






Dr Sabri Reports On Travels And Alumnae Abroad 
Dr. Marie Sabri, Vice President for 

Relations, known and loved by all 
alumnae, began the academic year 
1976-77 with her usual optimistic dis­
position by contacting Alumnae in 
Ras Beirut in October and met a few 
at the homes of Nabila Sidani J aroudi 
BA'53 and Jihad Jalloul Tabbara 
AA'73, even when peace in Lebanon 
was still in doubt. 

Alumnae were pleased to hear that 
the College will continue to survive 
and grow and promised their moral 
and financial support. 

In December, with the "cease-fire" 
in effect, two get-togethers were held, 
one in Dr. Sabri's home and t he other 
in the home of Aida Ashour Hannoun 
AA'54, where 10 of her classmates 
( 1954) met. Again all pledged their 
support of BUC. 

Gratifying Reunions 
January 1977 saw Dr. Sahri in 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Qatar. 
Meetings, reunions and contacts were 
gratifying, as all were anx ious to hear 
of the survival of the College and 
touched to learn of how the devotion 
of faculty and staff kept it in opera­
tion. 

Two meetings for the Jeddah Chap­
ter of the Alumnae Association were 
held one at the Lebanese Embassy, 
host ~d by Hind F akhoury Fakhoury 
AA'49, wife of the Lebanese Ambas­
sador, the second at the home of 
Suad Al juffali AA '73, Chairman of 
the Chapter and member of the Board 
of Overseers. 

The Riyadh Chapter meeting was 
held at its Chairman's home, Salwa 
Touma Mayyasi Bi\' 57.'. (In July, 
Salwa visited Dr. Sabri on campus and 
presented the Riyadh Chapter 's pro­
ceeds of their fund-raising project) . 

The Alumnae Dhahran, Damman 
and Al Khobar group met at the home 
of Wafa Aoun Yammine AA' 47, Vice 
President of the Alumnae Association. 
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The Bahrain Chapter met at the hotel 
where Dr. Sabri was staying. 

The Doha, Qatar, Chapter met at 
the home of Alice Haddad Melikian 
AA' 48. 

Many generous gifts were made to 
the College from Alumnae and friends 
of BUC. 

In February and March Dr. Sabri 
was in Kuwait, the United Arab Emi­
rates and the Sultanate of Oman. 
Once more the meetings were hearten­
ing. 

The president of the Kuwait C~ap­
ter , Wadad Sabbagh Khoury BA'53, 
invited alumnae to her home for a 
meeting. Another get-together in Ku­
wait was held at the home of Claire 
Kashkoush BA' 73 whose three sisters 
are alumnae and the fourth a prospec­
tive BUC student. 

In Abu Dhabi, the Chapter met at 
the Palace Hotel as guests of Dr. 
Sabri. The five alumnae of Al Ain, 
Abu Dhabi, met at the home of Rima 
Daniel Hurani Ex'70. 

The Dubai Chapter met at its presi­
dent 's home, Adeeba Jurjis Abu Al­
wan AA'35. 

Five alumnae met at t he home of 
Durra Ajami Shiblak BA' 69, in Mus­
cat and formed a nucleus alumnae 
group with Durra as chairman. 

During those meetings many gene­
rous gifts to BUC were made and the 
Kuwait and Abu Dhabi Chapters pre­
sented their contributions from the 
proceeds of their fund-raising projects 
and other projects were discussed. 

Dr. Sabri's travels took her to Iraq 
and Jordan in April. 

The Baghdad Chapter met at the 
home of Rabab Hamid al Zahawi BA 
'63, the secretary-treasurer and a get­
together was held in the Al Mansour 
area at the home of Mayda Al Haydari 
Mahmoud AA '35. In Baghdad there 
are over 150 alumnae. 
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The Basrah Chapter met at its pre­
sident's home, Suad Mukhtar Okla 
BA'5 l. Another Basra meeting was 
held at the home of Fawziyya Sultan 
Saleh Ex'66, whose sisters are 
alumnae. In Mosul, Sahar Hadid Za­
karia BA '73 invited alumnae to meet 
with Dr. Sabri. 

Dr Badre in Amman 
In Jordan, BUC President, Dr. Al­

bert Badre, was the speaker at a spe­
cial meeting of the active members of 
the Amman Chapter held at the Inter­
continental Hotel. 

He talked about the survival of the 
College during t he war in Lebanon, 
also about the adjustment of BUC's 
academic programs to meet the chal­
lenges of the future and the special 
and unique function of the College in 
the Middle East. Lena Gress BA' 60, 
an active alumna and a reporter for 
the English Jordan Daily News inter­
viewed Dr. Badre at length for the 
newspaper. 

A well-attended meeting of the 
Amman Chapter met with Dr. Sabri 
with Nijoud Arabi Fawzi BA' 57 pre­
sjding. A lunch-meeting was hosted by 
Princess Wijdan Nasser Ali BA'61, 
first president of the Amman Chapter, 
for former presidents and the new 
president of the chapter. The proceeds 
of the fund-raising project as well as 
individual gifts were contributed. 

Dr. Sabri was impressed by the 
increasing number of alumnae holding 
distinguished positions as principals, 
administrators and teachers in well­
known public and private secondary 
schools and junior colleges, and happy 
~o meet increasing sons and daughters 
9f alumnae who expressed their wishes 
to join BUC. 

Dr. Sabri visited Cyprus in May. 
The Nicosia Chapter met at the hotel 
where' she was staying. The Limassol 
Chapter met at the home of Eva Lam­
brou and a meeting for alumnae was 
held in Larnaca. 

Cypriot alumnae, although busy 
with their own domestic projects and 
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fund-raising, were very concerned 
about the welfare of the College. On 
her visits to high schools, Dr. Sabri 
was accompanied by Sourpic Tamizian 
BS'77 (Nicosia), Maro Ashdjian Awad 
BA'71 (Larnaca) and Evro Lambrou 
Ex '75 (Limassol),where a deep interest 
in the College and its programs was 
expressed by the students. 

In August Dr. Sabri was in the 
United States. 

Raja Sherif Kabbani AA'42, wife 
of Mr. Najib Kabbani, the Lebanese 
Ambassador, gave a reception for 
alumnae and friends of the College at 
her home in Washington DC Among 
the guests was Dr. Angela Jurdak 
Khoury AA '35, a distinguished alumna 
and pioneering diplomat. 

In New York , Dr. Rhoda Orme, 
former Dean of BUC, held a meeting 
in her home for the New York Chap­
ter. Among the guests was Miss Jane 
Leasor, former faculty member. 

Dr. Sabri was the guest of Dr. 
Pergouhi Najarian Svajian AA' 41, for­
mer BUC academic Dean and noted 
author and_ educator. Also in New 
York, she visited Mamdouha Assayed 
Bobst AA '41, wife of Mr. Elmer 
Bobst, distinguished humanitarian , 
philanthropist and author. 

The highlight of the visit was a 
tour of the Elmer Bobst Library that 
Mr. Bobst contributed to and partici­
pated in designing. 

Dr. Sabri is currently on campus, 
ready t o welcome visiting alumnae and 
friends and needless to say, planning 
her reunions with alumnae next year. 
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BUC Holds 52nd Commencement 
The Beirut University College held 

its Fifty-Second Commencement on 
July 2. 1977, at the Gulbenkian 
Theatre. The exercises combined the 
1976 and 1977 graduates. 

Thirty-eight studen ts graduated 
with an Associate in Applif'd Science 
degree, d ivided as follows: 

Teacher Education (I), Interior Design 
(I), Library Science (2), Fashion Design (2), 
Computer Science (3), Communication 
Media (3), Secretarial Studies (7), Business 
Management (79). 

Two students graduated with an 
Associate in Arts: General Science de­
gree. 

Fifty-three students graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree, d ivided as 
follows : 

History (I), Business Education (I), His­
tory-Nutrition (I), Development Psychology 
(I), Religion (I), English Literature (I), Eng­
lish Drama (2), Social Work (3), Elementary 
Education (4), Fine Arts (5), Business Man­
agement-Computer Science (5), Political 
Science (5), Business Management Studies 
(23). 
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Fourteen students graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree divided as 
follows: 

Chemistry-Orama (I), Chemistry (2), Bio­
logy (3), Mathematics-Computer Science (8). 

President's Address 
Dr. Albert Badre, President of the 

College, gave the address in which he 
charged the new graduates " to take 
one step forward, beyond what has 
been previously taken," since that " is 
the secret o f fulfi llment". 

Dr. Badre continued : " The excep­
tional sense of responsibility which 
you have manifested during your stay 
here, your restraint in the face of 
provocation, your wisdom in handling 
your daily relations, your exemplary 
comportment, your energy, your 
leadership, your devotion - all inspire 
us with confidence that you will in­
deed take that step forward. " 

President Badre concluded : "We are 
confident that because of the indepen­
dence of thought and objectivity that 
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your college education has aimed at 
giving you, because o f the autonomy 
it has tried to impart to you in con­
ducting and controll ing your own 
behavior, because of the courage and 
confidence it has tried to instill in 
you in fa~ing problems and meeting 
challenges, you will go forth fortified 
with the lofty principles on which this 
College is founded and to which it is 
ded icated. 

"So that as you face the world, if 
you find yourselves surrounded with 
hate, you will sow love; where there is 
discordance, you will bring harmony; 
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where there is susp1c1on, you will 
spread understanding: where thC'rC' is 
darkness, light; whC're there is pre­
judice, objedivity and fairness; where 
there is bigotry, tolerance and con­
ciliation. 

"This is your charge and your mis 
s ion: one extra step forward for a 
brighter tomorrow, and may God bless 
you." 

The Alumnae Association, in turn, 
expresses its best wishes to the new 
graduates and extends to them a 
warm welcome to the Association. 
Congratulatio ns and Ahlan wa Sablan. 
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Founder's Day 
Celebrated 

On Campus 
The Alumnae Association celebra­

ted Founders' Day on November 10, 
1977. 

Irwin Hall auditorium was full with 
alumnae, students, faculty and friends 
of the College. A happy and at the 
same time solemn occasion when we 
remember BUC founders with thanks­
giving, review the College's message 
and honor deserving students. 

The prelude was played by Samira 
Shabb Abu-Haidar AA. After the 
National Anthem Rev. Salim Sahiouni, 
Pastor of the Natio nal Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Beirut, gave 
the invocation. 

Mrs. Asma Abu Izzeddin1 · , presi­
dent of the Alumnae Association, wel­
comed all. She reminded us that this 
is BUC's 53rd year and called upon all 
to channel their efforts to a common 
goal remembering our motto: To 
Strive, To Seek, To Find, but Not To 
Yield. 
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The College, she added, has its 
emphasis on the meaning of true 
education as much as skill. She talked 
about a bright and promising future 
after the trials of 1975-76. 

She then introduced the speaker, 
the Rev. Dr. Oscar McCloud, General 
Director, Program Agency, United 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 

Dr. McCloud expressed his pleasure 
at sharing the observance of Founders' 
Day. It made him think of the history 
of this educational institut ion that 
traced its beginning to the first girls' 
school in the Turkish Empire establi­
shed in 1835 by a Presbyterian mis­
sionary. Although a long history is 
behind BUC, he said, the relationship 
with the Presbyterian Church conti-
nued firm and strong. · 

Dr. McCloud then noted the vital 
interest of the church in education. 

Education, he declared, should not 
be a mere bridge to financial success 
but an avenue to personal fu lfillment, 
to the commitment to independence 
and innovation. He concluded by char­
ging Lebanon and BUC to seek a just 
and lasting peace for humanity. 

Dr. McCloud .then announced that 
the United Presbyterian Church Board 
had approved a special grant of $5000 
for the BUC budget and scholarships 
in addition to its usual gifts. 
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Jumana Habiby, a freshman, then 
sang a lovely Lebanese song. 

Intissar Tabsh Abu Khadra BA'53 
and mother of three children then 
spoke. She has been a member o_n the 
Alumnae Association Board and 1s the 
first authorized woman translator in 
Lebanon, having come a long way 
from the veiled student she was at the 
beginning. 

She remembered her embarrassment 
and the teachers' discomfort at her 
being veiled and chaperoned to and 
from school by her father. She re­
viewed her adventures and spoke of 
her involvement in all activities on 
campus so that by the time she was a 
senior she became class president. 

Appeal to Women 

Intissar taugh t for a while, then 
worked in journalism which, she said, 
gave her the opportunity to meet 
many great people and leaders. 

She made an emotional appeal to 
women to use their capability, educa­
tion and talents actively in the buil­
ding of their society and country. 

We should not be satisfied in saying 
that behind every successful man is a 
woman, she stressed, but should aim 
at being successful and not live in the 
shadow of man. The lack of leadership 
among women is blamed on us 
mothers, she continued, so we should 
prepare ourselves and our children to 
shoulder responsibility and be involved 
in the needs of our society. 

Intissar concluded by calling on 
each one of us to be responsible to 
ourselves and to our country . 

Awards and Scholarships 
Awards and scholarships were then 

introduced by Dr. Marie Sabri: 

The Olga Shammas Scholarships, 
granted annually to three students in 
the Freshman, Sophomore and Junior 
classes who attained the highest ave­
rage. Dr. Sabri presented the full scho-
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larships on behalf of Mrs. Shammas 
to: Leila Salibi, Bahija Eid and Lina 
Barakat. 

The Salwa Nassar Scholarships, 
granted in memory of BUC's first 
Lebanese president and internationally 
known physicist, to a Lebanese stu­
dent majoring in science (this year 
Shafica Asaas), and to a Lebanese 
student majoring in education 
(Jumana Naamani). They were presen­
ted by the late Dr. Nassar's sister, 
Marcelle Fares. 

The Lily Hawi Sawaya Memorial 
Scholarship, granted in memory of 
Mrs. Sawaya, a former president of 
the Alumnae Association and an active 
member of the community, was 
presented by Dr. Nasib Hammam to 
Colette Abdul Karim. 

The Haseeb Mroueh A ward, granted 
by the Eagles' Club to a deserving 
student in civic and social conscious­
ness, in memory of the late Haseeb 
Mroueh, a founder of the Eagles' 
Club, intent on civic activity. Mr. 
Kamel Basila presented the award to 
Eva Badre and Mona Ashi. 

The Alumnae Scholarship (Stoltzfus 
Award), granted by the Alumnae 
Association to a student with an out -
standing academic record, was presen­
ted by the Association president to 
Salwa Mikati. 

The Lula M. Johnson Award, gran­
ted in memory of Mrs. J ohnson, 
mother of Esther Langworthy, a facul­
ty member 1938-50, to a student with 
outstanding concern for others, was 
presented by Dr. Sabri to May Abu 
Ali. 

The Scholarship Cup, granted by 
Dean Riyad Nassar on behalf of the 
College to the student with the 
highest average, was presented to 
Janet Seraphim. 

• • • 
The Alma Mater was a fitting 

ending to a gratifying reun ion. 
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This Is The Story Of Our College 
by Nadia Sa/ti Stephan BA '58 

A feature writer for Beirut's Monday Morning magazine, 
Nadia was an honor student in Euthenics and Child Develop­
ment at !he College. She was Chairman of the Social Service 
Cabinet in her senior year. 

The source of much historical information for this article 
is the invaluable documentation on the College written by 
the late Mr. Donald Roberts, who taught History and 
Political Science during the SO's. His "Beirut College for 
Women: A Short /-listory" is available in the Stoltzfus 
Library, the place where his wife, Frances Markley Roberts, 
dedicated her years of service as College Librarian. 

The author is also indebted to several present faculty 
members whom she interviewed. 

This is the story of our College -
the story of the birth of this inst itu­
tion which started half a century ago 
fro m a small nucleus and through the 
years became t he monument of educa­
tion for women in the Middle East . 

I hope that this short history wil l 
awaken in each one of us lovely 
memories of our days at t he College, 
no matter how long ago or recent 
those days were. F or words seem in­
adequate to express the dimensions 
and perspectives of the human ele­
ments which brought forth the foun­
dations of our Beirut University Col­
lege. 

The history of the College reall y 
dates back more than fifty years when 
political and social changes were tak­
ing place in the Arab Middle East at 
the turn of this centu ry. 

Arab nationalism emerged as a 
resul t of the First World War. This 
brough t t he need fo r political know­
ledge and experience. Advanced educa­
tion became more o f a need than a 
luxury . 

This new change in the Middle 
Eastern society opened the way for 
women 's emancipation and the need 
for higher education for women. The 
marriage age of women was post­
poned , the veil lost its popularity, 
women became more independent 
entities. lndiviclual homes replaced the 
collective homes of the past century. 
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Such was the sociological atmos­
phere, ripe and ready for the big event 
of the fall of 1924, when out of the 
existing American School for Girls in 
Beirut came a new separate class of 
college grade. It later became the 
American Junior College for Women, 
the grandmother o f BUC. 

As far back as 1914, the American 
Mission for Syria and Lebanon had 
voted to raise the standard o f instruc­
tion in the ASG. But no action was 
taken because of the onset of the war. 

The Mission records, however, re­
veal a significant vision: 

"There is a need and opportunity 
increasingly felt for a type of more 
trained womanhood than is now pro­
duced in any o f our girls' schools. 
There is also the necessity of prepar­
ing in advanced classes those who are 
to become teachers in these girls' 
schools. The situation of ih is school in 
Beirut fixes it in the minds of many 
Syrians as aiming to do for girls what 
the A merican University does for 
boys." 

The first freshman class was started 
at the premises of ASG near the Pro­
testant Church in downtown Beirut. 
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Miss F rances Irwin was o fficially 
appointed Principal of the College 
about to be born. She had arrived in 
Beirut in 1922 at the age of 27 -
having some notions of the plan for a 
College and her possible connection 
with it as Principal. 

Her field of specialty was history. 
She studied Arabic at the Mission 
Language School in Souk el-Gharb, 
and through her own initiative she 
acquainted herself not only in the 
historical background of the area but 
also with its cu rren t potentials, assets 
and problems. 

Women's College 

In 1923 she began teaching at the 
ASG and in February, 1924, she as­
sumed the t itle of Principal with a 
mandate to proceed in estabiishing 
higher education for women. 

Out of nothing she was to create a 
college to meet the challenges of the 
changes in the Middle East. 

She had no physical premises of 
the College just born. She had to 
display understanding for the conser­
vative attitude of the parents and at 
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the same time encourage and challenge 
students into new and inspiring hori­
zons of learning and training. 

The Freshman Class of 1924-25 
numbered e ight students, ou t of which 
five indicated their interest to conti­
nue the sophomore year. 

Only three, however, earned on 
and graduated, thus becoming the first 
graduates of the American Junior Col­
lege for Girls in Syria: Sania Habboub, 
Armenouhie Mugrudichian and Munira 
Berbir Namani. The first two were the 
pioneering lady doctors who became 
celebrated in their fields. 

Thus was the beginning - as excit­
ing as the birth of a baby with all the 
contentment of birth, the challenging 
responsibilities to meet the demands 
of the new life, and the joy and 
satisfaction o f watching growth. 

After three years of running its 
classes at the ASG, the College moved 
to a ren ted location in Ras Beirut. 
Miss Irwin, Miss Winifred Shannon and 
Miss Donaldson comprised its facul ty. 

Permanent Campus 
Enrollment of students steadily m­

creased and, by 1930, the Mission 
authorized the Committee of Manage­
ment to buy land for a permanent 
campus. It sounded like a .dream come 
true, but to find and finalize the 
purchase o f the land was a long and 
difficult procedure. 

The site chosen - the land which 
embodies our green campus with its 8 
buildings now - was a barren, rocky 
hilltop previously occupied by the 
French Army. Nothing was beautiful 
about it except for the beauty of the 
landscaoe around it. 

For in those days, one could see 
the vast horizon across the blue Me.di­
terranean and the silhoue ttes of the 
Lebanese mountains. One could even 
see t he t ower of the College Hall at 
AUB. I be t one could even hear the 
chimes of its clock! 
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In 1933 the cornerstone of the first 
building, Sage Hall, was laid and with 
it started a long process of building 
and remodelling which has no t stop­
ped to this day. 

After nine years of devoted work 
covering every detail in starting and 
building the College, Miss Irwin went 
on a furlough in J anuary, 1935. Her 
mother's failing health and consequent 
death prompted Miss Irwin to resign 
in February , 1937. 

Her own health became a victim of 
an incurable disease which took her 
life at the young age of 42 in the 
spring of 1939. Although she never 
came back to the College, she left 
behind a torch of her spirit which was 
carried on by her followers. 

Community Activities 
The Mission appointed Miss Shan­

non as Acting Principal from 1935 -
1937. She had been on the faculty 
when the fi rst Sophomore Class gra­
duated in 1926. 

She pu t special emphasis on extra­
curricular ac tivities. She encouraged 
her students to awaken interest in 
hygiene in their different communi­
t ies. 

Not only did she inaugurate the 
Nursery School in 1932, but also star ­
ted the Village Welfare Camp. This 
was an annual summer activity . 

Miss Huda Butros, present Director 
o f BUC Residence Halls, who was 
closely connected with the camp in 
her student years, says: "The objective 
was to create social awareness among 
students o f their community problems 
and to give them the opportunity 
while studying to apply what they 
were learning. It was also designed t o 
encourage qualities o f service and lead­
ership in the students. Those experien­
ces were a learning process both to 
the vii agers and to t he students." 

Unfortunately , this camp was dest­
royed in the events of 1958, but later 

ALUMNAE BULLETIN 

-

on replaced with activit ies run by the 
Social Welfare Office of the govern­
ment. 

Miss Shannon, according to a gra­
duate of 1934 , gave great importance 
to the life o f the studen t in general 
while encouraging academic compatibi­
lity. She gave the students work - a 
Jot of work - but made it attractive. 

In 1937, Miss Shannon was ap­
pointed by the Board of Missions in 
New York to take charge of a similar 
college in Iran. Before she le ft, she 
told the Mission that Mr. William 
Stoltzfus should be given the t itle of 
President. 

Mr. Stoltzfus and h is wife had been 
closely connected with the area since 
the First World War in missionary and 
educational work. Mr. Stoltzfus came 
to the College when it was thirteen 
years old, still adolescent with a lot of 
grooming, moulding, and growth to 
look after. 

Two years later the Second World 
War broke out, thus bringing stresses 
to the area of political, social and 
intellect ual natures. He and his wife 
carried the College through the war 
years with devotion and tact . 

His presidency marks a period of 
rapid growth and development. He 
and Mrs. Stoltzfus took it upon them-
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selves to change the barren hilltop 
into a green campus. As one looks at 
the trees, the evergreens, the oleanders 
now one thinks they had always been 
there. But each one was planned for 
by th is loving couple. 

The student body was increasing; 
so was t he faculty. The Residence 
Hall, called Nicol Hall, was completed 
in 1937. 

Academic Milestone 
The highligh t of the 21 years of 

Mr. Stoltzfus' presidency came when 
the College turned into a four-year 
College. 

There were several reasons wh ich 
led to this milestone of the College. 
Fast changes in the area due to the 
effects of the Second World War, the 
independence of Lebanon and the op­
portunities opened for women in pub­
lic life, posed a need for h igher college 
education for women. 

Prior t o that women who graduated 
from the sophomore class and who 
wished to con tinue their studies went 
on to AUB. However many families 
who were conservative, whether Mos­
lem or Christian, did not encourage 
that. 

There was also an urgent need in 
the area for specialized women in the 
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field of nutrition, child development, 
family relations and other aspects of 
the home. So actually the first formal 
suggestion that the Junior College 
start certain upper courses came from 
the University itself. 

Another reason was that many 
secondary girls' schools were introduc­
ing advanced classes and gradually 
absorbing the freshman class. So many 
entered the Gollege as sophomores 
thus spending one year only at the 
College. A year is much too short to 
install the spirit and tradition of the 
college. 

Another reason was the pressing 
need for more t rained and specialized 
teachers and a higher degree in educa­
tion was in demand. 

Official Degrees 
A Junior class was introduced as an 

experiment in 1947-48. In 1949-50 a 
Senior class was begun and the Mis­
sion authorized the College to give a 
B.A. in Euthenics and Child Develop­
ment and also in Education. 

President Stoltzfus was also autho­
rized to make an application in the 
United States for a charter of incor­
poration enabling it to confer degrees 
which can be recognized officially. He 
went to the States and with the ap­
proval of the Board of Missions he 
applied to the University of New York 
for the desired charter. 
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First the Board of Regents of the 
University of New York granted a 
Provisional Charter of Incorporation 
on April 21, 1950. This gave the 
College the au thority to conduct 
courses leading to the degrees of Ba­
chelor of Arts, Associate in Arts and 
Associate in Applied Sciences. The 
Absolute Charter was gran ted in 1955, 
also authorizing the College an addi­
tional degree of liachelor of Sciences. 
The Junior College after this metamor­
phosis became The Beirut College for 
Women. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary was a 
very special occasion. Irwin Hall, the 
tribute of the College to its first Pres­
ident, was inaugurated, and at the 
same dedication ceremony Dr. Raif 
Bellama conferred a gold medal upon 
President Stoltzfus expressing the Le­
banese Government's respect and gra­
titude of the services of President 
Stoltzfus in particular and the College 
in general. 

The growth of the College into a 
four-year College demanded a lot of 
growth physically and academically, as 
well as administratively. 

Dr. Rhoda Orme was appointed as 
the first Academic Dean. The Social 
Dean 's office assumed a more impor­
tant role as the number of students 
had increased. The members of the 
faculty numbered more than fifty . In 
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all the College stepped gracefully into 
its four-year program, with a constant 
and balanced growth. 

The first Major offered in 1959 was 
that in Education-Psychology. In 1951 
a Major was added in Euthenics which 
included child development, psycho­
logy, sociology, economics and teach­
ing young children. 

This department contribu ted im­
mensely not only to its students but 
also to the wider community, thanks 
to the efforts of its members of the 
faculty: Miss Irene Teagarden, Miss 
Suad Wakim and Miss Ruth Hembeki­
des. The Lebanese Home Economics 
Association was founded in 1955 and 
Miss Irene Teagarden was its first Pre­
sident. 

Generous Aid 
As a result of the contributions o f 

this department at . the College the 
Ford Foundation was interested and 
generously gave an aid to the College 
of $100,000 for a building to house 
all the activities of the Euthenics 
Department. As a result Shannon Hall 
was built, again a tribute to the 
second President of the College who 
was herself personally interested in 
this field. By 1957-1958 the College 
offered seven Majors listing a total of 
177 credit courses! 

In 1958 President Stoltzfus retired 
after twenty-one devoted years at the 
College. An alumna of 1935, Mrs. 
Mayda Haydary Mahmoud says: "I 
believe it is such a quiet and dynamic 
personality who should rule the world 
- those whose sole aim is work well 
done. Who knows what the world 
might have been? " 

After Mr. Stoltzfus retired and left, 
Mrs. Grace Loucks Elliot became act­
ing President for one year from 
1958-1959. She was a well known 
educator and authoress in education. 
She gave some special academic stat­
ure to the College which was apprecia­
ted especially at a time when the 
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College community felt a little lost 
and insecu re a fter the departure o f the 
very fine late President Stoltzfus. 

l consider myself very lucky to 
have had the chance of knowing Dr. 
Frances Gray as a teacher during my 
student years. I felt just as lucky 
while writing this article to have had 
the chance of meeting her over a short 
cup of coffee during the Conference 
of the Association of Nine Women's 
Colleges in Asia which met at the 
College the first week of May. 

It seemed as if the years had not 
passed when I was talking to her, as 
she has not changed . Those of us who 
knew Dr. Gray remember her poise, 
dignity and inner calm which she ra­
diates and her genuine smile. She re­
called: 

"I have been deeply enriched from 
my closeness to Lebanese and Arab 
students during my years at the Col­
lege. My memory of the students is 
that of love and wherever I am I still 
pray for them." 

Dr. Gray served the College as Pre­
sident from 1959-1965, having spent 
three years as a faculty member prior 
to that. Academically she gave a big 
boost to the area of the Humanities. 

New Buildings 
She established excellent relatio ns 

between the College and the local 
community, churches, government 
personalities and the U.S. She put an 
enormous effort to raise the funds for 
the 40th anniversary which resulted in 
time in the erection of Orme-Gray 
Hall, The Fine Arts Building and the 
Gymnasium, as well as other physical 
changes on campus. She left in 1965 
to head Damavaud College in Tehran, 
Iran. 

The first Lebanese President was 
Dr. Salwa Nassar, an alumnae o f the 
College, who served as President from 
1965 to 1967 due to an early and 
untimely death. 

Dr. Nassar was well known at home 
and abroad in the field of Science. 
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Har short term as President was cha­
ract erized by a boost in Sciences. She 
also had many excellent plans for the 
development of the College academic­
ally bu t her sickness and early death 
were a blow to the College and the 
community . 

She was followed by Dr. Marie 
Sabri as acting President from 1967 to 
1969. She is to be given credit for a 
major contribution in keeping the Col­
lege together in times of unrest and 
turmoil primarily as a result of the 
1967 war. During her time major 
changes were introduced in the aca­
demic program of the College and in 
the organization of the departments 
and the course offerings. Dr. Sabri's 
popularity and excellent relations with 
the alumnae also helped boost the 
image of the College during those two 
years. 

Dr. William Schechter served as Pre­
sident from 1969 to 1973. During his 
time the College underwent a great 
internal reorganization based on a 
systems approach. 

He was the initiator of the idea of 
the Community College. Mrs. Ruth 
Thompson-Shmucker , Assistant Dean 
in charge of the Community College, 
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said: " Dr. Schechter felt that there 
was a need in the community at large 
for vocational and semi-professional 
t raining which was not offered yet by 
another institu t ion. So a two-year , co­
educational program leading to the 
degrees of Associate in Arts (A. A.) 
and Associate in Applied Science 
(A.A.S.) , was institu ted. The Com­
munity College st arted in 1970 with 
86 students ( one-third men and two­
thirds women) . In spring 1975, the 
enrollment was 375 students - 191 
women and 184 men. 

" The courses offered a re varied: 
from business management to mass 
media, interio r design, fashion design, 
computer science, secretarial studies, 
advertising etc. It really offers a good 
theoretical background for profes­
sio nal growth and intellectual develop­
ment. It also gives many young stu­
dents who do not wish to study more 
than two years the opportunity t o 
have a degree and start working." 

The birth o f the Community Col­
lege was a catalyst for another meta­
morphosis in the life o f the College. 

University College 

Beirut College for Women became 
The Beirut University .College in 1973. 

With the coming of Dr. Albert 
Badre we have again retvrned to natio­
nal leadership in the pe'rson of a well­
known scholar in the field of econo­
mics. His experience covers the Middle 
East, Africa, Europe and Nort h Ame­
rica. His scholarly wr itings are a sour­
ce of pride t o the College Community. 

Walking into his office, I couldn' t 
help having a feeling of· awe but in no 
time he put me at ·ease with his 
genuine kindness and modesty. He 
gave me a picture o f the new develop­
ments at the College. 

With great pride he talked about 
the new major in International Affairs 
which prepares the students in inter­
nat ional affairs, business and diplo­
macy in the rapidly changing Middle 
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East, particularly regarding openings 
for women in this field. Dr. Bad re 
feels that women have not had a fair 
share in international affairs and hopes 
that this new Major offers those who 
have the potential a good background. 

Another source of pride is the 
establishment of the Institu te of 
Women Studies in the Arab World at 
the College. Its objectives are to pro­
mote better understanding of women 
in the Arab World, to conduct re­
search, to disseminate information, 
through newsletters, mass media, cur­
ricula and conferences, concerning the 
changing role of women in a changing 
Arab world. In July the College was 
buying its first computer - the ones 
in use were rented . 

Looking Forward 
Dr. Badre has a load of ideas and 

plans for the future_ The College plans 
to remodel Nicol Hall, carry on cam­
pus renovations, improve the equip­
ment and add it to the radio studio 
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which already exists (for training stu­
dents to prepare p rograms for radio 
and television, and in handling and 
using electronic equipment). 

The College academically will be 
stressing independent student work, 
through changes in methods and ap­
proaches and research methods so t hat 
the student is taught, instead of just 
facts, how to continue to learn, and 
get knowledge. 

There is the possibility of working 
wit h a University abroad to give a 
Master ' s of Business Administratio n 
after graduate courses in this field ar~ 
taught at the College. It is wo rth 
noting that the College plans to ex­
pand the library and expand the learn­
ing lab with it in one locale as ' t he 
learning resou rces center' . This o bjec­
tive alone needs half a million dollars 
and the fund is still below target. 

This is the story of how it was, 
how it is and how it will be - at our 
College, the Beirut University College. 
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Alumnae Association Meets 
The Alumnae Association held its 

annual general meeting at 4: 30 p.m., 
June 21, 1977 in the Alumnae Room. 

The reunion was a hearty o ne with 
about 65 alumnae attending, along 
with a few husbands who kept Dr. 
Badre and Dr. Nassar company. Greet­
ing each other delightedly, alumnae 
were genuinely happy to see each 
other at the first gathering in two 
years. 

The Association President, Mrs. 
Asma Abu Izzeddin, called the meet­
ing to order, greeting one and all. She 
talked about the agony of Lebanon in 
general and BUC in particular as a 
result of the sad conflict in the 
country. 

With the College 50 years old in 
1975, an occasion it was unable to 
celebrate as planned due to the con­
ditions of the country, it continued to 
operate on the barest means and kept 

20 

its gates open to the few students who 
were able to come for their courses. 

Mrs. Abu Izzeddin cited the de­
dication of President Badre, Dr. Sabri 
and Dr. Y akan in seeking funds and 
keeping the College in operation. For 
BUC is a non-sectarian institution de­
dicated t o education. 

Vital Role 
The role of the Alumnae, she con­

tinued, is vital and challenging, educa­
tion being the greatest weapon. She 
appealed to alumnae to assist by pay­
ing their contributions to the Associa­
tion. 

Alumnae classes have been classi­
fied into groups, with a representative 
to each group, and for their meetings 
these groups are advised that the cam­
pus is available for their meetings. 

The term of current Board mem­
bers of the Association has been pro-
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longed until the spring of 1978 when 
elections for new officers will be held. 

Mrs. Abu Izzeddin invited every­
body for refreshments on the Green 
after the meeting. 

Inspiring Talk 
Dr. Albert Badre then addressed 

the alumnae, tell ing us how the Col­
lege fared during the previous two 
years and the outlook for the futu re. 

It was very inspiring to listen to 
him talk of the survival of BUC in 
spite of overwhelming odds. For be­
sides physical survival, the College 
[aced a drastic drop in enrollment -
in fact, a 66 ¾ drop. While 1974-75 
showed an enrollment of 1050 stu­
dents, 1975-76 showed only 397. 

Dr. Badre said this, of course, 
meant an equivalent drop in income. 
To face that, the College adopted a 
tight financial policy and squeezed ex­
penses down to a third by stopping 
the purchase of books and supplies 
and even the most simple entertain­
ment. 

Staff and facul ty who remained 
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were an ideal example of sacrifice and 
zeal in lending the College half their 
salaries as a no-interest loan. To face 
the rest of the expenses, Drs. Badre, 
Sabri and Y akan took to the road to 
solicit gifts and funds. 

Dr. Badre went on to stress that 
after surviving financially, the College, 
as it looks to the future, plans to 
em phasize educat ional programs that 
are in clear demand in our count ry . 
For rather than being in competit ion 
with AUB in some fields, BUC will 
offer programs that are now needed 
and in demand, such as a strong 
Business Program, Communications, 
Fine Arts, International Affairs, Hu­
man Development, Computer Science, 
Teaching Sc ience and preparing 
Arabic-speaking teachers of foreign 
languages. 

Dr. Badre then thanked the 
Alumnae Association for inviting him 
to the meeting and answered questions 
from some alumnae presen t. 

Refreshments were served on the 
Green where all enjoyed being back 
on campus and getting together again. 
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Although some of our news 
might be dated, we thought it 
would bring just as much plea­
sure to all who are interested 
in the news section of the 
Bulletin, which, we under­
stand, is one of its most popu­
lar features. 

FROM THE 40's 

Vartabedian, Vickie (Varta­
noush), AA'48, is a school 
nurse with Los Angeles Ci ty 
schools since 1966. She got 
her M.S. in nursing in 1963. 
Her address is: 

463 1/2 Midvale Ave., 
L.A. Cal. 90024 

U.S.A. 

White, Leonora Yenovkian, 
AA'47, is teaching in the Bre­
vard School Sy~tem, Florida. 
Her address is: 

P.O.B. 882 
Melbourne Beach 

Florida 32951 
U.S.A. 

FROM THE 50's 

Daghir, Leila Salibi, BA'59, 
is head of the elementary sec­
tion of the National Evangeli­
cal School in Beirut. She I ives 
in Ras Beirut with her chi l­
dren Nicola and Ruwayda. 

Farah, Mona 1-laddad, 
AA'52, and family returned 
this summer to Beirut for a 
visit. They are now living in 
New York. 

Ghandour, 1-/iam Baban, 
BA'53 and husband Rafic 
have three chi ldren. Hiam is 
active in the Lebanese Red 
Cross and is on its executive 
committee. 
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Haddad, Sylvia Damiani, 
BA'50, is back home in Beirut 
with her family after a year in 
the U.S.A. 

Johnson, Carol Miller, JYA, 
1954-55, is a teacher of re­
tarded high school students. 
Carol wou Id Ii ke to hear from 
her classmates. She lives with 
husband Merle and children 
Tim {15) and Martha (13) in 
Estherville. Her address is: 

Box 113 
Estherville, la., 51334 

U.S.A. 

Ketefian, Shake, AS'59, is 
Associate Professor of nursing 
at New York University and is 
active in consu lta tion and pro­
fessional association work 
throughout the U.S.A. Her ad­
dress is: 

400 West 119th St. 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

U.S.A. 

Salaymeh, Maha Minkara, 
BA'59, and husband Dr. Mu­
hammad Salaymeh have three 
children, Basil , Raja and Ri­
ma. Maha is a librarian at the 
Medical Records Department. 
They live at: 

600 N. Ma in 
Taylorvi lle, Ill. , 62568 

U.S.A. 

Saliba, Suha Abdul Karim, 
BA'58, and fam ily are back in 
Lebanon after 16 years in the 
U.S.A. and two years in Ku­
wait. The Salibas have fou r 
children, Rima {'I 6), Rania 
and Nahla (13). and Raja 
(10). 

Sawaya, Dalal Asfour, 
BA' 59, and fam ii y are spend­
ing the coming year in 

Athens, Greece after living in 
England the past year. 

Sha'ban, Arlette Rizk, 
AA'53, Pharmacy, A.U.B.'56, 
has three children, Rami, a 
student of engineering at 
King 's College, London Uni­
versity, Randa in third ele­
mentary an·d Ramzi in first 
elementary, both in schools in 
Amman. Arlette is a pharma­
cist at: 

Sha'ban Pharmacy 
P.O.B. 961 

Amman, Jordan 

FROM THE 60's 

Ashoush, Soumaya, Ex.'62, 
and Beshara Hakura got mar­
ried in May 1977 and are now 
living in Kuwait. Congratu­
lations. 

Hornung, Susan Schulze, 
BA'67, has a 6-month old ba­
by boy, Brian. She works as a 
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buyer for an electronics firm. 
Her address is: 

131 Mary Way 
Los Gatos, Calif. 95030 

U.S.A. 

Hroub, Amal Ayyoubi, 
BA'63. A baby boy was born 
to Amal and husband in No­
vember 1976 in Dubai. Azmi 
is an aereonau ti cal engineer in 
the Air Force there. 

Janoyan, Grace, BA'65, is a 
secretary in New York. She 
lives with her sister Lydia Ke· 
lejian at: 

41-17 69 SL Woodside 
New York, N.Y. 11 377 

U.S.A. 

Kassar, Janet Habib, 
BA'67, had a baby girl , An­
drea, in March 1977. She is 
still with the Moroccan Mis­
sion to the U.N. 

Kelejian, Lydia Janoyan, 
B.A.'62 is a teacher in New 
York. 

Khoury, Mary Ann, AA'68, 
is presently working on her 
Ph.D. in Arabic Language and 
Literature at Indiana Univer­
sity, Bloomington, Indiana. 
She has been active in related 
social activities and co-chaired 
an Arab Heritage week-end in 
Louisville, Ky., in 1974 and 
also helped in 1975-76. Mary 
Anne spen t 1976-77 at the 
American University in Cairo 
studying Arabic. 

Marlen, Gail Johnson, J YA 
1960-61 , is a writer currently 
working on a novel. Her ad­
dress is: 

461, 13th St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215 

U.S.A. 

Matthews, Jane M. Morrow, 
JYA 1968-69, is teaching Ho­
memaker for the Department 
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of Social Services; presently, 
sewing teacher and sales clerk 
in a fabric store. She lives 
with husband Wil liam at: 

2230 Stokes St., 3 
San Jose, Calif. 95128 

U.S.A. 

Salameh, Aida Khoury, 
BA'60, lives with husband Mi­
chel and three sons in Rou­
mieh, Matn, Lebanon. She is 
working with the Lutheran 
Ministry of the Middle East as 
head of the radio department 
in charge of writing and pro­
ducing religious radio pro­
grams for Cyprus, Beirut and 
Monte Carlo. 

Seikaly, BA'66, MA 
U.C.L.A., was in 1975 wor­
king for a Ph .D. at Oxford in 
Urban and Socio-Economic 
History. 

Siptak, Mary Scott, J YA 
1969-70, lives with husband 
Steven in Houston. She is pre­
sident of Far Horizons Travel 
Inc. Her address is: 

8218 Debbie Cray 
Houston, Texas 77040 

U.S.A. 

Zaman, Hameeda Khunji, 
BA'65, studied at the Univer­
sity of Swansea in 1975. Ha­
meed a has three children and 
is head of the Family Section 
in the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Affairs in Bahrain. 

FROM T HE 70's 

Abu Fadel, Ghada, BA'72, 
is working at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affai rs in Beirut. 

Dabbagh, Balkis Dabbagh, 
BA'74, and husband live in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Adnan 
works as a technical represen­
tative in Europe for Saud i 
Arabian Airlines. 

Dragatsi, Eleftheria Themis­
tocleous, A.S.'74 was appoint­
ed Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Nicosia Alumnae Chapter. 

El-Malek, Karen Brobst 
BA '75, and husband Sharafuci'­
dine have two children, Shiera 
(41/2) and Sati (3 1/ 2). They 
are planning to return to Su­
dan within a year. Their cur­
rent address is: 

5645 S. Maryland 
Apt. 2, Chic_ago, 111. 60637 

U.S.A. 

Farsoun Mimi Badran, 
BA'77, and husband Michel 
are the proud parents of their 
first child, Emile, born on 
April 1977. Michel runs his 
own marketing research com­
pany. They live on Makdessi 
St., Ras Beirut. 

Husseini, Rayya, BA'75, 
and Sameh Moghrabi got mar­
ried in September 1975. Sa­
meh works in an insurance 
company while Rayya teaches 
in AI-Dawha School, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

Khoury, Antoine H., 
AS'73, and Anne E. Drake 
were married in July, 1977 in 
Berea, Kentucky, U.S.A. Con­
gratulations. 

Loizou, Thalia, B/\ '74, and 
George Nicolaou were ,narricd 
in July, in Larnaca, Cyprus. 
Congratulations. 

Maze, Marianne, Ex.'73, re­
turned to the U.S.A. from Le­
banon in 1973 and graduated 
from Georgetown University, 
Washington D.C. in May 1977. 
Congratu lations. 

Najarian, Nora, BA'70, is a 
ticket agent in a travel agency 
in New York. Her address is: 

524 Third Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215 

U.S.A. 
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o4.lumnae C}lew~ <:Brief'6 
( Conli{'lued lrom previous page ) 

Marianne Maze 

Oelschlager, Kay, BA'73, is 
engaged Lo be married. She is 
teaching mu!>ic in schools and 
privately. Her address i!>: 

4 11 1/2 Depot SL. 
Bl issrield, Ml 49228 

U.S.A. 

Shayboub, Lina Mashalani, 
BA '77, and husbdnd Sarmad 
are the proud parents or a 
baby girl, Rawan. Their son, 
Toufic is Lwo years old. 

Shamel,~ Haya, BA'75, is a 
social worker al the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Affairs 
in Bahrdin. 

Wahhab, Jami/eh Al-Farr, 
BA'73, has a three-year-old 
son, Ibrahim. Jamilch graduat­
ed this year with a Master 's 
degree from Cali fornia State 
Universi ty , Sacramento, in 
Behavioral Sciences in Educa­
Lion with concentration in 
Statistics and Research. Her 
thesis deals wilh Nu trition and 
Brain Funclion, showing the 
effect of Malnutrition on Men­
tal Function, Learning and Be­
hdvior. Congratulations. 

Zeidan, May A bu Fad ii, 
BA'73, worked for a time al 
Lhe Y.W.C.A., Beirut, and is 
now al home caring for her 
one-year-old son. 

Zeidan, Fabiola Tawil, BA '71 , 
is teaching at the National 
College in Shweifat. Randa, 
her daughter, is two years old. 

All alumnae are 

invited to send in 

news and lette rs 

for publication in 

the Bulletin 




