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It is with great pleasure that I write these few lines, extending to of the Beirut University College
you all wherever you may be, warm greetings and best wishes for a
Happy New Year. May it be a year of love and happiness to all, and
pe&pcz and gooduwill to our dear Lebanon. Vol. XIX No. 4 WINTER 1980

As the new Chairman of the Publications Committee, and on \
behalf of the Board, I would like to express our sincere appreciation
and thanks to Mrs. Wafa Khallouf, ex-chairman of this Committe, for
her ardent work to make this Bulleting a success.

Also special thanks to all the Board members, under the compe-
tent leadership of Mrs. Vera Khuri, for the work they offered, to 5
help meet a g£1[ of LL 100,000 of funds for scholarships for the year Contenlis
1979-80. Proudly I say, that we did collect this amount, plus a little
over. Thanks to the generous contributions of many of you, and of
friends of the College.

Finally, a big welcome to the new faculty and Board members, 4 New Developments at BUC.
who have joined our BUC family: To them all, best wishes for a ) ]
successful New Year. a. BUC Community College Satellites.

b. The Division of Applied Language Studies.

: Sinperely, c¢. The Division of Business Studies.
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His excellency, Dr. Ali Al-Khalil, Minister of Finance, discussing the New
Community College Satellite Centre in Sidon with President Albert Badre on
the occasion of the Centre’s official opening last October.

New Developments at BUC

In keeping with its pioneering status,
BUC continues to lead the way by
being the first Institution in-the Middle
East to establish a two-year Com-
munity College. The success of such a
step encouraged the BUC administra-
tion to set up similar programmes on
off-campus sites. Dean Riad Nassar was
kind enough to give Miss Hilda Nassar
the following information on the BUC
“Community College Satellites.”

BUC Community College Satellites

“BUC has a deserved reputation for
being an educational innovator, there-
fore it was not surprising that in 1970
it established a two-year Community
College modelled after the American
Community College, with vocationally
oriented programmes such as Teacher
Training, Library Science, Advertising
Design, Interior Design, Communica-
tions Media, Computer Science, Secre-
tarial Studies and Business Manage-
ment. This programme was the first of
its kind in the Middle East.
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The success of these programmes on
the BUC Campus has prompted the
College to extend them to off-campus
sites in an attempt to carry education
to the people in their communities,
rather than bring them to a large metro-
politan area. This innovation will also
provide people with education at reduc-
ed cost, and will strengthen the ties
between the institution and the com-
munity it serves.

The establishment of Community
College Satellites has become more
urgent and necessary after the Lebanese
crises drove a number of professionals
and semi-professionals outside the
country; increased the financial hard-
ship of many students; and made it
very difficult for people to commute
daily from different parts of the coun-
try to Beirut.

With these problems in mind, BUC
took the decision to open four new
centers in Tripoli, Sidon, Zahlé and
Jounieh. Since the establishment of
such a venture at one time would be
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very expensive for a small private in-
stitution, it was decided to open the
Centers one at a time at yearly intervals.
To enlist community support for these
programmes and to establish them at a
reasonable cost, it was decided that
each Center would be founded in co-
operation with a well established, non-
profit high school or other institution
of learning in the area. Such institution
should be ready to offer the basic facili-
ties and to share the responsibility for
administration, recruitment of students
and public relations. Beirut University
College would be responsible for con-
ducting and controlling the academic
programme, and for granting the
degrees. The College would also train
administrative  personnel for the
Centers’ and use the College’s own
facilities to supplement the Centers’
facilities until they are developed to an
adequate level. Because such ventures
require considerable financial support,
steps are being taken to raise funds to
assist the development of the New
Centers, and to aid students who cannot
afford a private education.

The first of these Centers opened in
the fall of 1978 in cooperation with
Notre Dame de Louaizé School in Zouk
Mosbeh, a suburb of Jounieh. The
Center started with three programmes:
Business = Management, Secretarial
Studies and Computer Science. The en-
rollment in the first year was 105
students, and this year (1979-80) it is
162 students. Two science laboratories,
a learning laboratory and a small library
are now in operation.

Another Center, in cooperation with
the Makassed School in Sidon, was
opened in October, 1979. Three pro-
grammes are conducted in the first
year: Business Management, Secretarial
Studies and Interior Design.

The other Centers will be opened
after similar arrangements have been
made with other qualified institutions,
and when sufficient funds have become
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available for the new projects. More
programmes may be added to these
Centers at a larger stage, depending on
the needs of the specific community
and the ability of the institution to
provide the necessary facilities, equip-
ment and staff.

President Albert Badre addressing the
audience at the opening of the Centre at
the Islamic Makassed School in Sidon.



Two other new developments on the
main campus are the establishment of
the Division of Applied Language
Studies and the Business Studies Divi-
sion. Dr. Raja Nasr, Chairman of the
Applied Language Studies, in an inter-
view with Mrs. Ruth Adra, summed up
the aims and functions of the Division.

The Division of Applied
Language Studies

“We have always prided ourselves in
this College in our ability to meet the
growing and changing needs of our
community. One of the fastest growing
needs in the Arab World is for qualified
language teachers. In response to this
need, the College has established a new
Division with new majors and new pro-
grammes. In this Division and through
its programmes, we shall continue to
strive to be more effective in the educa-
tional service of our community.”

Those were the words of Dr. Raja T.
Nasr, Professor of Education and Lin-
guistics at the College and Chairman of
the new Division of Applied Language
Studies.

This new Division houses the follow-
ing programmes:

1. A new BA major in the teaching of
English as a foreign language
(TEFL).

2. A new BA major in the teaching of
Arabic as a foreign language (TAFL).
Both programmes are aimed at

developing a sound philosophy of life
and education, learning about the
nature of learning and the learner,
acquiring linguistic and communicative
competence and the latest methods of
teaching foreign languages, and integra-
ting knowledge and experience so that
the whole person is able to interact
meaningfully in the community.

Both these majors necessitated the
introduction of new courses, offered
for the first time at BUC. Some of
them are unique in this part of the
world, such as the Review of English
Grammar, Applied Phonology, Modern
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Dr. Raja T. Nasr.
English Grammar and the Teaching of
Reading and Writing.

3. A Diploma Programme (24 credits)
in the Teaching of English as a
foreign language, intended for in-
service teachers of English in the
primary, intermediate, and second-
ary cycles.

The Diploma course of study may
be followed on a full-time or a part-
time basis. Candidates working towards
a college degree or for college credit
must apply for such credit in advance.
4. The Intensive English Programme,

which is designed to meet the needs

of students who are weak in English,
but who otherwise qualify to be en-

rolled in the College. This year 224

students are in this programme.

5. A Special Arabic Programme for
foreigners, in which courses in col-
loquial and standard Arabic are
offered. Individualized tutorship is
available to interested candidates.
Dr. Raja Nasr, who is currently cele-

brating his silver jubilee at the College,

earned his doctorate at the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor. His teaching
experience includes the American Uni-
versity of Beirut, the Lebanese Uni-
versity, the University of Michigan,

Wayne State University, and the Uni-

versity of Reading. He has done coun-

try surveys of English language teach-
ing, trained language teachers, or acted
as a language consultant in 18 countries
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Dr. Hadia Harb.

and four continents. He is a member of
several professional organizations and
associations and his publications in-
clude over 30 books and more than 35
professional articles.

Dr. Hadia H. Harb, the second doc-
torate holder in the Division, has re-
cently received her PhD from Ohio
State University. Her doctoral disserta-
tion, entitled *“The Teaching of Arabic
Culture to Americans,” discusses cul-
ture as a set of values and norms having
an impact on foreign language learning
and teaching. In her study, Dr. Harb
emphasized that aspects of culture deal-
ing with value themes and patterns of
behavior must be included in a language
course. The rationale for this relates to
better command of the language and
better cross-cultural communication.
Dr. Harb has co-authored a book with
Dr. Nasr and has written a number of
articles.

Miss Doris Shalabi, holder of the MA
degree, is currently in charge of the
Intensive English Laboratory, supervis-
ed by the Division of Applied Language
Studies. In a most enlightening talk, she
said that the laboratory aims at the
development of certain language skills,
such as reading and grammar. The
laboratory programmes center around
individualized instruction. Individual
attention and help are given by the
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laboratory personnel to all students
who need it. Instructors in the depart-
ment are encouraged to recommend ad-
ditional programmes to be used in the
laboratory either to supplement class-
work, or to help a particular student
overcome a special weakness.

I was very happy to watch firsthand
how the students work in an individua-
lized manner in the laboratory under the
competent supervision of the personnel
in change.

The Intensive English staff are
holders of the MA degree — practically
all of them in the teaching of English as
a foreign language. The staff of the
Special Arabic Programme are all highly
experienced teachers of Arabic as a
foreign language.

We sincerely wish Dr. Nasr and his
staff every success in this new endeavor
and hope that this new Division with its
new programmes will meet the ever
growing need for qualified language
teachers in the Arab World.

Miss Doris Shalaby.



Dr. Clark Bloom, visiting professor
of Business Studies, and chairman of
the Business Studies Division, after his
talks with Mrs. LeilaAbdo, contributed
the following report on his Division.

— The Business Of Life
— The Life In Business
— And The Business Studies division

“The Business Studies Division of
Beirut University College now enrolls
almost 500 students... more than a
third of the College’s enrollment. What
it does... and how well it does it...
therefore necessarily impacts with con-
siderable importance on the College
and on the national, regional, and inter-
national communities it serves. Is this
impact positive? We think so... and this
is a first-hand, though preliminary, re-
port to the Alumni regarding it.

But before we look at the Business
Studies Division itself, let me indicate
an article of our faith. It is ‘“‘the
business of life” that captures our at-
tention as it has always captured the
attention of BUC as a liberal arts
oriented institution. We are committed
to the development of men and women
of moral purpose and aesthetic sensibi-
lity who understand the society they
live in and have the will and the capa-
city to improve it. We are therefore
committed to a curriculum which ex-
poses our students to all areas of the
College and to making each of our own
courses reflective of broader societal
concerns and not simply the learning of
narrow skills.

Indeed, and with respect to the lat-
ter point, there is every reason to see
much of the business curriculum as it-
self powerfully contributing to a liberal
arts understanding and appreciation of
the world. Business as an institution
(whether private or public) and mana-
gement as a function characterize the
modern world.. They must be under-
stood. Courses in the Business Division
stand as opportunities for students in
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other areas to broaden their views and
understandings.

Thus, we see the Business Studies
Division as a part of the fabric of
student life at BUC, both drawing from
and contributing to the larger organiza-
tion of which it is firmly and inevitably
a part.

However, the Business Studies Divi-
sion is also concerned with preparing
students for a “life in business.” Most
of our students will need to find em-
ployment both as a means for con-
tributing to society and drawing an in-
come from it. We are providing an
education to allow the contribution
and thus to merit the income. The
better the education, the larger the con-
tribution and, hopefully, the larger the
income (allowing still larger contribu-
tions to family and the non-profit in-
stitutions of the community).

Some of our students will make
their contributions as managers (at all
levels) in private and governmental
firms, in non-profit units such as hos-
pitals and schools, and in government
itself. To that end, we strive to provide
these managerial skills. Others of our
students will make their contributions
as staff specialists in these units... as
accountants, analysts, planners, com-
puter specialists, and the like. To these
ends, we strive to provide knowledge of
techniques and their uses. In either
case, the education must be attuned to
the time (now) and the places (the
Middle East) in which it will be put
into practice.

To achieve these ends in tolerable
measure is no small task. The Business
Studies Division (under the early and
able direction of Dr. George Nasr) has
made substantial strides in that direc-
tion and we need not be at all defensive
about our work to date. And we have
moved into improved office and class-
room facilities which make our tasks
easier. But much remains to be done.
We need to (among other tasks):

1. Increase the proportion of our
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classes taught by full-time professors
with highest academic and profes-
sional qualifications and wide ex-
perience. To do this, a more stable
political environment would certain-
ly be helpful. However, prospects are
not dismal and we expect to secure
worthwhile additions to our faculty
by next year.

2. Develop and improve our contacts

with the business and management
communities to draw from them
advice and faculty assistance as well
as financial support and opportuni-
ties for our graduates.

3. Rapidly develop library holdings in

our area. Qur program is new and the
number of publications in our library
correspondingly few. This must be
remedied.

4. Careful reviews of our curricula, area

by area. We are seeking financial and
intellectual assistance, local and in-
ternational, to this end. We antici-
pate careful work in the areas of

management and of accounting (in
this respect we are the only institu-
tion providing specialists in English
in the area). We expect this work to
be done in the next few months.

5. Develop better advisory and place-
ment services for our students to al-
low each student to best assess his
own desires and capabilities, to de-
velop a program suited individually
to him, and to assist him to appro-
priate employment.

We expect to achieve our objectives. We
are well on our way to being the largest
educator of people in Business and
Management in English in the area.
That we should achieve our objectives
is therefore of importance far beyond
the walls of the College. Our students’
future is at stake. The country and the
region will feel our success, or our fai-
lure.

And you, as our Alumni, can help.
We solicit your understanding and sup-
port.”

The Registrar’s Report

1. Total enrollment for the 1979 Fall semester is 1425 of which 603 are

males and 822 are females.

2. Out of the total enrollment 845 are in the BA/BS program
241 are in the AA/AAS program
227 are in the Intensive English program
62 are Speical students
50 are in the External Degree program

Total: 1425

3. In the Dual Degree program, there are 145 students. In the Business
Manage ment Studies, there are 308 students.

4. The students come from forty different countries.

WINTER 1980



New Faculty Members

BLOOM, Clark, B.C.S., M.A., Ph.D.
Visiting Professor of Business Studies and Chairman of Business
Studies Division
BUC: 1979
Education: Drake University, University of lowa
Experience: University of lowa, Ford Foundation, University of Arizona

FARHA, Walid, B.A., M.A. in Math, M.A. in Systems Analysis
Instructor in Mathematics and Computer Science
BUC: 1979
Education: AUB: Ottawa University
Experience: AUB, Ottawa University

HYDE-CLARKE, Janet, B.A., M.A.
Asst. Prof. of Communication Arts
BUC: 1979
Education: University of London, University of Sussex
Experience: Centre for Educational Television Overseas, Kenya Institute of
Mass Communication

LOFLAND, Norman, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Visiting Professor of Communication Arts
BUC: 1963-65, 1979
Education: Wichita State University; University of Southern California; Car-
negie-Mellon University
Experience: Bethel College; University of Bridgeport; University of Waterloo;
College of the Desert; Damavand College

MELIOTIS, Du Wayne, B.A. M.A., M.S.
Instructor in Photography and Advertising Art
BUC: 1979
Education: Pennsylvania State University, Temple University
Experience: Butler County Community College, Pennsylvania State University,
Camden County College, Kean College

MORI, Yoko, Diploma, M.B.A.
[nstructor in Secretarial Studies
BUC: 1979
Educ: Rissao Finishing School, Japan; New York University

Membership in the BUC Alumni Association is automatic upon
graduation, and all members have a standing welcome to all activities and
in fact are urged to join in meetings, cultural programs and other projects.

An annual donation of a minimum of L.L. 35 is expected. The fiscal
year begins October 1st and ends September 30th.
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Mrs. Emily Abi Rashed Nasrallah addressing the audience.

FOUNDER'S DAY CELEBRATION

The Alumni Association celebrated
the 55th Founders’ Day on the 21st of
November 1979 in the Gulbenkian
Theatre.

This solemn occasion was to remem-
ber the heroic work of the founders.
Nevertheless, alumni, faculty, staff and
students gathered on that beautiful
sunny day on the College Green, renew-
ed old friendship and enjoyed coffee,
croissants and cakes. At 11:00 a.m.,
while Mrs. Samira Shabb Abu Haidar,
played the prelude, the Gulbenkian
Theatre was filled to capacity, and the
program began with the Lebanese Na-
tional Anthem. Reverend Elsa Farr,
from the National Evangelical Presby-
terian Church of Beirut pronounced the
Invocation. Mrs. Vera Khuri, President
of the Alumni Association, delivered an
introductory word. Dr. Samir Makdisi,
Chairman of the Department of Econo-
mics at the AUB, charged the audience
with the following address:
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“BUC and the Challenges Facing
Lebanon Today
Samir A. Makdisi

On this occasion, the Founders Day
at BUC, 1 should like to address
myself not to the valuable services
which this institution has rendered to
Lebanon and the region. These services
are perhaps well known and in any
event’ others will be in a much better
position to enumerate and assess them.
I am more concerned with the role of
BUC and similar institutions of higher
learning in the face of the challenges
which the Lebanon of today is facing.
In a sense, this is a continuing theme
for the institutions of learning, how to
cope with the demands and challenges
of education in an ever changing
society. But since BUC was founded in
1924 as the Junior College, has Leba-
non faced greater dangers than what it
faces today? Has it faced greater chal-
lenges than what it faces today?
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The response to existing challenges
has obviously to emanate from all exist-
ing educational and other institutions
and organizations. But, if one takes a
longer run view, it would seem that at
this juncture of Lebanon’s history, the
emerging circumstances have thrust
upon institutions of higher learning
such as BUC tasks which, while not
absent in the past, have nonetheless
come to assume much greater impor-
tance than they ever did before.

Let me very briefly outline what, in
my opinion, some of these tasks are.
But to do so I should first define the
challenge which 1is facing Lebanon
today as it relates to institutes of higher
learning. Simply put, the challenge is
how to help evolve an intellectual vi-
sion which will guide the transforma-
tion of Lebanon from its present status
of fragmentation-intellectually and
socially — into a cohesive and modern
state, intellectually vigorous and social-
ly and culturally advanced. A socially
and culturally advanced Lebanese
society implies, in my view, a society
with at least the following three attri-
butes: Firstly, a democratic society
where freedom of thought, freedom of
research and freedom of intellectual ex-
change are sacrosanct, and thereby a
society which is able to grow in-
tellectually and make its contribution
in the wvarious fields of learning.
Secondly, a society which is efficiently
run at the levels of the public and pri-
vate sectors; in the Lebanese context, it
is essentially in the public sector where
the issue lies. And thirdly, a society
which is able to cope with the issues
pertaining to the quality of life. One of
the major failures of Lebanon’s de-
velopment has precisely been the
neglect of social issues which are of
concern to the average citizen.

In all three areas which I have just
mentioned, BUC and other institutions
of higher learning have a vital role to
play and a vital challenge to face. Let
me elaborate.

Efficiency and organization of the
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public sector are issues which are learn-
ed before they are practiced: they are
studied in institutes of higher learning
along with the efficient management of
a society’s resources. They are further-
more issues which universities and
other institutions are expected to
examine and research and finally con-
tribute to society the product of their
research. An inefficiently organized
society is a wastefull society and one
that does not place proper value on its
available resources and on the meaning
of progress. How long should Lebanon
suffer from this particular inadequacy
and how can our institutions of higher
learning contribute effectively to the
solution of the problem at hand?

The quality of life is a concept
which is perhaps more difficult to de-
fine than efficiency and organization.
Social issues such as equality of opport-
unities, equitable distribution of in-
come, the quality of environment in
which we live as well as other aspects of
the quality of life are not easily trac-
table. But in modern times they are
extremely important issues and there is
no escape from coping with them.
Nonetheless, since its independence,
Lebanon has failed to tackle them at
the level which they deserve. I do not
wish to imply that no progress has been
made in this area, but that the gap
between what should have been accom-
plished and what was actually accom-
plished remained and remains extreme-
ly wide.

Many reasons may be advanced as to
why Lebanon failed to cope adequately
with these issues. There is no time to
discuss them here. But what I would
like to emphasize is what I preceive to
be the relation of these problems to the
institute of higher learning. To my
mind they take three forms: the first is
that by their very nature these institu-
tions are abodes of the awareness con-
cerning social issues. This is where
students come forcefully in contact
with the academic side of social pro-
blems. Secondaly, institutions of higher
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learning, as centers of research and
examination of social issues, are capa-
ble of generation new ideas to help
cope with the country’s social develop-
ment along what are deemed to be de-
sirable lines, Thirdly, such institutions
often provide the practical solutions to
the betterment of the quality of life.

I cannot assess what contribution
BUC and other institutions of higher
learning have made in the past in this
area. But again I can underline the fact
that the quality of Lebanon’s develop-
ment — its social content — has been
terribly inadequate as judged in the
light of what is expected of modern
societies. Our institutions of higher
learning and education face the chal-
lenge not only of the intellectual con-
tribution to the betterment of the
quality of life but also of graduating
students who are not simply learned in
the arts of making a living but are also
conscious of the social and cultural
aspects of the society in which they
live.

Perhpas of the three areas which I
mentioned and where Lebanon is today
facing its great challenges, that of the
stimulation of the intellect and of intel-
lectual ideas, of stimulating an intel-
lectual environment is the greatest chal-
lenge. One often hears of the mercan-
tile attitudes which has prevailed and
prevails in Lebanon, and while one can
not deny their existence, it is also true
that Lebanon has also known a rising
wave of intellectual endeavours stimu-
lated in part by its existing institutions
of learning as well as by the freedom it
has been generally accorded. But this
wave has also been lacking and in the
past few years it has been facing
mounting difficulties. Now more than
ever before, it should be developed and
sustained. Now in the after-math of the
events of the past few years, the Leba-
nese are called upon to reflect and
assess rationally the causes of destruc-
tion, and fragmentation. They are call-
ed upon to evolve new systems of
thought which would guide the future
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development of every aspect of their
lives. The challenge we face is especially
crucial: we are at the cross roads of
many influences. How do we assimilate
these influences without losing sight of
our own heritage? How do we build
our indigenous stock of ideas while in-
teracting actively with the outside
world?

If I referred earlier to a democratic
society it is because I regard intellectual
vigour as the greatest challenge facing
Lebanon today and in ‘the future.
Democratic institutions would permit
us to develop the necessary intellectual
vigour, and it is only through such pro-
cesses that the Lebanese society we
aspire to can be built. The BUC and
other institutions of higher learning are
or, should be, at the core of this pro-
cess and it is here that they face their
greatest present and future challenge.”

Mrs. Vera Khuri, president of the Alumnt
Association, delivering an introductory
word.
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Everybody enjoyed Mrs. Samia
Sandri’s singing. Samia is an alumna of
the college and a well known Opera
singer. She was accompanied on the
piano by Mrs. Abu Haidar.

It is interesting to note that Mrs.
Sandri and Mrs. Abu Haidar were class-
mates and good friends at the College.
After their graduation they worked to-
gether preparing musical programs for
the radio and the television.

Mrs. Emily Abi Rashed Nasrallah, a
BUC alumna, a prominent writer and a
sagacious speaker, delivered the follow-
ing speech in Arabic.
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It has been a tradition to have a
student share in this occasion and this
year, Miss Rana Salfiti joined by play-
ing the piano.

The last item on the program was
the honoring of the deserving students
with the distribution of the Awards.
Before naming the students Mrs. Khuri
was very pleased to announce that the
percentage of the donations given from
the Arab World went up from 20% in
1970 to 60% in 1978-79. This is of
course an indication of the College’s
growing esteem in the Arab World.

DISTRIBUTION OF AWARDS

The Awards were presented to the fol-
lowing students:

The Alumni Award to Randa Rawda
El-Balah and to Ahmad Jabir.

The Alumni Stoltzfus Award to Nazely
Keljian

The Olga Shammas Award to Samia
Chreim and to Colette Abdul-Karim

The Sheikh Zayed Award to Bahija Eid
and to Nada AKl. .

The Salwa Nassar Award for Education
to Donna Abu Nasr

The Salwa Nassar Award for Sciences
to Hasna Itani and Nada Khater.

The Lily Hawi Sawaya Memorial Fund
to Salam Koussa.

The Haseeb Mroueh Eagles Foundation
Award to Suhayl Kronfol.

Lula M. Johnson Award to Nada

Karam.

The Cora Diven Award to Hania Baba.
The Scholarship Cup given to the

student with the highest average was
granted this year to Hafsa Shaar.

All Alumni left the Campus reluc-
tantly hoping to meet again in coming
events.

LEILA DAGHER
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Members of the Social Committee.

Card Party

The Alumni Association’s first social
activity this year was a card party held
at the AUB Alumni Club on December
4, from 3-7 p.m. Twenty tables were
set for the enjoyment of the partici-
pants who created a joyous atmos-
phere. Coffee and cookies were served
and four door prizes were awarded. The
always active members of the Social
Committee circulated among the guests
to ensure that all was well with every-
one.

The proceeds of the card party,
nearly  three thousand Lebanese
pounds, are a welcome addition to the
Association’s budget.

L S

Mrs. Vera Khuri in the States

During her travel in the United
States this summer, Mrs. Vera Khuri,
President of the Alumni Association,
met with a number of BUC graduates
who were gathered at the apartment of
Dean Orme, whose interest in BUC &
everything connected with it, remains a
continuous source of pleasure to all
those who are fortunate enough to
know her.

Following is the letter that Mrs.
Vera Khuri wrote:
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“It was a great pleasure for me to
meet a group of BUC Alumnae in New
York last September. Dean Orme kind-
ly invited Dr. Badre, Mrs. Badre and
myself to tea at her apartment in River
side Drive where a good number of
graduates were gathered, all anxious to
hear news of their Alma Mater. Those
present were: Annie Khachadourian,
Gail Morland, Pergeouhie Nazarian
Svajian, Alberta Magzanian, Madeleine
Keosheyan, Nasrine Adibe a professor at
the Graduate School of Education,
Long Island University; Sara Andreas-
sian, Samia Hamady, Nabiha Habbab
Ghandour, who is at the Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, preparing
the dissertation for her Ph D in Indus-
trial Technology.

Dr. Badre gave a short informal re-
port about the status of the College and

the different problems which the
administration is facing. The Alumnae,
then, expressed their appreciation and
deep gratitude to the president, faculty,
staff and to the graduates in Lebanon,
who during the tragic events and under
very difficult conditions, worked hard
for the physical and financial support
of the College.

Dean Orme who has just turned
eighty, and whom we all love and
cherish is still as smart, as elegant and as
active as ever. She still remembers
many of the College mates and teachers
and keeps hersell busy making contacts
with alumnae abroad, thus being a good
link between the alumnae and their
Alma Mater.

She sends greatings and good wishes
to all the BUC Family of whom she says
“I have very fond memories,”

i

i gt ] ..

The latest work of well-known Lebanese artist and BUC graduate (AA’53)
Naziha Hamza Knio was displayed during a one-man exhibition at the Iraqi
Cultural Centre, 10-17 December. Prime Minister Selim Hoss and other present
and former government officials, members of the diplomatic corps and other
dignitaries were among those attending the opening. Sixteen watercolors and a
number of oils were sold during the course of the exhibition.

WINTER 1980
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Dr. JAMAL HARFOUCHE NAMED PROFESSOR EMERITUS

Dr. Jamal Harfouche, named Profes-
sor Emeritus by AUB Board of Trus-
tees. The distinguished career of
Dr. Jamal Harfouche in pediatrics and
health services started when she dared
become a doctor at the time when
women were having a hard time going
to high school.

The young Jamal, who came from a
family of seven children, five of whom
were boys, started her higher education
at BUC, then known as the Junior Col-
lege, at a time wheh a woman’s desire
for higher education was questioned.
Her family’s willingness to help her get
her education when they had five boys,
was also understandable.

After completing her sophomore
year she moved to AUB and got her
medical degree in 1941. Dr. Harfouche
continued her studies at Harvard where
she specialized in pediatrices. She
returned to Lebanon in 1959 to open
her clinic in Hamra, and to start part-
time work at the American University
Hospital.

Twelve years later she went back to
Harvard and worked towards a Ph D in
public health. The National Institute of
Health gave her a 73,000 dollar grant in
1965 and she returned to Lebanon to
spend it on research.

She joined the AUB school of Public
Health, had to close her clinic when she
became the chairman of the Depart-
ment of Community Health Practice.

Dr. Harfouche is also a member of
the World Health Organization advisory
panel on maternal and child health. In
recognition of her services, she has re-
ceived the following honors:

— The Golden Merit Award of the
Cedars (1957)

— Diploma de Miembra Honoraria
Extranjero de la Sociedad Argentina de
Pediatra (1975).

Now, to crown her distinguished
career, the board of trustees of AUB
has approved her appointment as Pro-
fessor Emeritus.

Our heartfelt congratulations to Pro-
fessor Emeritus Harfouche.

Correction:

It was erroneously mentioned that Mrs. Janet Hitti had received the OBE

instead of the MBE.

Condolence

D.C.

Alumnae and faculty who knew her will be saddened to hear of the death of
Mrs. Grace Loucks Elliott this past August at a retirement home near Washington,

She had been fairly well and active, and had maintained a keen interest in all
news of BUC until her death at 88 of heart failure.

Her career as educator, author and community leader was quite distinguished.
From 1940 to 1956, she was President and then Executive Secretary of the
Nationl YWCA. She was visiting professor at Wells College (Auburn, N.Y.) and at
the University of California in Berkeley. She also taught at Lenior Theological
Seminary where her husband had been professor for many years.

As acting President of BCW in 1958-59 she was loved, respected, and admired
by all who had the good fortune to know her. Dr. Orme wrote to tell us that at
the beautiful memorial service at Riverside Church, of which she had been a
member for many years, there were tributes from those who had worked with her
in the YWCA at Lenior Seminary, and in the community. Her daughter Jean, her
two sons Donald and David, and her seventeen-year-old grandson Steven also took
part in the service.

We extend our sympathies to her family and to her brother Dr. Emerson
Loucks, who was professor of history at BCW in 1963-64.
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at the Villa of Mrs. Suad Al-Juffali, president of the Jeddah Chapter and member
of the Board of Overseers. Those attending included: Miss Rida Adra, Mrs. Suad
Al-Juffali, Mrs. Lina (Husseini) Halaby, Miss Suad Bin Afif, Mrs. Wafa (Khannak)
Rabia, Dr. Marie Sabri, Mrs. Siham (Esper) Harithy, Mrs. Shahira Abu Hijleh, Mrs.
Zein (Ahdab) Tabbara, Mrs. Balkis Dabbagh, Mrs. Huda (Malas) Jabban, Mrs. Zein
(Taher) Husseini.

Former Staff

Meghdessian, Samira Rafidi’ who
was Head Librarian at BUC between
1969-1978, is temporarily living in
Beirut.

Samira gave birth to her 2nd child,
Alex on December 5. Her first child,
Mira-Yasmine, is three years old.

Samira and her children will soon
leave Beirut to join her husband in
Kabul, Afghanistan where he is working
as an advisor for the International
Trade Center of the U.N.

Married

Siham Ahmed Isber, BA’74, was marri-
ed to Muaffak Al-Harithy in Paris. on
August 31, 1978. Siham was a very
popular and attractive news broadcaster
on the Lebanese TV. Her new address:
P.O.Box 6249

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
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Dear Editor:

I just received the Spring issue of
Beirut University College’s Alumni Bul-
letin. As a former Home Economics
Faculty member (1962-68), I was pleas-
ed to find news about former students:

Mariam Al-Doy, two of whose ori-
ginal paintings hang on my dining room
wall. Congratulations on the important
position she holds ‘as a Home Econo-
mist in Bahrain.

Wijdan Shami, who spent her first
Christmas holiday (on returning to the
States in 1968) with my Montana
family while attending Eastern Wash-
ington State College and whose gradua-
tion I attended when she and her hus-
band received their PhD’s at Idaho.
She, too, is an important Home Econo-
mist for UNESCO in Qatar.

Bahia Jam’a, who was an outstand-
ing student in the Home Economics
Child Development program. How can 1
get a copy of her new book?

For the past two years, Lena Zeine
has been a University of Montana col-
league. We miss her this fall and wish
her well at the University of Kansas
School of Medicine where she purues a
Ph.D.

1 would be most interested in know-
ing where other Home Economics
majors of the 60’s are located. Many
thanks for sending the Alumni Bulletin.

Sincerely,
Sara Steensland, Chairperson
Department of Home Economics

Dr. Marie Sabri in Nocosia, Cyprus,
at the Villa of Mrs. Anahid Zartarian.
On the left of the picture is Mr. Zartar
ian and Anahid. On the right is Mrs.
Vart Mahdessian , president of the
Nicosia Chapter, and Mr. Mahdessian.

Message from Dr. Rhoda Orme

You probably heard about the tea
I had for the Badres and Vera Khuri.
It was great to see them, but I was
disappointed that not all the alu-
mnae who said they’d come , did so.
It is a chore to get in touch with
those in the New York area because
addresses and telephone numbers
change. But of course the few really
loyal ones like Pergrouhie, Alberta
Magzanean and Nisrine Adibe were
there.

I am glad the College is doing so
well. I hope you (Dr. Sabri) won’t have
problems when you travel to the
Persian Gulf area because of the anti-
Western mood.

I always pray for peace in Lebanon,
but 1 fear there won’t be till the Pales-
tinian problem is solved. Of course I'm
as busy as ever, if not more so, but [
won’t bore you with the details of all
I’'m doing.

I see Helen Cassile who works for
Americans for Middle East Understand-
ing. I saw Suad Kesler at the Per-
grouhies in September. Mona Habib
and Vergine Barsoumian spent a night
here this summer.

Dr. Yvone Yazbeck Haddad teaches
at Colgate University. When she was in
New York attending a conference, I
went down to hear her report, ‘“Re-
search on Adam and Eve in the Koran.”
Her field is Islamic Studies. N

May you have a happy and a successfull

1980. With love,
Rhoda
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Alumni “Vews

FROM THE 50s

Ali Ahmad, Lamia Sabbah,
BA’59, Ejje, Shafica Tami-
mi, ex 57, Fawaz, Nuha
Hanna, AA’56; and Freije,
Joyce Badran BA’56; all
meet at the French Cultu-
ral Center three times a
week where they are en-
thusiastic students of the
French Language. Keep up
the good work!

Haddad, Sylvia Damiani,
BA’59, is taking a few
post-graduate courses at
AUB this year.

Hamza, Siliam Asrawi,
BA’58. Siham is back from
Turkey. She has two child-
ren: Samar, who 1is a
student here at BUC, and
Marwan, a student at IC.
Her husband, Hussam, will
be back from Turkey
soon.

Khouri, Lily Abu Nassar,
BA’57, Lily who has been
living in London for the
past five years, was elected
the president of a newly
formed chapter for BUC
alumni in the United King-
dom. Sakina  Yashruti
Ghandour, BA’55, was
elected Treasurer; Zaheera
Seawwaf Ghandour, BA'64,
was elected Secretary;
Latifa Costa and Maha
Shakarji  were  elected
active members. There are
around thirty alumni resid-
ing now in the United
Kingdom and they are
planning numerous fund
raising activities.
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Maksad, Noha Salman,
BA’55, has four children,
two boys and two girls.
Rana, 18, is majoring in
Public Health. Nizar is 16
and has just received a
scholarship  because his
name had appeared in the
Who’s Who which com-
prises the top five percent
of students in the States.

Noha is busy designing
jewelrey. She is also a
member of the interna-

tional institute which is
now preparing for the
Near East fair, to intro-

duce Lebanese food to
New England people. Her
address is:

2493 Pawtucket Ave.

East Providence

Rhode Island — 02914

Racy, Aida Abu Arraj,
BA’59, is a busy mother of
four; Rima, 15; Omar, 13;
Zahia, 10; and Fadi, 21/2
years old.

Saab, Ni'mat Ghandour,
AA’55, has returned from
the USA. She is working in
the Jafet Library Catalogu-
ing Department. She has
master’s in librarianship
and is presently working
on her Phd dissertation on
speech Communication.
Nimat has two sons study-
ing in the USA; Hassane is
studying chemical engine-
ering and Marwan is a first
vear medical student. Her
husband, Dr. Hassan Saab
is Dean of Communication
at  the Lebanese Uni-
versity.

C,Brieg-o

Sabra, Leila Al Khalil,
BA’59, is helping out part-
time at the Pretty Shoes
store in Ras Beirut.

Shanley, Anita Damiani,
AA’52, is the proud
mother of Alison Cathe-
reine, born Oct. 3, 1979.
The Shanley’s are now liv-
ing in London.

Wehbe, Rita Fawaz, ex’'56,
wife of Mounir Wehbé and
the mother of three child-
ren, Omar, Walid and
Mona, is now living in
London with the family.

Zartarian, Anahid Naha-
bedian, BA’56. Anahid’s
eldest son has just left for
Manchester to start his
second year at Manchester
University. Her  other
children, Garo and Lena,
are still in school in Cyp-
rus. In this picture, Mr.
and Mrs. Zartarian are to
the right of Dr. Mary
Sabri. And to her left are
Vart Mahdessian, President
of the Nicosia Chapter,
and her husband.

FROM THE 60s

Barakat, Mona, BA'68.
Mona who has come from
the States with an MS in
Library and Information
Science from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Cham-
paign-Urbana, is now As-
sistant Librarian at BUC,

Hamza, Maha, AAN69, who
has an MA in Philosophy
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from AUB and who work-
ed at the AUB library for
some time, is now living in

London and works as a
translator.

Her office telephone
number in London is
388-1848/49.

Salha, Bushra Rasamni,

BA’68, is now living with
her husband and children
in London.

Address: Flat 32
Kensington House North
Princes Gate

London S.W. 7

Sanbar,
BA’65,

Hayat  Dabar,
is now settled in
London. She has four
children:  Sami, Maya,
Diala and Karim.

Shehadeh, Maha Itayim,
BA’66. The Shehadehs are
now living in Manila where
Mr. Shehadeh is the Direc-
tor General of ICLARM
(International Center for
Living Organic Resources
Management).

Address: P.OBox 1501 MCC
Makati, Metro Manila
Philippines.

FROM THE 70s

Aposhian, Sossy, BA'72,
Sossy had a successful
painting exhibition at the
L’Amateur Gallery No-
vember 23-30.

Avromides, Mona Tabit,
BA’70, Mona had a daugh-
ter, Amal, on October 17.
Her first daughter, Nicole,
is now two years old and

the whole family lives in
London.

Ashkar, Salma Bisharat,
ex’70, Salma had a boy,
George, last January. Her
other oldest daughter,
Hala, is 7 and Tania is six
years old. Salma’s mother,
Najla, is also a BUC dis-
tinguished alumna of the
40s and a good friend of
the College. She always
contributes generously to
the Development Fund.
Her sister Camelia is also
one of our alumnae living
in Amman.

Costa, Latifa Abdel Salam,
BA'73, Latifa and her
three daughters are living
in London.

Daoud, Nadia, BA'70, is
teaching at the National
Protestant College.

Kawash, Nawal, BS'79, is
continuing her education
in the States. She has been
promised the job of
graduate assistant starting
with the winter quarter.
Address: Shively Hall B
P.O.Box 49

Muncie, Indiana 47306
U.S.A.

Kotob, Samira, BA’77.
Since her graduation she
has been working as a
social worker at the
American University Hos-
pital. She would like to be
contacted by her friends at
AUH 340740 Ext.8759.

Khouri, Mona, BA’70. The

ever active Mona who
owns ““Nina Sport™ is now
taking painting lessons.

Nassar,  Hilda, BA’7(),
came back from London
where she was studying
Library  Science.  She
specialized in  Medical
Librarianship. She can
now be contacted at the
AUB Medical Library.

Shalaby, Doris, BA’74,
specialized in  English
Literature and Education.
She moved on to AUB and
got her MA degree in En-
glish Literature in 1978.
She is now teaching En-
glish at BUC.

Shalaby, Fouad, B.Sc’717.
Fouad graduated from
BUC with distinction, and
attended the Imperial Col-
lege of Science and
Technology University of
London, where he worked
for an M.Sc. in Computer
Science. He is presently
working at the AUB Com-
puter Center and teaching
in the Extension Program

at AUB.

Tali, Lina Younis, ex'72,
daughter of  another
alumna, Aida Younis, had
a painting exhibition at
the Royal Garden Hotel.
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