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50th Anniversary 
Inaugural Celebrations by James Laster 

Amid smiling faces. distinguished guests That same afternoon, the formal dedica -
and under cloudy skies, t he Beirut College tion of the New Fine Arts Building and 
for Women celebrated Founders' Day, de- the Gymnasium took place before invited 
dicated two new buildings and kicked off guests, including representa tives from 
the 50th Anniversary Fund Campaign ! many institut ions and foundations within 
Needless to say. it was a busy fo ur days. t•he city. 
but ones filled wirh hope and promise for The Gulbenkian Theater of the Fine 
the growth and the development of BCW Arts Center was •the scene of -the ceremony 
and its role in the life of women in the presided over by Dr. William H. Schechter. 
Middle East. Dr. F rances Gray spoke briefly of her 

Thursday, November 26 ma rked the 47th reminiscences on the 40~h Anniversary 
observance of Founders' Day. At the in- Campa ign which had resulted in sizeable 
vitation of ~he A}umnae Associatio n, Dr. grants given by the GuJbenkian Founda­
Rhoda Orme and Dr. F rances Gray graced tion and the Ford Foundation making 
the stage of Irwin H all for this histor-ic these two buildings possible. The Director 
occasion. Gene ral of Education of Lebanon, Dr. 

After o pening remarks hy Dr. Marie Joseph Zarour. spoke on the important role 
Sabri, and the Invocation by D r. Fennelly, BCW has played throughout the past years. 
the CHORALE, under the direction o f The BCW CHORALE again presented an 
Professor James Laster, presented the an- anthem. 
them, « We Pra ise T hee O God >. 

Dr. Orme recalled many of the rich ex­
periences she had had while serving as the 
Academic Dean from 1948 to 1964 : only 
two buildings on the campus o f the Junior 
College. microscopic office space. one tele­
phone line and Dr. Stoltzfus ' shaggy dog ! 
But. she stressed t he unique qualities of the 
BCW graduate that have been made in the 
past, especially in t1he field of social ser­
vices ... an area for contribution still open 
to today's student. 

Dr. Frances Gray, president of BCW 
from I 959 to 1965, brought her warm 
greetings from the sis ter institution, Dam­
avand College, in Teheran, Iran, where she 
is now president. She told of that school's 
growm and expansio n over the last few 
years. 

Following these two speeches, Dr. Sabri 
then presided over the presenta tio n of the 
Raif Khoury awa rd, the Stoltzfus award, 
and the Olga Shammas awards to out­
standing and deserving students in ~he form 
of financial assistanc:e. The latter were 
made by Mrs. Shammas personally. 
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Changing University Roles 
Friday evening, a m ost stimulating panel 

discussion on the ChanPing R oles in Uni­
versity Education took place in ~he Gul­
benkian Theater. 1-t was moderated by Dr. 
E lie Salem, who gave a brief summary of 
the situation of University E ducation in 
the 70's. 

The panelists included Dr. Cons tantine 
Zurayk and Dr. Samir Thabet from the 
American University of Beirut, Dr. Gilbert 
Bilezikian , President of H aigazian College, 
and Dr. William H. Schechter, President 
of BCW. In addition to ~heir prepared 
statements, each panelist commented on 
the questions which were raised from the 
floor. 

Closing in the eastern end of the College 
Green are the two new buildings which 
add s•uch an exci-ting visual aspect to the 
BCW Campus. 

Inside the Fine Arts Center is the Gul­
benkian Theater. This exciting ha-11 is built 
on the s1yle of a Greek amphitheater, seat­
ing 350 people in comfortable tomato -red 
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seats, in a I 80" span. One's eyes are im­
mediately attracted to the red rafters which 
form the ceiling and hide the stage lights, 
ventila•ting equipment, and loud speakers. 
On the s ide walls are stark globe-shaped 
lamps, an idea continued in t!be stairwell of 
the building. 

In addition to this exciting theater, the 
Fine A rts Center houses classrooms, offi­
ces, the CHORALE rchearsa,J room, art 
studies as well as extt:nsive drama facili­
ties. D uring the week, the gallery on ~be 
top floor held an outstanding exhibition 
of works by leading Lebanese artists. 

The Gymnasium immediately next door 
contains a dance studio, swimming pool, 
a nd offices for the Physii.:al E ducation de­
partment. Two tennis courts are on the 
roof, while space for bowling alleys, !ihough 
not yet completed, a re in the •lo wer base­
ment. 

Inaugural Concert 

The concert held on Saturday evening, 
November 28, gave the Theater its first 
true test as far as acoustics are concerned . 

. The Quator du Liban played the C 
minor Q uartet, O pus 18, No. 4 of Beet­
hoven to open ~he program, as well as 
mark the Beethoven b i-centennial. They 
returned to conclude the evening with the 
exciting Quartet No. 2 by the late Anis 
Fuleihan, a work of strong linear beauty 
as well as touches of Arabic folk music 
quality. 

Dr. A lvarez Bulos presented t hree solos 
« D id You Not See My Lady> by H andel: 
«L'Amour de Moi>. n 15th century French 
chanson, and « H ark, the Echoing Air l > 
by Purcell. H e was followed by the Ar­
men,ian soprano, Arp ine Pehlivanian, who 
san!l. ~he « . Alleluia '> by Mozart, a very 
exciting arm from the Armenian opera 
« Archak > and Aria from « D on Pas­
quale > by Donizetti. 

After the intermission, Dr. Bulos a,od 
Miss Pehlivanian sang three duets from 
operas by Mozart. James LaS<ter and Bar­
bara H all played the « Petite Suite '> by 
Claude Debussy for four-bands, one piano. 

MAY 1971 

The Concert was very succe56ful as it 
gave people a chance to ,hear the acoustics 
in this striking ball in both voca.J and in­
strumental performance. I t also combined 
Lebanese, as well as BCW faculty, wi4h 
a representative from the Armenian Com­
munity, and from the Ford Foundation in 
the inaugural concert. 

Gala Dinner 

The fi nal event in this busy week was 
the d inner M the Carlton H otel for the 
50>th Anniversary Development Fund. 
Guests from various parts of the Beirut 
community assembled for evening cocktails 
in the lounge before the elegant dinner. 

Mr. Olaf Haddad a.::ted as m aster of cere­
monies for the evening and introduced t!be 
four speakers : Dr. Schechter. who out ­
lined the needs of BCW over this five-year 
plan in terms of fi nancial as well as cnr­
riculum development; Mr. J ose A bizaid , 
C hairman of the Development Committee 
from the Board of Management. who 
spoke on the advancing role of women in 
the world and the need for continued edu­
oatiion within 4be Arab world; Mrs. 
Jeanette H itti, president of th e A lumnae 
Associat,ion, who spoke on the role of the 
BCW alumnae in this 50th Anniversary 
drive; and finally, H is Excellency, Mr. 
Adel Osseiran, former speaker of the 
Chamber of Deputies, who called for 
strong support of BCW and who being a 
close foend of t he College, has personally 
witnessed the contribution that a gO'Od 
number of i,ts alumnae have given to their 
communities. 

This type of celebration in the develop­
ment of an institution allows one to play 
the role of Janus - to recall warm me­
mories, as well as to project into the fu­
ture. For 1those of us who were fortunate 
enough to be here at •this time, it was a 
significant moment, for it was the realiza­
tion of ma ny hopes _and dreams, and t he 
launching of new ones. 
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The Fine Aris Center housing the Gulbe.nkian Theater, facully offices and a rl slud.ios. 

Mrs. Jeannette Hitti, speaking for the alumnae at lhe inaugural dinner. 
From left : Mrs. Schechter, His Excellency Adel Osse iran. Presidcnl Schechter, Mrs. Hitti, 
Mr. O. Haddad, Dr. J . Markarian, Dr. Frances Gray and Mr. S. Ha idar . 
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ORPHE US Choir Christmas concert conducted by Dr. Alvarez Bulos a t the Gulbenkian 
Theater. 

DISTINGUISHED GATHERIN G : Audience attending the a lumnae spons:ired program 
of c Theatre de JO H eurcs >. A mong the dislinguished guests were : His Excellency Kamel 
a l As 'ad, M r. & M rs. Riyad Taha and Mr. ajib Salba. 
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Recent Excavations 
. 
Ill Lebanon 

Mr. Roger Saidah, Curator of the Na­
tional Museum of Beirut, Assis<tant Direct­
or General of Antiquities and Lecturer in 
Classical Archeology at AUB, gave a lec­
ture in the Alumnae Lounge on January 
19. He spoke on «Recent Archeologioal 
Research in Lebanon. » 

This was the second lecture in the series 
on « Archeological Places of Interest in 
Lebanon and Syria. » 

Mr. Saidah opened his lecture wit-h some 
interesting information regarding the acti­
vities of the Department of Antiquities and 
stated : (a) .that the Department is current­
ly exoavating fi!teen ancient sites and res­
toring an equal number of ancient monu­
ments, (b) that six foreign expeditions have 
been active in the Lebanon during 1970, 
and (c) that very important discoveries 
have taken place during this same year. 

The recent activities include excavations 
from the Prehistoric Period down to the 
Byzantine Era. In the Beka' near the vil­
lage of fob-Jennine, the oldest human 
stone implements have been found. Thesa 
belong to the Palaeolithic Period (Stone 
Age) about 300,000 - 400,000 years ago. 

Along the coastal region extending be­
tween Nahr Ibrahim and Khaldeh, some 
57 interesting sites have •been located rang­
ing from this early Stone Age down to the 
MesoJi,thic Age. Such sites include wrious 
prehistoric caves with stratified deposits 
dating from the time of the Neanderthal 
Man (125,000 - 50,000 years ago). 

The Asfurieh Cave, the best preserved, 
is ne11r Nahr Ibrahim. It contained many 
chipped stone tools. broken bones of ani­
mals which the prehistoric occupants bad 
eaten, and much evidence of fire in the 
deposits. 

Other caves excavated include the Mas­
loukh Cave near Madfoun river north of 
Byblos, the Koue Cave near the village of 
Batroumine (10 kms. south of Tripoli), and 
the rock shelter of Ksar 'Aqil near Ante­
lias. 
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summarized by Suad Katul 

A much nearer period in time brings us 
to the discovery of the Ancient Cemetery 
in Sidon. The Cemetery was used as a 
bur ial ground from t-he 14th century BC 
to the Early Roman period. 

The graves belong to three distinct pe­
riods: 

a. Late Hellenistic and Early Roman, 
2nd century BC - I &t century A.D. 

b. Late Age, 6th - 5th century B.C. 
c. Late Bronze Age, 14th - 13th cen­

t·ury B.C. 
Abundant ma.teria,I has been found in 

these burial grounds consisting of pottery, 
scarabs , bronze weapons, ivory cosmetic 
boxes, faience beads, bracelets and neckla­
ces. These objects display an interesting 
variety of origin - Egypt, Cyprus, Aegea 
bes.ides Phoenicia itself. 

The Cemetery was superimposed on a 
Chalcolithic settlement (dating to the 4th 
millenium BC). 

Another recent place excavated and pro­
ved very intere&ting is the site at Tell 
Kam~d el-Loz in the Beka' near Lake 
Karaoun. 

Near the temple and the palace-fortress 
previously excavated, fragments of pottery 
with incised alphabetical ktters have been 
found which are o! Semitic origins and are 
believed by the excavator to be older than 
the inscriptions on the Ahiram Sarcopha­
gus from Byblos. 

Other interesting finds at Kamed el-Loz 
are the abundance of Cypriot and Mycena­
ean pottery which shed more light on the 
international .trade relations of the Late 
Bronze Age in the Eastern Mediterranean 
wor,ld. 

At Sarafand or Ancient Sarepta, exca­
vations were resumed in April 1970 but 
with a change of site to a locality a few 
100 meters to the north east, known as 
Ras Minet el-Kantara. 

What has been uncovered so far shows 
evidence of a Phoenician city on the pro­
per soil of Phoenicia belonging to the first 
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'11.DIT,RA.ANl!.AN 

'" 

SOU'H41i.'l1'4 •r 

liGYPl'IAH MA.R.80UR 

Tyre . . Site of Excavations 

miHenimn BC, i.e. during ,the Golden Age 
of Phoenicia when its vessels coasted the 
shores of Greece and reached Spain, Sicily, 
Sardenia and North Africa. 

The excavations here also show evidence 
·o! an earlier settlement reaching to about 
1400 BC. 

Khaldeh is another important site yield­
ing slowly its secrets. 

What has been uncovered so far shows 
3 important occupation levels within the 
Roman Period. T wo to three meters under 
it are traces of a town belonging to the 
Graeco-Persian Period (5th - 4th Cen­
tury BC). This was found to be super­
imposed upon an extensive Phoenician 
Iron Age Cemetry (11th - 8th century 
BC). 

The 1970 campaign brought the dis­
covery of a bronze statuette dating to the 
Late Bronze Age (13th century BC). 

At Khan Kha,Jdeh, a fow miles south of 
the Khaldeh excavations, work has yielded 
important traces of an ex•tensive Late R o­
man settlement. 

Soundings carried out on the southern 
slope of Khan Khaldeh have revealed 
foundations of Middle Iron A ge dwellings 
(~th --:-- 7th century BC) built over a pre­
historic Middle Palaeolithic camp site 
(60,000 years BC). 
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Mr. Sa.idah spoke then about the activi­
ties carried out at the excavation sites of 
Tyre and pointed out to t-he three main 
areas thoroughly excavated : 

a. The Roman and Byzantine Necro­
polis includes tombs. sarcophagi, and a co­
lonnaded avenue and a gateway in the form 
of a three-bay stone arch. The U-shaped 
hippodrome is among the biggest and be1>·t 
preserved of the Ancient Roman world. 

b. The area of the southern or Egypt­
ian harbor includes a 4th century A.D. 
marble and mosaic paved avenue, an ex­
tensi,ve Roman bath and a squared palaes­
tra with granite columns. 

c. The Crusaders' Cat-hedral was found 
to be superimposed on a late Roman street. 

Mr. Saidah concluded his very informat­
ive leoture, which he had supplemented 
with slides, by raising a few questions re­
garding the prospects for the future, and 
by recommending that various measures 
be taken to save « Lebanon's Past » from 
being destroyed by public or private enter­
prises, and to create a public awareness of 
the importance of the work of the Depart­
ment of Antiqu,ities. 

This, he said. could be achieved by pub­
lishing promptly all reports about exoava­
'tions, teams etc ... and by establishing re­
gional museums, site museum5 and local 
village museums. 
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New Book 

'~Beirut­
Cossroads 
Of Cultures" 

«Beirut - Crossroads of Cultures,; is the 
second publication sponsored by the Salwa 
Nassar Foundation for Lebanese Studies. 
The first one was entitled « Cultural Re­
sources in Lebanon ,, ; and appeared in 
November 1969. 

In this volume ten distinguished 6cholars, 
mostly university professors, and represent­
ing many cultural communities in Beirut, 
have tackled various aspects of the city 
of Beirut in its historical, cultural and 
sociological realms. 

These studies were originally delivered 
in a series of lectures organized by the 
Foundation and <held at BCW in Novem­
ber 1969. They appear in the original lan­
guage used by the author - in this case, 
in English and French. 

At first glance the reader may get the 
impression that there is a lack of unity in 
this book. 

The authors differ in style, language and 
method of approach. The studies range 
from the scientific enumeration and inter­
pretation of historical evidence to the sub­
jective approach of citizens living in this 
Mediterranean metropolis, being involved 
in its ferment of cultural heritage, and 
concerned for its future development. 

However, they all attest to the fact that 
Beirut has become a major intellectual, 
cultural and commercial center in the Mid­
dle East ; and therefore a careful study of 
this city helps the reader to understand the 
patterns of change and development in the 
rest of this area. 

The second point which can be inferred 
from these studies, and on which they seem 
to agree, is that a,]I through its history, 
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from the ancient to the modern times, 
Beirut has been characterized by a mosaic 
of cultures and inflow of Eastern and 
Western races, which have intermingled 
and flourished on its shores. 

This multi-colored pattern of life has 
cons,tituted its strength and capacity for life 
and endurance; at the same time it has 
been a determining factor in robbing it 
of its real personality and accentuating its 
so-called characteristic of its levantinism. 

What is the real face of Beirut; what are 
the facts of its history; its contributions 
and failures; what constitutes its ugliness 
and •beauty; and what are the possibilities 
of its future ? These are some of the urgent 
vital questions tackled by the authors; and 
for which you may find an answer while 
reading this vivid and peculiar record of 
the city of Beirut. 

In the introduction, Dr. Elie Salem, 
Chairman of the Middle East area Program 
at the American University of Beirut, and 
a member of- the S.N.F., points out to the 
responsibility of the intellectual « to con­
struct a model of the ideal city we want 
Beirut to be >. 

This model should involve attempts at 
beautifying the physical Jandsca·pe, improv­
ing the architecture, and introducing gar­
dens, playgrounds and recreational centers 
in the city. Ultimately ,his vision is of a 
« Beirut governed by will, not by inertia; 
will is the greatest conqueror;> he says. 

In his historical study of Ancient Beirut, 
Dr. William Ward, professor of History at 
the American University of Beirut, points to 
the great di fficulties in the way of writing 
a real history of ancient Beirut. However, 
he mana,ges to shed some ·light on the signi­
ficance of archaeological material excavat­
ed in Beirut. 

Interpreted within the « broader histori­
cal perspective of t·he whole Syro-Lebanese 
Coast ,;, 1his historical evidence, scarce 
though it may be, reveals a great deal of 
the history of this ancient city, which must 
have existed since the 18th Century B.C. 

( cont. on next page ) 
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"Theatre de 10 Heures" at B.C. W. 

SATIRICAL SHOW : Actors of « Theatre de JO Heures , performing a rn ue of humor and 
local political satire at the Gulbenkfan Theater. 

On two nights the Gulbenkian Theater 
witnessed a full house attendance of alum­
nae and fr iends of BCW who enjoyed an 
entertaining program presented by the po­
pular « Theatre de l O Heures » on Feb-

: ruary 28 and March l. 

« Beirut in the Middle a•ges ,; and 
« Beirut under the Ottoman » are two 
chapters dealt with in French by two 
French Scholars, living in Beirut. 

Francis Hours, the provincial superior of 
the Near East province and the Society of 
Jesus contributed the first one and Henri 
Jalabert, S.J. who is an archivi t at the 
University of St. Joseph, Beirut is the 
author of the second one. 

Studies on the architecture, schools, city 
planning, foreign commuoi,ties and ethnic 
composition of Beirut a re informative, sti­
muJating. and challenging. 

If you want to know something about 
« The five 1111ajor confluences in Lebanon 
which determine it as a crossroads of cul­
tures >, read the last chapter contributed 
by Dr. Charles Malik. 

Islam -and Christian'ity, Arabism and 
Westernism, Russian Communism and 
Western Liberalism, Tourism and Inter­
national trade are the main influences 
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11his program, the proceeds of which go 
to the Student Aid Fund, was sponsored by 
the Alumnae Association. The profit am­
ounted to L.L. 12,000 and marked one of 
the most successful projects organized by 
the Association. 

which have shaped the destiny of Lebanon. 
The « Wasted tragedies •. of the Lebanese 
people, the problem of emigration, t.he rise 
aad fall of great families in Beirut are 
some challenging to pics worthy of explora­
tion and analysis, according to Dr. Malik : 

How can a country like Lebanon, with 
its « bewilder·ing mosaic of cultures ,, 
exist. is the obvious question. According 
to the au~hor there are three ba ic condi­
tions which are freedom, depth and respect. 

The book is for sale -at the BCW Mail 
Box offices for L.L. l O per copy. Funds 
for its publication were ecured by the 
request made to t he Beirut College for 
Women ·by Dr. SaJwa C. Nas ar, late pro­
fessor of Physics at the American Univer­
si ty of Beirut and President of the Beirut 
College fo r W omen from 1965-67. 

ajla T. Akrawi, Chairman of 
Salwa Nassar Foundation for 
Lebanese Studies 
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A Feminie Touch 

"It Takes 
More-~Flair 
Than:Money ... " 

by Prunia Abizaid 

I plagiarized the title of this article from 
a long-forgotten magazine advertisement, 
because, though a cliche, it is tme- real 
style, be it in the way one dresses, the way 
one decorates a home, or merely in the 
way one a rranges a group of ·perfume bot­
tles on a dressing table, is not for sale on 
the open market. If it were, there would ·be 
no nouveaux riches ! 

So with our well-worn cliche in mind, 
Jet's look at that ,ponderous subject, Inter­
ior Design. 

For most young homemakers the task 
o f setting up a first home is encumbered by 
several seemingly immovable stumbling 
blocks. 

A major one is often a limited budget. 
Another can be conflicting « advice » 
urged on her by well-meaning friends and 
fam ily. 

And certainly the neophyte homemaker 
experiences a certain amount of indecision 
(if not downri,ght panic !) when faced with 
the multitudes of styles of furniture, cur­
tains, rugs, accessories and general para­
phenalia which a re available. 

Here let me say that all this is by no 
means restricted to the newly-married. 
Many of us oldly-married feel a tremend­
ous urge to « do something » about the 
house wi,thout one concrete idea of what 
to do, what to change, where to start. 

Often the furniture which one set up 
house with will ·have seen several years of 
tiny feet and fi ngers, and now that the 
darlings a re older, it's t ime to « do some­
thing. » What ? 

Start by deciding what you like. Here 
library books on the subject of interior 
design, those gorgeous glossy magazines 
full of una ttainable rooms, furniture show 
rooms, are invaluable. 
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With your family, choose a dozen or so 
rooms that you all agree on-ones you'd 
enjoy Jiving in if they were ma·gically trans­
ported into your household. That's the 
easy part. 

The ·ha rd part is analyzing them. What 
is it about a certain room that appeals to 
you ? Are the colors basica}l}y different 
from the ones you've been surrounded by 
for the past ten years ? What about light ? 
Often our apartments wit-h t.heir inevitable 
center-hung light fixture and pair of wall 
'appliques' are very badly lighted. 

May be your ideal room uses mainly 
solid color fabrics and rugs while your 
present furni ture runs to flowers and pat­
terns. Or vice versa. Look at the wacrls. Are 
they papered and important, or a re they 
neutral back,grounds against which more 
splashy furniture is displayed ? 

Besides the actual furniture--chairs, 
sofas, tables, etc.--what -gives your dream 
room its particular charm or fla,vor ? Per­
haps there is a group of interesting prints 
on one wall counter0 balanced by a plain 
wall interru,pted only by a huge hanging 
basket of ferns. Are there practical features 
you covet - bookshelves, music center, 
magazine rack ? 

Once you •have anadyzed your dozen 
ideal rooms you should have a better idea 
of what you really like, as opposed to what 
you 've grown accustomed to, like Eliza 
Doolittle's face. 

And now look ver y objectively at what 
you -have. Obviously, no one would throw 
out three rooms of Queen Ann and replace 
it a ll wit-h plexiglas furnirure and goat skin 
rugs ! At least, not all at once. But, if you 
feel l'ha t there is a touch of chrome and 
plexiglas in your soul, by all means don't 
squelch it completely. 

Often a teenager yearns to express him­
self through his surroundings; ,here's a good 
place for you to experiment, him to dearn, 
and both of you ,to share in a pleasant, 
creative experience. Another room for ex­
perimentation is often a guest room. Or 
even a guest bathroom. Better still, a 
mountain summer house or a beach cabin. 
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Experiment with colors by painting 
(yourself, naturally) very inexpensive, pos­
sibly second-hand, tables and chairs. Even 
whole walls can be m ade into lovely swirls 
of color. A can of paint is not an earth­
shaking investment, and i-f you work on 
cheap pine furn i,ture (which can always be 
repainted later) you can actually live with 
colors for a while before taking a larger 
(and more expensive) step. 

When you have a t last decided to under­
take a major change, such as recovering a 
sofa, take your t ime. Most material stores 
will 1be happy to give you a sample (a large 
one, please !) or even send a bolt of fabric 
.to your home so tha.t you can see if the 
chosen texture and color will fit in happily. 

Be sure to look at your material in what­
ever artificia,l light it will be subjected to; 
many people overlook this detail, often 
with disastrous effects ! 

And di:m't overlook the o bvious, instant­
redecorating effect achieved by simply re­
arranging furn iture. Try off-beat combina-

-tions of pieces and colors; you may find 
some.thing you like welJ enough to leave it 
t hat way for a long time. 

Rehang your pictures, too. Your di ning 
room picture will take on a completely 
different aspect when hung in the entrance 
haJ.I , fo r example. 

Invest in a few hardy indoor plants and 
see ·how much life they add to things. Try 
grouping several together on a single table 
rather than scattering them a'bout; they 
like huddling together and they take on 
added im portance as a focal point of green, 

Keep fresh ,flowers, be t·hey ever so few, 
in all the rooms of your ho use, not just 
the reception area. A spray of cherry b los­
soms bd ngs a special kind of sunshine to 
a back -hallway on a gloomy February 
day! 

But above all, have fun ! So much of 
routine ·homemaking can be tedious. Let 
your individual approach to furnishing 
your home be a creative outlet and a source 
of artistic fulfillment for you. Happy de­
corating. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Our condolences to Professor Thurayya Malhas whose father passed 

away 1n Amman on August 25, 1970 In Amman, Jordan. 
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Nlmat Aloul BA'57 who 

passed ~way in N'ablus after a long illness. -
Condolences to Helen Hablby and Haifa Heidinger on t he death of 

their fa;ther Mr. Wadi Isawl on J anuary 4, 1971. 
Mr. Pascal Habash passed away on December 31, 1970. Our deep 

sympathy to his wife, Mrs. Lillian Kutteh Habash BA'57, and to his 
family. 

Condolences to Mrs, Hilda Mousa Said on the death of her husband 
Mr. WIiliam Said, who passed away in Beirut on February 5, 1971. ' 

Our deep condolences to Misses Madeleine and Bayzar Keosheyan 
on t he death of their father who passed away on February 2, 1971 in 
Beirut. 

Our condolences to Mrs. Najla Blsharat of Amman, Jordan, whose 
husband, Mr. Kamal Blshar at, passed away on January 12, 1971 in Beirut. 
He is survived by h is wife, three sons and four daughters. 

Eugenie Abu Chedld AA'30 passed away after a long Illness on March 
12, 1971 in Beirut. The deceased was a well known pharmacist and 
earlier was Professor of Chemistry in Baghdad College. Our deepest 
conodolences to the Abu Chedld family par ticularly to Dr. Adma Abu 
Chedld, h er sister and former member of the BCW Board of Man age­
ment. 
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Let Us Help ... ! 

BCW 50th Anniversary Fund 1970-1975 
Beirut College for Women, the only uni­

versity !eve,! college for women in the Mid­
dle East, ifeels continuously the need for 
expansion. Expansion necessary to cope 
with the needs of a youth wining to be 
trained and prepared for the ever growing 
difficulties in the world of tomorrow. 

For such a worthwhile task the 50th 
Anniversary Fund bas been launched. This 
is a carefully conceived five-yea,r fund­
ra-ising drive to yield ten million Lebanese 
pounds, required for the fulfiHment of the 
educational objectives durin•g -the decisive 
years to come. 

With these objectives in mind, natural 
and social sciences and fine arts have been 
given special consideration : by arranging 
a general redesign of the program and by 
preparing the fund-raising ddve necessary 
to keep and enlarge this program. 

A general redesign of the college courses 
has divided them into five main groups : 
1 - Natural Sciences - Chemistry, Ma­

thematics, Computer Science etc. 
2 - Social Science - Economics, Psycho­

logy, Secretarial Studies etc. 
3 - Language and Education_ - Teacher 

Education, Special Arabic, Linguist­
ics, Intensive English. 

4 - Literature and Communication -
Arabic, English, Drama and Play 
Production, Communication Media, 
Journalism, European Literature and 
Library Science. 

5 - Huma nities - Studio Art, Interior 
Design, Music, Cultural Studies, 
Philosophy, Religion, History, Art 
History and Art Aprreciation. 

The following projects will be financed 
by the 50th Anniversary Fund : 
1 - Campus Expansion - To buy an 

adjacent plot of land still vacant : 
500,000 doHars. 

2 - Student Aid Program - A yearly 
support of 100,000 dollars required 
from alumnae and friends. 

14 

3 - Library Promotion - New books 
and publications to keep pace with 
changing times : 125,000 dolla.rs. 

4 - Educational Equipment - Equip­
ment fo r language, audiovisual and 
science laboratories, radio and tele­
vision studios, a small computer for 
computer science (the first such edu­
cational program in Lebanon) : 
295,000 dollars. 

5 - College Endowment - The College 
has set an initial 5-year target of 
1,000,000 dollars to provide endowed 
Professorial Chairs, and financial aid 
for students through work, grants 
and loans. 

6 - Develo pment Expansion - B.C.W. 
marked another turning point in its 
history this year by setting up a long 
needed permanent development and 
relations program, with the specializ­
ed staff necessary to keep its alumnae 
and friends informed about its pro­
gram of education and service to the 
Middle East and to enlist their sup­
port in the Fund. 

Alumnae Gifts 
Alumnae donations will be used as fol­

lows: 
1 - Purchase of land - 200 L.L. a Draa 

(paid cash. or by installements) . 
2 - Na1111ing of rooms - 3,000 L.L. (paid 

cash or by installements) 
3 - Scholarships. 

Big or small, each friendly contribution 
to its 50th Anniversary Fund will enable 
BCW to .take one more step towards the 
full maturity it need~ for success in its 
gigantic task of buildin·g a bett~r tomorr?w 
for educated men and. women m the Mid­
dle East. 

More than 3500 out-going students and 
graduates from BCW have the chance to 
help. Why not take it ? 
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sence In classes and study­
Ing on the outdoor benches 
does mark a change. The 
Community College to 
which they are admitted 

1 seems to meet a real need, 
with Its many practical 
programs, even Computer 
Science. 

Special Message 
From Dr. Orme 

Dr. Rhoda Orme, f ormer 
Academic Dean, graciously 
accepted the invitation ex­
t ended to her by the alum­
nae and BCW D evelopment 
O ltice to come to Beirut 
and attend the 50th An­
niversary inaugural celeb­
rations. Upon h er return to 
New York, D r. Orme sent 
the following words ad­
dressed t o all those who 
m ade her visit possible : 

I wish I could convey to 
you the full depth of my 
appreciation for that truly 
wonderful gift of three 
weeks In my second home, 
Lebanon, with the opportu­
nity It afforded to see so 
many of you and to become 
reacgualnted with the Col­
lege. 

There Is nothing In the 
world like Lebanese hospi­
tality- and I fully enJ oyed 
more than my share of It. 
If any of you come to the 
States, please remember 
that I am In the Manhat­
tan phone book and know 
that It would be a Joy to 
welcome you here. 

I t was exciting to see the 
changes at BCW : the two 
new buildings are some­
thing to be proud of and 
I was glad to see that they 
did not encroach much on 
the still beautiful green 
campus. 

Young men on campus are 
no novelty, but their pre-
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I was glad to learn that 
the B.A. and B.S. are now 
recognized by the govern­
ment as eQulvalent to the 
official « Licence », since 
admission of Lebanese Is 
now limited to those who 
have passed the Baccalau­
reate Part II. 

I only wish I had had 
more time to talk with stu­
dents and facul,ty. Some of 
t he members of the Stu-
dent Council and the So­
cial Service Cabinet whom 
I met Impressed me as 
being mature and know­
ledgeable. 

I am sure that all of you 
are proud of your Alma 
Mater and will cont inue to 
give your best efforts to 
support her. Of course I 
know of the hard work of 
many of you In the Asso­
ciation. I hope the alum­
n ae In the States will res­
pond to the challenge of 
the recently launched Fif­
tieth Anniversary Cam­
paign, too. 

I have already had an 
opportunity to speak to a 
group about you and the 
College and hope for more. 

Also. I am always eager 
to explain the Arab point 
of view to any who will 
listen. I t-hlnk I can safely 
say that Americans are a 
little less Ignorant on this 
than they used to be ! 

My visit was a dream 
come true, a Joy for which 
I can never thank you 
enough. 

May 1971 be a better year 
for your part of the world 
and for all of you person­
ally. Know that I think of 
you often with concern. 

Always, my affection and 
friendship, 

Rhoda Orme 

On and Off 
Campus ... 

Mr. and Mrs. James Las­
ter, both members of BCW 
faculty, left Beirut for t he 
US.A where they will spend 
a six months' leave. 

This so-called leave will 
be a time of study. Mr. 
Laster wlll continue his 
graduate work In music at 
George Peabody College for 
Teachers In Nashville ,Ten­
nessee. 

The Lasters will return to 
BCW with their son Travis 
In October 1971. 

Visit the Campus 
Bring your friends to the 

College. Show them the 
new tennis and basket-ball 
courts, the theater and the 
swimming pool. 

If you happen to be on 
campus between 11 : 45 and 
I :30, you can have lunch 
In the faculty dining room 
for only LL 2. Dinner Is 
also served from 6 till 7: 30 
p.m. Do let Mr. Bitar know 
before hand. 

~lumnae's children and 
friends are welcome. 

Recreational 
Opportunities 

The swimming pool will 
be opened to Alumnae fa­
milies and friends on Sa­
t urday mornings and Sun­
day afternoons. 

Swimming and tennis les­
sons are being organized. 

For more details call the 
Alumnae Office on exten­
sion 29. 
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For the first time In the 
history of the Lebanese 
University a woman has 
been appointed to the post 
of Dean of Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities. The Leba­
nese University board re­
cently elected Dr. Zahleh 
Kaddoura to this Import ant 
post. 

After her graduation 
from BCW in 1939, Zahleh 
pursued her studies at AUB 
where she received her B.A. 
In 1942. In 1951 she receiv­
ed her Ph.D. from the Uni­
versity of Cairo in Arab 
History. 

She ls married to Mo­
hammad Kaffafl, Ph.D. ln 
Oriental Studies from Lon­
don University. 

Prior to her new appoint­
ment early this year, Za­
hleh was the Chairman of 
the History Department at 
the Lebanese University, 
and also a lecturer In Arab 
History at the Arab Uni­
versl ty of Belru t. 

She was one of the foun­
ders of the Lebanese Uni­
versity Women Association 
and bas been Its president 
since 1952. 

Zableh has travelled ex­
tensively in the Arab World 
and represented her coun­
try in a number of Inter­
national conferences. 

She was decorated by the 
Lebanese Government with 
the medal of Merit of Edu­
cation. 

16 

Her numerous publica­
tions include : 

« Aisha, the Mother of 
the Believers > (1947); this 
was her thesis submitted 
for her Masters degree. 

cAs Shu'ublya>, relations 
between the Arabs and the 
Persians during the Abba­
sld Period, which was her 
doctoral dissertation and is 
being published this year. 

« Modern Arab History >, 
first edition published In 
1967 and the second ln 1971, 
and many other articles 
and studies on Arab Hls­
tory and Islamic Thought. 

-t..ellets le 
lAe l~iict 
Miss Lois Bursack, former 

faculty member, is present­
ly at 201 West 5th, Morris, 
Minnesota 56267. 

In a letter to the editor 
or the Alumnae Bulletin, 
Miss Bursack wrote : 

c After leaving BCW in 
September 1969 I joined the 
faculty or the University of 
Minnesota. In September 
1970, I completed all re­
quirements for t he Ph. D. 
and shor tly thereafter was 
promoted to assistant pro­
fessor. 

c For fun I have been 
studying French and this 
summer I will be going to 
Europe where I hope to 
h ave many opportunities to 
use It. 

MI LESTO NES 

Married : 

Mona Akl AA'64 to Mr. 
Ramzl Nahhas on January 
2, 1971 in Beirut. 

Aida Jacir BA'71 to Mr. 
Alphonse David on Decem­
ber 12, 1970 in Beirut. Their 
address is P. 0 . Box 2327, 
Kuwait. 

Samia Hreish AA'69 to 
Mr. Kamal Daccache on 
January 30, 1971 In Beirut. 

Sana' Shayboub AA'64 to 
Mr. Hafeez Sabbagh on Fe­
bruary 21, 1971 in Beirut. 

Born To : 

Magdalene Katul Mroueh 
AA'60 and Mr. Nasslb Mrou­
eh a boy. Karim on Janu­
ary 10, 1971. 

Maha Farah Jezmajian 
BS'59 and Mr. John Jez­
maJlan their first baby, a 
girl. Lana was born on Oc­
tober 29, 1970. The Jezma­
Jlans live In 122 11th Ave. 
Apt. 2A, San Francisco, 
California 94118. 

llham Abu Hamad Sa­
boura EX'70 and Mr. John 
Saboura their first baby, a 
boy. Nabll was born on 
March 13, 1971. Mr. & Mrs. 
Saboura and Nabll llve In 
838 Old Willow Road, 
Wheeling, Ill1nols 60090. 

All our Alumnae readers 

are cordially invited 

to send in more letters 

c Sometime I hope to get f bl" t· 
back to Beirut for a visit. or pu ,ca ,on 
In the meantime I'll have 
to be content to read about in the A lumnae Bulletin 
the exciting events at BCW 
in the Alumnae Bulletin. > 
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New Appointments and 
Honorary A wards to BCW Faculty 

In his new capacity, Dr. 
Rlfka will be responsible 
for the coordination and 
direct supervision of the 
College's six Division Chair­
men and the six faculty­
staff councils relating to 
the Executive CouncU. 

Dr. Mohamed Z. Yakan 
has been appointed BCW 
Director of Development 
beginning March 1, 1971. 

Dr. Yakan will be direct­
ly responsible for conduct­
Ing fund raising programs 

=­
Dr. Rlfka Joined BCW 

faculty In 1966 as Profes­
sor of Western Philosophy, 
and before his new ap­
pointment was Chairman 
of the Humanities Division. 
This latter vacancy was en­
trusted to Mrs. Joan Iblsh. 

both for continuous giving 
and for special purposes. 

Dr. Yakan received his 
M.A. In Political Science at 
the AUB In 1961 and hls 
Ph.D. In Political Science 
from the University of Ml-

Dr. Fuad Rifka was ap­
pointed Acting Academic 
Dean last January at the 
recommendation of Presl­
d.ent Schechter and the 
unanimous approval of the 
Board of Management. 

""I 

chlgan, Ann Arbor, In 1965. 
His fields of specializa­

tion covered international 
relations, international law 
and organization, Interna­
tional economics and poli­
tical theory. 



Dr. Raja T. Nasr has been 
honored with the distinct­
ive title of Fellow by the 
Royal Society of Arts 
(R.S.A.) , London, In reco-

Dr. Riyad Nassar was ap­
pointed Director of BCW's 
Community College Pro­
gram. The Board of Man-
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gnltlon of his many con­
tributions to education in 
the Middle East. 

A few months ago, Dr. 
Nasr was also awarded the 

Fellowship of the Intercon­
tinen ta! Biographical As­
sociation, Dartmouth, Eng­
land. 

agement unanimously ap- BCW since 1965 as Profes­
proved his nomination on sor of Organic Chemistry. 
January 16. 

Dr. Nassar has been at 
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A L UJJI NAE NEWS 

A ctivities 
The Kuwait alumnae 

branch donated two hund­
red Kuwait! dinars design­
ated for the Student A.Id 
Program at BCW. Other 
alumnae In various parts of 
the Mlddle East also don­
ated gifts for the Develop­
ment Fund. To all and each 
of these alumnae the Bul­
letin on behalf of the 
Alumnae Association ex­
tends its deep appreciation 
and gratitude for their 
generous contribution to­
wards a better tomorrow 
for our BCW. 

Iraq - Baghdad 
S1tad Khaltl I smail AA'48 

Is the Minister of Higher 
Education and Scientific 
Research. She Is the first 
woman to head this newly 
established ministry 0970). 

Prior to her recent ap­
pointment Suad was the 
Director of Educational Re­
search Center In the Uni­
versity of Baghdad. 

She ls an active member 
of the Union of Iraqi Wo­
men's Assoclatoin and re­
presented Iraq in a num­
ber of International confe­
rences such as during the 
23rd meeting of the U.N. 
Commission on the Status 
of Women which met in 
Geneva In March 1970. 

Sophie M1tbarak AA'44 Is 
Director of Mansour School 
In Baghdad. 

Sirrla al Khoja AA'39 is 
a senior Ambassador in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Sirrla was the first woman 
to assume the position of 
Consul General of Iraq in 
Lebanon. 

She was also the first 
secretary In India for three 
years and Counselor In 
Bonn, Germany and In 
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Bern, Switzerland was pro­
moted to the rank of Min­
ister Plenipotentiary of 
Iraq. 

Aida Nassif J1treidini 
AA'47 Is married to Dr. 
Amin Jureidln! who ls an 
associate professor at the 
Medical College in Bagh­
dad. 

Widad al Orphaly AA'52 
Is married to a diplomat. 

After she left BCW she 
studied for four years at 
the Fine Arts Institute in 
Baghdad and had five priv­
ate painting exhibitions in 
New York, London, Bonn 
and Amman. 

She has three children. 
Fadhila Dinno AA'35 Is 

retired after teaching for 
thirty-one years. 

Mona Khalaf Lo1tca AA'53 
Is married and has been 
living In Baghdad for the 
last 15 years. She teaches 
Sciences at the Baghdad 
IDgh School In Mansour. 
She has one son who Is 13 
years old. 

M1tniba al Athari al Amin 
BA'50 Is the principal of 
Qadlslya Intermediat e 
School for Girls. She has 
two sons and a daughter. 

Adiba al Athary al Shaw­
waf AA'50 Is director of an 
elementary school. She has 
two sons and a daughter. 

Iraq - Basrah 
S1tad M1tkhtar Okla BA'51 

Is the chairman of the al­
umnae branch In Basrah. 
She Is the headmistress of 
Ashar kindergarten. She 
has three daughters Lella 
14, May 9 and Ruda 4. 

Armenouhi Siyahian 
BA'50 Is teaching English 
at al Batoul Secondary 
School for Girls. 

Suhad K adry al Faddagh 
BA'51 Is a supervisor of 
teachers of the English 
Language In secondary 
school In southern Iraq. 

She Is married to Dr. 
Daoud al Faddagh, a pedia­
trician at the Republic 
Hospital and has three 
children, 2 girls and a boy. 

Rose M1trad Raf fouli 
AA'46 received her BA from 
AUB in 1957. She has two 
sons Khalid and Tariq. 

Saudi Arabia -
Jeddah, Riyadh, 
Dhahran and 
Al Khobar 

Salwa Touma Mayassl 
B A'57 is the chairman of 
the Riyadh alumnae branch 
which was organized last 
December. 

Salwa writes that a num­
ber of alumnae living In 
Riyadh have met over a 
cup of tea and were very 
enthusiastic to meet more 
often. 

Hidayat Ajlany Raad 
AA'52 is working as Inspec­
tor of the English Language 
at the Gener al Directorate 
of Girls' Schools In Riyadh . 
She has two children, a boy 
and a girl. 

N1thad K houry Eid AA'60 
Is the manager of al Gho­
salbi Travel Agency in al 
Khobar. She Is the mother 
of Cesar and Luana. 

Suad Husseini al Jaffali 
AA'53 Is the chairman of 
the alumnae branch in 
Jeddah. She has four child­
ren. 

Nuha Hamza Hamza 
BA'57 is teaching Arabic at 
the Dhahran Aramco Scho­
ol. She· is married and has 
a boy and a girl. 

Labibe Husseini AA'46 Is 
married to Mr. Farouk 
Husseini and has two girls 
and a boy. She Is starting 
two schools In Riyadh. Her 
daughter, Rayya, Is a 
Freshman now at BCW. 

Huda Abu Rustum Kilad­
j ian EX'66 lives in al Kho­
bar and has a baby girl, 
Roula. 
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Arabian Gulf 
Dalal Samra Abu Slei man 

BA'63 ls married to Joseph 
Abou Sleiman, AUB gradu­
ate in Architect ure. They 
have three children. 

Bahia Juma Fakhroo 
BA'64 wlll be in Abu Dhabi 
till the end of this year. 
Her husband is employed 
with BP. Next year they 
will go back to Bahrain 
where Bahia plans to con­
tinue teaching. 

Aida Yanni Khoury BA'65 
is teaching Arabic In Um 
Ammar Secondary School 
for Girls In Abu Dhabi. She 
is married to Mr . Adeeb 
Khoury and has a one year 
old daughter, Nada. 

Nai feh A. Abdo EX'54 is 
working as a secretary with 
the Shell Markets M .E., Ltd. 
in Dubai. 

Shi/a' Abdul Razzaq Sa­
adectdine BA'66 is an In­
spector of Education at the 
Ministry of Education in 
Doha, Qatar. 

Naima Fakhrtt BA'67 
spent a year at Brighton 
College of Arts .in England. 
She ls now working as an 
Art Inspector for the scho­
ols In Bahrain. Her address 
is P. 0 . Box 439, Manama. 

Natma ls the secretary of 
t he Bahraint alumnae 
branch. 

Safiyya D owaigher BA' 61 
1s chairman of the alum­
nae branch In Bahrain and 
ls director of Women's Tea­
cher Training College. 

Mariam Day AbuZ BA'65 
was married two years ago 
to Mr. Hamad Abul, an Eco­
nomics Major graduate of 
AUB. He is t he owner and 
manager of Central Hotel 
In Manama. They have a 
one year old son, All. 

Nelly Saab Nasr AA'61 
1s living in Manama. She 
has a boy of 7 and a girl of 
6 years. 

Iran - Tehran 
Samia al Awar Azraq 

AA'50 is busy keeping house, 
does a lot of entert ainment, 
helps her chlidren with 
their Arable lessons, plays 
bridge and scrabble and 
reads a lot. 

She has been managing 
to visit Lebanon a t least 
once a year mostly during 
t he summer. Samia is the 
chairman of the alumnae 
branch in Teheran. 

Zahra Tabar AAS'68 ls 
working in the Central 
Bank of Iran as a secreta ­
ry to the Deputy Governor. 

Zahra Shahid A /nan 
A.A' 34 1:; ll ving in Tehran 
with her husband, Mr. Ruhl 
Afnan and her two child­
ren. 

Suha!la K alali EX'66 ls 
married to Mr. Mohammed 
Reza Mahdavi and has two 
children. 

Frieda Kazemi BA'69 is 
working as an analyst in 
the central bureau of bud­
geting in p~an organization. 

Miscellaneous 
Helen Abdel-Nur Khoury 

BA'62 left Kuwait with her 
husband, Mr. Sa rni Khoury 
and d'lugh"er and now live 
tn Beirut. Their new ad­
drass ls ('omfort Bulldlng, 
Eth floor No. 7, Rue M'me 
Curie. 

Nicole Ghazal AA'69 is 
studying in Llndenwood 
College, St. Charles, Mis­
souri for her BA in Politi­
cal Science which she ex­
pects to receive in May 
1971. 

Nicole spent the month 
of January ln Beirut pre­
paring a survey for her 
major entitled « The Poli­
t ical Socialization of Leba­
nese School Children (9-13 
yrs)>. 

Mrs. .Antoin ette Butros 
Wakim BA'56 ls teaching 
Math. and Physics at the 
Sidon Evangelical School 
for Girls. Mr. Waklm is also 
a teacher at the Gerard 
School in Sidon. 

They have three children, 
Raja 12, Amal 7 and Mona 
4. 

Miss Waf a' al G1iawi 
BA' 61 from Damascus visit­
ed the Alumnae Office and 
complained about the lack 
of news of her classmates 
in the Bulletin. Help us 
please her and tell us about 
you, ye Class of '61.. . 

A group of alumnae in 
Beirut, Ilham Asrtawi Abd­
dul B a}ct A A'60, Hala Masri 
Fakhry BA'57 and May Naj­
; ar Rtchani BA'63 have 
star ted a crochet project. 
Bedspreads, tablecloths, 
s toles, lampshades are 
made 1n colorful threads 
and modern patterns. 

An exhibition and a fa­
shion show is being plan­
ned. 

Anne S. Fletcher AAS'70 
ls presently in Salisbury, 
Rhodesia where she ls em­
ployed as Public Relations 
Officer at a private college 
called Commercial Careers 
College. Anne ls enjoying 
her new job. 

ln her letter to the edit ­
or of the Bulletin Anne 
writes : « I miss Beirut and 
all the wonderful frelnds I 
made. » She looks forward 
to hearing from them at 
her address : 76 Twenty­
dales Road, Hatfield, Salis­
bury. Rhodesia. 




