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A year may be reckoned by the dalendar - or, with greater poignancy, it may be
measured by the pulsing heartbeats of men, by their joys and'sorrows, achievements and
failures, by the chronicle of events they create or encounter. The now discarded calen-
dar of the year 1956 has gone the ‘way of all its predecessors, but the history of those
days still burns in our hearts,

January found Tripoli Girls' School still dlgglng itself out of the mud and
wreckage caused by December's flash flood. March brought the terror and destruction of
earthquake to southern Lebanon where Sidon Girls' School and Gerard Institute suffered
moderate damage. The Suez Canal crisis and the invasion of Egypt by Israeli, French and
British forces rocked the precarious foundations of the Near East and brought the whole
world to the very brink of disaster. Theé fact that we can today read into the annals of
the Mission the accounts of a year of fairly normal work done is, in the light of recent
COndltlons, an accomplishment for which we must be profoundly thankful. Although mission
wives and children were moved from Syria to Lebanon in November at the height of the
crisis, mission work there continued without interruption. By Christmas all families
were reunited in their own homes, yet it would be a mistake to believe that things have
returned to normal - unless by normal one means the "stabilized chaos" which has charac-
terized the Near East for almost ten years. An open, festering wound continues to poison
human relationships in the Near East-with dread .complications for the entire world. Long
neglect of the Arab-Israel problem has resulted in chronic fever in the bddy politic.

The attack on Egypt marked an acute stage of the same disease. Communist penetration of
the Near East, violent nationalism, recurrent crises over oil, canals,‘treaties ~ all are
traceable largely to the same source of infection. Time has not proved to be the effective
healer some have hoped. On the contrary the rékges of the disease are more apparent with
each passing day. While our Christian concern for human welfare calls for our continued
and increased aid to the hundreds of:thousands of Palestinian Arab refugees, nothing less
than the settlement of the basic problem of Israel will restore health to the Near East,
What form that settlement may take it is impossible to predict. It seems increasingly
clear, however, that if Israel is to continue to exist at all (some Arabs speak of a new
Hundred Years War, with the total destruction of Israel as the ultimate and inevitable
goal), certain factors will necessarily enter, into any settlement: first, the plan of .
settlement will have to secure to some degree redress for the moral wrong which the Arab .
inhabitants of Palestine and the Near East feel they suffered because of the creation of
Israel in their midst} second territdrial concession and boundary adjustments and
guarantees will be required; and third, the disposséssed Arab refugees must be allowed
to return to their homes or be compensated justly for them if they elect not to return,
in which latter case both refugees and Arab governments whlch agree to resettle them

must receive adequate financial assistahce.,

Christlar Migsions in the Near Bast have 1nev1tably been affeéted by the continu-
ing and deteriorating situation growing out of the Palestine problem. The most difficult
field for missionary world has become immeasurably more difficult, and in some instances
impossible. Directly and indirectly regional and global politics have made the Near East
the pre-eminent "crisis area of the world." This is truly a time of danger and opportu-
nity. During the past year three critical situations arose in Syria, Aleppo College
was threatened with mob attack and closure when hostile groups distorted a religious
emphasis week discussion of love into approval.of political Zionism. An-order expelling
one of our missionaries from Syria for allegedly. Zionist sympathies was finally rescinded
when the charge was proved false. Deir ez Zor Hospital on the Euphrates river in north-
eastern Syria came close to being forced to close down because the mission doctor was
unable to secure a license. Only a last minute Cabinet decree granting the license
averted the danger. *
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In general Lebanon does not confront us with as many or as serious problems in
our work as does Syria. Even here, however, various Mission personnel and institutions
have come in for greater attention from enemies, Jibrail Rural Fellowship Center,
pioneer project in better rural living, has been the victim of constant attempts by
communist elements to undermine its program. A missionary in Nabatiyeh in South Lebanon
was the object of unjust accusations of being a Zionist spy radioing military information

"to Israel - an outgrowth of two innocent fac¢tors, one, the possession of a small tape-
recorder the missionary was using for language study and the other, negotiations with
Lebanese Army officials concerning temporary use of the reading room for military
purposes, TR Lo ' L Ay

. Edch year writes its own chronicle of unique history as well as the more routine
record of the unspectacular. It is doubtful, however, whéther in the long run the
unique or the spectacular will compare in importance with the patient, constant devotion
to the day to day work of schools, hospitals, evangelistic projects, audio-visual service
‘and literature on the part of both missionaries and their national colleagues. .

Church-Mission Relationships

Significant progress has been made in adjusting church-mission machinery to the
requirements of the times, National church consultants have been added to the Executive
Committee of the Mission pending the working out of a more comprehensive plan for joint
administration of mission work. During the course of the year we had a foretaste of
possibilities to come in the experience of preparing with the national Church.a joint
evaluation report on the work of the Missioh for the World Consultation held at Lake
Mohonk in April. The process generated not only a modest amount of heat but also
occasional flashes of light that served to illuminate the understanding of both parties,
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University Student Work- -

- The Bvaluation Report underlined the great importance of a more adequate program
of Christian work among university students in Beirut., In its strategic location Beirut
has been called the Antioch of the modern Near East. A major advance in this important
area of work has begun with the recent acquisition of larger and better located quarters,
Already the enlarged hostel is full and a more effective approach to students from all
over the Negr East :.is being worked out,- Our Mission is cooperating with local church
bodies .and other missions in this joint effort to make a Christian impact on the univer-
sity student world. . Still greater dreams of a large ecumenical ceriter of Christian’
scholarship and training are challenging us ‘with their rich possibilities. & « .
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Schools
4 school is made up of individuals, so let us take a glimpse of a few:

Aang th? boarding students in one of our. schools for girls are two little cousins
from a neighboring country. When their aunt brought them back after vacation she said,
"When they first came home from school, they behaved so nicely, but after a few days

they were just like the rest of us. Please keep them in your school as long as possible
and teach them as much as you can." ‘

A graduate of Beirut College for Women had this to say at her commencement: "This
has been a grand year. I look back four years and see how much I have grown at the
College - in my thinking, in my emotions and in my'spiritual life!’ Now I feel I am
ready to do my part for our countries. I thank God for the ways in which B.C.W., has
prepared me to lead and help others.™ : Pl b i

An apprehensive teacher at Sidon Girls! Schoel inquired-anxiously of- the principal
following a series of violent earthquake shocks, "Do you honestly believe, deep in your
heart, that no further calamities will take place and we will have our commencement as



