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A year may be reckoned by the èare.ndar - or, with greater poignancy, it may be 

measùred by the pulsing hea:rtbeà.ts of men, by their joys ·and'sorrows, achievements and 
failures, by the chroniclè of events they create or encounter. The now discarded calen­
dar of the year 1956 nas gone the'way qf all its predecessèrs, but the history of those 
days still burns in.our hearts, 

January found Tripoli Girls' School still digging itself out of the mud and 
wreckage caused by December 1 s flash flood. March brought the terror and destruction of 
earthquake to southe~n Lebanon where Sidon Girls' School and Gerard Institute suffered 
moderate damage. The Suez Canal.crisis an:i the invasion of Egypt by Israeli, French and 
British forces __ rocked the precarious fcundations of the Nea:r East and brought the whole 
world to the very brink of disaster. The fact that we can today read into the annals of 
the Mission the accounts· of a year of fairly normal work done is, in the light of recent 
conditions, an accomplishment for which we must be profoundly thankful. Although mission 
wives and children were moved from Syria to Lebanon in November at the height of the 
crisis, mission work there continued without interruption. By Christmas all farnilies 
were reunited in their own homes, yet it would be a mistake to believe that things have 
returned to normal -·unless by normal one meahs the "stabilized chaos" which has charac­
terized the Near East for ~lmost ten years. An open, festering wound continues to poison 
human relationships in the Near East-- with dread .complications for the entire world. Long 
neglect of the Arab-Israel problem has·re:;iulted in chronic fever in the bôdy politic. 
The attack on Egypt mat'ked an acute stage_of the sarne disease. Communist penetration of 
the Near East, violent nationalism, recurrent crises over oil, canals, 0 treaties - ail are 
traceable largely to the sarne source of infection. Time has not proved to be the effective 
healer some have hoped. On the contrary the nàl,.ges of the disease are more apparent with 
each passing day. While our Christian concern for hwnan welfare calls for our continued 
and increased aid to the hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arab refugees, nothing les~ 
than the settlement of the basic problem_of Israel will restore health to the Near 'East, 
What form that settlBment may take it is impossible to predict, It seems increasingly 
clear, however, that if Israel is to continue to exist at all (some Arabs speak of a new 
Hundred Years War,·with the total destruction of Israel as the ultimate and inevitable 
goal), certain.factors will necessar.ily enter.into any settlement: first, the plan of 
settlement will have to sècure to some degree ·redress for the moral wrong whiêh the Arab . 
inhabi tants of --Palestine ·and thè. Near East feel they suf fered because of tlu3 creation Of 
Israei in their.- midstj se·cond., ter,ritdrial concession and boundary adjustments and · · 
gtiarantees will qe reqüired; and thi.rd_. the disposséssed: Arab refugees must be allowed 
to return to their homes or be compensated justly for them if they elect not to return, 
in which latter case both refugees and Arab go.vernments which agree to resettle them 
must receive adequate financial assistance, . · 

Christ:i.ah Missions in the Nea.r r.a.~t have· inevit,ably been affeêtèd by ths côntinu-­
ing and deteriorating situation growing out of the Palestine problem. The 'most difficult · 
field for missionary world has become immeasurably more difficult, and in some instances 
impossible. Directly and indirectly regional and global politiès have made the Near East 
the pre-eminent "crisis area of the world. 11 This is truiy a-time of danger and opportu­
nity. Du.ring the past year three critical situations arose in Syria, Aleppo College 
was threatened with mob attack and closure when hostile groups distorted a religious 
emphasis week discussion of love into appro:val. of political Zionism. An ·order expelling 
one of our missionaries from Syria for allegedly, Zionist sympathies was finally rescinded 
when the charge was proved false. Deir éz Zor Hospital dn the Euphrates river in north­
eastern Syria carne close to being forced to close down becausê the mission doctor was 
unable to secure· a license. Only a last minute Cabinet decree. granting the license 
averted the danger. 
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In general Lebanon does not .. confront ·us with as many or as serious problems in 
our work as does Syria, Even here, howevcr, various Mission personnel and institutions 
have corne in for greater attention from enemies, Jibrail Rural Fellowship Center, 
pioneer project in better rural living, has been the victim of constant attempts by 
communist elements to unde:rmine its program. J missionary in Nabatiyeh in South Lebanon 
was the obj.ect of unjûst accusations of being a Zionist spy radioing military information 

- · tci Israel -· an outgrowth of two innocent fac tors, one, the possession of a small tape­
recnrder the missionary was using for language study and the other, negotiations with 
Lebanese Army officials concerning temporary use of the reading room for military 
purposes. · - · · . · · · - · , 

' ·Eàch year wr':ites ifs own chro.nicle of 'unique histo'ry as well as the more routine 
record of the unspèctacular. It is doùbtful, however, . wh.èther in the· long run · _the 
uriiqûe or thé spectacular will compare in importance with the patient, constant devotion 
ta . the day té day work of schools, hospitals, evangelistic projects, audio-visual service 
and literature on the part of both missionaries and their national colleagues . . 

Church-Mission Relationships 
Significant progress has been made in adjusting church-mission machinery to the 

requirements of the times. National church consultants have been added to the .Ex:ecutive 
Committee of the Mission pending the working out of a more comprehensive plan for joint 
administration of mission work. Dµring t~e course of the year we had a foretaste of 
possibilities to come in the experience of prepar.ing with the national Church .a joint 
evaluation report on the work of the· Missioh for the World Consultation held at Lake 
Mohonk in April , The process generated not 'only a modest amount of heat but also 
occasional flashes of lÎght that served to illuminate the understanding of both parties • 

. , 
University.., .Student Work 

· The Evaluation Report underlined the great importance of a more adequate prograrn 
of ChristiaA work among university students in Beirut. In its strategic location Beirut 
has been called the Antiôch of the modern Near East. h major advance in this important 
area of work has begun with the recent acquisition of larger and better located quarters. 
Already the enlarged hostel is full and a more effective approach to students from all 
over ,the Neq.r -Fast :is being worked out.·~ Our Mission is cooperating with local chur·ch 
bodies· a:nd oth€r missions, in this joint effC"1rt to- make a Christian impact on the univer­
sity student world • . Still greater .dreams of a large ecumenical ceriter d'f •Christian · 
scholarship and training are challenging- us ·with their rich possibf1ities, · 

Schr.,ols .. , ·c: :; 

1~ schooI is made up of individuais, sa _lè'~ {i's. ·take a glimpse of a few: 
Junong the boarding students in one of our. · ~·~hools for girls are two little cousins 

frr.,m a neighboring cq_untry. When their aunt bro-qght th€1Il back after vacation she said, 
"When they first carne home from school, they behav:e.d .so nicely, but after a few days 
they were just like the rest of us. Please keep th.em in your school as long as possible 
and teach them as much as you . can .11 , · 

A graduate of Beirut College for Women had · this to say at her commencement: "This 
has been a grand year. I look back four years and .see · how mucn . I have grown at the 
College - in my thinking, in my emotions and in my · spiritual lire:: · Now I feel I am 
ready to do my part for our countries. I thank God for tne ways··--in which B.C.W. has 
prepared me to lead and help others. 11 : •" ; • ·· •• 

., j . 

An apprehensive teacher at Sidon Girls 1 School inquired· ànxiously of.the principal 
following a series of violent earthquake shocks, "Do you honestly believe, deep in your 
heart, that no further calamities will take place and we will have our commencement as 


