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ft is a great pleasure to welcome the 87 new graduates into the 
ranks of our Alumni Association. I wish you every success and 
happiness in your future careers. I do not doubt for a minute 
that you will join the body of the BUC A lumni who _are pro­
minent as, educators, researchers,social workers and artists, who 
have led and served throughout the Middle -East. 

May I draw the attention o f our A lumni and friends to the 
uniqueness of the 1979 graduates. They are the ones who have 
worked at BUC through troubled times, "the product" of the 
war time. They are the ones who have studied by the candle 
light, with no water, in the shelters, under the shells and explo­
sions and with all the hardships and fears, we have all passed 
through in our beloved Lebanon. The ir perseverance, strong 
will power, confidence and dedication are doubly appreciated. 

At the same time, I would like to add a word of thanks to the 
BUC administration, faculty and personnel, without whose sacri­
fice, courage and faith, we could not have witnessed the magni­
ficent commencement exercises ceremony this year. 

Once again, welcome to the ranks of BUC Alumni and we 
hope for your continuing support of your Alma Mater. 

Gladys Salibi Boecker 
Editor-In-Chief 
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BUC HOLDS 54 TH COMMENCEMENT 

As I reached the College Green, t he 
sun was setting on a long forgotten 
scene, the Annual Collge Commen­
cement. I must admit my eyes filled 
with tears and my heart with joy, as I 
saw a number of young men and wo­
men , dressed in navy blue and white, 
bustling up and down t he st airs to us­
her people to their seats. Gradually, the 
happy talk and laughter stopped to give 
way to the march from Verdi 's "Aida" 
that announced t he beginning of t he 
Commencement exercises. 

Graduation Exercises in Open Air. 

The parade opened with six young 
girls, all dressed in white, carrying the 
traditional ivy chain. The graduating 

4 

By Haury Zauzauadjian 

classes, headed by their respective Mars­
hals, marched to their seats, followed 
by the members .of the facul ty, the 
dean and the President of the College, 
dressed in their colorful gowns. The 
ceremony started wit h t he National 
Anthem and the invocation given by 
Rev. Benjamin Weir, Commissio n Re­
presentative in Lebanon and Syria for 
the United Presbyterian Church. 

President Badre welcomed the au­
dience with these touching words spo­
ken in Arnbic : "After five years of abs­
tention ; we return today to our former 
traditidn of holding t he graduation 
exercises in t he open air o n the College 
Green rather than in indoor rooms of 
limited capacity. We trust that this re­
turn to an old practice is symbolic of 
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an increasing public confidence that life 
is returning to a normal pattern in this 
Jong-torn country". After congratu­
lating the graduates and wishing t hem a 
bright and fruitfu l future, Dr. Badre 
introduced the main speaker, Dr. Naur 
Salman, an eminent second-generation 
BUC graduate, who received her docto­
rate degree from the University of 
I,,yons in France, in Arabic Literature. 
Dr. Salman is a specialist in contem­
porary Alge1ian Literature and · is pre­
sently a professor of Arabic Literature 
at the Lebanese University. She is a 
well-known writer who has contributed 
highly in the fie lds of education and 
social welfare in Lebanon . Speaking m 
Arabic, Dr. Salman gave a message of 
inspiration and hope set against t he 
backdrop of Lebanon's recent history 
of destruction and turmoil. 

Since a n English translation cannot 
accurate ly reproduce Dr. Salman's elo­
quence, t he Arabic text of her address 
follows on page 7. 

Eva Fuad Badre 
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Degrees Conferred 

Then came the t ime to confer t he 
diplomas. One could im agine the poun­
ding hearts and the soft and happy 
whispers as Dr. Nassar took the stand 
to present t he graduates to the Presi­
dent. As Mrs. J abara called out the 
names, each studen t wal ked to t he plat­
form to receive his long sought diplo­
ma. One stood out above all others: t he 
name of Eva Fuad Badre, who was t he 
only student to graduate with high dis­
tinction. However, I should not neglect 
to say that of the 87 graduates, 16 
completed the requiremenets with 
honors or distinction. 

Charge to Graduates 

President Badre gave the following 
charge to the graduating classes of 
1978-79. 

" This is a great moment in your 
lives. A moment for which you have 
labored hard and waited lo ng; a mo­
ment in which you finally reap the har­
vest of what you had so carefully a nd 
painstakingly sown. Because it is a m o­
ment which symbolizes achievement 
and success, it ought to call, in addition 
to joy and cele brat ion, for some sobrie­
ty and some reflection upon the future. 

The 19th centu1y French novelist, 
Gustave Flaubert said , 'The most glo­
tious moments in your life are not the 
so-called days of success but rather tho­
se days when you feel rise in you a 
c hallenge to life and the promise of 
future accomplishment' . 

This is precisely the moment for you 
to spift your gaze to t he promise of 
future accomplishments . It is our 
ardent hope a nd sincere trust that the 
College has somehow succeeded during 
your short stay here in helping you 
equip yourselves with t he tools that 
enhance your deftn ess in t he process of 
carving your fu tu re accomplishments. 
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President Badre addresses the graduates 

It is our hope that your ex perience 
here had not provided you merely with 
ready made solu tions to existing prob­
lems, but had rather instilled in you the 
ability to seek an d find new solutions 
for ever-changing pro blems. It is our 
hope t hat you have not merely learned 
standard measurements for existing 
phenomena, but rat her develop t he ca­
pacity to generate new measurements 
for ever-changing dimensions. Indeed, 
the hallmark of liberal education, such 
as is sought by this College, is precisely 
the development of the ability to cope 
with change. 

In his peculiar satir ical sty le George 
Bernard Shaw expressed this require­
ment as fo llows: 'The only man ' he 
said, 'who behaves sensibly is my tailor; 
he takes my measure anew every time 
he sees me, whilst all the rest go on 
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with t heir old measurements, and ex­
pect them to fit me' . 

As you leave the College today , to 
take your rightful! places in your res­
pective communities, you will undoub­
tedly face continuous change. The 
magnitude and value of your future ac­
complishments will depend greatly on 
how well you are able to gauge t he 
change in your community and deal 
with it. We feel confident that you will 
rise to the occasion and meet your chal­
lenges with competence. We wish you 
continued success in your future ca­
reers, and may God bless you." 

As a pledge to the College, the au­
dience joined in singing the beloved 
Alma Mater: This tune which was and 
will still be in our hearts forever and 
wherever we go. 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ELECTS NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

Around a hundred alumni gathered 
at the Gulbenkian theatre o n J une 21, 
1979 for the annua l genera l meeting of 
the BUC Alumni Association. As al­
ways, thC' atmosphere was happy and 
cheerful as reunions on t he cam pus of 
our Alma Mater are always special. 

Mrs. Vera Khu1i , President, called 
the meeting to orde r and welcomed 
everybody. ThC' minu tes of last year's 
meeting were read by Mrs. lhsan Tu­
kan, Secretary, and approved. Mrs. 
Khuri thm read the a rticle in the cons­
titution rC'garding the elections and 
explained about the ballots to be distri­
buted by members o f the nominations' 
committee' and asked for a volunteer 
from the floor to help the committee 
count th e ballots; Miss I man Khalife, 
BA '78, vo lun lC'ered . The nominees 
were thC'n introduced to t he audience'. 

While the ballots were being coun ted 
the meeting proceeded with the re ports 
of the committees. 

Committee Reports 

Mrs. Nabila Firzli, Chairman, gave 
the Social Committee's report: 

" I am very happy to announce to 
you that inspite of the uncertain secu­
rity situatio n in Lebanon our social ac­
tivities have been successful. The Social 
Co mmittee was always faced wit h the 
big question , to plan or not to plan 
activities and, having planned , to go 
ahead and work and achieve, o r to for­
get about them for this year. [twas not 
at all easy to make the decision. The 
answer came from o ur wise and active 
resident, Mrs. Khu1i and o ur dynamic 
and willing members of the Board. The 
Committee then, full o f optimism star­
ted the struggle . 
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Our first activity was a card party 
held at the Alum ni Club on ov. 20, 
1978. The net profit was 2000 LL. 
We had another card party on Marc h 
7, 1979, with a net profit of 2300 LL. 

The main social event which most of 
you know about, was the Gala Dinner 
held at the Summerland on May 26, 
1979. I must admit again t hat up to the 
last day we were not sure that we could 
make it. The event was a great success 
and our net profit was 21 ,560 LL." 
Mrs. Firzli ended her report with spe­
cial thanks to the Social Committee, to 
Alumni and friends for their help and 
support. 

Mrs. Saniya Nahas, Chairman o f the 
Development Committee, then gave her 
report: 

"The Development Committee has a 
vital role in fund raising to help main­
tai n the noble purpose of o ur Associa­
tion. The function of t his committee is 
t he promotion o f mell'bership from 
alumni. 

Due to t he situation, many addresses 
were changed and only 2185 correct 
ones are available in Lebanon. Inspite 
of this and with the great effort o f 25 
class representatives from the years 
1926-78 a great number of alumni were 
contacted. This proves the good will 
and interest o f our Alumni in sup­
porting the Alma Mater. 

Our goal for this year is 100,000 LL. 
I proudly announce to you that our. 
accounts on May 31, 1979 show that 
we have collected 101 ,693.07 LL detai­
led as follows: 

20,596 LL from Individual Alumni 
in Lebanon. 

ALUMNI BULLETIN 

-

61,934.57 LL fro m Individual 
Alumni in the Arab count ries and 
abroad. 

19,162.50 LL from the three Chap­
ters o f Alumni in Kuwait, J ordan and 
Lebanon. 

With relative stabili ty returning to 
Lebanon, it is high ti me we urge and 
mobilize alumni for more cooperation . 
If we can contact 2/3 o f the alum ni, 
whose addresses are available , 30,000 
LL can be added to our target. The 
Development Committee needs more 
volunteers to promote membershi p and 
update addresses." 

Mrs. Nahas concluded by thanking 
all volunteers class representatives and 
alumni whose cooperation made the 
committee's work such a success. 

The Publications' Committee report 
was given by Mrs. Wafa Khallouf, Chair­
man. 

" The Alumni Bulletin is a main link 
between our Alma Mater and us, the 
alumni. In it, the Committee tries to 
bring news o f what is going on at the 
College both academically and socially 
as well as news of alumni, their careers, 
achievements and social news. We also 
include an article or more on a subject 
of current awareness and interest. We 
are currently working on the Summer 
Bulletin having completed the Winter 
and Spting Issues. We a lways welcome 
suggestio ns and subject matter, as t his 
is your bulletin. T•:> make sure you re­
ceive your issues please inform the 
Alumni Office of any change in your 
addresses. 

It is very rewarding and yet hard to 
work on the Bulletin - and here I must 
thank our president, and committee 
members for their dedication and res­
ponsibility that makes our Bulletin pos­
sible." 

Mrs. aziha Knio, representative of 
the Board on the BUC Financial Aid 
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Committee thf'n gave her r!'port. 

"Through the y<'ars, thr grratest 
part o f our activity as an Alumni Asso­
ciation has gonr towards raising mon C'y 
for scholarsh ips that go to sludPnts o r 
a ll backgrounds lo meet College tuition 
feC'S. 

Tlw Financial Aid Comm iil<'<' mP<'ls 
several ti mes a yPar to f'va lual<• app li­
cations for Aid given in thr follo wing 
fo rms: 

1 - Grants: Givrn from gov('rnmrnt 
and private gifts sprc ified f'or this pur­
posP. 

2 - Loans: Given to full -time• stu­
dents with the exprctation of thri r 
bei ng repaid when the studen t obtains 
the monf'y. 

3 - Honor Scholarship:Twrlv<' full­
tuitio n grants arf' givpn Pach yrar to 
three high ran king stud<>nls in <'.tc-h 
class. Qf these twe lve. t wo an• off'N<·d 
by the Alumni Association: llw 
"Stoltzfus Award" . given this ypar to 
Samia Shrayyim, a Sopho more• majo­
ring in Business Managrnwnt, and t lw 
" Alumni Associatio n A ward" givc•n to 
Kifah Jaroudi, a Ju nio r majoring in 
Computer Science. Bo th recipiPnts an• 
maintain ing t heir high scholastic sta n­
ding. 

4 - Work-Study Grants: This pro­
gram provides an opportunity for stu ­
dents to earn part of their tuition 
through work assignmPnLs al lhP CollP­
ge. By the end o f April 1979, 204 stu ­
dents benefited.from this program. Th is 
form of help has the add<'d hPtwfiL of 
deve loping work skills, rrsponsibility 
and a sense of achi,)V<'m!'nt. 

As you a ll know, hardships in this 
country are inc reasing and w<• ar<' <'X­
pecting more applicatio ns for financ ial 
aid in the coming year. I ho pl' t his will 
be an impetus for a ll alum ni to double 
their dforts Lo meet the chall pngc•." 
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The treasurer, Mrs. Sylvia Haddad 
then gave the financial report and Ge­
neral Statement of Account. She remin­
ded us that some of the Association 's 

big expenses, such as the p1inting a nd 
mailing o [ invitations, announcements 
and t he Bulletin are paid by BUC. 

I. Cw-re111 Accowll 

!11co111e 

GENERAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 
May I , 1978 - June2 1. 1979 

Transfer fro m BUC Develop:nent Fund 
Transfe r from BUC Alumni Current 

Fund to Student Aid Program 
Aid Program 

Two Bridge Parties 
c t Income from Summerlancl Dinner 

To tal 

Expe11ses 
Overspent mo ney from last year 
Bank charge for being in th e reel 
Contracted services fo r eJiting th e Alumni Bulle tins 
Typing service fo r the Spring '79 issue 
T wo full scho larships fo r 1978-79 
Scho lraships for 1979-80 
Transfe r to the Alumni Savings Account 

Tota l 

Balance on Hand: LL 4.653. 70 

II. Sa11i11gs Accou111 

Balance of May 25. 1978 
Interest June 1978 
Interest December 1978 
Deposit June 1979 

Total 

LL 3,000.-

9.000.-
4.330.-

2 1,560.-

LL 37,890 .-

159.30 
5.-

1,500.-
72.-

9 ,000.-
I 7,500.-
5,000.-

LL 33 .236.30 

LL 2 1,645.84 
403.27 
359.43 

5.000.-

LL 27.408 .54 
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With the reports completed, Mrs. 
Khuri delighted us all by announcing 
that Mrs. J eanette Hitti, previous Alum­
ni Association President, was awarded 
the order of the British Empire by the 
British Government; th e ensuing ap­
plause was very enthusiastic. Mrs. Khuri 
invited the members for refreshments 
on the Green where the resu lts of the 
elections were announced . 

New Board members 

Mrs. Amira Yun is Yunis, Treasurer, 
AA '56, wife of the late Mr. Halim Yu­
nis, has two daughters 11 and 9. Amira 
has been an active member of t he Dru­
ze Orphanage Commit tee since l 963. 
This last semester, she was deputized to 
replace Mrs. Juhaina Rasamny on the 
Board. 

Mrs. Ruth Shiber Adra, AA'55, is mar­
ried to Mr. Faruk Adra and returned to 
the C,,ilege after her marriage to get he r 
BA with Distinction in 1968. Ruth 
worked with Lorillard Crop. from 
1970-75 and since 1976 has been wor­
king with Dar-AI-Handassa Consultants. 
T he Adras have three children. 

Mrs. L eila Salibi Dagher, BA '60, served 
on the Alumni Board 1969-72. She is 
presently t he Principal of the National 
Protestant College and serves on the 
Board o( the Schnell er Orphanage and 
School at Khirbit Kanafar. Leila has 
two children, Nicola, 14, and Ruwayda, 
12. 

Mrs. Wade 'a Kaddoura Khartabi/, 
AA'30, has been closely connected 
with the College fo r many yPars, parti­
cularly in her work wit h the Deve lop­
ment Committee as class representative. 
She is well known (or her outstanding 
activities, both nationally and inte r­
nationally, and has travelled extensively 
to attend congresses around the world. 
Mrs. Khartabil founded t he Palest inian 
Arab Women 's League in Lebanon in 
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1950, and the Beit lsaad Al Tou foula 
for children o f T .B. patients in 1958. 
She has bee n: 

a ) President of t hP Palestinian Arab 
Women 's League since 1936. 

b) Member of the Women's League' 
for Peace and Freedom. 

c) Vice-President of the Women's 
Aux iliary in 1968 and Liaison OfficN 
in 1979. 

Mr. Nazi Richani received his BA in 
February 1979 and is presently doing 
graduate work at AUB. During his days 
at BUC, Nazi was president o f t he So­
cial Club, which sponsored social and 
academic activities. At AUB hr establi­
shed a cultural and social club which 
sponsors extra-cuJTicular programs. 

Mrs. Mona Nassar Yannieh, AA '55 , pur­
sued her stud ies at A UB where she rP­
ceived her BA in Educatio n in 1957. 
Mona is a very active membN of thP 
YWCA setving as chairman o f the Mar­
jayoun Student Aid Committee and 
member o f the Membership and Youth 
Committees. Du1ing he r stay in Lon­
don, she worked on a committee fo r­
med in coordination with the Lebanese' 
Embassy to help stranded Lebanese stu­
dents du ring the war. 

Mrs. Hourie Kalbian Zeuzauadjian, 
BA '70, worked for a year at the JntC'r­
national Planned Parenthood Fede­
ration in charge of thC' library and 
doin g secretarial work. In 1972 slw was 
married to Mr. Vahc Zevzavadjian and 
now has two daughters. She assists her 
husband in his work - OversPas Consul­
tants fo r the sale of Electrical Ge ne­
rators. Hourie has been on tlw Alumni 
Board this past year rPplacing a numbN 
who had to bC' absent. 

Congratulations to the new ml'mbers o f 
th e Board, and we hope to see even 
mo re members at 1wxt years' GenNal 
Meeting. 
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Alumna Janel H illi receives the order of the British Empire ( OBE) from H.E. 
Ambassador Strachan of Great Britain. 

Mrs. Janet Hitti, graduate of 1943, was President of the BUG Alumnae Asso­
ciation, and has done a lot of social work in Lebanon and abroad. She is the 
owner of the premises of the Middle East Centre for Arab Studies in Shem/an. At 
this, International institution students came from the British Foreign Office, the 
Oil Companies of Japan, The Banks of Switzerland etc ... to study the Arabic 
language. Because of the past events MECAS closed during November 1978. Four 
Lebanese received the awards: Mr. Fouad J-lerawi, Mrs. Janet I-litti, Mr. Tala'at 
Dajany, and Mr. Nasib Taymani. Janet was awarded by the Lebanese Government 
the "Officier des Cedres" over ten years ago, in recognition for her social work. 

Janet I-litti has three children: Gloria lives in Scotland. She is married to Dr. 
Isam Babiker a Psychiatrist at the Royal Edinburgh Hospital, while she is a 
Clinical Psychologist at the Childrens' Hospital. Ibrahim and Samira are at 
Berkeley, California taking their Business Diplomas of MS and BA respectively. 

Since the War in Lebanon, Janet was elected as treasurer of the National 
YWCA of Lebanon. This International Organization is doing a lot of relief and 
rehabilitation worh in all sections of Lebanon. 

Eddie and Janet Hitti consider themselves half retired. They spend half their 
time in Lebanon and half traveling on business and visiting their children. 
Whenever they are in Lebanon, they are always in contact with BUG. 
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al-raida 
Al-Raida (The Woman Pioneer) is the mouthpiece of the Institute for Women's 

Studies in the Arab World. It is a quarterly periodical started in 1976, but was 
published irregularly because of the war conditions in 1976-1977. Since 1978 it 
has been issued regularly in both Arabic and English. The contents include news 
items about women's activities, their needs and their problems, mainly in the 
Arab World. Other items of interest are: articles on women leaders and pioneers in 
various fields; abstracts of studies on women, prepared by researchers; reports on 
conferences and panels, book reviews, documentation and bibliography. Al-Raida 
is a unique publication whose message is to liberate the Arab woman from 
harmful traditions and help her develop a new personality. · . 

Following is an article reprinted from Al-Raida, November 1978, No. 6. 

CONTEMPORARY ARAB FEMININE POETRY 

Feminine poetry is not a product of 
our age. Women poets appeared in an­
cient as well as in modern times. Then 
Ancient Greeks and Hebrews produced 
women poets and t hose who practised 
certain arts akin to poetry: the priestes­
ses and the prophetesses. Arabic litera­
ture counts at least 200 women poets 
in pre-Islamic and Islamic periods, but 
unfortunately most of their poetry has 
been lost. 

The period of Arab awakening 
which started around 1800 witnessed a 
revival of Arab poetry among both men 
and women. In tl->e latter part of the 
19th century there were at least four 
women poets who wrote poetry of the 
traditional type. 

In the early twentieth century, · 
which produced neoclassical literature 
characterized by social consciousness, 
women w1iters were more numerous 
than women poets. The period saw the 
rise of distinguished women essayists 
and journalists like May Ziadeh, Salma 
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By Rose Ghurayyib 

Sayegh, Marie Ajami, Malak Hafni Nas­
sef, and many others who devoted t heir 
pens to the promotion of social reform 
in all its forms. While they claimed 
woman's emancipation from ignorance 
and harmful traditions, they also cla i­
med national independence, educa­
tional reform, social justice, eradication 
of pove1ty and misery . They identified 
their own needs wit h those of their 
respective countries and were more in­
terested in general welfare than in their 
own feminist demands. 

During the last fo1ty years, a new 
outburst of poetry took place, inclu­
ding both wor,1en and men poets. The 
contributing factors may be condensed 
as follows: 

In the first place, we may mention 
the cultural influence of foreign schools 
ans institutions in countries placed un­
der foreign mandate or foreign control, 
like Lebanon, Syria and Egypt. In 
1948, Maurice Sacre, who compiled an 
anthology of Lebanese authors in the 
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French language, was a ble to count 500 
Le banese wtiters in French in and o ut­
side Lebanon. No less important was 
the literary production of Lebanese and 
Arab authors in the English language, 
although most was produced by emi­
grants. 

In Iraq, which remained only a short 
time under British control a direct con­
tact with E nglish lite rature was possible 
to the students o f the Higher Teachers 
Training College o f Baghdad. As a re­
sult, an original type of poetry, strong­
ly in CTuenced by modern English 
poetry , came into being, creating a poe­
tic school which in nuenced the rest of 
the Arab world. 

A second factor in poetic develop­
ment has been the popularization of 
free verse and prose poems, which freed 
poetry from classical ru les and made 
access to it easier, though to certain 
experts this new poetry seemed more 
difficu lt than traditional poet ry. 

A third factor has been the spread of 
culture among the various classes of 
people and the dissemination of politi­
cal and socia l ideologies wh ich mobili­
zed for their publicity all forms of mass 
media including poetry. 

Contemporary women poets of the 
ATab world count about fifty , but it 
wou ld be a vain e ffo1t to try to reach 
them all or to get hold of all their 
works. So far, we have at the Institute 
for Women 's Studies the complete or 
incomplete works of 30 of them. The 
topics treated by these women are most 
varied. T he tradit io nal topic of love 
occupies a large po1tion of theii- poetry, 
but it is treated in a non-tradit ional 
manner and takes on various forms; 
romantic, passionate, erotic, mystic, 
clearly showing the desire of these 
poets to assert their freedom and de fy 
modern public opinion by declaring 
their sentiments withou t fear or disgui-
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se. Fedwa tukan, an outstanding Jorda­
nian poet, devotes to love her best 
poems. The same is true of May Murr, 
the Lebanese poet who writes mainly in 
French, and o f Edvick Shayboub who 
published two volumes o f Arabic prose­
poems. The women mentioned adopt a 
positive or favorable attitude toward 
Jove in its romantic o r erotic form, but 
there are those who, like Venus 
Khoury, revolt against passionate love 
that drives lovers to despair and suicide , 
or take an ironic attitude toward pseu­
do-romantic love in which lovers repeat 
to each other commonplace, imitative 
expressions. 

There are also t hose who rebel 
against fetters imposed on love. Hoda 
Adib says in one poem: 

A man and a woman 
with fastened wrists 
Are swung like bells, 
They bleed from the chest , from the 
back; 
T heir bodies are laid on the wheel of 
tortu re 
Patients are burned, so the disease of 
Jove may 
not spread ... 

Samia Tutunji attacks in her French 
poems, "Multiple Presences" , the tradi­
tional education of women which 
prepares them to be sexual objects and 
to se1ve as mere tools for child-bearing. 
She denounces t he matrimonial virtues 
which impose on the wife obedience 
and faith fulness to a domineering and 
unfaith fu l husband. 

Revolt in femin ine poetry does not 
attack only traditional attitudes and 
practices connected with woman. The1:e 
is also revolt against war, against tradi­
tional methods of education, against 
religious rit uals and superficial forms of 
worship, against unjust treatment of 
illegitimate children, against corruption 
and injustice in all t heir forms. 
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Revolt in th is poetry takes some­
times a form o f escape from reality to 
dreamland. May Rihani, a poet o f rebel­
lion in her first collecLion, resorts in her 
second one to the fanciful world of 
childhood where people do not grow; 
time is motionless; fire does not hurt; 
grass does not thirst. That dreamland is 
free from disease, the inhabitants use 
singing instead of speech; to them reali­
ty and dream are o ne. Nadia Tueni, 
who has published in French several 
collections with a surrealistic tendency, 
is another poet of escape who sings her 
nostalgia for the dreamland of child­
hood. She longs for the land which has 
no sun, no waking, no sky overhead, 
only trees and singing birds. Nohad 
Salameh, poet and journalist in th e 
French language, seeks re lie f and happi­
ness in self-denial, service and philan­
thropic work, like Martin Luthe r King 
and other humanitarian mystics. 

A few of t hese poets express in their 
poetry certain philosophical ideas. 
Nazik al-Malaika depicts man's vain 
struggle against time. She longs for t he 
road t hat has no end, for the visitor 
who never comes, thus showing that 
expectat ion of an event carries more 
pleasu re than its realization. 

Andree Chedid , a Lebanese poet and 
novelist in the French language, devotes 
about ten collectio ns of poems to an 
analysis o f the message of poetry in 
which she sees the salvation of the 
world. " It is the a1t that opens unli­
mited paths to deeper self-knowledge, 
self-discovery and endless personal en­
richment". Her poetry carries an enthu­
siastic call to persistent search in the 
realm of the unknown, to an optimistic 
faith in life in spite of its sho rtcomings. 

Another Lebanese poet, Hoda 
Naamani, who has published four 
Arabic collections between 1970 and 
1978, draws her inspiration from Orien­
tal mystic poetry . She uses mystic pra-
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yers and symbols, combines mystic 
expressio ns wit h sum:-alistic abstruse­
ness, to convey progressive ideas o f 
worship, justice, sexual equality, social 
re form, and unive rsal brotherhood. 

Though rich and varied in contf'nt, 
this poetry is stil l limited in scope. It 
consists mainly of a negative rC'volt 
against exist ing wro ngs but fails to indi­
cate positive ways o f action. It fa ils to 
show what feminine liberation really 
means, what potentialit ies qualify a 
woman to lead he r own independant 
life, to create a new personali ty which 
wou ld not be a slavish copy of mascu­
line models nor a repetition o f past 
feminine patterns. 

Finally, if this poetry has a good 
many defects as to content, it shows on 
the other hand a high degree of success 
in form. Those who write in French or 
English reveal a mastery o f the langua­
ge, fluency. and originality of style . 
Poets of the Arabic language an' equal ­
ly successful in c reating original ima­
gery and handling th<' nc•w forms inspi­
red from western poetry . One of them, 
Nazik al-Malaika, is the in it iator of a 
new fo rm of free ve rse, based on the 
use of irregular mC'ter and rhythm, 
contrasting with the regularity of tradi­
tional poetry . 

Please notify the A lumni Office 

of any change in your mailing 

address to ensure receiving the 

Bulletin without interruption. 
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THE ALUMNI 60 DANCING 
It did take place after all and it was 

most success ful , I wou ld say. Shall we? 
Dare we? Will anybody come? Can we 
s·e1l tickets at the exorbitant prices we 
will have to cha.rgC'? As the ladies of 
the Board gatherPd a.round the long 
tahlC' in the Confe rence Room on the 
first noor o f Irwin Hall to ponder 
tlwse questio ns, the risk seemed an una­
voidable necessity . Our finance badly 
needed a boost as our scholarship com­
mitmC'nt had to be met. Many also fe lt 
that a gala evening would do us all a lo t 
o f good. 

Plans and preparations started. Many 
placC's were inspected and the ir facil i­
t ies studied. Finally all agreed on the 
Summcrland Beach Hotel in Beirut, the 
newest and most modern facility avai­
lable. On May 26, 1979 " Le Dome", a 
large round hall at the Summerland was 
all lit up and decorated to receive the 
BUC alumni and t heir guests. At 8 p.m. 
the hostesses from our Board were rea­
dy at the door with per(umes and colo­
gnes to offer our guests as they came 
in. 

All arrived beautifully dressed ador­
ned wit h a lo t o (jewelry, something no 
one had dared to wear fo r a very long 
time. As the tables slowly filled , people 
looked at each other with curiosity and 
pleasure as familiar faces came into fo­
cus. Many left their ta bles to greet each 
other with warm handshakes o r kisses. 
It was certainly good to be gathered 
once more fo r a care free evening in a 
fri endly atmosphere of dancing and 
good food. Many unhappy days and 
numerous sad events had taken place 
since our last gala evening at the Holi­
day Inn in April 1975. 

Now two hundred and fifty- four 
people listened to disco music which 
filled the air. The daning floor was al­
ways crowded with Alumni and fri ends 
of all age groups who seemed to" be 
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enjoying themselves. Mrs. Vera Khuri, 
our President, gave a brie f word of wel­
come foll owed by a word from Dr. 
Badre. Joe Diverio, th e Soloist at the 
Summerland 's night club, Layalina, ca­
me over for half an hour of Spanish 
songs in which he accompanied himself 
on the piano. Lottery tickets for the 
numerous gifts collected by t he ladies 
from generous donors were so ld while 
dessert was being served. Mrs. Nabila 
Firzli, the social Chairman of t he 
boa.rd , directed the operations. 

Of course the winners were thrilled 
when their numbers were called and an 
air of expectation filled the room . T wo 
air t ickets to Amsterdam, two to 
Athens, some lovely pain tings, .bottles 
of perfume and whisky and many 
clothing items or sports and beach ac­
cesso1ies were among the numerous 
gifts. 

By t he time 1: 30 a.m. rolled by, 
many felt it was t ime to break up the 
party and reluctantly got up to leave. 
One group, not wanting to see the eve­
ning end , tried to enliven matters with 
Arabic music and dancing. But all good 
things must come to an end even such a 
successful event as this. 

Two weeks later, around the same 
table in the conference room , sat our 
ladies beaming with the joy of success 
as the favorable reports were heard, 
topped by our excellent profit o f 
21,560 LL. Our Stoltzfus Scholarships 
and our Alumni Scholarships plus a 
number of small scholarships were safe 
and sound for the year 1979-1980. 

Yes indeed , next year, God willing 
and our hopes and prayers for a better 
Lebanon coming ttue - we all hope to 
meet for a similar evening. 

Sylvia Damiani Haddad 
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A SWIMMING 

COURSE 

ATBUC 
To strengthen relations between 

BUC and its alumni, the Alumni Board 
decided to launch a swimming course 
for the children of alumni at the BUC 
Swimming Pool. An announcement was 
placed in the newspapers, and the res­
ponse was instantaneous. Many or our 
alumni whom we had not seen at any 
of our functions arrived holding the 
hands o f their children. The children 
were divided . into two groups depen­
ding on their age. T he 5 to 8 years olds 
were put together and the 9 to 14 year 
olds were put together. The groups met 
separately twice a week for one hour 
session. Mr. Nizar Sahili, the swimming 
instructor at BUC, with the help of two 
students, J ihad and Ziad Kassir, took 
charge of the classes. Most of the child­
ren were beginners and had to be 
taught the basic swimming skills; the 
more advanced learn t the crawl and 
quite a few made remarkable progress. 

Some mothers sat around t he pool 
and watched while others preferred to 
leave their children in the reliable hands 
of the instructor. When we asked Mr. 
Sa.hi.Ii how he felt about the program he 
said that he found it most enjoyable 
and gratifying although tiring. He see­
med very willing to give the course 
again and add a more advanced one if 
need be. 

Many mothers told us how grateful 
they were for this wonderful chance 
given to their children to learn to swim 
properly. At t he same time it gave them 
an opportunity to get together at their 
Alma Mater. 
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CONDOLENCES ------, 
I--1 .E. ajali Kabbani passed away suddenly of a heart attack 
Sep tember 20, 1979 in Beirut. /-le was Ambassador of Lebanon 
in Algeria, Argentina, Pahistan. For the last ten years he served as 
the Lebanese Ambassador in Washington D. C. He is survived by 
two children: Najib 22 years old and Sawsan 19 years o ld. His 
wife Raja Sheri f has been a distinguished, most devoted and 
dedicated BUC alumna. For the time being Mrs. Kabbani and her 
children are in Washington D.C. but will be returning to Beirut in 
June. 

Munir Taky-Deen died in Heirut on August 10. He had just 
returned from u long distinguished service with the Lebanese 
Governmen t. The late Mr. Talzy-Deen was Director General of 
the Ministry of Defence and Lebanese Ambassador to a number 
of European and African coun tries. He was also a well-known 
writer. He was the brother of the late Said Taky-Deen, Former 
President of the Alumni Association and of Bahij Tally-Deen, 
presently Lebanese Minister of the Interior. His wife, Huda, and 
daughter, Joumana are BUC Alumna. ... ... ... 
Dr. Antoine Ghattas Karam of the Department of Arabic and 
Near Eastern Languages of A UB. The Alumni Association of 
BUC deplores the departure of this distinguished professor and 
thinher, who at one point in his brilliant career, taught Arabic at 
BUC. Besides being a very well -known man of letters in Lebanon, 
and the Arab World, he held the post of visiting professor at 
Columbia and Berlzely Universities . He published numerous 
boo/is in Arabic and French, and many of his works are still 
waiting to see the light. He was posthumously awarded the order 
of the Cedar. 
His gracious personality and his extensive knowledge will be 
missed by all. ... 
The sudden death in June of J amileh Shehadeh Khoury AA '41, 
was a tragic shock to all her friends, colleagues and students. Her 
life of dedication to her career as a devoted teacher will be re 
membered by all those who !mew her and were fortunate in 
being her students. 

Miss Khoury was posthumously awarded the Lebanese Gold 
Medal of Merit for her leadership role in the field of education. ... ... ... 
Our deepest Sympathy to Mrs. Salpi (Sarkissian) Tavrizian, 
whose husband Mr. Mikail Tavrizian passed away in March 1979. 
The deceased is survived by his wife and 3 ch ildren. Tel: 297964. ... ... ... 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Anita Kythreotou, BA '75, 
on the death of her husband Sanjeev Verma in July 1979. 
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WARD No 12 , " iJ.; ~' 
Re viewed By Dr fvfar ie Sabri 

Edvick (Jureidini) Shayboub is not 
only a leading Lebanese Journalist, 
broadcaster and poetess but also a crea­
tive and profound w1iter who has made 
a lasting contribution to Arabic litera­
ture in both form , and content, thus 
enhancing Women's li terature and brin­
ging tribute to her Alma Mater. 

He r recent book " Ward No. 12" 
"'>~ .P--9.>~i" which appeared in 1979 
is a collection of thirteen sto1ies divi­
ded over two periods. Six stoties cover 
the years 1960-1962 and seven others 
are inspired by the plight o ( Lebanon 
during 1976-1977. 

These realistic stories from he r per­
sonal experiences touch the human soul 
and shed revealing ligh t on the daily life 
of the Lebanese people during the tra­
gic events in Lebanon. Edvick 's message 
is vety profound and idealistic. 

The vivid st01ies dedicated to he r 
grand-daughter, Samar and her sor. Sar­
mad, are living pictures o[ an ideal 
mother. Edvick is creative in her 
diction, image1y and poetic insight. 

Although her words ex press anxiety, 
deep sorrow and spiri tual rentlessness 
yet one finds an attitude o[ optimism 
and self-confidence which is a source of 
comfott and relaxation to both the 
Lebanese readers and the ftiends of 
Lebanon. 

One can truly say that the " Ward 
No. 12" constitutes a rich addition to 
the literature on the Lebanese plight. I t 
is an indespensable book which fills a 
gap in the histoty of Lebanon's tragic 
events. 
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Edvick 's deep faith , sincere zeal, 
ho pe and optimism for the su tvival, 
rebirth , and renewal of Lebanon are 
bright with promise and full of challC'n­
ge. 

fletters 

Dear Friends: 

I am so happy Lo have received a 
copy of the Alumni Bulletin and to 
learn of the changes and t he activitiC'S 
that have so imp roved t he College sincC' 
l was lhere. 

I thought it was a very nice CollegC' 
the lwo years I spenl there and have 
spent man y hours through the past 
years thinking and wondering how the 
College had fa red particularly since our 
news through the press and television 
are so depressing. I am so glad to know 
that Beirut is nol demolislwcl and that 
men are now admitted Lo BUC which 
has become a Univers ity. I hopl' BUC 
will continue to grow and improve. 

I feel you are enlitled Lo know t hal 
a ll my wti ting is wtitte n by our Acti­
vities Director since I am almost total ly 
blind and can not sPe t he lines on letter 
paper and with it I lost control o f m y 
tight hand. 

I am now living at Hatvard Rest 
Haven Home. 

Ha1vard NE 68944 

Again may I thank you for remem­
bering me, 

Sincerely, 
Alfreda Clark 
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E GAGED 

Hammad, May, Ex 75, is engaged to 
Mr. abil Al-Muht.adi, a Civil Engineer. 
May is a commercial assistant at the 
British Embassy in Amman and will 
move, after marriage to Ku wait. 

MARRIED 

AJmaz, Mona, BA'73, got married on 
May, 1979 to Mr. Salim Batri, holder of 
a BA degree in Economics from AUB 
and an MBA from Canada. Mr. Batri is 
working as a consultancy manager in a 
Beverage Corporation in Dammam, 
Saudi Arabia, where both will be living. 
Address: Salim Batri 
Arabian Beverage Corporation 
P.O.Box 2722 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia 
Tel: 32052 - 32267 - 32758 
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Hala Mardambey, AS'78 and Said Abu 
lzzedin got married on September 15, 
1979. The wedding reception was held 
at the Sheraton Hotel, Damascus, 
where Said is Sales Director. The 
groom's mother is is Asma Najjar Abu 
lzzedin, AA'36 and ex-president o f t he 
Alumni Association. Congratulations. 

Randa Toufic Assa[, EX '76, daugh­
ter of Aida (Saab) Assaf, both BUC 
alumnae, was married to Abbas Salim 
Al-Halabi, o n 30th June 1979 at the 
Summerland Hotel. The reception , 
which brought together so many distin­
guished governmenta l officials, friends 
and alumni, was a superb one, and t he 
atmosphere was very relaxing. Con­
graultations to the bride and bride­
groom. 
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FROM THE 40 's 

Alman, Lem ia Kamal, 
AA'47, is the wife o f Mah­
moud Ali Alman of the 
Iraqi Foreign Service and 
the mother of 23 year o ld 
Lubna. 
Address: 28/7 /17 Karijia 
Qrt. 
Al Daoudi, Al-Mansour 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

Al-Rawi, Majida Al-Orpha­
ly , AA '46. Three of Maji­
da's four boys are in Bagh­
dad University and her 
d2ughter is in Intermediate 
High School. 
Address: 13-12 Krud Kha­
lil Pasha 
Sulaik, Baghdad. 

Sinawi, Nahida Mahmoud, 
AA'47, has o btained he r 
BA from Northwerstern 
University USA. She wor­
ked in a hospital for three 

.years and in 1956 was 
transfe1Ted to t he Ministry 
of Housing and Cons­
truction. 
Address: 12/4 Sa'doun 
Street 
Baghdad, Iraq . 

FROM THE 50's 

Barakat, Nabila Saab, 
AA '57, fu lfilled her ambi­
tion and became a lawyer 
in order "to defend the 
weak and to stand up for 
what is right". She is a suc­
cessful career woman as 
well as a conscientious mo­
ther of two children. In 
her work and lectures at 
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the University , she lives up 
to the BUC motto: "to 
strive, to seek, to find and 
not to yield", which was 
impressed on her du1ing 
her College days. 

Makhzoumi, Le ila Jisr, 
AA'54, is living in Bagh­
dad and is the mother of 
three children; Ali, Bassim 
and Amina. 
Address: Makhzoumi Fac­
tory 
Dora 
Baghdad, Iraq. 
Tel: 7752849 

Milzdashi, lsmat Abdel­
Ghar.i, BA '57, got her Ji. 
cence in law from t he Bei­
rut Arab University in 
1968, and a licence in Le­
banese law from the Leba­
nese University in 1969. 
She studied Spanish and 
German languages, in addi­
t ion to the English and 
French, which she masters. 
Her employment history 
started with a secretarial 
job at the Arabian Engi­
n ee ring Consultants 
1957-1959, and at the 
Arab Consulting Engineers 
1959-1961. She was then 
employed under contract 

with the Ministry o f Infor­
mation, the ational ews 
Agency, in 1962 and was 
later o ffic ially named t he 
Head o f the Administra­
tive Secretariat of the Na­
tional News Agency, a po­
sitio n she still holds, in ad­
d ition to acting as trans­
lator o ( the National News 
Agency English Bulletin, 
whose chief editor is Mr. 
Munir Vic tor Sadaka. She 
is registe red as a member 
of the Journalist's Union 
since 1968. 

FROM THE 60's 

A shur, Salwa, BA '64, in 
H.Ec. She got her Ph.D. 
from Purdue University , 
and has been seconded 
fro m the Ministry o f Edu­
catio n in Jordan to UNES­
CO to work as a consula­
tant in Home Economics 
at King Faisal University 
in Damman1 , Saudi Arabia, 
to help the University in 
establish ing a Ho me Eco­
nomics Department for 
giTls. Last year, in May 
1978, Salwa has represen­
ted Jordan at the Executi­
ve Board m·eetings o [ UNl­
CEF at the UN head-
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quarters in New York, and 
presented four papers,one 
of them was on the Inter­
national Year of The 
Child. All dPlegates expres­
sed their satisfaction that a 
woman was representing 
Jordan. During that period 
she visited Dr. Orme in 
New York and talked 
much about old days at 
BCW. 
Address: King Faisal Uni­
versity 
Department of Home Eco-
nomics 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia. 

Hu moud, Afaf Adham, 
BA '60, has four children: 
Mahmoud, Alia, and May­
soun. 
Address: P.O.Box 7341 
Amman, Jordan. 
Tel: 61258 

Kallidou, Chryso Pamballi, 
BA'68, works as a counsel­
lor (Vocational Counsel­
ling & Guidance Program) 
in the Larnaca Gymna­
sium, Cyprus. She has a 
daughter, Maria, who was 
born on September 28, 
1977. 

Khairallah, Leila Fuleihan, 
BA'60, lives in Pasadena, 
California where she works 
as a librarian. The Khairal­
lahs have two children, 
Keith and baby Suzan. 

Tabiat, Sana Mashnuk, 
EX'65, has been living in 
Kuwait and has a baby 
boy, Samir, born in April 
1979. 

Tukan, lhsan Dibaji, BA­
'68, has been working at 
BUC since January 1979. 
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She is Assistant Admis­
sion Officer. While in Pa­
ris, last May, she met three 
alumnae who now live in 
France: Nadia Salti lste­
phan,BA '68; Rufaida Miq­
dadi Hamza, AA '58; and 
Lena Saleh, BA '59. They 
spent a lovely weekend to­
gether remembering the 
wonderful years of boar­
ding life at the College. 

Zahawi, Rabab Hameed, 
BA'63. After spending 
fourteen and a half years 
of service at the United 
Nations, Rabab has started 
now a private business of 
her own - a Bookshop 
and a Translation Bureau. 
Address: P.O.Box 116 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

FROM THE 70 's 

Ange/ides, Anastasia Anto­
niadou, AS'75,was married 
to Mr. Georges Angelides 
on February 11, 1979. Be­
fore her marriage, Anasta­
sia worked for three years 
at her father's office. 

Antoniou, Ritsa Nik is, AS­
'70, married Mr. Antoniou 
in 1973. He is the manager 
of the Dexel Company in 
Nicosia. They have a 
five-year-old daughter, 
Christina. 

Ashkar, Salma Bisharat, 
EX'70. A baby boy was 
born to Salma in January 
1979. She also has two lo­
vely daughters : Hala 7 and 
Tania 6 years. 

Awad, Maro Ashdjiarr, BA­
'71 , is the president of the 
Lamaca Alumni Chapter. 

Maro is a business woman 
and mother of two girls, 
Alexandra 5 and Maria 1 
year. 

Baltaian, Hourig Bohdje­
lian, BA '73. Hou rig has 
now a second lovely dau­
ghter, Lory, born on 20 
April 1979. 

Fakhoury, Eliana, BA '79 
has specialized in Business 
Computer and is now wor­
king in Civil Aviation. She 
is planning to go to En­
gland to prepare for a mas­
te(s degree in Linguistics. 

Karaky, El-Khulud Fad­
dagh, BS'76. A baby boy, 
Hassan, was born to Khu­
lud on June 18, 1979. His 
sister Dina is 2 1/2. Khu­
lud's mother, Mrs. Suhad 
Kadri Faddagh is a distin­
guished BUC Alumna. 
Address: c/o Mr. Nazeeh 
Karaky 
P.O.Box 135206 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

Khoury , Ellen Kettaneh , 
BA'70, and husband Ram­
zi Khoury, who was the 
chief editor of the Jordan 
Times, are now living in 
Amman. Mr. Khoury is a 
correspondent of the Was­
hington Post Financial Ti­
mes and Ellen is working 
with the French Embassy. 

Ma'ayeh, Jumana, EX '77, 
left the College during the 
sad events in Lebanon and 
went to "New England 
College", where she got a 
BA deg-ree in Business Ad­
ministration. She is now 
working at the "Citibank" 
Amman Branch. She is 

ALUMNI BULLETIN 

] 

planning to work for ,mo -
ther year,then leave to pre­
pare for an MBA degree. 
Since the BUC is starting 
an MBA program, she says 
it shall be her first choice. 
She misses the College and 
Beirut very much. 

Mollisson, Helen lerides, 
BA'70. Helen's husband is 
a Londoner whose specia­
lity is the Classics-Latin 
and Greek. After her BA 
in History and Political 
Science she went to Exeter 
University where she got a 
post graduate diploma in 
teaching English as a fo­
reign language and also an 
MA in linguistics. She tea­
ches at Kykko Gymnasium 
for girls, and her husband 
teaches at the G.C.E. 
school of Garrers in Nico­
sia. 

Ramadan, Faten, AS'75, 
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graduated in September 
1975 in Applied Science in 
Business Management. She 
is now working as an admi­
nistrative assistant in a 
Pharmaceutic al Factory. 

Sawsan Raw was, BA '7 3, is 
the director of the well­
known school of Nursing 
sponsored by the Makas­
sed Moslem Philanthropic 
Association in Beirut. The 
school is a very modern 
one and we wish Sawsan 
success in her work. 

Shamkhani, Suha A bu 
Soud, BA '79, is now living 
in Kuwait and is expecting 
a baby. 
Address: P.O.Box 9116 
(Ahmadi) 
Kuwait P.l.C' 
Petrochemical Industries 
Co. 

Tabakian, Ani Ouzou-

nian,AS '72. Ani, who got 
married in Beirut has now 
moved to Toronto , Cana­
da. She has one daughter, 
Taline, 2 1/2 years old, and 
helps her husband in his 
business. 

Vio/ari, Evangelia Marki­
dou, AS'75, lives in Nico­
sia with her husband, a pri­
vate businessman who re­
presents many well-know 
English firms. 

Zakaria, Sahar Hadid, BA­
'73, got married in 1976 
to Mr. Mudaffar Zakaria, a 
businessman. She has a 5 
month old daughter. At 
present she is working at 
the office of Assistar!t Pre­
sident for Higher Educa­
tion at the University of 
Mosul. She also teaches 
English at the Elementary 
School for children of Fo­
reign Staff in Mosul. 
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