for 

hosting displaced people or refugees; and we investigated the implications of 

the Syrian crisis on Lebanon. Furthermore, our demonstration of the various 

hosting mechanisms showed the advantages and the disadvantages of each 

hosting mechanism. 

Our analysis regarding the implications of the crisis for Lebanon revealed 

that Lebanon, like any other developing economy, is facing a myriad of 

challenges with the increase in the population of the displaced inside its 

territories. Within the same frame of reference, the study also encountered the 

perplexing situation that the displaced Syrian population are facing in 

Lebanon and the controversial nature between the humanitarian aid and law 

versus state sovereignty.  When assessing the socio-economic conditions of 

the Syrian displaced in Lebanon, it becomes evident that these conditions are 

dire. Several of these conditions are not concurrent with international 

humanitarian law.  

As we noted in our previous chapters, Lebanon is not a signatory of the 1951 

convention, the repercussions of a state not being a signatory of this treaty, is 
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that the legal status of the displaced is in limbo. Thus, they cannot apply for 

asylum nor enjoy certain rights, which the 1951 convention states.  

Recommending solutions to the crisis posed by displaced Syrians is quite 

challenging, especially when it comes to the case of Lebanon. The absence of 

a comprehensive legal framework to govern issues of refugees and asylum, 

combined with the scarcity of resources available for welfare spending, 

complicates finding working solutions for the problem of displaced Syrians 

in Lebanon. Stated otherwise, given its legal structure, fragile confessional 

system, and the dearth of government resources, Lebanon is clearly not a 

suitable candidate for the long-term re-settlement of large numbers of 

displaced persons.     

Ultimately, the selected solutions will have to comply with international law 

and humanitarian standards. Solutions should cover both the short-term and 

the long-term. This thesis has demonstrated the various hosting mechanism; 

and has advocated the resettlement of a certain number of Syrian displaced to 

Europe by showing the advantages of this scenario for all parties concerned: 

the displaced Syrians, the hosting countries and Lebanon.   

The fact that Lebanon has not signed the 1951 refugee convention has 

exacerbated the suffering of the displaced people especially when Lebanese 

legislation lacks proper laws protecting the rights of the displaced and insure 

the minimum human rights standards. Lebanon, by not being part of the 1951 

convention and its protocol, is not bounded by international refugee law. The 

Lebanese authorities have made it clear, on a number of occasions, that the 

country is not in a position to permanently host a large number of refugees. 

This stance has been reiterated in the LCRP document stating that “Lebanon 
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is neither a country of asylum, nor a final destination for refugees, let alone a 

country of resettlement” (UNHCR, 2015). Further implication on the 

displaced by Lebanon not being a signatory of the 1951 convention would be 

not recognizing or conveying the legal recognition.  

Interestingly, although Lebanon is not a signatory of the 1951 convention, 

however it is restricted by means of customary international law and by the 

treaties, which the country has already ratified like the ‘Convention against 

Torture’ (CAT, 1984). Also, in one of the conferences which was held in 

Berlin where the donor and countries hosting the Syrian displaced were 

present and it was noted inside the outcome report of the conference that 

there are several 1951 non-signatory hosting states where they have adopted 

certain arrangements from the convention and practice some of the 1951 

convention articles in a deliberate way (Federal Foreign Office 2014).  

The paper consisted of five chapters enclosed in it the introduction, literature 

review, the research question, and methodology and the resource material 

that the thesis would rely on to conduct this study. The first chapter was a 

prologue of the thesis and introduced the thesis. In the first chapter, we also 

explained how the structure of this thesis would be and provided a snapshot 

of the situation of the Syrian displaced in Lebanon.  

Chapter two provided an overview of the situation of the displaced in 

Lebanon with detailed explanation of the socio-economic impact of hosting 

the displaced in Lebanon. Moreover, chapter two also explained the waves of 

displacement that the Syrian displaced population undertook. The chapter 

also explained how Lebanon shifted from the “open door” policy to a 

restrictive entry one.  
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Chapter three discussed the framework or the scope of work between the 

Lebanese government and the international organizations’ operating in 

Lebanon highlighting that Lebanon is not a signatory of the 1951 convention 

but has to abide the international customary law notion of “non-refoulement”. 

We also mentioned how crisis management is occurring and the MoU, which 

has been signed by the Lebanese government, and UNHCR is the charter how 

UNHCR manages the registration of the Syrian displaced under the patronage 

of the Lebanese government. Nevertheless, the chapter mentioned the major 

legal instruments that the Lebanese government has ratified.  

In chapter four we highlighted the international legal regime with further 

explaining the case of Lebanon. We also noted the legal framework under 

which the Syrian displaced are managed. As for chapter four we detailed our 

discussion regarding the notions of international law and its actual practice. 

Moreover, we explained how the aid politics is regulated and regardless of 

the tremendous amount of aid which is poured to Lebanon to counter the 

problem and aid the Lebanese government and host community still remains 

gaps in funding.  

Finally, chapter five summarized the principal argument of the thesis and 

explained about resettlement. It started by defining resettlement, showing the 

major states resettling refugees and the implication of resettlement towards 

the 1951 convention. Moreover, the thesis pointed out the difference between 

integration and assimilation and the factors which led to integration. 

Nevertheless, the chapter also acknowledged the issue of refugee-phobia and 

showed through graphs and figures the publics’ perception towards hosting 

refugees along with other related issues such as Islamophobia. Lastly, we 
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indicated the need of the Syrian population for resettlement and explained 

why certain portion of the displaced should be allotted for resettlement. The 

research also found that despite having international humanitarian law, there 

remains a huge gap in denial of elemental rights.  

The research endorses the view that resettlement is a complex process which 

includes a mixture of development interdependent with universal rights. 

Hence, we advocate for planned and monitored resettlement as a solution for 

the displaced Syrians in Lebanon and demanding resettlement states to curb 

discriminatory laws. Moreover, the resettlement programs have to be tailored 

as per each communities needs bearing in mind the language barriers and the 

cultural variation. The research fully understands that one million cannot be 

resettled, however there should be given higher chances to the educated and 

the youth.  

Politically speaking, we mentioned several times that the Lebanese 

government is not willing to form camps, hence the government has in more 

than one occasion stated two options either the formation of “safe zones” in 

Syria where the people voluntarily return back. And the second option that 

the government advocated was resettlement (Daily Star, 2017). Because, war 

is still on going in Syria, and in order not to risk the lives of the displaced, 

resettlement is the safest option.  

As we noted in our discussions in the above chapters, the Lebanese 

government is against the formation of camps for the displaced Syrians in 

Lebanon. One of the reasons for government’s rejection is due to the security 

implications which might pose as the result of having camps. This has been 

confirmed by scholars such as Gill Loesher, and James Milner in their study 
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on the refugee camp maintenance, and they have concluded that when 

refugee camps are emplaced, enrollment of youth and displaced into 

misconduct and terrorism is enabled (Loescher and Milner, 2005). Further, 

both researchers are proponents of resettlement as a durable solution instead 

of having refugee camps.  

 

6.1 The Need for Resettlement as one of the solutions to the crisis.  

 

Our research, through chapter five, has shed light on resettlement as a durable 

solution, for individuals who fall under the definition of a refugee as stated in 

article one of the 1951 convention. For example, the United States is one of 

the major countries that yearly receives refugees from various nationalities. 

For example, Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) is the law governing 

the resettlement process of the refugees to the US (INA, 1952). This law was 

issued in 1952 and rectified several times. Also, the Department of Homeland 

and Security has conducted statistics showing that the United States is a 

country that receives refugees from various nationalities thus accomplishing 

the definition of a refugee defined inside the 1951 convention (Department of 

Homeland and Security, 2014).  

Although the process of resettlement is a complex process, thorough 

screening takes tremendous amount of time and effort for a family to be 

resettled to a third country. However, it provides the opportunity for a person 

to start a new life and enjoy certain rights as defined by the 1951 convention. 

Nevertheless, resettling the displaced Syrian population is a humanitarian 
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gesture and moral responsibility that nations would do when they pledge and 

commit to resettle people fleeing war and persecution.  

According to UNHCR’s data over one hundred and forty-nine thousand 

asylum applications were lodged globally by displaced Syrian population in 

2014 making Germany the first country receiving applications followed by 

the US (UNHCR, 2014). Andrew Shacknove argues that when states admit 

individuals who have departed from their country of origin due to war and 

due to failure of the state in providing their essential needs, the receiving 

state will grant those individuals rights and security (Robinson, 1998).  

As the nineteen eighty-eight Security Council resolution stated: “primary 

responsibility of States hosting refugees is to ensure the security and civilian 

and humanitarian character of refugee camps and settlements in accordance 

with international refugee, human rights, and humanitarian law.” (Shacknove, 

1985). Therefore, Lebanon, being a state endeavoring hardship in offering 

services to the displaced and to its citizens at the same time, would not be 

able to provide the necessary humanitarian aid needed to the displaced as the 

numbers are over one million (Brandt J. and McKenzie R. 2016). For 

example, the educational sector has witnessed a surplus of students in public 

schools, where the numbers of Syrian children inside the public schools 

reached over two hundred thousand children causing a dilemma for the 

Ministry of Education (Albaster, 2016). This situation resulted in creating the 

second shift schools inside the public schools for the students who did not 

find seats in the morning to attend the afternoon shift since the morning shift 

is reserved for the Lebanese students (Albaster, 2016). Thus, here comes 

another reason why Lebanon cannot be hosting the displaced Syrians. By 
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neglecting the rights’ of the displaced and not guaranteeing a secure 

environment, “the radicalization and militarization of the displaced, and 

causes host countries to disregard their obligations toward refugees, thereby 

causing, even more, radicalization” can occur (Pistone Hoeffner, 2011). This 

stagnation by states to resettle the displaced Syrian population increases the 

burden on Lebanon and leads to the fusion of the security situation.  

Another reason for resettlement is the issue of the sexual gender-based 

violence (SGBV) that is occurring in many areas in Lebanon as per UNICEF 

mapping assessments (UNICEF, 2013). According to Bruijn notes 

“Sometimes their economic need pushes them to survival sex, and reportedly 

even the camp management and administration processes on which they 

depend for safety and security may be at the core of sexual abuse. Other 

countries report similar situations regarding SGBV, particularly related to 

domestic violence, forced marriage, sexual exploitation and harassment, 

attempted rape and rape, and other forms of violence” (Bruijn, 2009).  

For sure not all the Syrian will be eligible to be offered or accepted to be 

resettled since the places are limited and some of them would be excluded 

under the 1951 conventions’ exclusion clauses. As a result, some countries 

are advocates of establishing “safe zone” spaces in Syria in collaboration 

with the aid organizations. Hence, by creating the “safe zone” spaces inside 

Syria, this would curb the 1951 conventions’ legal definition of a refugee as 

the person to obtain a refugee status should be “outside of the country of 

origin.” (Harrell-Bond, 1986). By enabling the creation of the “safe zone” 

areas, it will be a transitory period until war ceases, and their status legally 

would change from being a “refugee” to an internally displaced person. 
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However, we should note that if “safe zones” are created in Syria, the 

displaced population should voluntarily and not forcibly move there.  If they 

are moved there by force, then would contradict article thirteen of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that “everyone has the 

right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state. 

Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return 

to his country” (UNDHR, 1948).  

As this thesis has illustrated, some of the states are refraining from increasing 

or granting the Syrian displaced resettlement opportunities due to xenophobia 

and fear. As Wellman states: “I suspect that many of the world’s current 

policies are more the result of unprincipled politicians’ exploiting the 

xenophobia of their constituents for short-term political gain than of well-

reasoned assessments of what will be to the long-term advantage.” 

Unfortunately, often displaced people or refugees are associated with 

terrorism, and this was evident in regards the Syrian case for having a 

relationship with terrorist organizations such as the Islamic State (ISIS) or Al 

Nusra Front as both are organizations reflecting Radical Islamism 

(Cordesman and Markusen, 2016). Furthermore, Paul Wilkinson defines 

terrorism as “the systematic use of murder and destruction, and the threat of 

murder and destruction to terrorize individuals, groups, communities, or 

governments into conceding to the terrorists’ political demands.” (Wilkinson, 

2013).  

6.2 Some Recommendations. 

 

Since, as we noted in this thesis, international refugee law in itself has 

shortfalls and lacks cohesion of its actors in responsibility-sharing, we would 
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like to suggest some recommendations both for the international community 

and Lebanon to take into account in their future policies. First of all, although 

the 1951 convention defines the definition of a refugee and the obligations of 

the hosting state, we do not have a law that verifies how responses will, in 

cases of massive influx, solve the issue by creating better durable solutions.  

Also, the 1951 convention should be revised, and new articles should be 

figured out especially when dealing with unaccompanied/separated children 

with no guardians or caregivers. As for states who are not party to the 1951 

convention and do not wish to be part of it, a new mechanism should be 

emplaced for those states, which have a similar set of legal obligations for 

hosting displaced populations.  

The International community should further deploy humanitarian aid to 

Lebanon, and the Lebanese government should inaugurate border 

management mechanisms, which include effective monitoring. Moreover, to 

better and effectively respond to the crisis, the international community could 

issue a special trust fund for the purpose of responding to emergencies 

quickly.  

The above suggestions would be of course implemented if the international 

community has a harmonious approach and the majority of the states work 

together to lessen the burden on the displaced.  

As for the Lebanese government, which is a unique kind of state lacking the 

proper legislative instruments when dealing with displaced populations, this 

thesis would like to recommend major enhancements. Firstly, Lebanon has to 

seek further assistance from the international community both to aid the 

displaced Syrians and the Lebanese community as well. Secondly, the 



  73 

education system in Lebanon needs further development especially for 

children having special educational needs. The Ministry of health should 

establish mobile clinics in rural areas where the majority of the displaced do 

not have the means to reach hospitals.  

Developing action plans for municipalities hosting a huge number of 

displaced populations and strengthening their financial and management 

systems is a core requirement that the different municipalities should thrive to 

reach. In addition, The yearly renewal fees need to revised as the majority of 

the displaced Syrian population do not even have the financial capability to 

pay for their yearly residential price.  

 The above are some recommendations that this thesis endorses and hopes 

that the suffering of the vulnerable groups in Lebanon and its neighbouring 

countries would end in the near future.  

These recommendations would definitely ameliorate the present situation for 

all parties concerned. They do not constitute a long-term bases for addressing 

the issue of the displaced Syrians into Lebanon. In the long term, Lebanon 

must insist that the bulk of the displaced Syrian population must be either 

voluntarily repatriated into Syria or resettled in third countries, which possess 

the material bases and job opportunities for absorbing more people. Many 

counties in the west face a demographic challenge in terms of aging and/or 

declining populations. These societies would indeed benefit from admitting 

immigrants who are eager for opportunities to work and realize their 

potentials. By admitting refugees, these societies would be also acting in 

accordance to the humanitarian standards they profess.      
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Annexes 

 

(Annex1) 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 

Article 1. 

 

• All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a 

spirit of brotherhood. 

 

Article 2. 

 

• Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, 

language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on 

the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 

territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-

self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 

 

Article 3. 

 

• Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

 

Article 4. 

 

• No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall 
be prohibited in all their forms. 

 

Article 5. 

 

• No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment. 

 

Article 6. 

 

• Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

 

Article 7. 
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• All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to 

equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to 

such discrimination. 

 

Article 8. 

• Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national 

tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the 
constitution or by law. 

 

Article 9. 

 

• No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

 

Article 10. 

 

• Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an 

independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and 

obligations and of any criminal charge against him. 

 

Article 11. 

 

• (1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 

innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has 

had all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 

• (2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 

omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or 

international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier 

penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal 

offence was committed. 

 

Article 12. 

 

• No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. 

Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference 
or attacks. 

 

Article 13. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 
borders of each state. 

• (2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to 
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return to his country. 

 

Article 14. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum 
from persecution. 

• (2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 
arising from non- political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

 

Article 15. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

• (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right 
to change his nationality. 

 

Article 16. 

 

• (1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, 
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are 

entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

• (2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 
intending spouses. 

• (3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 

entitled to protection by society and the State. 

 

Article 17. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association 
with others. 

• (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

 

Article 18. 

 

• Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this 

right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either 

alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 

religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance. 

 

Article 19. 

 

• Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 

includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive 
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and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 

frontiers. 

 

Article 20. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 

• (2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

 

Article 21. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 
directly or through freely chosen representatives. 

• (2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 

• (3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; 

this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be 

by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 

equivalent free voting procedures. 

 

Article 22. 

 

• Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is 

entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-operation 

and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the 

economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free 

development of his personality. 

 

 

Article 23. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 
favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 

• (2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 
work. 

• (3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration 

ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 
and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 

• (4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection 

of his interests. 

 

Article 24. 

 

• Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 
working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 
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Article 25. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 

medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the 

event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other 

lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 

• (2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All 
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 
protection. 

 

Article 26. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 

compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally 

available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis 

of merit. 

• (2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the 

activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

• (3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 
given to their children. 

 

 

Article 27. 

 

• (1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its 
benefits. 

• (2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the 

author. 

 

Article 28. 

 

• Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 

freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 
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Article 29. 

 

• (1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 

development of his personality is possible. 

• (2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only 

to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 

securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and 

of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general 

welfare in a democratic society. 

• (3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

 

Article 30. 

 

• Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, 
group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act 

aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 
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Annexes 

 

(Annex2) Convention Against Torture 

 

 

Article 1 

1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by 

which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally 

inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third 

person information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third 

person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or 

coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of 

any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or 

with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in 

an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, 

inherent in or incidental to lawful sanctions. 

2. This article is without prejudice to any international instrument or national 

legislation which does or may contain provisions of wider application. 

Article 2 

1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or 

other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction. 

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a 

threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may 

be invoked as a justification of torture. 

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be invoked 

as a justification of torture. 

Article 3 

1. No State Party shall expel, return ("refouler") or extradite a person to 

another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that he would 

be in danger of being subjected to torture. 

2. For the purpose of determining whether there are such grounds, the 

competent authorities shall take into account all relevant considerations 

including, where applicable, the existence in the State concerned of a 

consistent pattern of gross, flagrant or mass violations of human rights. 

Article 4 

1. Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its 

criminal law. The same shall apply to an attempt to commit torture and to an 

act by any person which constitutes complicity or participation in torture. 2. 

Each State Party shall make these offences punishable by appropriate 

penalties which take into account their grave nature. 

Article 5 

1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish 

its jurisdiction over the offences referred to in article 4 in the following cases: 
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(a) When the offences are committed in any territory under its jurisdiction or 

on board a ship or aircraft registered in that State; 

(b) When the alleged offender is a national of that State; 

(c) When the victim is a national of that State if that State considers it 

appropriate. 

2. Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary to 

establish its jurisdiction over such offences in cases where the alleged 

offender is present in any territory under its jurisdiction and it does not 

extradite him pursuant to article 8 to any of the States mentioned in paragraph 

I of this article. 

3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in 

accordance with internal law. 

 

Article 6 

1. Upon being satisfied, after an examination of information available to it, 

that the circumstances so warrant, any State Party in whose territory a person 

alleged to have committed any offence referred to in article 4 is present shall 

take him into custody or take other legal measures to ensure his presence. 

The custody and other legal measures shall be as provided in the law of that 

State but may be continued only for such time as is necessary to enable any 

criminal or extradition proceedings to be instituted. 

2. Such State shall immediately make a preliminary inquiry into the facts. 

3. Any person in custody pursuant to paragraph I of this article shall be 

assisted in communicating immediately with the nearest appropriate 

representative of the State of which he is a national, or, if he is a stateless 

person, with the representative of the State where he usually resides. 

4. When a State, pursuant to this article, has taken a person into custody, it 

shall immediately notify the States referred to in article 5, paragraph 1, of the 

fact that such person is in custody and of the circumstances which warrant his 

detention. The State which makes the preliminary inquiry contemplated in 

paragraph 2 of this article shall promptly report its findings to the said States 

and shall indicate whether it intends to exercise jurisdiction. 

Article 7 

1. The State Party in the territory under whose jurisdiction a person alleged to 

have committed any offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases 

contemplated in article 5, if it does not extradite him, submit the case to its 

competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution. 

2. These authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the case 

of any ordinary offence of a serious nature under the law of that State. In the 

cases referred to in article 5, paragraph 2, the standards of evidence required 

for prosecution and conviction shall in no way be less stringent than those 

which apply in the cases referred to in article 5, paragraph 1. 

3. Any person regarding whom proceedings are brought in connection with 

any of the offences referred to in article 4 shall be guaranteed fair treatment 

at all stages of the proceedings. 

Article 8 
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1. The offences referred to in article 4 shall be deemed to be included as 

extraditable offences in any extradition treaty existing between States Parties. 

States Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in 

every extradition treaty to be concluded between them. 

2. If a State Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a 

treaty receives a request for extradition from another State Party with which 

it has no extradition treaty, it may consider this Convention as the legal basis 

for extradition in respect of such offences. Extradition shall be subject to the 

other conditions provided by the law of the requested State. 

3. States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence 

of a treaty shall recognize such offences as extraditable offences between 

themselves subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested 

State. 

4. Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between 

States Parties, as if they had been committed not only in the place in which 

they occurred but also in the territories of the States required to establish their 

jurisdiction in accordance with article 5, paragraph 1. 

Article 9 

1. States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in 

connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of any of the 

offences referred to in article 4, including the supply of all evidence at their 

disposal necessary for the proceedings. 

2. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph I of this 

article in conformity with any treaties on mutual judicial assistance that may 

exist between them. 

Article 10 

1. Each State Party shall ensure that education and information regarding the 

prohibition against torture are fully included in the training of law 

enforcement personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials 

and other persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or 

treatment of any individual subjected to any form of arrest, detention or 

imprisonment. 

2. Each State Party shall include this prohibition in the rules or instructions 

issued in regard to the duties and functions of any such person. 

Article 11 

Each State Party shall keep under systematic review interrogation rules, 

instructions, methods and practices as well as arrangements for the custody 

and treatment of persons subjected to any form of arrest, detention or 

imprisonment in any territory under its jurisdiction, with a view to preventing 

any cases of torture. 

Article 12 

Each State Party shall ensure that its competent authorities proceed to a 

prompt and impartial investigation, wherever there is reasonable ground to 

believe that an act of torture has been committed in any territory under its 

jurisdiction. 
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Article 13 

Each State Party shall ensure that any individual who alleges he has been 

subjected to torture in any territory under its jurisdiction has the right to 

complain to, and to have his case promptly and impartially examined by, its 

competent authorities. Steps shall be taken to ensure that the complainant and 

witnesses are protected against all ill-treatment or intimidation as a 

consequence of his complaint or any evidence given. 

Article 14 

1. Each State Party shall ensure in its legal system that the victim of an act of 

torture obtains redress and has an enforceable right to fair and adequate 

compensation, including the means for as full rehabilitation as possible. In 

the event of the death of the victim as a result of an act of torture, his 

dependants shall be entitled to compensation. 

2. Nothing in this article shall affect any right of the victim or other persons 

to compensation which may exist under national law. 

Article 15 

Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have 

been made as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any 

proceedings, except against a person accused of torture as evidence that the 

statement was made. 

Article 16 

1. Each State Party shall undertake to prevent in any territory under its 

jurisdiction other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment which do not amount to torture as defined in article I, when such 

acts are committed by or at the instigation of or with the consent or 

acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. 

In particular, the obligations contained in articles 10, 11, 12 and 13 shall 

apply with the substitution for references to torture of references to other 

forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

2. The provisions of this Convention are without prejudice to the provisions 

of any other international instrument or national law which prohibits cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment or which relates to extradition 

or expulsion. 

PART II 

Article 17 

1. There shall be established a Committee against Torture (hereinafter 

referred to as the Committee) which shall carry out the functions hereinafter 

provided. The Committee shall consist of ten experts of high moral standing 

and recognized competence in the field of human rights, who shall serve in 

their personal capacity. The experts shall be elected by the States Parties, 

consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the 

usefulness of the participation of some persons having legal experience. 

2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list 

of persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one 

person from among its own nationals. States Parties shall bear in mind the 

usefulness of nominating persons who are also members of the Human Rights 

Committee established under the International Covenant on Civil and 
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Political Rights and who are willing to serve on the Committee against 

Torture. 

3. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at biennial 

meetings of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations. At those meetings, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall 

constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those who 

obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of 

the representatives of States Parties present and voting. 

4. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of 

the entry into force of this Convention. At. Ieast four months before the date 

of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a 

letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within 

three months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order 

of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which have 

nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties. 

5. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. 

They shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the term of 

five of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two 

years; immediately after the first election the names of these five members 

shall be chosen by lot by the chairman of the meeting referred to in paragraph 

3 of this article. 

6. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or for any other cause can no 

longer perform his Committee duties, the State Party which nominated him 

shall appoint another expert from among its nationals to serve for the 

remainder of his term, subject to the approval of the majority of the States 

Parties. The approval shall be considered given unless half or more of the 

States Parties respond negatively within six weeks after having been 

informed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the proposed 

appointment. 

7. States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of the members of the 

Committee while they are in performance of Committee duties. 

Article 18 

1. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years. They may be 

re-elected. 

2. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure, but these rules 

shall provide, inter alia, that: 

(a) Six members shall constitute a quorum; 

(b) Decisions of the Committee shall be made by a majority vote of the 

members present. 

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary 

staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the 

Committee under this Convention. 

4. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene the initial 

meeting of the Committee. After its initial meeting, the Committee shall meet 

at such times as shall be provided in its rules of procedure. 

5. The States Parties shall be responsible for expenses incurred in connection 

with the holding of meetings of the States Parties and of the Committee, 
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including reimbursement to the United Nations for any expenses, such as the 

cost of staff and facilities, incurred by the United Nations pursuant to 

paragraph 3 of this article. 

Article 19 

1. The States Parties shall submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have taken to 

give effect to their undertakings under this Convention, within one year after 

the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party concerned. 

Thereafter the States Parties shall submit supplementary reports every four 

years on any new measures taken and such other reports as the Committee 

may request. 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports to 

all States Parties. 

3. Each report shall be considered by the Committee which may make such 

general comments on the report as it may consider appropriate and shall 

forward these to the State Party concerned. That State Party may respond 

with any observations it chooses to the Committee. 

4. The Committee may, at its discretion, decide to include any comments 

made by it in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article, together with the 

observations thereon received from the State Party concerned, in its annual 

report made in accordance with article 24. If so requested by the State Party 

concerned, the Committee may also include a copy of the report submitted 

under paragraph I of this article. 

Article 20 

1. If the Committee receives reliable information which appears to it to 

contain well-founded indications that torture is being systematically practised 

in the territory of a State Party, the Committee shall invite that State Party to 

co-operate in the examination of the information and to this end to submit 

observations with regard to the information concerned. 

2. Taking into account any observations which may have been submitted by 

the State Party concerned, as well as any other relevant information available 

to it, the Committee may, if it decides that this is warranted, designate one or 

more of its members to make a confidential inquiry and to report to the 

Committee urgently. 

3. If an inquiry is made in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the 

Committee shall seek the co-operation of the State Party concerned. In 

agreement with that State Party, such an inquiry may include a visit to its 

territory. 

4. After examining the findings of its member or members submitted in 

accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the Commission shall transmit 

these findings to the State Party concerned together with any comments or 

suggestions which seem appropriate in view of the situation. 

5. All the proceedings of the Committee referred to in paragraphs I to 4 of th 

is article s hall be con fidential , and at all stages of the proceedings the co-

operation of the State Party shall be sought. After such proceedings have 

been completed with regard to an inquiry made in accordance with paragraph 

2, the Committee may, after consultations with the State Party concerned, 
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decide to include a summary account of the results of the proceedings in its 

annual report made in accordance with article 24. 

Article 21 

1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under this article 

that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider 

communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party 

is not fulfilling its obligations under this Convention. Such communications 

may be received and considered according to the procedures laid down in this 

article only if submitted by a State Party which has made a declaration 

recognizing in regard to itself the competence of the Committee. No 

communication shall be dealt with by the Committee under this article if it 

concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration. 

Communications received under this article shall be dealt with in accordance 

with the following procedure; 

(a) If a State Party considers that another State Party is not giving effect to 

the provisions ofthis Convention, it may, by written communication, bring 

the matter to the attention of that State Party. Within three months after the 

receipt of the communication the receiving State shall afford the State which 

sent the communication an explanation or any other statement in writing 

clarifying the matter, which should include, to the extent possible and 

pertinent, reference to domestic procedures and remedies taken, pending or 

available in the matter; 

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties 

concerned within six months after the receipt by the receiving State of the 

initial communication, either State shall have the right to refer the matter to 

the Committee, by notice given to the Committee and to the other State; 

(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it under this article 

only after it has ascertained that all domestic remedies have been invoked and 

exhausted in the matter, in conformity with the generally recognized 

principles of international law. This shall not be the rule where the 

application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged or is unlikely to bring 

effective relief to the person who is the victim of the violation of this 

Convention; 

(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining 

communications under this article; (e) Subject to the provisions of 

subparagraph 

(e), the Committee shall make available its good offices to the States Parties 

concerned with a view to a friendly solution of the matter on the basis of 

respect for the obligations provided for in this Convention. For this purpose, 

the Committee may, when appropriate, set up an ad hoc conciliation 

commission; 

(f) In any matter referred to it under this article, the Committee may call upon 

the States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), to supply any 

relevant information; 

(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have 

the right to be represented when the matter is being considered by the 

Committee and to make submissions orally and/or in writing; 
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(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt of 

notice under subparagraph (b), submit a report: 

(i) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is reached, the 

Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts and of the 

solution reached; 

(ii) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is not reached, the 

Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts; the written 

submissions and record of the oral submissions made by the States Parties 

concerned shall be attached to the report. 

In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties 

concerned. 

2. The provisions of this article shall come into force when five States Parties 

to this Convention have made declarations under paragraph 1 of this article. 

Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other 

States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by notification to 

the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the 

consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication already 

transmitted under this article; no further communication by any State Party 

shall be received under this article after the notification of withdrawal of the 

declaration has been received by the Secretary-General, unless the State Party 

concerned has made a new declaration. 

Article 22 

1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under this article 

that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider 

communications from or on behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction 

who claim to be victims of a violation by a State Party of the provisions of 

the Convention. No communication shall be received by the Committee if it 

concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration. 

2. The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under this 

article which is anonymous or which it considers to be an abuse of the right 

of submission of such communications or to be incompatible with the 

provisions of this Convention. 

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, the Committee shall bring any 

communications submitted to it under this article to the attention of the State 

Party to this Convention which has made a declaration under paragraph I and 

is alleged to be violating any provisions of the Convention. Within six 

months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committee written 

explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that 

may have been taken by that State. 

4. The Committee shall consider communications received under this article 

in the light of all information made available to it by or on behalf of the 

individual and by the State Party concerned. 5. The Committee shall not 

consider any communications from an individual under this article unless it 

has ascertained that: 

(a) The same matter has not been, and is not being, examined under another 

procedure of international investigation or settlement; 
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(b) The individual has exhausted all available domestic remedies; this shall 

not be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonably 

prolonged or is unlikely to bring effective reliefto the person who is the 

victim of the violation of this Convention. 

6. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining 

communications under this article. 

7. The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concerned and to 

the individual. 

8. The provisions of this article shall come into force when five States Parties 

to this Convention have made declarations under paragraph 1 of this article. 

Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other 

States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by notification to 

the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the 

consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication already 

transmitted under this article; no further communication by or on behalf of an 

individual shall be received under this article after the notification of 

withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the SecretaryGeneral, 

unless the State Party has made a new declaration. 

Article 23 

The members of the Committee and of the ad hoc conciliation commissions 

which may be appointed under article 21, paragraph I (e), shall be entitled to 

the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United 

Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations. 

Article 24 

The Committee shall submit an annual report on its activities under this 

Convention to the States Parties and to the General Assembly of the United 

Nations. 

PART III 

Article 25 

1. This Convention is open for signature by all States. 2. This Convention is 

subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 26 

This Convention is open to accession by all States. Accession shall be 

effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the 

SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations. 

Article 27 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of 

the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth 

instrument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the deposit 

of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall 

enter into force onthe thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its own 

instrument of ratification or accession. 
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Article 28 

1. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention 

or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognize the competence of the 

Committee provided for in article 20. 

2. Any State Party having made a reservation in accordance with paragraph I 

of this article may, at any time, withdraw this reservation by notification to 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 29 

1 . Any State Party to this Convention may propose an amendment and file it 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The SecretaryGeneral shall 

thereupon communicate the proposed amendment to the States Parties with a 

request that they notify him whether they favour a conference of States 

Parties for the purpose of considering an d voting upon the proposal. In the 

event that within four months from the date of such communication at least 

one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the 

SecretaryGeneral shall convene the conference under the auspices of the 

United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties 

present and voting at the conference shall be submitted by the Secretary-

General to all the States Parties for acceptance. 

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph I of this article shall 

enter into force when two thirds of the States Parties to this Convention have 

notified the Secretary-General of the United Nations that they have accepted 

it in accordance with their respective constitutional processes. 

3. When amendments enter into force, they shall be binding on those States 

Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by 

the provisions of this Convention and any earlier amendments which they 

have accepted. 

Article 30 

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the 

interpretation or application of this Convention which cannot be settled 

through negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to 

arbitration. If within six months from thc date of the request for arbitration 

the Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one 

of those Parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by 

request in conformity with the Statute of the Court. 

2. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Con vention 

or accession thereto, declare that it does not consider itself bound by 

paragraph I of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by 

paragraph I of this article with respect to any State Party having made such a 

reservation. 

3. Any State Party having made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 

of this article may at any time withdraw this reservation by notification to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 31 

1. A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective 
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one year after the date of receipt of- the notification by the Secretary-General 

. 

2. Such a denunciation shall not have the effect of releasing the State Party 

from its obligations under this Convention in regard to any act or omission 

which occurs prior to the date at which the denunciation becomes effective, 

nor shall denunciation prejudice in any way the continued consideration of 

any matter which is already under consideration by the Committee prior to 

the date at which the denunciation becomes effective. 

3. Following the date at which the denunciation of a State Party becomes 

effective, the Committee shall not commence consideration of any new 

matter regarding that State. 

Article 32 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States Members 

of the United Nations and all States which have signed this Convention or 

acceded to it of the following: 

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles 25 and 26; 

(b) The date of entry into force of this Convention under article 27 and the 

date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 29; 

(c) Denunciations under article 31. 

Article 33 

1. This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations. 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies 

of this Convention to all States. 
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 Annex 3  

 

(Annex 3) Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 

 

 

 

Article 1 - Definition of the term "refugee" 

A. For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "refugee" shall apply 

to any person who: 

(1) Has been considered a refugee under the Arrangements of 12 May 1926 

and 30 June 1928 or under the Conventions of 28 October 1933 and 10 

February 1938, the Protocol of 14 September 1939 or the Constitution of the 

International Refugee Organization; 

Decisions of non-eligibility taken by the International Refugee Organization 

during the period of its activities shall not prevent the status of refugee being 

accorded to persons who fulfil the conditions of paragraph 2 of this section; 

(2) As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 and owing to well-

founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the 

country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 

avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a 

nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a 

result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return 

to it. 

In the case of a person who has more than one nationality, the term "the 

country of his nationality" shall mean each of the countries of which he is a 

national, and a person shall not be deemed to be lacking the protection of the 

country of his nationality if, without any valid reason based on well-founded 

fear, he has not availed himself of the protection of one of the countries of 

which he is a national. 

B. (1) For the purposes of this Convention, the words "events occurring 

before 1 January 1951" in article 1, section A, shall be understood to mean 

either (a) "events occurring in Europe before 1 January 1951"; or (b) "events 

occurring in Europe or elsewhere before 1 January 1951"; and each 

Contracting State shall make a declaration at the time of signature, 

ratification or accession, specifying which of these meanings it applies for the 

purpose of its obligations under this Convention. 

(2) Any Contracting State which has adopted alternative (a) may at any time 

extend its obligations by adopting alternative (b) by means of a notification 

addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

C. This Convention shall cease to apply to any person falling under the terms 

of section A if: 

(1) He has voluntarily re-availed himself of the protection of the country of 

his nationality; or 

(2) Having lost his nationality, he has voluntarily reacquired it; or 
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(3) He has acquired a new nationality, and enjoys the protection of the 

country of his new nationality; or 

(4) He has voluntarily re-established himself in the country which he left or 

outside which he remained owing to fear of persecution; or 

(5) He can no longer, because the circumstances in connection with which he 

has been recognized as a refugee have ceased to exist, continue to refuse to 

avail himself of the protection of the country of his nationality; 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to a refugee falling under section 

A (1) of this article who is able to invoke compelling reasons arising out of 

previous persecution for refusing to avail himself of the protection of the 

country of nationality; 

(6) Being a person who has no nationality he is, because the circumstances in 

connection with which he has been recognized as a refugee have ceased to 

exist, able to return to the country of his former habitual residence; 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to a refugee falling under section 

A (1) of this article who is able to invoke compelling reasons arising out of 

previous persecution for refusing to return to the country of his former 

habitual residence. 

D. This Convention shall not apply to persons who are at present receiving 

from organs or agencies of the United Nations other than the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees protection or assistance. 

When such protection or assistance has ceased for any reason, without the 

position of such persons being definitively settled in accordance with the 

relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

these persons shall ipso facto be entitled to the benefits of this Convention. 

E. This Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognized by the 

competent authorities of the country in which he has taken residence as 

having the rights and obligations which are attached to the possession of the 

nationality of that country. 

F. The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to any person with 

respect to whom there are serious reasons for considering that: 

(a) He has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against 

humanity, as defined in the international instruments drawn up to make 

provision in respect of such crimes; 

(b) He has committed a serious non-political crime outside the country of 

refuge prior to his admission to that country as a refugee; 

(c) He has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the 

United Nations. 

Article 2 - General obligations 

Every refugee has duties to the country in which he finds himself, which 

require in particular that he conform to its laws and regulations as well as to 

measures taken for the maintenance of public order. 

Article 3 - Non-discrimination 

The Contracting States shall apply the provisions of this Convention to 

refugees without discrimination as to race, religion or country of origin. 

Article 4 - Religion 
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The Contracting States shall accord to refugees within their territories 

treatment at least as favourable as that accorded to their nationals with 

respect to freedom to practise their religion and freedom as regards the 

religious education of their children. 

Article 5 - Rights granted apart from this Convention 

Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair any rights and benefits 

granted by a Contracting State to refugees apart from this Convention. 

Article 6 - The term "in the same circumstances" 

For the purposes of this Convention, the term "in the same circumstances" 

implies that any requirements (including requirements as to length and 

conditions of sojourn or residence) which the particular individual would 

have to fulfil for the enjoyment of the right in question, if he were not a 

refugee, must be fulfilled by him, with the exception of requirements which 

by their nature a refugee is incapable of fulfilling. 

Article 7 - Exemption from reciprocity 

1. Except where this Convention contains more favourable provisions, a 

Contracting State shall accord to refugees the same treatment as is accorded 

to aliens generally. 

2. After a period of three years' residence, all refugees shall enjoy exemption 

from legislative reciprocity in the territory of the Contracting States. 

3. Each Contracting State shall continue to accord to refugees the rights and 

benefits to which they were already entitled, in the absence of reciprocity, at 

the date of entry into force of this Convention for that State. 

4. The Contracting States shall consider favourably the possibility of 

according to refugees, in the absence of reciprocity, rights and benefits 

beyond those to which they are entitled according to paragraphs 2 and 3, and 

to extending exemption from reciprocity to refugees who do not fulfil the 

conditions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3. 

5. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 apply both to the rights and benefits 

referred to in articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this Convention and to rights 

and benefits for which this Convention does not provide. 

Article 8 - Exemption from exceptional measures 

With regard to exceptional measures which may be taken against the person, 

property or interests of nationals of a foreign State, the Contracting States 

shall not apply such measures to a refugee who is formally a national of the 

said State solely on account of such nationality. Contracting States which, 

under their legislation, are prevented from applying the general principle 

expressed in this article, shall, in appropriate cases, grant exemptions in 

favour of such refugees. 

Article 9 - Provisional measures 

Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Contracting State, in time of war 

or other grave and exceptional circumstances, from taking provisionally 

measures which it considers to be essential to the national security in the case 

of a particular person, pending a determination by the Contracting State that 

that person is in fact a refugee and that the continuance of such measures is 

necessary in his case in the interests of national security. 
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Article 10 - Continuity of residence 

1. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced during the Second World War 

and removed to the territory of a Contracting State, and is resident there, the 

period of such enforced sojourn shall be considered to have been lawful 

residence within that territory. 

2. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced during the Second World War 

from the territory of a Contracting State and has, prior to the date of entry 

into force of this Convention, returned there for the purpose of taking up 

residence, the period of residence before and after such enforced 

displacement shall be regarded as one uninterrupted period for any purposes 

for which uninterrupted residence is required. 

Article 11 - Refugee seamen 

In the case of refugees regularly serving as crew members on board a ship 

flying the flag of a Contracting State, that State shall give sympathetic 

consideration to their establishment on its territory and the issue of travel 

documents to them or their temporary admission to its territory particularly 

with a view to facilitating their establishment in another country. 

Chapter II 

JURIDICAL STATUS 

Article 12 - Personal status 

1. The personal status of a refugee shall be governed by the law of the 

country of his domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the law of the country of 

his residence. 

2. Rights previously acquired by a refugee and dependent on personal status, 

more particularly rights attaching to marriage, shall be respected by a 

Contracting State, subject to compliance, if this be necessary, with the 

formalities required by the law of that State, provided that the right in 

question is one which would have been recognized by the law of that State 

had he not become a refugee. 

Article 13 - Movable and immovable property 

The Contracting States shall accord to a refugee treatment as favourable as 

possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens 

generally in the same circumstances, as regards the acquisition of movable 

and immovable property and other rights pertaining thereto, and to leases and 

other contracts relating to movable and immovable property. 

Article 14 - Artistic rights and industrial property 

In respect of the protection of industrial property, such as inventions, designs 

or models, trade marks, trade names, and of rights in literary, artistic and 

scientific works, a refugee shall be accorded in the country in which he has 

his habitual residence the same protection as is accorded to nationals of that 

country. In the territory of any other Contracting States, he shall be accorded 

the same protection as is accorded in that territory to nationals of the country 

in which he has his habitual residence. 

Article 15 - Right of association 

As regards non-political and non-profit-making associations and trade unions 

the Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their 
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territory the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals of a foreign 

country, in the same circumstances. 

Article 16 - Access to courts 

1. A refugee shall have free access to the courts of law on the territory of all 

Contracting States. 

2. A refugee shall enjoy in the Contracting State in which he has his habitual 

residence the same treatment as a national in matters pertaining to access to 

the courts, including legal assistance and exemption from cautio judicatum 

solvi . 

3. A refugee shall be accorded in the matters referred to in paragraph 2 in 

countries other than that in which he has his habitual residence the treatment 

granted to a national of the country of his habitual residence. 

Chapter III 

GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT 

Article 17 - Wage-earning employment 

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their 

territory the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals of a foreign 

country in the same circumstances, as regards the right to engage in wage-

earning employment. 

2. In any case, restrictive measures imposed on aliens or the employment of 

aliens for the protection of the national labour market shall not be applied to a 

refugee who was already exempt from them at the date of entry into force of 

this Convention for the Contracting State concerned, or who fulfils one of the 

following conditions: 

(a) He has completed three years' residence in the country; 

(b) He has a spouse possessing the nationality of the country of residence. A 

refugee may not invoke the benefit of this provision if he has abandoned his 

spouse; 

(c) He has one or more children possessing the nationality of the country of 

residence. 

3. The Contracting States shall give sympathetic consideration to assimilating 

the rights of all refugees with regard to wage-earning employment to those of 

nationals, and in particular of those refugees who have entered their territory 

pursuant to programmes of labour recruitment or under immigration schemes. 

Article 18 - Self-employment 

The Contracting States shall accord to a refugee lawfully in their territory 

treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than 

that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, as regards the 

right to engage on his own account in agriculture, industry, handicrafts and 

commerce and to establish commercial and industrial companies. 

Article 19 - Liberal professions 

1. Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their 

territory who hold diplomas recognized by the competent authorities of that 

State, and who are desirous of practising a liberal profession, treatment as 

favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that 

accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances. 
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2. The Contracting States shall use their best endeavours consistently with 

their laws and constitutions to secure the settlement of such refugees in the 

territories, other than the metropolitan territory, for whose international 

relations they are responsible. 

Chapter IV 

WELFARE 

Article 20 - Rationing 

Where a rationing system exists, which applies to the population at large and 

regulates the general distribution of products in short supply, refugees shall 

be accorded the same treatment as nationals. 

Article 21 - Housing 

As regards housing, the Contracting States, in so far as the matter is regulated 

by laws or regulations or is subject to the control of public authorities, shall 

accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory treatment as favourable 

as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens 

generally in the same circumstances. 

Article 22 - Public education 

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees the same treatment as is 

accorded to nationals with respect to elementary education. 

2. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees treatment as favourable as 

possible, and, in any event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens 

generally in the same circumstances, with respect to education other than 

elementary education and, in particular, as regards access to studies, the 

recognition of foreign school certificates, diplomas and degrees, the 

remission of fees and charges and the award of scholarships. 

Article 23 - Public relief 

The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their 

territory the same treatment with respect to public relief and assistance as is 

accorded to their nationals. 

Article 24 - Labour legislation and social security 

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their 

territory the same treatment as is accorded to nationals in respect of the 

following matters; 

(a) In so far as such matters are governed by laws or regulations or are 

subject to the control of administrative authorities: remuneration, including 

family allowances where these form part of remuneration, hours of work, 

overtime arrangements, holidays with pay, restrictions on work, minimum 

age of employment, apprenticeship and training, women's work and the work 

of young persons, and the enjoyment of the benefits of collective bargaining; 

(b) Social security (legal provisions in respect of employment injury, 

occupational diseases, maternity, sickness, disability, old age, death, 

unemployment, family responsibilities and any other contingency which, 

according to national laws or regulations, is covered by a social security 

scheme), subject to the following limitations: 

(i) There may be appropriate arrangements for the maintenance of acquired 

rights and rights in course of acquisition; 
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(ii) National laws or regulations of the country of residence may prescribe 

special arrangements concerning benefits or portions of benefits which are 

payable wholly out of public funds, and concerning allowances paid to 

persons who do not fulfil the contribution conditions prescribed for the award 

of a normal pension. 

2. The right to compensation for the death of a refugee resulting from 

employment injury or from occupational disease shall not be affected by the 

fact that the residence of the beneficiary is outside the territory of the 

Contracting State. 

3. The Contracting States shall extend to refugees the benefits of agreements 

concluded between them, or which may be concluded between them in the 

future, concerning the maintenance of acquired rights and rights in the 

process of acquisition in regard to social security, subject only to the 

conditions which apply to nationals of the States signatory to the agreements 

in question. 

4. The Contracting States will give sympathetic consideration to extending to 

refugees so far as possible the benefits of similar agreements which may at 

any time be in force between such Contracting States and non-contracting 

States. 

Chapter V 

ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES 

Article 25 - Administrative assistance 

1. When the exercise of a right by a refugee would normally require the 

assistance of authorities of a foreign country to whom he cannot have 

recourse, the Contracting States in whose territory he is residing shall arrange 

that such assistance be afforded to him by their own authorities or by an 

international authority. 

2. The authority or authorities mentioned in paragraph 1 shall deliver or cause 

to be delivered under their supervision to refugees such documents or 

certifications as would normally be delivered to aliens by or through their 

national authorities. 

3. Documents or certifications so delivered shall stand in the stead of the 

official instruments delivered to aliens by or through their national 

authorities, and shall be given credence in the absence of proof to the 

contrary. 

4. Subject to such exceptional treatment as may be granted to indigent 

persons, fees may be charged for the services mentioned herein, but such fees 

shall be moderate and commensurate with those charged to nationals for 

similar services. 

5. The provisions of this article shall be without prejudice to articles 27 and 

28. 

Article 26 - Freedom of movement 

Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully in its territory the 

right to choose their place of residence and to move freely within its territory 

subject to any regulations applicable to aliens generally in the same 

circumstances. 

Article 27 - Identity papers 
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The Contracting States shall issue identity papers to any refugee in their 

territory who does not possess a valid travel document. 

Article 28 - Travel documents 

1. The Contracting States shall issue to refugees lawfully staying in their 

territory travel documents for the purpose of travel outside their territory, 

unless compelling reasons of national security or public order otherwise 

require, and the provisions of the Schedule to this Convention shall apply 

with respect to such documents. The Contracting States may issue such a 

travel document to any other refugee in their territory; they shall in particular 

give sympathetic consideration to the issue of such a travel document to 

refugees in their territory who are unable to obtain a travel document from 

the country of their lawful residence. 

2. Travel documents issued to refugees under previous international 

agreements by Parties thereto shall be recognized and treated by the 

Contracting States in the same way as if they had been issued pursuant to this 

article. 

Article 29 - Fiscal charges 

1. The Contracting States shall not impose upon refugees duties, charges or 

taxes, of any description whatsoever, other or higher than those which are or 

may be levied on their nationals in similar situations. 

2. Nothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to refugees of 

the laws and regulations concerning charges in respect of the issue to aliens 

of administrative documents including identity papers. 

Article 30 - Transfer of assets 

1. A Contracting State shall, in conformity with its laws and regulations, 

permit refugees to transfer assets which they have brought into its territory, to 

another country where they have been admitted for the purposes of 

resettlement. 

2. A Contracting State shall give sympathetic consideration to the application 

of refugees for permission to transfer assets wherever they may be and which 

are necessary for their resettlement in another country to which they have 

been admitted. 

Article 31 - Refugees unlawfully in the country of refuge 

1. The Contracting States shall not impose penalties, on account of their 

illegal entry or presence, on refugees who, coming directly from a territory 

where their life or freedom was threatened in the sense of article 1, enter or 

are present in their territory without authorization, provided they present 

themselves without delay to the authorities and show good cause for their 

illegal entry or presence. 

2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the movements of such refugees 

restrictions other than those which are necessary and such restrictions shall 

only be applied until their status in the country is regularized or they obtain 

admission into another country. The Contracting States shall allow such 

refugees a reasonable period and all the necessary facilities to obtain 

admission into another country. 

Article 32 - Expulsion 
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1. The Contracting States shall not expel a refugee lawfully in their territory 

save on grounds of national security or public order. 

2. The expulsion of such a refugee shall be only in pursuance of a decision 

reached in accordance with due process of law. Except where compelling 

reasons of national security otherwise require, the refugee shall be allowed to 

submit evidence to clear himself, and to appeal to and be represented for the 

purpose before competent authority or a person or persons specially 

designated by the competent authority. 

3. The Contracting States shall allow such a refugee a reasonable period 

within which to seek legal admission into another country. The Contracting 

States reserve the right to apply during that period such internal measures as 

they may deem necessary. 

Article 33 - Prohibition of expulsion or return ("refoulement") 

1. No Contracting State shall expel or return (" refouler ") a refugee in any 

manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his life or freedom 

would be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality, membership 

of a particular social group or political opinion. 

2. The benefit of the present provision may not, however, be claimed by a 

refugee whom there are reasonable grounds for regarding as a danger to the 

security of the country in which he is, or who, having been convicted by a 

final judgement of a particularly serious crime, constitutes a danger to the 

community of that country. 

Article 34 - Naturalization 

The Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitate the assimilation and 

naturalization of refugees. They shall in particular make every effort to 

expedite naturalization proceedings and to reduce as far as possible the 

charges and costs of such proceedings. 

Chapter VI 

EXECUTORY AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

Article 35 - Co-operation of the national authorities with the United 

Nations 

1. The Contracting States undertake to co-operate with the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, or any other agency of the 

United Nations which may succeed it, in the exercise of its functions, and 

shall in particular facilitate its duty of supervising the application of the 

provisions of this Convention. 

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner or any other 

agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, to make reports to the 

competent organs of the United Nations, the Contracting States undertake to 

provide them in the appropriate form with information and statistical data 

requested concerning: 

(a) The condition of refugees, 

(b) The implementation of this Convention, and 

(c) Laws, regulations and decrees which are, or may hereafter be, in force 

relating to refugees. 

Article 36 - Information on national legislation 
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The Contracting States shall communicate to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations the laws and regulations which they may adopt to ensure the 

application of this Convention. 

Article 37 - Relation to previous conventions 

Without prejudice to article 28, paragraph 2, of this Convention, this 

Convention replaces, as between Parties to it, the Arrangements of 5 July 

1922, 31 May 1924, 12 May 1926, 30 June 1928 and 30 July 1935, the 

Conventions of 28 October 1933 and 10 February 1938, the Protocol of 14 

September 1939 and the Agreement of 15 October 1946. 

Chapter VII 

FINAL CLAUSES 

Article 38 - Settlement of disputes 

Any dispute between Parties to this Convention relating to its interpretation 

or application, which cannot be settled by other means, shall be referred to 

the International Court of Justice at the request of any one of the parties to the 

dispute. 

Article 39 - Signature, ratification and accession 

1. This Convention shall be opened for signature at Geneva on 28 July 1951 

and shall thereafter be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations. It shall be open for signature at the European Office of the United 

Nations from 28 July to 31 August 1951 and shall be re-opened for signature 

at the Headquarters of the United Nations from 17 September 1951 to 31 

December 1952. 

2. This Convention shall be open for signature on behalf of all States 

Members of the United Nations, and also on behalf of any other State invited 

to attend the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees and 

Stateless Persons or to which an invitation to sign will have been addressed 

by the General Assembly. It shall be ratified and the instruments of 

ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations. 

3. This Convention shall be open from 28 July 1951 for accession by the 

States referred to in paragraph 2 of this article. Accession shall be effected by 

the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. 

Article 40 - Territorial application clause 

1. Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare 

that this Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for the 

international relations of which it is responsible. Such a declaration shall take 

effect when the Convention enters into force for the State concerned. 

2. At any time thereafter any such extension shall be made by notification 

addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and shall take effect 

as from the ninetieth day after the day of receipt by the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations of this notification, or as from the date of entry into force 

of the Convention for the State concerned, whichever is the later. 

3. With respect to those territories to which this Convention is not extended 

at the time of signature, ratification or accession, each State concerned shall 

consider the possibility of taking the necessary steps in order to extend the 
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application of this Convention to such territories, subject, where necessary 

for constitutional reasons, to the consent of the Governments of such 

territories. 

Article 41 - Federal clause 

In the case of a Federal or non-unitary State, the following provisions shall 

apply: 

(a) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the 

legislative jurisdiction of the federal legislative authority, the obligations of 

the Federal Government shall to this extent be the same as those of parties 

which are not Federal States; 

(b) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the 

legislative jurisdiction of constituent States, provinces or cantons which are 

not, under the constitutional system of the Federation, bound to take 

legislative action, the Federal Government shall bring such articles with a 

favourable recommendation to the notice of the appropriate authorities of 

States, provinces or cantons at the earliest possible moment; 

(c) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the request of any other 

Contracting State transmitted through the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, supply a statement of the law and practice of the Federation and its 

constituent units in regard to any particular provision of the Convention 

showing the extent to which effect has been given to that provision by 

legislative or other action. 

Article 42 - Reservations 

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any State may make 

reservations to articles of the Convention other than to articles 1, 3, 4, 16 (1), 

33, 36-46 inclusive. 

2. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph 1 of this 

article may at any time withdraw the reservation by a communication to that 

effect addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 43 - Entry into force 

1. This Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day following the 

day of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of 

the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter 

into force on the ninetieth day following the date of deposit by such State of 

its instrument of ratification or accession. 

Article 44 - Denunciation 

1. Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention at any time by a 

notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting State concerned one 

year from the date upon which it is received by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. 

3. Any State which has made a declaration or notification under article 40 

may, at any time thereafter, by a notification to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, declare that the Convention shall cease to extend to such 
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territory one year after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-

General. 

Article 45 - Revision 

1. Any Contracting State may request revision of this Convention at any time 

by a notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall recommend the steps, if 

any, to be taken in respect of such request. 

Article 46 - Notifications by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Members of the 

United Nations and non-member States referred to in article 39: 

(a) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with section B of article 1; 

(b) Of signatures, ratifications and accessions in accordance with article 39; 

(c) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with article 40; 

(d) Of reservations and withdrawals in accordance with article 42; 

(e) Of the date on which this Convention will come into force in accordance 

with article 43; 

(f) Of denunciations and notifications in accordance with article 44; 

(g) Of requests for revision in accordance with article 45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




