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Message from BCW President 
This message to the Alumnae is written after three months at BCW 

and following my r eturn from a fund raising trtp to the States. 
These three months have been exciting, challenging ones. My wife 

and I thoroughly en;oy beautiful Lebanon and its wonderful people. The 
staff of the College have given us a warm welcome and have been 
patient with my impatience in studying and changing the program of 
BCW. 

Changes have been made rapidly. The faculty and staff members 
are working hard to implement the new programs and management 
techniques. The cooperation received has been unbelievably good, /or 
which I am most grateful. 

Our goal is a renewed BCW that takes full advantage of its wonder­
ful record of accomplishment written in the lives of its many alumnae. 

We see a new relationship to our sister institutio11s, a more vital 
social service program involving our students significantly, a11d a new 
experimental educatio11al program that has the pote11ttal of servi11g a 
large group of student s which have been de11ied the be11eftts of higher 
education so unrelentingly dema11ded by a world of rapid change. 

The future will be most dema11di11g of us : The faculty, the staff, 
the Board, the Alumnae and the entire BCW family_ Our opportunity 
ts unlimited I 
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A Fresh Challenge 
Greetings to all BCW Alumnae ! With this first 1970 Bulletin issue, 

I wish you a ll a prosperous New Year. 
Although It Is dlttlcult to envision what this year holds tor us, I 

reel the onset or every new year Is a fresh challenge to each one or us 
and Its success depends on how close we work towards the Ideals and 
resolutions we have set tor ourselves. 

Newly elected BCW President Dr William H. Schechter has empha­
tically stated In an Informal meeting with the Alumnae Board the vital 
role of the alumnae In the growth and progress or our College. I call 
on you to take part In the programs we prepare for you In the Alumnae 
Association and Invite you to present constructive suggestions to help 
us serve our College best and tacllltate the adoption or new Ideas pre­
sented by the new administration. 
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Dr. Schechter Sees Trustees In US 
Policies Defined In Convocation Address 

BCW President Dr William H. Schechter 
returned to Beirut last month after a spe­
cial trip to the United States during which 
he discussed College development plans. 
including educa tiona l policies and fund rai­
sing operations, with the Board of Trustees 
in New York. 

The purpose of his trip was to attend the 
Board meeting called by the Commission 
on Ecumenical Mission and Relations 
which is the sponsoring agency of BCW. 

While there. President Schechter a lso 
called on foundations, corporations and 
friends of BCW in New York, Washington, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. and inter­
viewed people to set up a fund raising or­
ganisation in the United States. 

In addition to his officia l engagements, 
he managed to spend Thanksgiving with 
his father in his home town, Canon City, 
Colorado. 

New President 

BCW's new President is a brilliant and 
distinguished personality, holding doctor­
ates from Kansas University. Sterling Col­
lege. Buena Vista College, Culver-Stockton 
College and Tarkio College. 

During World War Il Dr Schechter was 
engaged in chemical research at the Naval 
Research Laboratory, Washington, DC. 
Later he served as associate director of 
research and development, and then as 
Vice President, of a subsidiary of Gulf Oil 
Corporation. 

Tn addition to being the author of seve­
ral technical treatises and over fifty patents. 
he has been a member of many pro fessiona l 
organisations. including the American Ins­
titute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

Dr Schechter arrived in Beirut three 
months ago to take over as new BCW Pre­
sident with a definite mission in mind : to 
strengthen the role of the College as an 
institution of higher education keeping pace 
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by Mary Chemali 

with changes and needs in this part of the 
world. 

With the aim of streamlining College 
admini tra1ive machinery and rendering it 
more effective in defining and implemen­
ting up-to-date educational programs, Dr 
Schechter approved the no mination of an 
Executive Council, supported by seven 
other major Councils. including faculty and 
tudents, entrusted with the promotion of 

a II College projects. 
All the Councils are a lready moving 

ahead in their respective areas of respon­
sibility. 

Convocation Speech 

This new administrative approach was 
initia lly spelled out by Dr. Schechter in his 
opening Convocation address at BCW on 
October 6, 1969 ushering in a new acade­
mic year. 

Here is a summary of his convocation 
address : 

Or. Schechter indicated that he had come 
to BCW with a purpose in mind - to help 
redefine the role of this institution, if it is 
to keep up with the fantastically rapid 
changes taking place in this part of the 
world. To be able to define tllis role some 
basic assumptions should be made for the 
future : 

BCW's responsibility as a college is to 
serve the needs of the young people of the 
Middle East entrusted to it. 

A strict system of program priorities is 
to be established. 

Only those faculty and staff supportive 
of the college program are to be encoura­
ged to remain. 

There should be closer work with sister 
institutions. 

The academic program should be based 
on a broad liberal arts educational expe­
rience. coupled with applied fields of know­
ledge serving students' needs. 
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RECEPTION FOR NEW PRESIDE T : BCW Vice President Dr Marie Sabri gives special 
reception on campus in honor of the College's new President. Dr William H. Schechter. 
Photo shows Dr. Sabri (right) :ind Alumnae Association President Najla T. Akrawi intro­
ducing distinguished guests to Dr Schechter. 

The academic program should be ex­
panded and enriched within a balanced 
budget achieved by means of better mana ­
gement practices and a stepped up deve­
lopment and fund ra ising program. 

This should go hand-in-hand with the 
development of a deep sense of community 
among the members of the BCW family. 

We should dedicate ourselves to a pro­
gram of deliberate innovation assuming for 
o urselves the role of the experimentalist for 
undergraduate higher education in Leba­
non and the Middle East recognizing that 
this is o ur heritage. 

The innovation must come from people 
who have this abi lity. Groups of people 
need to be organized 10 encourage and 
develop this ability. 

Management science helps us with this 
particular twentieth century problem. Ma­
nagement i the development of people, not 
the direction of thing . Jt is helping people 
to work among themselves sa tisfactorily to 
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accomplish the aims of the institutions of 
which they are pa rt. 

Participat ive management is what bas 
been established in the managing of BCW 
with no secrets and no hidden agendas. 

An Executive Council of twelve people 
has been appointed of which eight are 
teaching facuhy. 

Six other major councils have been ap­
pointed and include facuhy, staff and stu­
dents. They a re charged with originating 
policies and programs in all areas of the 
College's activities : development. relations, 
administration, planning curriculum. co­
curriculum. religious life and student life. 
Each council wi ll have two student mem­
bers on it with full voting privileges. 

The President's prime job is 10 develop 
and mainta in a management climate con­
ducive to productive and wide-spread par­
ticipation. To develop a broad base of 
knowledgeable leadership for the College. 
To keep per ona l contact with the thinking 
of students, fac ulty. staff, board members, 
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alumnae and other constituents. To help 
the various individuals and constituent 
groups fulfill their responsibilities to each 
other and to the BCW community. 

Out of the successes o f the past a nd the 
cha llenge of the future comes the cry today 
for an innovative program. 

The adoption of a n internship program 
is strongly desired. Such intern experience 
off campus could be included during the 
Sophomore year. It might be followed by 
a summer or academic yea r internship of 
at least eight weeks duration in an off cam­
pus work exper ience under the supervision 
of a faculty member. 

A suggested internship structure would 
cover the areas of la boratory research, 
computer techno logy, social work, public 
service, religious educa tion, communica­
tions. teaching of librarianship and home 
economics. 

Research must be made a more vital 
part of the program through independent 
studies carried out by seniors under the 
guidance of their major professors. 

T he ervice role of the liberal arts church 
college has a lways been somewhat ambi­
guous. BCW has had a long history of er­
vice thro ugh its eighbo rhood Ho use and 

ur ery School. Are these enough ? 

Dr. Schechter went on to review the so­
cial revolution we have been undergoing 
since World War TI. 

« This revolution », he said, • has to do 
with the quality of li fe, with ethical and 
moral va lues, fields in which we are vitally 
interested and in which we must give the 
leadership. To fai l now would be disastrous 
for both education and the church; if we 
don't give strong leadership today in help­
ing to solve the social problems of the 
world, it may be generat ions before we will 
have another o pportunity ». 

He then q uoted the following Biblical 
passage as the 'summary commandment' : 
« Yo u sha ll love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, a nd with all your soul , and 
with a ll your strength, a nd with all your 
mind, a nd your neighbor as yourself ,. 

ALUMNAE BOARD MEMBERS 1969-70 
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(Seated) - Marcelle Nasser Faris. Grace Azrak Ha]Jar (Secretary ), Najla 
Tannous Akrawi (President ), Wadad Zaldan Rowdah (Vice President), Omalma 
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Nursery School 

Educates Child 

To Develop His 

Own Personality 

by Julinda Abu Nasr 

The importance of these early years for 
per onality development has been widely 
accepted for quite some time. Intere t in 
schools for the young is not an innovation 
but the idea had been nur ed for several 
centuries. 

Rousseau's Emile, published in 1762 and 
calling for liberty in education, created 
quite a revolution. Pestalozzi firmly be­
lieved that the main objective of education 
is to develop the abil ities. feelings, tastes 
a nd sentiments of the child's mind thus 
creating a harmonious development of hi 
mora l, intellectual a nd physical powers. 

First Kindergarten 

It was Froebe! in 1842 who established 
the first kindergarten in Blackenberg based 
on his conviction that the school for the 
young sho uld be educational a nd not me­
rely c ustodial. Froebel's basic point was 
that the child was the ma in source of edu­
cationa l principles. He was to lead and the 
teacher was to follow. Early childhood 
education is indebted to him for his reco­
gnition of the importance of play as a n 
educational technique. 

At the turn of the century a new light 
was shed oa preschool education by Ma ria 
Montessori. She again emphasized the im­
portance of the « free and natura l manifes-
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talion of the child •· H er phi.losophy and 
methods had been debated by many educa ­
tors ince her time. 

All this had been taking place in Europe 
for quite some time. Ju the United States 
the first kindergarten was established in 
1855 a t the Watertown, Wisconsin. 

l n Leba non, a few kinderga rtens were 
opened in lhe early thirtie . R ecords about 
the BCW nur ery chool are vague and 
incomp lete. H owever, digging through the 
Trireme one could draw the following con­
clusions : 

N ursery School Opens 

The nursery school was opened around 
1935 under the guidance of Mis Winnifred 
Shannon. It was apparently opened during 
the spring semester only and directed by a 
registered nurse. The na me of Miss Geor­
gette Khoury was mentioned in connection 
with the nursery school for 1939 - 1946. 
Miss Alids Ra bba h, Mis Mary Saidah. 
Miss Mary Haddad were some of the na-
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mes mentioned too. The latter was director 
for a period of ten years after which Ju­
linda Abu Nasr took over in 1965. 

In the early years the enrollment wa 
about ten children. Under Miss Haddad it 
was twenty and now we have an enroll­
ment of 60. 

A report given by UN experts in pre­
school education has painted a grim pic­
ture of the schools for the young in the 
Arab countries as a whole. T hey pointed 
out that in the majority of the countries in 
thi region, preschool children (3 to 6) re­
present one tenth of the whole population 
and a q uarter of the age group between 
0-19. 

In the Arab States in general the pre­
school child's physical environment is of an 
average quality. T he enro llment ratio of 
preschool age children is 2.3 while in Le­
banon it was reported to be 34.5 which, I 
think, included children in welfare institu­
tions as welJ. 

Trad itiona l System 

However. the educational system was re­
ported to be very traditional and far from 
the world of the child. This is based on my 
own observations and the observation of 
some other educators and pa rents as well. 

Our young ones are generally misunder­
stood and mistrea ted. There are very few 
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qualified people work ing with them. The 
objectives for preschool education are 
vague; the programs are generally tradi­
tional, teaching reading and writing at age 
3 and 4, coloring inside the lines, emphasi­
zing conformity and stifling creativity of 
any form. The buildings and equipment 
used are in general inadequate; houses are 
turned into nursery schools with play areas 
that are crowded with limited space and 
inadequate equipment. 

What is even worse is that there are no 
standards set for nursery schools. In the 
opinion of many people anyone at all can 
teach children. They say, « After all they 
are only children ». This attitude is drama­
tically opposed to that of Walter de la 
Mare who believes that « the rarest kind of 
the best is good enough for children •. 

There are very few schools that can be 
considered progressive or good schools for 
this age group. This may sound too pessi­
mistic. but it is unfortunately true. There 
is a lot to be done and until we develop 
an awareness of this need, our children 
will continue to have inferior schools. 

Nursery Program 
Al this point, I would like to present our 

own program at the BCW Demonstration 
Nursery School, and give a brief survey of 
what we are doing and how we are trying 
to do it. 

The curriculum is designed to meet the 
needs of the three and the four year olds 
on a ll levels of development - physica l, 
social. emotional and intellectual. The cl1i ld 
is the center of our program. A variety of 
experiences a re provided for this purpose 
in art, music, literature, science, outdoor 
and indoor play. 

Our philo ophy for action · ased on 
our belief that these years are crucial in 
the development o[ the individual's perso­
nality; that each child is an individual en­
tity; that he bas his own needs, potentials, 
capacities, limita tions and his own inner 
world. We also believe that an active child 
is a happy child and that children learn by 
doing. T his is why our main medium for 
instruction is play. 
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Our main goal for these children who 
come to us is for them to have a more 
abundant life. To reach this goa l, our gui­
dance is inspired by Ethel B. Waring, an 
a uthority in the field of Child Develop­
ment. who states explicitly the following 
principles as a guide for action : 

« Affection for the child whatever his 
behavior contributes to his feelings or se­
curity based upon belonging to someone 
as to a group. 

« Respect for his ab!Utles, capacities 
and limitations contributes to his feeling 
of adequacy and self respect. 

« Help which supplements his own ef­
forts contributes to his new experiences 
Increasing abll!tles through learning_ 

« Approval for efforts and achievement 
contributes to his sense of values based 
on hls own appreciation or his achieve­
ment >. (1 ) 

This is done in three hour sessions, Mon­
day through Friday. The morning shift i 
from 9:00 - 12:00 and the afternoon 
from 1:30 - 4:30 serving twenty children 
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in each group. We have three semesters a 
year. Fall, Spring and Summer. 

Since we have had capacity for only 
twenty children when we conducted the 
program in the morning only, we in 1967 
initiated an afternoon program as well , 
thus making it possible for us to serve a 
larger number of children. This has proved 
to be quite successful. 

Adequate Schedule 

One may ask why the program is only 
three hours. We are convinced that three 
hours are long enough for a child of this 
age to be away from home. 

Physically, it is too tiring for the child 
to be away from borne the whole day. On 
the emotional level, three hours of contact 
with peers is long enough. o mailer how 
much attent ion the child gets in school, the 
teacher cannot replace the mother. Know­
ing how important these years are for the 
child. the parents will want to assume some 

(1) Waring, Ethel B. Prtnciples for Chi ld 
Guidance. Extension Bulletin 420, 
Cornell University, I thaca, N.Y. 
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responsibility in shaping their child 's per­
sonal ity rather than leaving the school bear 
the whole burden. 

Another q uestion that has been asked 
is the objective of the BCW nursery 
school. Our first and most important con­
cern is to meet the physical, social, emo­
tional and intellectual needs of the child­
ren who are a ttending it. 

Our second concern is to meet the edu­
cational needs of our College students and 
in some cases students from other institu­
tions. 

Our third concern is to serve as a de­
monstra tion center for teachers in the 
field of preschool education , and for pa­
rents. 

Total Attendance 

Who attends the BCW nursery school is 
another question that has been asked fre­
quently. 

This question is answered best by quot­
ing the policy for admission written by the 
Nursery School Committee which included 
the Acting President, Dr. Marie Sabri, the 
Dean of Faculty, Dr. Raja Nasr, Professor 
Betty Williams, Chairman of the Home 
Economics Department, Pro fessor Julinda 
Abu Nasr, Director of the Preschool Prog­
ram and Miss Randa Azzam, her assis­
tant: 

«Capacity : Due to existing physical 
facili ties and staff a vallable, t he total 
number o! ch ildren Is limited to twenty. 

«Age : At the time o! entrance, mini­
mum, 3 years; maximum, 4 years 4 

mon ths (not to exceed 5 by June o! that 
year). 

«Composition : An attempt will be 
made to have an equal propor tion of boys 
and girls, and an equal propor tion o! 
children from Near Eastern and Interna­
tional famllles. CI might add here an 
equal proportion ot three and !our year 
olds) . 

«Priority : Priority Ln admission Is 
given by order o! date o! application and 
to : 

a) Children o! BCW faculty mem­
bers. 

b) Children who previously atten­
ded the nursery school If they 
qualify.> 

Taking into consideration the above, it 
is easily seen that it would be difficult to 
give priority to the children of the alum­
nae of BCW. 

0 Cf 0 

In order to guarantee a place for your 
child in the BCW N ursery School, you 
sho uld register him or her as soon after 
birth as possible. Do not wait until the 
child is three years old. Yo u may have 
better luck by registering him when be is 
three days old, or at the latest, three 
months old . 

(I would like to thank Mrs. Najwa 
Mroueh for her help in securing the infor­
mation about the beginning of the BCW 
Nursery School and Mrs. Lucy Sullivan 
for her valuable suggestions in reading th; 
text) . 

More Students Enroll At BCW 
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A total of 711 full- ttme student s are attending classes at BCW t h is 
year, continuing the steady increase in student enrollment, according 
to College registration records. During 1968-69, t he number of students 
registered was 687. 

Girls attending as Seniors number 111, Juniors 102 Sophomores 182, 
Freshmen 184, I ntensive English 98 and Special and Staff students 34. 

The st udents represent 35 different nationalities, thus m aintaining 
t he international aspect of BCW. They include 350 girls from Lebanon, 
248 f rom the Arab countries, and 113 from other parts of the world. 
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·,i 
BEIRUT L-ECTURES : At reception held on opening or lectures on « Beirut - Crossroads 
or Culture », Mrs Akrawi introduces Mr and Mrs Shukri Sbammas to President and Mrs 
Schcch!er. 

Un der Salwa Nassar Foundation 

Lectures on Cultural Significance 
Of Beirut Given In Irwin Hall 

Under the main theme of 'Beirut a 
Crossroads of Cultures'. the Salwa Nassar 
Foundation for Lebanese Studies organiz­
ed a series of lectures that were given at 
Irwin Ha ll from the 14th to the 26th of 
November. The eleven speakers who con­
tributed to this tudy dealt with various 
topics under the history. society and cul­
ture of the city of Beirut. 

The emphasis was put on the mosaic of 
culture and the va riety of ethnic groups 
that have intermingled and coexi ted from 
time immemorial on the Lebanese slopes 
and coastal cit ie . of which Beirut is but 
one living example. T he various trategic, 
historica l and cul tura l facto rs that have 
contributed to this unique situation were 
analy ed and di cussed at length by the 
specialists who seem to have agreed that 
the dominant characteristic of Beirut is the 
multicolored pattern of it life. 

T he hi tory of Beirut in Antiquity. in 
the Midd le Ages and under tJ1e Ottomans 
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by N aj l a Akrawi 

were ome of the lectures delivered by 
professors of history from the American 
University of Beirut and the St. Joseph 
University. The language used was either 
French or English fo llowing the preference 
of the individua l speaker. 

The ethnic compo ition o f Beirut. the 
foreign communities in Beirut and the eco­
nomic growth of Beirut constituted o ther 
topics pertaining to the analysi of the so­
ciety, whi le lectures on the school of Bei­
rut, its architecture and city planning were 
part of the cultural tudie . 

Cosmopolitan Features 

The concluding lecture was given by Dr. 
Charles Ma lik, Distinguished Professor of 
Philosophy at AUB, and it was entitled 
after the main theme of the cries. 

In analyzing the cosmopolitan charac­
ter of Beirut, Dr. Malik mentioned five 
confl uencie which constitute the main 
element of the picture: 
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(1) Islam and Christianity glowing toge­
ther and expressed freely by a vigorous 
Moslem community a nd a vigorous Chris­
tian communi ty. 

(2) Ara b culture and Western culture 
intermingling and influencing one another 
witl1 a n Ara b cultural base and a profound 
Western influence. 

(3) Leftist M arxism and Western Libe­
ralism facing each o ther in Lebanon. 

(4) T ourism a nd international trade con­
tribut ing to the exchange of ideas and va­
lues. 

(5) Emigration and its influence on tbe 
Lebanese life bo th materia lly and cultu­
ra lly. 

Fina lly. Dr. Ma lik pointed out that 
the cosmopolitanism of Beirut a nd Leba­
non is « the product of the presence of the 
world in Leba non and of Lebanon in tbe 
world. It is a lso directly derived from the 
Lebanese love of freedom and diversity». 

Book Series 
The board members of tbe Salwa Nas­

sar Foundation a re pla nning to have this 
series published in a book form . This is 
in accordance with the wishes of Dr. Sal­
wa C. assar . the late president of BCW, 
who provided in her will the necessary 
funds to carry on with the project. 

The first series of lecture which she 
had organized in tbe sum mer of 1966, a 
few months before her untimely deatb, 
have already been published under the 
a u pices of the same board . 

DR. MALIK ; Lecturing on Beirut. 

The book, which comprises sixteen ar­
ticles written in Engli h and fi ve in Arabic 
dealing with various aspects of Lebanon, 
is dedicated to the memory of Salwa 

as ar. the founder and originator of t 1e 
program of Cultural Resources in Leba­
non. Tt i avai lable for sa le and can be or­
dered f:rom the BCW bookstore for fifteen 
Lebanese pounds per copy. 

GARDENS AND CULTURE 

12 

Eight Studies in History and Aesthetics 

The first book published by the Alumnae Association is on 

sale at the Alumnae Office and the BCW B ookstore. 

Proceeds go to the 
Scholarship Fund 

Price : Lebanon LL 5 
USA 3 
United Kingdom £0. 15.0 
France Frs. 10 
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Arranged By Sludenl Council 

Independence 

Anniversary 

Marked By 

Cultural Week 

The Social and Cultural Committee of 
the BCW STUDENT COUNCIL sponsor­
ed from the 17th to the 21st of November 
a «Cul tural Week» to mark the 26th an­
niversary of the independence of Lebanon. 

The opening day of the week, M onday, 
was dedicated to the purest form of the 
Lebanese her itage which is the vil lage. 

I t was marked by an exhibition organiz­
ed in Nicol Hall by the Lebanese Village 
Welfare Society under the dedicated lea­
dership o f a BCW alumna, Mrs. Aniseh 
Najjar. The exhibition featured beautiful 
handwork, embroidered abayas, shawls 
and handbags in addition to earthenware 
utensi ls. 

However, the highlight of the evening 
wa the baking of 'markouk' bread on the 
'saage' which was then made into and­
wiches of labneh and served to the guests. 

T he following day a n exhibition of la nd­
scape paintings by famous Lebanese ar­
tists was opened. 

This was preceded by an excellent lec­
ture on Lebanese Architecture given by 
P rofessor F. Ragette, Assistant P rofessor 
of Architecture at the Engineering School 
of AUB. With the help of beautiful slides 
he explained the main characteristics of 
Lebanese architecture, their decline and 
the means and ways to preserve and per-
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EMINl:NT SPEAKERS: Miss Dunia Shahin 
thanking H. E. Adel Ossciran and Prof. i­
cola Ziadeh. 

petuate them in the coastal cities as weU 
as in the villages. 

Thursday's meeting was the indepen­
dence evening. Dr. Adnan Fawwaz, p re­
siding, introduced the two speakers, Dr. 
Nicola Ziadeh, Professor of H istory at 
AUB, and the Minister of Interior, His 
Excellency Adel Bey Osseira n. 

Drawing on his intimate knowledge of 
Lebanese history from a ncient times up to 
the present day, D r. Ziadeh pointed out 
three important characteristics of Leba­
nese history: 

The Jillie coves that dent the seashore 
a nd open up to the outside world helped 
Lebanon across the ages to become the 
center of cultural exchange between East 
and West. Trade and commerce flourish­
ed on these shores and the invention of 
the Alphabet became a major contribution 
of this l ittle country to the world's civili­
zations. Emigration brought back riches 
and new ideas. 

The little villages perched up on the Le­
banese hiJJtops have for many centuries ~ 
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served as homes for minonues that were 
persecuted in neighboring countries. 

Finally, the freedom loving Lebanese 
people have a lways been toleran t of other 
ethnic groups that have surv.ived and flou­
rished in its midst. 

In conclusion, Professor Ziadeh said that 
he wa only a recorder of history, whereas, 
pointing to Mr. Osseiran, he said that the 
next peaker wa a maker o( h istory. 

Independence Movement 

Mr. Osseiran evoked the independence 
movement of 1943 when the first Lebanese 
Government, under the leadership of it 
first President Sheikh Bishara el Khoury. 
was rounded up by the French authorities 
and sent for confinement to the Castle of 
Rashaya. The reaction brought about by 
this act was a unanimous and effective 
support of the whole Lebanese population 
and neighboring Arab Governments who 
condemned the activities of the French 
authorities by proclaiming their loyalty to 
the bani hed government. 

With the return of the cabinet ministers 
to their rightful duties, high 11ope and 
great ambitions were ra ised in the emerg­
ing nation. The speaker regretted, how­
ever, that in spite of some progress evi­
dent in Lebanon since its independence, 
these hopes and aspirations were not fully 
realized . 

Press ing Needs 

In ending what has come to mean to us 
a most sincere call for true patriotism, H is 
Excellency mentioned a few pressing need 
of the time: 

I} Compulsory military service. 

2) A planned i.ndustrial development 
taking into account the actual needs of 
markets for which o ur industry produces. 

3) A planning insti tute capably staffed 
and generously endowed. 

Finally he called on the youth of today 
to prepare themselve adequately for the 
tasks ahead which the founders foresaw 
but could not complete. 
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The other highlight of the week was 
Friday, November 21st. The morning was 
devoted to blood donations to the Leba­
ne e Red Cross. In the evening, the out­
standing Lebanese writer, philosopher and 
poet, Mr. Michael Naimy, gave a most in­
teresting lecture on his friend and compa­
nion, Gibran Kha lil Gibran. 

Mr. Naimy is considered o ne of the main 
pillar in a movement which, with a group 
of Lebane e writers in the United States, 
made a great impact on contemporary 
Arabic literature. 

FAMOUS POET : Mr Michael Naimy 
(center) chatting wiU1 H.E. Pierre GemayeJ 
and Mrs ajla Akrowi. 

He read a cha pter from hi book on 
Gibran entitled, The mouse labored and 
brought forth a 1110 11111ai11. 

He also recounted personal glimpses of 
the life of Gibran, whom he knew better 
than anyone else. Finally, he read parts 
of Gibran· book, The Prophet, thu ending 
his lecture and bringing the «Cultural 
Week• to a clo e. 

ALUMNAE BULLETIN 

HALL CEREMONY : Assembled on platform for Founders' Day celebration (left 
to righ t) : Or Najla Naaman, Mrs Rajiha Snghir, Mrs Najla Akrawi, Or Marie Sabri, Or 
G. Bush and Mrs Huda Haddad, witb Chorale in background. 

BCW Founders' D ay Celebrated 

Two Alumnae Speak On Theme : 
"Missed College Opportunities" 

«Opportunities I have missed at Col­
lege» was the theme of the addresses gi­
ven by two alumnae on the occasion of the 
celebration of BCW Founders' Day on 
Friday, Nov. 29th at Irwin Hall Audito­
rium. 

Dr. Najla Naaman, a well established 
gynecologist and obstetrician in Beirut, 
said that if he were to turn the wheel 
twenty-three years backward and start 
college life again, she would probably still 
prepare for the medical profession. 

There are, however, some opportunities 
available for the college student nowadays 
which she wouJd not miss if she were gi­
ven the chance to start again. The variety 
of courses given in the field of humanitie 
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by Najla Akrawi 

have a strong appeal to her, as well as 
courses i.n music and art appreciation. So­
cially. she would try to participate much 
more than she did before in the social re­
creations organized at the Co llege or the 
AUB. 

The international make up of the Col­
lege student body of today is particularly 
challenging acco rding to her, and opens up 
opportunities for first hand experience and 
knowledge of other nationalitie and cul­
tural groups. 

Finally, Dr. Naaman pointed out that 
one phase of college life she would not 
neglect i the field of physical education . 
for she feels the need of develop.ing a skill 
in one of the practical sport like swim-
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ming, tennis or the like, a hobby to carry 
on through life as a social and physical re­
creation. 

For Mrs. Rajiha Saghir. a graduate of 
1963, campus life offered many opportu­
nities of which she took full advantage 
while a student at BCW. 

The first and most important o f them 
was her marriage to Mr. A.R . Saghir. As­
sociate Professor of Agronomy at the Ag­
ricultural School of AUB. This was ac­
complished thanks to an acquaintance par­
ty organized between the Home Econo­
mics Club of BCW and the Faculty of Af­
riculture a t AUB. 

Her advice to the College students is 
therefore to participate as much as possi­
ble in these social functions and to «be 
rea lly selective:.. She would also like lo 
see more contacts established between fa ­
culty and students, and a greater interest 
on the part of the students in the program 
of the a lumnae. 

Volunteering in social service and com­
munity development should be encourag-

ed. In modern times when man has land­
ed on the moon, a college student should 
seek more knowledge in the scientific field 
a nd try to take courses in that line so as 
to understand what is going on around her 
in the world. 

A mother of a girl of three and a boy 
of one and a ha lf years o ld Mrs. Saghir 
advises a ll prospective mothers to take 
courses in ba by care, ba by nursing, with 
an advanced course in patience. 

The celebration exercises included an 
a nthem written by Mr. Laster and dedicat­
ed to President William H . Schechter. It 
was sung by the BCW CH ORALE and 
the soprano solo by Huda Haddad, D r. 
Bush led the prayers. Mrs. Akrawi, P resi­
dent of the Alumnae Associa tion presided 
over the meeting and introduced the spea ­
kers. 

At the end of the exercises. refreshments 
were served in the alumnae lounge, where 
facult y. a lumnae and guests enjoyed a 
brief socia l gathering. 

BCW Now Boasts All-Girl Band 
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ANOTHER COLLEGE FIRST : Fomied of BCW students, an all-girl concert band - the 
first of its kind in the area - rehearses for a Chris tmas performance under the direction 
of Dr Louis Hamada, who pioneered its creation. 
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New Faculty Members At BCW nod of the Evangelical 
Church or Iran. 

by Rajiha Saghir Prior to this Dr. Fennelly 
served for seven years as 

Five new faculty mem- U.S.A.C., Logan, Utah with the pastor of the First Pres­
bers have Joined BCW this a B.S. In 1949, and received byterlan Church, Youngs-
academic year 1969 - 70. his M.S. from Cornell Uni- town, New York. 

. verslty In 1954. In 1958 he One of his major inter-
Dr N. Atiyeh earned his Ph. D. also from ests Is In the field of archa-
Dr. Naim Atiyeh, Chair- Cornell. elogy, and he has partlclpa­

man of the Education De- Prof. Khoury worked in ted In excavations with the 
partment, had his B.A., M. Nort h Lebanon between American School of Orlen­
A. and Ph. D In Educatlo- 1950-52 as Assistant Dlrec- tal Research at Nablus 
nal Psychology from Chica- tor of Jlbrall Rural Fellow- (1964) and Jenln (1963). I n 
go University. He taught at ship Center. In 1954-55, he 1968 he was a field super­
AUB In 1956 - 1967. Joined Point IV as Rural visor for Harvard excava-

From 1967 to 1969, Dr. Development Officer. tlon at Darvaze Tepe In 
Atiyeh went to J ordan as During 1956 and from Iran. 
UNESCO educational ad- 1959-61 he worked at AUB Mrs. Fennelly (Zee) tea­
visor where he worked on as assistant professor of ches voice and harmony 
a program for reforming Educational Sociology. In on a part time basis at the 
school examinations. He Is 1961,62, he worked In the College. 
mostly concerned with the United Nations as Regional Their hobby is the ral­
development of educational Advisor on Community De- sing of two cats and a dog. 
thought in Lebanon and velopment. 
the Arab world, and the Dr. Khoury Is married Mrs R. Schmucker 
dissemination of modern and has three daughters. M rs. Ruth Schmucker 
education al practices. His hobbles are hunting, studied In the Nort hfield 

He also worked for a and photography. His phi- School for Girls, E. Nor th­
number of years (1962- losophy is t hat <Every man field, Mass., and graduated 
1967) on the standardlza- must have a philosophy In from Evlerson College, Bos-
tlon of an Intelligence Test life ! >. -ron, Mass. with a B.A. deg-
for Lebanese children. cPur- ree. Mrs. Schmucker con-
poslve Educational Evolu- Dr J. Fennelly tlnued her studies for th e 
tlon> Is his new book which The Reverend Dr. James Master's degree at the Ame­
ls being published ; It is M . Fennelly Is Assistant r lcan University In Wa­
concerned with the theory Professor of Religion and shlngton, D.C. 
of testing a nd school exa- the College Chaplain. During 1968-69, she stu­
mlnatlon practices. Professor Fennelly recel- died at Teachers College, 

Dr S. Teghrarian 
Dr. Souren Teghrarian 

has Joined the Humanltles 
Department at BCW. He got 
his B.A. and M .A. ln Philo­
sophy from AUB. In 1965, 
he received his Ph. D. In 
Philosophy from th e State 
University of New York. 

During the years 1965-
1969 he was lecturing at 
the State University of New 
York. In 1964 he was mar­
ried to Salwa Fulelhan who 
ls presently In Stockholm 
doing research for a book 
on Ingmar Bergman. 

Dr. Teghrarlan's Interests 
are music. literature and ci­
nema. 

Dr M. Khoury 
Dr. M unir K houry Is a 

professor of Sociology at 
BCW. He graduated from 
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ved his B.S. degree from Columbia University, and 
Springfield College, Mass. received the professional 
in 1951. His graduate study diploma In student person­
consisted of a Bachelor of nel administration in hlg­
Dlvlnlty from Union Theo- her education. 
logical Seminar y, New York The experience of Mrs. 
In 1954. and a Master of Schmucker In the Middle 
Theology from t he Unlver- East began ln 1958 in Jeru­
slty of Toronto, awarded by salem where she worked for 
Knox College In 1960. He AFME, securing scholar­
received the Student ship ships for Jordanian stu­
ln Theology from the Uni- dents. This brought her In 
verslty of Manchester , En- contact with BCW where 
gland. and earned his Doc- she Joined the faculty in 
tor of Philosophy In Com- 1963. 
paratlve Religion In 1967. Later. Mrs. Schmucker 

Dr. and Mrs. Fennelly worked with UNRWA and 
have been employees of the AUB on special projects for 
United Presbyterian Church teachers or English In this 
In t he USA Commission on area. 
Ecumenical Missions and This year, she Is back at 
Relations since 1962 serving BCW where she ls teaching 
and teaching in Tehran, English and advising Fresh­
Iran at both the Commun!- men students. Her hobbies 
ty School and the Mehr Include tennis. salllng, ski­
Jordan Schools of th e Sy- Ing, music and art. 
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A L UJII NAE NEW S 

Activities 
Mrs. Carmen Ekm ek1i 

H azen , BA'58, visited her 
family this summer accom­
panied by her one year old 
daughter. Mr. & Mrs. Hazen 
live In 1957 Kennedy Dr., 
McLlean, Virginia 22101, 
USA. 

M tss Fareeda Na1ib Khou­
ry, AA'55, former president 
of the Business Girls' Club 
of the Y.W.C.A. In Beirut, 
was recently elected to the 
Board of Directors. 

Her presence on the Y 
Board will enhance the par­
ticipation of the younger 
members In th e Y.W.C.A. 
program. 

Mrs. Anahid Doumanian 
Prtdjian, AA'51 , spent some 
t ime In Lebanon last sum­
mer. On her visit to the 
Alumnae Office she was 
pleased to see the BCW 
campus with Its con t in uous 
growth. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. PrldJla n 
welcome their friends at 
their home In 11407 Sou th 
Union, Chicago, Ill. 60628, 
USA. 

Miss An ne Almond, BA'69, 
h as been travelling extensi­
vely since her graduation 
last June. 

Both she and Amal Sab­
bagh, BA'69, met In Swit­
zerland last August at the 
Moral Re-Armament confe­
rence h eld in Caux. Courses 
In Training for Responsible 
Leadership along with other 

courses were g! ven at the 
conference. 

Later, Anne Joined the 
cast of a Eurooean musical 
revue « Anytlling to De­
clare >, who were a part of 
t he conference, and left for 
India. The cast were invited 
also to perform In South­
east Asia, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The whole trip will last 
about nine months after 
which Anne wl!l return to 
Beirut. 

MILESTONES 
Married: 

Samia Anis Nassif, AA'62, 
to Mr. Raja Muihlm Bitar, 
BA MSE from Georgia Ins­
titute of Technology, on Ju­
ly 3, 1969. They are living 
in Wick!!ff, Kentucky wh ere 
Raja works as Assistant 
Project Manager to WEST­
VACO, a paper manufactu­
ring company. 

Laila Shamma, BA'68, to 
Deputy Issam HaJJ ar on Ju­
ly 19, 1969 In Beirut. 

Siham Kafena, BA'68, to 
Mr. Anis Jedeon on July 26, 
1969 In Beirut. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jedeon will live !n Jeddah , 
Saud! Arabia. 

Mona Ekmekji, BA'62, to 
Dr. Hagop (Jack ) Kou­
youmdjian on August 3, 
1969, In Beirut. 

Maha Jubr ail, BS'69, to 
Mr. Adib Nader on August 
10, 1969 in Sidon. 

Claire Yacoub. BA'66, to 
Mr. Michel Oueljan on Au­
gust 16, 1969 In Beirut. 

Arlette Chahin, BA'67, to 
Mr. Ma urice Adalmy on Oc­
tober 4, 1969 In Beirut. 

Winnifred Ayyub, AA'68, 
to Mr. Maka! Kazan on Oc­
tober 18, 1969 In Beirut. 

M r und Mrs Juzmcjian 

Maha Farah, BS'59, to Mr. 
John J azmej lan, Civil En­
gineer (AUB), on October 
23, 1969 In Beirut . 

L isa Massaad, BA'69, to 
Mr. George Zakhem on No­
vember 14, 1969 in Beirut. 

Born To : 

Diana Sarrouf Audeh, 
BA'62, a nd Mr. Suleiman 
Audeh their second child, a 
girl, Rafif on August 1, 1969. 
Their first child Hisham ls 
2 years old. 

Sylvia Damiani Haddad, 
BA'59, and Dr. Fuad Had­
dad, a girl , their third 
daughter. Reem Anita was 
born on August 2, 1969. 

On behalf of the Alumnae, students and facul ty of the Beirut Col­
lege for Women, the Bulletin extends deep sympathy to : 

Mrs. Samia Abu Ra hmeh Halazun, AA'46, former Alumnae Board 
member , on th e death of her husband, Mr. Fuad Halazun, who passed 
away on September 2, 1969. 
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Mrs. Amal Hakkl Kaylanl, AA'47, on the death of her husband, 
M r. Tariq Kaylani, in October, 1969 !n Damascus, Syria. 

The family of Hana' Ladki, AA'69, who passed away in September 
1969. 

Mrs. Hala Tabbara BA'54, Alumnae Board member and Assistan t to 
Librarian (Arabic), on the death of her father on October 7, 1969. 

Mrs. LIiy Rebe!z, EX'33, on the death of h er husband Mr Nicolas 
Rebetz, on October 1. 1969. ' · 
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Born To 
( conttn ued) 

Rosy Adel K ano', AA'49, 
and Mr. Victor Kano', th eir 
fourth daughter. Nada was 
born on August 25, 1969. 

Aida Jabbour Gedah, 
AA'62, and Mr. Kamal Ge­
da b a boy on September 1, 
1969. Maj di ls their third 
child; the other two are 
Lina and Awni. 

Samira Jacob H ermez 
BA'57, and Mr. Fargon Her­
mez a boy, Sam!, on Sep­
tember 23, 1969. Sam! has 

three sisters Maha, May 
and Mona. The Hermez fa­
mily lives in Hadeetha, 
Iraq. 

Daad Najm Jabara, BA'63, 
Assistant to Dean of Stu­
dents, and Mr. Emile Jaba­
ra, a baby boy, N!zar, on 
October 30, 1969. N!zar Is 
their third child, the other 
two are Amer and Sana, 4 
and 2 years old respectively. 

May Abu Hamzi Abu 
Shakra, BA'64. and Prof. 
Salah Abu Shakra, a baby 

t..q,ttets t" 

tlie tJit"i 
Dear Alumnae Secretary, 

I would like to inform 
you of the recen t birth 
of our daughter, J ennifer 
Lynn, born June 17, 1969. 
Jennifer joins her brother, 
Mark Howard, who ls 2 
years old. 

Thank you for t he recent 
issue of the Bulletin. We 
are embarking on our third 
year in Ellensburg as m y 
husband, Don, completes h is 
Master's degree in psycho­
logy and a cer tificate as a 
school psych ologist. 

Sincerely, 
J udith L. Coleman 

(Judith Armstrong BA'64) 

Dear Editor. 
We, the Bahrain! alum­

nae, of BCW, feel ver y gra­
tified to be receiving t h e 
Bulletin regular ly. We read 
about our friends far away 
and would be very thank-

ful to you if you could edit 
our latest n ews. 

Bahia Jun a', BA'64, got 
married on June 29th, 1969 
to Mr. Rashid Fa khroo. in­
tending to live in Abu Dh a­
bi for the next two yea.r s 
where her husband works 
a t BP. 

Mariam Doy A bu!, BA'65, 
got married in December 
1968 and ls expecting her 
first child shortly. 

Naima Fak hrno, BA.67, is 
In Brigh ton, England study­
ing Art Education for one 
year. 

Faika Zayani, BA'63. is 
studying in Cairo for two 
years doing research on 
Arabic studies. 

Our best wish es, 
Bahrain! Alumnae 

Dear Madam, 
I have been much too 

long in thanking the Alum­
nae Associa tion for a won-

boy, Ramzl, on October 30, 
1969. 

Shadia A rnita Jacir, 
EX'69, and Mr. Edward Ja­
cir their first baby, a boy. 
Nasri was born on October 
30, 1969. 

Maha Jumblat al Turaiki. 
AA'55, and Sheikh Abdallah 
a l Tureiki a baby girl, Ha­
ya, on October 31, 1969. 

Catherine H aber Nahas, 
AA'63, and Mr. Nabih Na­
has a baby girl, Denise. on 
November 5, 1969. J uliana 
her sister is 4 years old. 

derful volume on Gardens 
& Culture which was sen t to 
me. I am most interested 
and h ave found the book 
Just full of Information and 
interest ........ 

I am so pleased to have 
it on m y shelf of garden 
bOoks, for I really am a 
gardener. 

Gratefully, 
(Mrs. J ohn) Henrietta Louis 

Member of t he Board 
of Trustees,BCW 

Dear Mrs. Akrawi, 
I wanted to th ank you for 

the opportunity of working 
wit h you a nd th e Alumnae 
Association on th e publica­
t ion of Gardens & Cultur e. 
Please extend my th anks to 
all the members and most 
especially to the members 
of the cultural committee. 

I t rust th e scholarship 
fun d will be aided, and I 
th ink we may be able to 
count on some sales in 
England and America. 

Thank you a gain for your 
enthusiasm and active en­
couragement. 

Warmly, 
Hannah Dema ray 

(Editor of 
Gardens & Cultur e) 

The Editor of the Alumnae Bulletin wishes to thank all alumnae, 

former faculty and friends of BCW who sent greetings during the Holiday 

Season. 
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BEIRUT COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 

ALUMNAE ASSOC.IATION 

Calendar 1969 - 1970 

1969 

October 17 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

November 14 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

November 28 Friday 11:30 a.m. 

December 5 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

1970 

January 9 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

January 13 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

February 13 Friday 9:30 a .. m. 

February 20 Friday 7:00 p.m. 

February 27 Friday 1 :00 p.m. 

March 12 Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

March 13 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

March 20 Friday 1:00 p.m. 

April 10 Friday 9 :30 a.m. 

April 14 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

April 18 Saturday 8:30 p.m. 

May 8 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

May 12 Tueday 7:00 p.m. 

June 2 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

June 5 Friday 9:30 a.m. 

June 13 Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

June 14 Sunday 5:30 p.m. 

June 17 Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

-----

Board Meeting 

Board Meeting 

Founders' Day Exercises 

Board Meeting 

Board Meeting 

" Lebanese Costumes ,. in Arabic by Emir 
Maurice Chehab 

Board Meeting 

" Palestinian Costumes ,. by Lady Gloria Dale 

Class Reunion Luncheon for Alumnae 1926-1955 
(inclusive) 

cc Armenian Costumes .. by Prof. V. Oshagan 

Board Meeting 

Class Reunion Luncheon for Alumnae 1956-1969 
(inclusive) 

Board Meeting 

" Indian Costumes ,. by Mrs. Rita Dar 

ANNUAL DINNER (Phoenicia Hotel) 

Board Meeting 

cc Costumes & Ornaments During the MAmeluke 
Period ,. by Mrs. Charles Malik 

" European Costumes .. by Prof. Irene Faffler 

Board Meeting 

General Meeting & Elections 

Baccalaureate Service 

Forty.fifth Commencement 


