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The Beirut Collogo for Women i s a four-year liberal arts college at the university 

levol , founded on Christian principles . It beli eves in the education, at once liberal 

and specialized which prepares young wome11.fb r responsible living, while yet remaining 

fully conscious of the rich heritage and multiple needs of the community it serves. 

The College devotes its efforts to the development of the whole personality of the 

individual, including the cultivation of a sense of moral and spiritual values. The 

evidence for the important role which the College plays in higher education for women, , 

the success of its program, is amply demonstrated by the self-fulfillment of its alumnae, 

the high level of their adjustment and their achievements even in times of fundamental 

change, and the attitudes of mind and spirit by which they have come to be known. 

MAJORS 

Besides the A.A. (Associate in Arts) and A.A. S. (Associate in Applied Science) a 

two-year terminal program in Secretarial Studies), Juniors and Seniors specialize 

in one of the following major fields: 

Arabic Fine Arts 

Biology 

Biology-Chemistry 

Chemistry 

Chemistry-Mathematics 

Education 

English 

History-Political Science 

Home Economics 

Child Development 

Family Relations 

Food & Nutrition 

Home Economics Educ. 

Mathematics 

Psychology 

Religion-Philosophy 

Sociology-Social Work 

The Normal Diploma is awarded to students who completel8 credit hours in educatim 

and a major in their teaching field. Elementary Education majors receive the Normal 

Diploma automatically since their course of study includes the 18 credits required for 

the Diploma. 
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Extension Courses.: 

Two extension courses - Cer amic s and Library Scie nce - were introduced this 

year and wer e offered to both the r e gular B CW students and alumnae• 

The Ceramics c our se wa s offered to encourage ex-students to return to College 

and develop new intere st. The course was given by Miss Susan Williamson who 

received the Ministry of Education National Diploma of Design in pottery and terra­

cotta. After four year's s tudy at High Wycombe School of Art, and the Art Teachers 1 

Diploma after a further year at Birmingham University. 

It is hoped to re-arrange the Ceramics course and to give it in the early evening 

hours when more alumnae will be free to attend. There was a good response from 

both students and alumnae. The work produced was very good. With better 

facilities and equipment, the standard of the course could be raised. 

Library Science: Besides the regular students, a number of alumnae benefited from 

the Library Science course which was given both semesters . The course covered 

general aspects of librarianship. Special emphasis was given to a description of 

various kinds of libraries and the special services each can give. Extensive use 

was made of audio-visual materials. Guest speakers include Mr. Maurice Leach from 

the Library services section of the Ford Foundation and Mr. Francis Kent, University 

Librarian of AUB. 

The course was given by Mrs. Isabel Hathorn, Director of the School Librarian 

Workshop (given during the summer session - July-August 1968 as a pioneering 

project) who is also on the staff of the BCW Library. 

Children's Library: This is another pioneering project introduced this year by 

Mrs. Hathorn. Mrs. Hathorn is a trained and experienced school librarian whose 

main interest is in children I s literature and library services to children and young 

people. Aided by a grant from the Ford Foundation, she established the Children, s 

Library. Next to the Main Library, students and alumnae who are holders of BCW 

library cards and their children are welcome. 
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CUHRlCUI.AJM C OMMJTTF.E 

A g n rnl vnluo.tion or currlcular offerings was made by each department· 

The now mojors o.nd coursos introduced were as follows: 
· O t b 1968 The Ma thematics 

J. .Es to.blishment of a Mo.jor in Chomi.stry to begin c o er • 

major ho.d already begun October 1967. * 
2. Establishment of a major in Drama and Literature . 

3 . Courses odded to the off etings: 

a. Psychology of Perception h. Feature Writing 

b. Abnormal Psychology i. Referenc e and Cata loguing 

c. Psychology of Adjustment j . Music Education 

d. Survey of English Literature k. Cer ami c s 

e. History of the Theater 1. Ecology 

f . Scene Design m. S ystematic Botany 

g. Introduction to Journalism 

All these courses have filled a badly felt ga p i n the College curriculum, 

FACUL TY 

The teaching f acu ity of the Colle ge consisted of 40 full timers and 26 who taught 

six hour s or less . Of the full t imers, 10 a r e Ph.D. holders and 22 M.A . 's. 

BCW continued to draw on the res ources of the community and neighboring universities . 

Some 26 differ ent qua lified persons assisted the College as part-time faculty, 

lecturers, and visiting profes sors during the year. Of those teaching on part-time 

basi s, 7 are holder s of Ph.D.degrees, 12 M.A., 6 B. A . and one professional degree. 

Because of this combinati on of qualified faculty, the College was able to off er the 

competence of specialties which otherwise would have been impossible. 

Department Chairmen indicate that they have completed quite a successful year and 

are looking forward to a better one. They al·l appreciate the help and encouragement 

of the administration. 

June 1968 saw 7 full-time faculty leaving BCW for reasons of further education and 

other work. Six were asked to leave because of -non· r~newal of work permit and were 

*"With the th~e majors Biology, Chemistry al'l.d Mathematics, the department has a 
structure which should allow it to do a reasonable good job. Certainly there will 
be a need to change requirements a ni courses within these majors, but the basic 
struct~re is solid and sa.tisfying. Given a lot of hard work by students and faculty, 
the Science Department should add to the quality of education at BCW". 
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replaced by 4 qualified Lebanese and three non Lebanese holding high degrees• Of 

those leaving 2 had a Ph.D., 11 had an M.A. and 2 had a B.A. 

For 1968-69 the full time faculty has been augmented by the addition of Dr. Adnan 

Fawaz (Political Science and History), Dr. Raja Hajjar (Chemistry and Physics), 

Mrs. Jean Isteero (M.A. - Intensive E nglish), Dr. George Nasr (Political Science) 

Mr. Nicholas Read-Collins (M.A. - English), Miss Joyce Said (M.A. - English and 

Humanities), Dr. Imad Shouery (Humanities), Miss Elizabeth Williams (M.A. - Home 

Economics, and Dr. Karim Azkoul (Philosophy). 

Faculty Publications 

Several faculty members published books, articles, and delivered addresses , and 

many served the church and community in many capacities . 

Among the publicati ons in Arabic are books recently published by Professor T hurayya 

Malhas Mahajir Fil Kouhouf "Quarries in the Caves", Khabba' na as-Sawareekh fil 

Hayakel (translation: We hid the Missiles in the Temple) . This is the sixth c ollection 

of Thurayya ' s poetry and her fourteenth published book. T he proceed s of one hundred 

copies wer e donated to friends of J erusa,l em. Another pamphlet was a lso publis hed 

in Ar a bi c and is entitled "The Str uggle of the Arab Woman 11
• This tal k was given 

during the P alestine Week a t BCW last May. 1500 copies were donated to friends of 

J e r usalem and other Palestinian Organi z a ti ons. 

Professor Rose Ghora yyi b published a s e ries of children's s tories and plays. She 

has already published a colle ction of folk songs, poems for children and Arabic 

textbooks. 

Pioneering Profiles by 'Dr . Marie Sabri - telling the ftory of the College and i ts 

pi oneering a lumnae was published December 1967 by Khayat Book and Publishing Co., 

B eirut. 

The Structured Arabic from Sound to Sentence - by Dr. Raja Nasr was published 

by Librairie du Liban, 1967. Dr. Nasr is the author of 19 books and 17 articles in 

the field of language teaching. A series of three books titled "Applied E nglish Grammar" 

was published by Longmans Green of London in 1968. 
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Interaction of Political Military a nd Economic Factors i n Israel by Mis s Ange lina 

Helou was published in Oct ober 1967 by the Resear ch Center of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization i n Beirut . 

The E pistle of J ames , A S tudy Ma nual by Dr. Ralph Gwinn was published by Baker 

Book House, Grand Ra pids, Michi gan, 1967 

STAFF 

The academic year 1967-68 saw several changes in the pri.nc:ip al administrative staff. 

Dr. Marie Sabri, in addition to her duties as Registrar and Director of Admissions , 

accepted the heavy responsibilities of Acting President 

The position of Dean of Faculty was excellently filled by Dr. R aja 

Nasr, Chairman of the Education Depa rtment, who had been on leave of absence from 

the College for the past two years. He established set policies for department and 

committee chairmen and program coordinators. He prepared job descriptions for the 

academic and non-academic personnel. He initiated an evalufi.tion of our curricular 

offerings and was instrumental in bringing about some improvements in the offerings. 

He devised a new numbering system for the College courses. And he assumed major 

responsibility in recruiting new qualified personnel for 1968-1969. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

!At a meeting on July 1, 1967, the Board of Management elected new members and 

illed vacancies, so that the Board \nembers for 1967-68 include.d: 

Mr. Fawzi Dagher 

Mr. Anselmo Deeb 

Mrs. I. Hanna 

Dr. Jamal Harfouche 

Mrs • Kaisar J eha 

Mrs. Adib Kaba 

Mr. Tawfik Khabbaz 

Dr. Amal Kurban 

Rev. Isbir Makdisi 

Dr. Papken Mugrditchian 

Mr. Fuad Saba 

Mrs. Charles Saad 

Mrs. Jamil Sawaya 

Rev. Salim Sahyouni 

Rev. Benjamin Weir 

Ex-Officio: Dr. Marie Sabri 
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CAMPUS ACTIVITIES 

The student activities made a record this year. The campus swarmed with social 

and intellectual activities this year. A total of 20 concerts in the auditorium were 

sponsored by the National Conservatory, the German Cultural Center, Art and Music 

Center, the Orpheus Choir , the Spanish Cultural Center, and Haigazian College 

Committee. Twenty plays and theater programs were given including several by the 

Drama Class. Practically every single activity undertaken - beginning with the 

Carnival, Fine Arts Week, Refugee Week, Christmas Program, Dramatic productions, 

May Queen, Campus Days, Social Service Variety Shows were among the best ever 

performed. Students 1 participation and genuine involvement account to a large extent 

for the success of these activities. "The Committee on Campus Activities recognizes 

that the relatively high percentage of students I participation is due to the encourage­

ment of the ad.ministration and faculty. All these events were highly appraised in 

almost all the local newspapers and magazines .- in Arabic, English and French. 

Special thanks go to the Press for their enthusiasm and readiness to cover all the 

activities of the College free of charge. For the first time in the history of the College -

all newspapers representing different political view points showed such interest in 

the College. It was hard to find a day when our activities were not being covered in 

the press, on radio and TV* They kept repeating the phrase that it was both an honor 

and duty to write about such an outstanding and unique institution and that this interest 

is due to the well-deserved reputation that the College has earned over the years. 

We are grateful for the interest and enthusiastic cooperation of the Lebanese Press 

and other news media. 

Outstanding Student Activities and Performances: 

1. Art Exhibition: This year, and for the first ti.me, BCW Art students participated 

in group exhibits sponsored by different institutions and organizations. 

a. Student Painting Exhibition - West Hall Feb. 1968. An inter-university art 

exhibition sponsored by the Political Science Society at St. Joseph 

* The Collections of the newspapers clippings at the President's Office give an 

excellent summary and coverage of the College activities during this academic year. 
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Musi en L 1,;v nl1:; 

Two outslnnding musi en I ovonts Look place at Lrwin Hall last yoo.r. Th fl.rest wna 

n.11 oxcoll nt chornl cone rt dir clod by Dr. A.fif Bulos and porform d by th B ·I rut 

Orphous ChoLr o nd Lh Notional Conservatory Orchestra, in aid of the strand cl etud nlB 

from the Wost Bank of Jordan. As o. committee of society women promoted th eaJo 

of the tickets, the concert wns extremely well attended. Members of tho Corpi:J 

Diplomatic, prominent Lebanese citizens, headed by Ex-President Chamoun a nd 

Mrs . Chamoun, o.nd members of the European and American communities wore present. 

The concert which rea I i zed about LL. 3,200 focussed the attention of many on tho 

pligh t of tho so students. 

The second event took place in May when four performances of a high standa rd were 

given at Irwin Hall of H.M. S . Pinafore. Dr. Afif Bulos produced and direct ed the 

show . A dressy audience turned out to the premiere, and the successive perfor mances 

were well attended, particularly the Matinee which was packed with a young audience. 

In this respect, it must be point ed out t hat these two events have done a great deal r or 

the image of BCW and were of great value to public relations . 

Drama ti c E vents: 

The drama ti c p roductions under the leadership of Profe ssor Irene Faffle r were the 

be st i n quality a nd qua ntity the College ever ha d . 

Some of these productions were directed by Professor Faffler and some by students 

under her s upervision. Thes e were public events. 

In addition to the public performances, Professor Faffler' s classes produced one­

act plays (one by ea ch student in Drama) for limited audiences. These were a grand 

success, and many were reviewed in the press. 
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STUDENT BODY STATISTICS 

The student body conti nued to increase in size with 673 students enrolled during the 

fall semester. The total number of students on campus during the year was 719. 

The chart indicates othe r interesti ng c omparative data: 

1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 

Total number of students 651 635 719 

Number of nationalities 33 41 42 

Christian 342 332 402 

Catholic 75 73 94 

Orthodox 164 166 202 

Protestant 103 93 106 

Moslem 268 253 265 

Druze 34 43 45 

DEGREES AWARDED 

The degrees awarded at the June Commencement included the graduates of both 

1967 and 1968. The 1968 graduates included the following: 19 A. A. S. (a two­

year program in secretarial studies), 72 B.A. and 7 B.S. degree s. In addition 

89 A. A. degrees (two-year arts and sciences program) w ere given without public 

ceremony. 

1966 1967 1968 

A.A.S. 18 13 19 

A.A. 82 102 89 

B.A. 76 53 72 

B.S . 6 5 7 

THE LIBRARY 

I. Staff: 

The full-time staff consisted of Miss Meryle Gaston, Acting Head 

Librarian, Mrs. Aida Naaman, Assistant Librarian and Arabic 

cataloging, Mrs. Isabel Hathorn, Director or the School Librarian's 

Workshop and Western languages cataloger, Miss Madeleine Vorperian, 

Assistant to the Librarian, Miss Helen Badawi, Circulation Librarian 

and office Assistant. 
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Part-time staff consisted of Mrs. Hayat Barakat, Circulation AssiStant, a nd 

Miss Eva Arbid, Arabic Typist (replacing Huda Dakhil). 

Hours: The Library was open from 7:30 A.M. to 9:00 P .M. Monday through 

Friday and from 7:30 A.M. to 3:00 P .M . on Saturdays• The Library was 

open for some hours during Christmas and Easter vacations. We hope to 

extend this during the next year as there was much student use during this 

time. 

Books: Total number of books at present is 29,000 volumes. Of these 

2, 227 were added to the English language collection, 850 were added to 

the Arabic collection during 1967-68. 

Binding: 352 English language books were bound in 1967-68, 561 Arabic language 

books were bound in 1967-68. 

Periodicals: The library subscribes to 206 Western language periodicals. 

Of these, 7 4 were bound in 1968. It subscribes to 14 Arabic periodicals; 

Of these 5 were bound in 1968. Total number of periodicals is therefore ·220, 

total number bound in 1968 was 79. 

Budget: The total library budget for 1967-68 was LL. 37,000. Of this 

LL. 20,000 was for English books, LL. 5,000 for Arabic books, LL. 5,000 

for periodicals, LL. 5, 000 for binding, and LL. 2, 000 for the general fund. 

One important development in library services was the setting up of the BCW ·· 

Instructions Material Center. This Center was placed in the old Day Students 

Lounge which is situated off the landing to the library front steps. This 

collection of books, periodicals, films, filmstrips, records, tapes, posters, 

maps, pictures and other materials is open to all BCW students, faculty, 

staff and alumnae. It is also open to the general public on payment of a small 

fee. A children's program of filmstrips is given once a week to all who wish to 

attend. It is anticipated that this children I s library and its services will continue 

to grow as it is almost unique in Beirut and there is already a great interest in it 

from many people who would otherwise not be coming to the BCW campus. 
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The Library Committee voted to recommend that money be set aside beginning next 

year for th e purchase of good quality audio-visual materials and equipment - i • e • 

fi lms, slides, filmstrips and microfilms. This would be a very good thing indeed and 

I hope budget allotments allow a really good beginning in this area. 

The Library Committee this year was composed of members who showed a great deal 

of concern for library development. They were all gratifyingly aware of the 

importance of their policy-making role. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENT EMPLOYMENT 

Following the June War in the Middle East , a general financial crisis was foreseen 

which would handicap a large number of students in continuing their education at the 

College. The tragedy, although it was general, directly hit students from Jordan who 

form the second largest group at BCW, 

In an appeal to alumnae and friends of the College (see attached letter) the need for 

contributions to the Scholarship Fund was stressed. 

Time and space d.) not allow me to mention the generous responses and contributions 

received. Through the ceaseless efforts made by personal contacts and correspondence 

and with the help of God I succeeded in receiving donations from various local and 

international organizations. 

The amount spent by the College on scholarships and student employment for 1967-68 

totaled LL. U2,000. Individual amounts ranged from LL. 250 to full tuition, for a 

total of 125 students. (This includes 12 West Bank - Jordanian students who received 

full scholarships). 55 students worked 5-10 hours weekly. Within this amount the 

Alumnae Association provided LL. 5, 000 in scholarships. Finally, 25 students from 

Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia were financed entirely by their governments 

or by ARAMCO and UNRWA as bursary students. Thus a total of 150 students or 25% of 

the student body were financially assisted. This does not include the six teachers from 

Synod schools who were subsidized in the tmining program during the Summer School. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

September 1, 1966 - September 1, 1967 

A. Income 

Tuition and Fees 
Outside sources 

Residences, etc. 
Scholarship Funds 
Other programs 

B. Expenditure 

Total Income 

Administration and General Expense 
Educational Iµstruction 
Library 
Plant Operation 
Residences 
Scholarships 
Other ~rograms 

Fund Appropriations 

LL. 998,195.-
246,400.-
510,408.-
151,600.-
56,788.-

1,963,391. -

203,455.-
831,450.-
62,122.-
85,320.-

388,557.-
78,300.-
4,075.-

207,000.-
Total Expenditure 1,860,279.-

C. Development Funds - Total 

Balance 
Income 

Total 

Disbursements 

Balance 

Book Value of Plant 

Additions 

1, 718,233.-
139, 219. -

1,857,452.-

1, 435,313. -

422, 139. -

10,000,000.­

l,435,313.-
11,435, 313. -

Budget Report 

Income LL. 
Expenditure 
Replacement Fund 

(for depreciation, etc.) 

Actual 
1966-67 

1,963, 391.-
1, 860,279. -

Approved Budget 
1966-1967 

1,902,425. -
1, 891,725. -

Proposed 
1967-68 

2,055,440.-
2,028,950.-
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CAMPUS DE VELOPMEN T 

40th Anniversary Development Fund 

The fulfillment of the 40th Anniversary goal was of the highlights of the academic 

year 1967-68 thus meeting the challenge of the Ford Foundati on grant. (See copy of 

mimeographed l etter s ent to friends ). 

A special luncheon meeting was held on June 26 at 12:30 noon in the Alumnae Lounge, 

Irwin Hall. 

Those present were: Mr. Fuad Saba, Chairman, Dr. Marie Sabri, Mr. Tawfik Khabbaz, 

Mr. Farid Fuleihan, Mr. Khalid Richani, Mrs. Annie Ridge, Mrs. Suad Kaba, 

Mrs. Najla Akrawi and Mrs. S alma Rafidi. 

Mr. Saba, Chairman, stated that the Development Committee was called for this 

closing meeting to appraise the 40th Anniversary Fund after it had met its goal by 

raising LL. 3,000,000 . A fi nancial report of the Fund was distributed among the 

members. ( Copy attached). 

The following decisions were made: 

I. Letters of thanks to be sent to all the committee and sub-committee members 

who participated in the fulfillment of the campaign. 

2. Special tribute is to be given to Dr. Frances M. Gray who was the first initiator 

of the development plan and to Dr. Morgan S. Odell, the organizer of the 

campaign. . 
3. Provide a "Golden Book" in which all names of donors will be recorded with 

the contribution of each. 

4. Publish a comprehensive article in the local papers covering the following 

information: 

a. General word about BCW and the service it renders to the Middle East 

countries. 

b. The accomplishment of the 40th Anniversary Fund and the financial report. 

c. Picture of Orme-Gray Hall as part of the development plan and other future 

plans covered by this campaign. 
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5 • Letters of thanks to be sent to the largest contributors, i.e. Ford Foundation, 

Commi s sion and Gulbenkian. 

Fine Arts Center and Gymnasium: 

With the fulfillment of the 40th Anniversary Goal for develo~irent, the second part 

of the construction plan began soon after commencement. The drilling and digging 

away the rocky hill near the tennis courts and their "joyous" noise hai ls the 

realization of the Fine Arts building and the gymnasium. The site of the Fine Arts 

building is at the east end of the College green and its area will be 2,850 sq. meters. 

The gymnasium will be built where the tennis courts are now and will cover an area 

of 1,400 sq. meters. It is hoped that the buildings will be finished by 1970. 

Purchase of Land: 

Our most immediate and needed project is the purchase of land adjacent to the College 

for further development. Unless we purchase this land very soon, we will lose our 

opportunity for ever as other people are seriously thinking of buying it. Our campus 

is too restricted to provide for the increasing number of applicants. We cannot provide 

for an increasing number on this much too small campus. 

Plans and negotiations are being made for the purchase of 6000 square meters. 

Contacts and letters to outstanding rulers and donors in the Arab World for 

substantial contributions have been sent. We hope and pray that it will not be long 

when you will hear the good news of the realization of this dream. 

Remodeling and Repairs 

During the summer of 1967 the kitchen and the dining room of Nicol hall were remodeled • 

Modern lighting was installed and repairs carried out in the 75 rooms. The basement' of 

Nicol Hall was remodeled as an all purpose lounge for both day students and boarders. 

The roof of Orme-Gray Hall was removed and retiled in concrete slabs with sica ti~ e 

to make it leak-proof and prevent the tragedy of leakage in the past three years. 

Also the heating system in Orme-Gray Hall was made more efficient and new pumps were 

installed. To prevent the perennial complaints and misery of water shortage, another 

artesian well was dug and deep water pump installed to provide 125 cubic meters of good 

clean water per day. The students and staff using lx>th buildings appreciated really 

these improvements. 




