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LIFE MEMBERSHIP

After introducing the life membership to the Alumnae
| Association, more alumnae have gladly responded to our appeal.

Just before this summer issue of the Bulletin was out the |
following alumnae sent in their life memberships : H

Mrs. M. Akrawi (Najla Tannous AA’33)
Mrs. K. Abu Khadra (Intisar Tabsh BA’53)
|
Mrs. H. Hourani (Leila Kawar BA’53) ‘
|

| The life membership is L.L. 250 or its equivalent and
can be paid in cash at the Alumnae Office or by cheque made ‘
payable to the Beirut College for Women (Alumnae Association). U

The Editor

Cover picture - Sketch of the front level of the Fine Arts Centre
expected to be completed by 1970.
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Il. Cultural Program for the Year 1967-68

“The Garden as an Expression of Culture”

The French Garden was the subject of the fifth lecture in this series and
it was delivered on March 5th by Professor Jean de Vigan, Professor of English
and Mosaics at Notre-Dame de Jamhour College. Mr. de Vigan pointed out that the
art of gardening, like the art of pottery and painting, reveals the mentality, spirit and
culture of a nation. The French garden has undergone many changes along the years
and has been closely linked with the history of the country, its social and cultural de-
velopment. The Middle Ages were characterised by wars with neighboring countries and

internal strife among the feudal lords. The main concern of the kings and rulers was
to keep the inner security of the country and the first care of the people was to find
a place of safety to live in. The population thus settled in compact little cities at the foot
of the fortress. In such an atmosphere there was no room for gardening in the real sen-
se. The only garden known at the time was the kitchen garden meant as a food supply,
and it was usually inside the castle. In the 12th century, the vine orchard began to
spread on the French soil, and some new elements were introduced into the garden, such
as flowers, the fountain and the bird cage with peacocks and fowls. The garden as a
place for leisure had not yet taken root. The main occupation of men was still war
and that of women tapestry.

With the Renaissance, however, the situation changed and brought with it many
changes in the cultural, social and artistic developments. It was a time of relative peace,
when France achieved its unity under Francis I. The discovery and progress of the print-
ing methods, enhanced the spread of cultureall over Europe. The new dwellings of the
squires began to loosen its fortifications and open up to the outside world. People had
more time for leisure and gracious living; and gardens became a place for pleasure,
where gentlemen strolled among the square flower beds, making verses and conversing
in Latin or Greek while the court girls were picking flowers near by. The labyrinth or
maze became the main distraction in the garden. Ground designs, square beds and Box
trees of all shapes were introduced into the French garden.

By the end of the 16th century, the new vogue for Venetian enbroidery spread all
over the country and was reflected in the gardens with its various patterns of flower
beds. Statues, carved and sculptured pieces and fountains became some basic elements
of the new garden which with time became an integral part of the house and added to
its beauty and elegance.

It was, however, not until the 17th century that the French garden reached its sum-
mit of development and grandeur. This was the period of classicism and monarchy. It
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was also a time of prosperity in economy, agriculture and commerce. Arts and letters
were encouraged by Louis XIV who settled in Versailles and made his court the center
of French life at the time. Peace treaties with the neighboring countries were generally
concluded in favor of France. The garden became the expression of this new life with all
its harmony, grandeur, balance and solid prosperity. The flower beds stretched iﬁto long
rectangles, triangles and other shapes, and the former narrow lanes became large ave-
nues along the park. With the improvement of hydraulic machinery, intricate system of
pumps provided all kinds of springs and fountains which added to the beauty of the
classical garden,

With the decline of the nobility in the 18th century, the French garden fell into de-
cline. The main theme of Rousseau and other writers of the time was a return to nature.
The new vogue became the imitation of the extensive English parks. This of course
had an influence on the French garden which tended to adopt the style of the landscape
garden instead of the architectural one of the classical period. This foreign influence,
which did not suit the French taste or mentality, lasted for about a century. Towards
the end of the 19th century, we see a return to the classical style in the art of garden-

ing which is still the prevalent one in-spite-of so many other tendencies.

The English Garden was the topic of a lecture delivered on April 9 by Mr. A. R.
Walmsley, director of the Shimlan Center of Arabic Studies. Mr. Walmsley was the only
speaker in this series who raised serious doubts on the relationship of a garden and cul-
ture. «What is culture ? What is a garden ? What is English for that matter ?», Mr.
Walmsley started his lecture by raising these questions.

« The root of the grass-matter » according to him is in the climate, and that is one
thing that no kind of «culture» can do anything about. Water and rainfall determine
the shape and type of a garden. One main feature of the English garden is the lawn
which is the result of so much work, toil and struggle with the grass which grows so
profusely all over the English countryside. The lawn-mower was an English invention of
the 19th century. The most important color in any English garden is green, and the com-
bination and harmony of so many shades of green play an important role in the art of
gardening.

The temperature is another important factor that has direct influence on the type of
plants and trees that a country can grow. In the extreme west of the British Isles,
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thanks to the Gulf Stream, sub-tropical plants can grow, while in other parts of the

country, only plants that can resist the air-frosts can be cultivated.

The economic factor, cannot be neglected in discussing any type of garden, accord-
ing to Mr Walmsley.The extreme wealth of a few individuals in the 18th century enabled
them to change whole landscapes by shifting tons of earth and constructing artificial
lakes and imitation Roman and Greek temples. The 18th century was the great age of
landscape-gardening, which aimed at creating a picture and used nature to the greatest

possible extent.

With the industrial revolution, the situation changed considerably. A great deal of
land was used for building factories, and industrial cities began to grow around these
factories. The hobby of gardening was adopted by the new middle class and even spread
out to the working class. The «gardenesque» style became the new trend in garden
design. That meant, as the speaker explained, that you say to nature «anything you can
do, I can do better, and I can do lots of things you cannot do at all».

Towards the midst of the 19th century, there was a return to geometrical designs,
which had been introduced into the English garden by the French influence during the
16th and 17th centuries.The garden used to be divided into sections, each specializingin a
certain feature and completely separated from the rest. This was not a happy age for
garden design in England; but at the same time this was the age when the English began
to become a nation of gardeners. One of the interesting features of this period was the
growth of garden societies among the working classes. It was an age, too, for the growth
of the Royal Horticultural Society whose annual shows are among the biggest in the

world today.

One of the points that Mr. Walmsley mentioned was that there are many different
kinds of gardens today. By the end of the 19th century there was a return to the natu-

ralistic style of gardening which is a modified form of the «picturesque».

In the film that followed the lecture, Mr. Walmsley drew the attention to the shape
of plants and trees, the horizontal branches of the cedar, the narrow upright cypress or
poplar, the low spreading form of the juniper — all pictures in themselves. Light and
shade also are important, not only the use of sunshine and shadow but the juxtaposition
of dark and light foliage, «and this too can produce a result like a painting in a mo-

nochrome,» Mr. Walmsley concluded.
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Reflections of a Senior

by Afifeh Hanna BA'68

The days of going to my 7:30 classes
with my pyjamas under my trench coat,
my hair hardly combed are over. The
frustrations of registration as well as the
gay madness of dormitory pranks which
were a part of my general routine as a
BCW student are no longer crucial issues
but things to be remembered in moments
of sentimentality. What a relief, and how
un-nerving. What does it mean to gra-
duate, anyway ? Graduation is a very per-
sonal event : I feel as though it is a kind
of re-birth, for one has to re-assess one’s
values, fit them into the vaster areas of
life, and at the same time re-adjust one's
very identity. I find this challenging and
at the same time quite frightening. While
thinking of all the possibilities of the fu-
ture, I can still remember how angry I
used to get at registration, but before
this unpleasant thought takes full shape
it is cut short by the memory of the chil-
dish, hilarious way in which I and a
group of friends jumped into the fountain
in front of Orme-Gray Hall on a hot

evening. It was fun being a freshman, it
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was hard work being a student, but that,
too, was pleasant. The three great pillars
and guides to my education were the cof-
fee pot, the electricity bill, and several
tons of useful and useless paper. The aim
of these three friends was my successful
graduation as a Bachelor of the Arts.

Well the day is near and the goal is
achieved, but I am not sure whether I
am happy that the long sought for certi-
ficate will be mine or whether T am dis-
mayed that my college career has come
to a close. College has proved to be more
than formal education, for college does
not mean thick texts for literature, history
and humanities courses; objective and
subjective examinations on Dante and
Aquinas, or tedious term papers. College
is the place where I have discovered my
limitations and abilities. College is the
place where I have learned how much
more there is to be discovered. College is
the place where I have learned to share
my experiences with others, shed my sel-
fish pretensions, deepen my appreciation
of beauty, and broaden my spiritual and
intellectual horizons.

As a freshman I sometimes felt that I
held the globe in my palm and that it
was not necessary to go to classes, but
as the years went by I came to realize
that the knowledge I possessed is only a
meagre fraction of all that there is to be
known. This realization has spurred my
imagination ‘and curiosity. It is also this

(Cont. on page 9)
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Fine Arts Centre and Gymnasium

With the fulfillment of the 40th Anniversary goal for development, the second part
of the construction plan has begun. The pneumatic drills are digging away the rocky
hill near the tennis courts and their «joyous» noise hails the realization of the Fine
Arts building and the Gymnasium.

The site of the Fine Arts building is at the east end of the College Green and its
area will be 2,850 sq. meters. The Gymnasium will be built where the tennis courts are
now and will cover an area of 1,400 sq. meters. It is hoped that the buildings will be
finished by 1970.

View of the inside levels of the Fine Arts Centre.

The Fine Arts Centre will be built on five levels and will house the music, drama
and art departments. Level (1) — the basement — will consist of the music rooms, the
sculpture room, the ceramics and graphics rooms. Levels (2), (3) and (4) will house
the Recital Hall, drama workshop with faculty offices on the 4th level. Level (5) will
have six classrooms for art and the exhibition hall.

The music area comprises a classroom for 35 students; the choir room will have
risers for 40 singers. There will be small individual sound-proof rooms for practicing
musical instruments. The proposed program in Music, in addition to what is available
in the catalogue, will include applied piano and applied voice. It is also hoped to in-
clude a course in Middle-Eastern music.

The drama area will have a recital hall for 300 people. The hall will serve as a work-
shop for the drama students. The stage will protrude, with seats around it in a semi-
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circle, and back-stage there will be rooms for storing the scenery, costumes, and dressing
and rehearsal rooms.

The art area is divided between the basement and the top floor; the noisemaking
courses such as sculpture will be in the basement. The sculpture room will have an in-
teresting note about it because of the track leading from the room to the garden. Thus
students who prefer to work outside can roll their projects on the tracks and work in
the open. In addition to the former course in art such as drawing, painting, design,
sculpture, ceramics and history of art, new courses will be given in graphics (printing-
making), photography and more art courses. The exhibition hall will hold the exhibits
of the students. It is also hoped that the hall will be used as an art gallery by local ar-
tists. Miss M. TIrani, from the BCW Art Department, enthusiastically talked about hav-
ing a permanent collection of art works on display. Some of the works will be those of
the students; but she hopes that others will come as gifts from artists, alumnae and
friends of BCW. (See Miss Irani's letter on page 19).

The Gymnasium will be built on four levels. It will have many facilities and will be
open to the alumnae, their husbands and children.

The first level will be the underground swimming pool.

The second level will have a bowling alley and a basket ball court and pull-out
seats for 150 people.

The third level is a balcony above the bowling alley only, leaving the space
above the basket-ball court open. This balcony will have lockers, showers and two
classrooms for body-building and dance exercises; also spare rooms for storage and
offices.

On the fourth level a fenced-in tennis court will be built level with the first floor of
the faculty apartments.

The old tea-room and lockers facing the new Gymnasium will be knocked down
and the tea-room will be rebuilt with a patio.

( Continued from page 7)

realization that forces me to leave college too difficult to find if we try to look at

with a question and not a statement. The ourselves and at others with honesty, sin-

question T ask myself is this : «How can cerity, and above all, compassion.

I continue the excitement of learning and «Culture is activity of thought, and re-
ceptiveness to beauty and humane feeling.

discovery, and how can I extend th - : ;
vy e S it Scraps of information have nothing to do

ture of my experiences?» Each one of us
will have to answer this question in her

own way. I think the answer will not be
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with it. A merely well-informed man is
the most useless bore on God’s earth.»

(Alfred North Whitehead)



40th Anniversary Development Fund

Alumnae and Friends of BCW :

On behalf of the Development Committee and myself, I wish to
thank the many donors who have enabled us to reach the goal set for
the goth Anniversary Fund.

All of us who are in the service of BCW take this as a testimony
of your strong belief and conviction in the development of this institu-
tion.

To all of you whose loyal efforts as volunteers helped in this achie-
vement, I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation.

Sincerely yours,

{e¥

Fuad S. Saba, Chairman
Development Commiite

FINANCIAL REPORT ;
BEIRUT COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
( March 1,1964 — February 29, 1968 )

L Alumnae
1. Lebanese L. 53,999.88
2. Middle East LA 4 4,753.00
3. Others LL. 5,602.00
Total Alumnae LL. 64,354.88
II.  Individuals & Firms
1. Lebanese LL. 182,340.25
2. Outside Lebanon LL. 1,067,078.66
Total Individuals & Firms LY. 1,249.418.91
IIT. Commission LL. 168,409.75
IV. Ford Foundation LE. 900,000.00
V. Interest & Exchange | 10% 112,831.20
Total Income LL. 2,495,014.74
VI. Pledges
1. Gulbenkian L. 126,000.00
2. Church Commission LL. 383,765.25
3. Others LL, 36.279.00
Total Pledges | 81 9% 546,044.25
Total Expected Income LL. 3,041,058.99
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Forty Third Annual Commencement

The BCW held its forty-third Annual Commencement on June 19, 1968. Invitations
were extended to the graduates of 1967 to receive their diplomas at this year’s commen-
cement. Fifteen 1967 graduates were present.

Ninety-eight girls from 19 countries received their diplomas. Among these were
nineteen who received Associate in Applied Science degree, seventy-two who received
their Bachelor of Arts degree and seven their Bachelor of Science degree. In addition to
their B.A., thirteen graduates received their teaching diplomas.

Countries Classified.

Lebanon 46
Jordan 2
Iraq

Syria

(S I T

Iran

US.A.
U.AR.
England
Palestine
Cyprus
Jamaica
South Africa
Mexico
Argentine
Venezuela
Saudi Arabia
Kuwait
Sudan

e e e O T T O N OF )

Canada

Majors Classified.

History 4 | Fine Arts 5 | Arabic
History-Political Science 23 | Sociology-Social Work 13 | Biology
Psychology 4 | Education 2 | Chemistry-Maths.
English 8 | Home Economics 8 | Biology-Chemistry

L
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Alumnae News

Umaima Ayoub Shabhar BA'63 and her
two daughters left Beirut last June for
Abidjan, Cbte d'Ivoire. She has joined
her husband who left earlier this year.
Mr. Shabhar has a civil engineering of-
fice in Abidjan and their new address is :
B. P. 2545, Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire. Mrs.
Shabhar was a member of the Alumnae
Board for the past two and a half years;
she promised to keep us up-to-date on the
news of other alumnae whom she meets
at her new destination.

Magda Sabet BA'65 was recently em-
ployed as a reporter for the Daily Star in
Beirut.

Abla Wafa Dajani BA’63 worked for
three years as an instructor of Social Stu-
dies at Ramallah Women Teacher Train-
ing Centre/UNRWA. After June 5, 1967
she moved to Amman where her parents
live. During the academic year 1967-68
she was Vice Principal at Amman Wo-
men Teacher Training Centre/UNRWA.
This centre was opened this year only
as a result of the loss of the West Bank
to enable the Palestinian girls in the East
Bank to continue their studies. Hala
Aghabi BA’66 is instructor of English
and Education at that same centre.

Professor Thurayya Malhas AA’45 has
recently published the sixth collection of
her poetry entitled «Khabba’na as-Sawa-
reekh fil Hayakel» (trans. : We hid the
missiles in the temple. This is the thirtreenth
published book for Professor Malhas.
Price : LL 10. The proceeds of one hun-
dred copies were donated to Friends of
Jerusalem. Another pamphlet was also
12

published in Arabic and is entitled «The
Struggle of the Arab Womany». This talk
was given during the Palestine Week at
BCW last May. 1500 copies were donat-
ed to Friends of Jerusalem, too.

Mrs. Mayda Haydari Mahmud AA’3S
It was very delightful to receive Mrs.
Mayda Haydari Mahmud at the Alumnae
Office. Mrs. Mahmud is an outstanding
personality in the social work in Iraq.
Accompanied by her close friend, Mrs.
Najla Akrawi, she shed light on her ac-
complishments since she left the College.

Mayda is a graduate of 1935 and in
1939 took her B.A. from AUB. In her
main field of education she began her
work as principal of the Intermediate
School in Baghdad for six years. From
1945-1956 she was General Supervisor of
Elementary schools and later Supervisor
of Secondary schools and the training of
Elementary teachers.

Along with her main work in educa-
tion, Mrs. Mahmud is one of the founders
of the Red Crescent (women’s branch)
in Baghdad and this year she was elected
its president. Since the June War the
Red Crescent in Irag has been working
mainly for the refugees of this tragic
event. Food, clothing and medicines have
been continuously sent to Jordan and
financial assistance was also collected
and sent to bereaved Jordanian families.

On March 24, 1968, soon after the Is-
raeli attack on Karami, Mrs. Mahmud
joined a delegation from Iraq to visit the
town and the front-line villages in Jor-
dan. She was appalled at the sight of des-
truction and complete demolition of cer-

(Cont. on page 14)
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The Alumnae Board visits Shouf National College

i 3 "
Mrs. May Himadeh AA’40, Director of
the Shouf National College.

It was a lovely Spring morning on May
25 when a group of ten alumnae Board
members started on a day’s trip to Baak-
leen to visit the Shouf National College.
The invitation was extended by Mrs.
May Himadeh AA’40, Director of the
school.

The drive became refreshing as the
cars winded higher and higher to the le-
vel of 850 m above sea level where Baak-

leen is perched on a hill overlooking the
sea and the green Lebanese mountains.
The stillness of the area is what strikes
a visitor from the busy hubbub of Beirut.
To speak of quietness and a school might
sound rather contradictory, but the day
was a Saturday and most of the boarding
students had left for the week-end to visit
their parents and friends.

The tem buildings of Shouf National
College are spread over an area
of 25,000 sq. m. Whether old or new,
the inside of each building is well
equipped with all the requirements
a modern school needs to provide
for its student body. The playgrounds
extend over a large area and include iwo
tennis courts, volley ball, foot ball and
basket ball fields. The bulk of the stu-
dent body are day students who come
from Baakleen and the neighboring vil-
lages.

The school is co-educational and con-
sists of three main divisions : the kinder-

Secondary School building .

SUMMER 1968
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garten and elementary school, the secon-
dary school and the vocational division
which has a section for secretarial work
for both boys and girls and the Home
Economics for girls.

It is a non-profit institution supported
by the students’ fees and by donations
from various sources.

After visiting each section of the school,

Visitors to the Shouf National College.The alumnae board and some university

Mrs. Himadeh, who acted as the guide to
the alumnae group, led the guests to the
dining room where a luscious meal was
served.

The alumnae started back to Beirut
late that afternoon after a day well spent
at a school which truly ranks as a model
school and deserves all assistance and

encouragement.

= R e

women from Beirut.

(Cont. from page 12)

tain areas and at the miserable conditions
in which the inhabitants of these areas
live as a result of this inhuman aggres-
sion. She returned to Iraq with these pic-
tures of misery imprinted on her mind
and with her group she was spurred to
do her utmost to help these victims.

In Iraq, the Red Crescent offered great
assistance to the victims of the flood
which took place last Spring.

In her visit to the Lebanese Red Cross,
Mrs. Mahmud was greatly impressed by
the work accomplished by this organiza-
tion especially the Junior Red Cross, first-
aid training to air hostesses and by the
equipment available for their use such as
the mobile clinics and the blood bank.
Her aim is to expand the work of the
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Red Crescent in Iraq along the lines of
the Lebanese Red Cross.

When asked about BCW alumnae in
Iraq, Mrs. Mahmud said, «Unfortunately,
they have not crganized themselves into
a regular BCW alumnae group; but as in-
dividuals they are excellent representati-
ves of the College. Each one of them is
fulfilling the duties she is entrusted with,
whether as responsible housewives or
in their own jobs and careers. When
meeting them, one can always feel the
presence of social consciousness and
their eagerness to help their environ-
ment.»

Mrs. Mahmud has two daughters, Lina
BA’67 and Sabiha EX’67. Her new dau-
ghter-in-law, Samia Khairy, is also a 1968
graduate of the College.
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Extension Courses

Following the announcement in our
Winter Alumnae Bulletin, a good num-
ber of alumnae, teachers and other mem-
bers of the community joined the exten-
sion courses given at BCW during the
second semester of the academic year
1967-68.

CERAMICS COURSE

The ceramics course was offered to en-
courage ex-students to return to college
and develop new interests. Although the
course had been designed for beginners,
it was found that some of the students
had already done some clay work.

Just as primitive man had played and
used the wet clay he found in the rivers,
so these students experimented and made
uneven primitive pots. Soon their confi-
dence and knowledge of techniques and
decoration grew and they were produc-
ing tiles in the form of fish, slab-built

Miss May Abbud BA’67 using wet
clay to stick a rim round the top of her
plant pot. Later she decorated it with
engraved lines and circles.
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plant pots and very pleasing large lamp
bases. They were most anxious to have
their pieces fired and glazed, some help-
ing in loading and unloading the Kiln
and in watching it until the correct tem-
perature was reached. All were anxious
to work on the wheel, but found it need-
ed a great deal of practice before they
could begin to be anything like masters
of the spinning lump of clay. The course
ended all too quickly with their final pro-
ject — a decorated bird made without
any advice — and the individual exhi-
bitions of their four months’ work.

The course was given by Miss Susan
Williamson who received the Ministry of
Education National Diploma of Design
in pottery and terra-cotta after four
years’ study at High Wycombe School of
Art, and the Art Teachers’ Diploma
after a further year at Birmingham Uni-
versity. She has taught crafts and cera-

Mrs. L. Sawaya, AA'35 former pre-
sident of the Alumnae Association, con-
centrating as she decorates her plant pot.
In front of her are other slab built pieces.
On her left, Mrs. E. Tilkian, perfecting a
piece and in the background Mrs. C.
Richardson and Georgia Michalidou.
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mics in different schools in England to
students of all age groups, and also at
High Wycombe College of Technology
and Art, and Mill End Evening Institute.
After five years she gave up teaching to
devote all her time to work in her pot-
tery studio, in the countryside near Lon-
don. At present she is working in Beirut
but goes home for three months every
summer to work and experiment on new
ideas and techniques.

It is hoped to re-arrange the Ceramics
course at BCW and to give it in the early
evening when more alumnae will be free
to attend. The final details about the
course will be available at the Alumnae
Office early next Fall .

LIBRARY SCIENCE

Besides the regular students, a num-
ber of alumnae benefitted from the Lib-
rary Science course which was given dur-
ing this last semester. The course covered
general aspects of librarianship. Special
emphasis was given to a description of
various kinds of libraries and the special
services each can give. A visit was made
to the AUB library where staff members

General Meeting

explained the functions of each depari-
ment. Extensive use was made of audio-
visual materials such as films, film strips,
records and tapes. Guest speakers includ-
ed Mr. Maurice Leach from the library
services section of the Ford Foundation
and Mr. Francis Kent, University Libra-
rian of AUB.

The course was given by Mrs. Isabel
Hathorn, Director of the School Libra-
rian’s Workshop (given by BCW July-
August 1968), who is also on the staff of
the BCW library. She received her Mas-
ter’s degree in Library Science from the
University of Kentucky in 1966 and has
worked in both public and school libra-
ries in the USA. Mrs. Hathorn is a train-
ed and experienced school librarian
whose main interest is in children’s lite-
rature and library services to children
and young people. Aided by a grant from
the Ford Foundation she has established
a children’s library at BCW which is
open during the summer from 8:00 a.m.
— 11:00 am. On Wednesdays from
11:30 — 12:30 a program of filmstrips
for children will be shown. Alumnae,
who are holders of BCW library cards
and their children are welcome.

During the 2nd General Meeting of the
Alumnae Association for the year 1967-
68 which was held on June 8, the clec-
tions of four new board members took
place.

Aida Ramy Shabshab (BA’50) was
unanimously elected for the post of Trea-
surer. After her graduation she taught at
BCW and later became the Alumnae
Executive Secretary. She was the first
person to organize the Alumnae Office
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and to put the records and addresses in
order. She also served on the alumnae
board during which time she was very
active and devoted to her work. Mrs.
Shabshab is the wife of Mr. Raja Shab-
shab, an engineer, and has two boys.
Huda Abdel Baki Kantar (BA’5R),
Suad Khallouf Katul (AA’46) and Rajiha
Mahmoud Saghir (BA’63) were elected
as board members for three years.
(Cont. on page 19)
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Letters to the Editor

—

Dear Editor,

I was very happy to receive a copy of
the Winter ‘68 Alumnae Bulletin and to
read about new development at BCW.

At present I am a student at Michigan
State University majoring in Psychology.
This summer I will be doing Psychology
research under a National Science Foun-
dation Scholarship.

Sincerely,

Kay Markarian AA’67

2547 Green Acres Drive
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18103
. S AL

Dear Editor,

Thank you for sending the last edition
of the Alumnae Bulletin. It was wonder-
ful to hear about other BCW alumnae.

I would like to give some information
to you. I graduated from BCW in June
1964, and was married to Donald Ho-
Ward Coleman on December 29, 1965.
We have a son, Mark Howard, born May
30, 1967.

We are Head Residents of Muzzall
Hall at Central Washington State College,
Ellensburg, Washington, while my hus-
band completes his Master's decree in
psychology.

Thank you again for the bulletin, and
I send my best regards to the College and
best hopes for its future.

Sincerely,
Judith L. Coleman
(Judith L. Armstrong BA’64)

Dear Mrs. Rafidi,

1 always look forward to the next
issue of the Alumnae Bulletin with each
one I receive.

SUMMER 1968

Much success with all your and the
College’s endeavors.
Very sincerely,
Sita Kurkjian Smith AA’49
1111Bryn Mawr Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21210
U. S. A,

Dear Editor,

All these years I have been reading
the Alumnae Bulletin with pleasure, as
it is the only connection I have with my
dear old Alma Mater. I have been fol-
lowing with interest the growth and de-
velopment of Beirut College for Women.

The loss of Dr. Salwa Nassar was a
great shock to me, as I knew her perso-
nally. She was at AUB when I entered
Junior College as a Freshman. Whenever
I had some trouble in Math, I used to go
to her, and she never turned me down.
What a pity her brilliant career was cut
so short !

I have transferred $15 through the
Bank Melli Iran as my subscription for
the coming years.

I will always be looking forward to
receiving the Alumnae Bulletin.

Sincerely yours,

Alexie Ristakian
(Alexie Roubian AA’36)
29, Sanaie Ave.

Teheran, Iran

1 shall never forget the wonderful ex-
periences I had at Beirut College for Wo-
men ! T have had many interesting expe-
riences teaching in U. S. and in many dif-
ferent countries including Iran, where I
was born of missionary parents.

Marjory Helen Bentley EX’53
265 Glenwood Ave.

Syracuse, New York 13207

U. S. A,
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Dear Editor,

Thank you for sending me the Alumnae
Bulletin. I have enjoyed reading it and
keeping up with the news from our be-
loved BCW. I have been in the U.S. for
11 years and you can imagine how I long
to go back and visit the friends and fami-
ly I have there and I appreciate very
much receiving news from the Middle
East.

I have three girls and I have been
teaching in the Selma public school. En-
closed is my membership fee.

Sincerely,

Hayah Zabana

(Hayah Atallah AA’52)
1402 Old Montgomery Road
Selma, Alabama 36701

U. S. A,

Dear Mrs, Akrawi,

Most universities and colleges, let alone
Art academies, boast of a private collec-
tion of art works that are usually on per-
manent display in their gallerics, or are
exhibited in befitting spots on their cam-
puses. Works may include paintings,
drawings, prints, sculpture, archaeological
pieces etc.

I would like to urge the Alumnae As-
sociation to consider the privilege of be-
ing the pioneer and initiator in campaign-
ing for the first acquisitions of art works
for a permanent collection to be placed
in the new Fine Arts building that will
hopefully be ready for use by October
1969.

The unveiling of the works regardless
of number, would be a most rewarding
experience and would justifiably put the
Alumnae Association in the category of
art promoters. It is hoped that the acqui-
sition of at least one work of art a year
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will eventually become an Alumnae tra-
dition.

Recommended acquisition procedure :

1. Donation of works by artists and/
or collectors approached by a com-
mittee.

2. Purchase of art works by indivi-
duals or group of alumnae.

3. Allotment of an annual sum by the
Alumnae Association for this pur-
pose.

Hoping this proposition will be met

with enthusiasm, I remain,
Yours sincerely,
Mehranguise Irani
Chairman,
Fine Arts Department, BCW
June 28, 1968

...let me congratulate you on the Bul-
letin which I read several times. It is
beautifully presented and I am sure that
it will prove to be an excellent medium
of communication among us. I was de-
lighted to read about Zahia Maksad
(who does not remember me perhaps)
and of the efforts of Munira Solh who
turned a personal misfortune into service
to her country and humanity. The efforts
of these ladies filled me with admiration
and I hope that this generation will see
people with such stamina.

Now that I have been spending so
much of my time at home, I have come
to think (un lievre en son gite pensait,
car que peut-on faire dans un gite si I'on
ne pense) that the status of women is a
subject worth spending efforts on and
that the situation of women, not
only in the East but in the whole
world,  presents problems  which
are far from being solved. Had I
had more proficiency with my pen,
I would have written an article in
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the Bulletin on the subject. But, I am
sure that people who are more eloquent
than myself have done so already. My
main concern is not so much to fight for
the rights of women as such (a subject
worthy of the deepest studies) but the
complacence with which some of our
young women are accepting a fundamen-
tally inferior status bribed by well-being
and luxury. I call this the «diamond and
fur trap» in the progress of women. Here
also, after fifty years, the women have
not achievedmuch and the girls nowa-
days do not have the push of the suffra-
gettes. Please do not think that I am in-
tending to tie myself to rails or fling my-
self under cars as the suffragettes did,
but I am intending to apply my mind to
the question and smoothly try to eradi-
cate the ridiculous situation whereby, in
some communities at least, women are
governed by laws meant for a society of
two thousand years ago, and the worst
part of it is their acceptance of these

laws. Do they have, at BCW enough co-
pies of J. S. Mill’s excellent classic «On
the Subjection of Women» ? I will be de-
lighted to send them some if necessary.
....Mrs. Maliha Yamulki Hakim AA’30,
her husband and daughter are here on
their way to Canada to visit their son
Basim who is working in Nova Scotia.
...Please remember me to all the friends
whom you meet.
Sincerely,
Guzine
(Mrs. G. A. K. Rasheed AA’30)
173 Latymer Court
Hammersmith Road
London W. 6

Editor’s note :

Excerpts from a letter to Mrs Najla Akra-
wi sent by Mrs. Guzine Rasheed from
London. By publishing it, it is hoped
that some of the alumnae who think al-
ong similar lines will be motivated to
express their vlews in the Alumnae
Bulletin.

(Cont. from page 16)

After her graduation Mrs. Kantar stu-
died Italian, Spanish and German at the
institutes in Beirut. She then pursued her
studies at AUB and took her M.A. in
political science in 1967. In 1964 she
visited the USA and stayed in New York
for six months where she acquainted her-
self with the cultural aspects of the city.
In July 1967 she was married to Mr.
Riyad Kantar and recently had a baby
girl.

Mrs. Katul continued her education at
AUB and received her B.A. She then
taught psychology for three years at
AUB. She is married to Mr. Peter Katul
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and has three children, two boys and one
girl.

Mrs. Saghir was very active in extra-
curricular activities while at BCW. She
was treasurer and later secretary of the
home economics club, chairman of the
Carnival committee and house-mother
for the boaders at Nicol Hall.

At the recommendation of the College,
she was chosen to go to USA and repre-
sented Iraq in the Exchange Program for
International Living. After her return, she
taught for two years at the girls’ college
in the University of Baghdad. In 1963,
she was married to Mr. Abdul Rahman
Saghir, a professor at AUB School of
Agriculture, and has two children, a boy
and a baby girl.
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Vital Milestones

Married :

Minerva Tarazi BA’58 to Mr. Mike
Awad on February 17, 1968 in Beirut.

Lina Najib Mahmud BA’67 to Mr. Mu-
waffak Rida on March 21, 1968 in Bagh-
dad. Mr. Rida, a laywer, is a graduate of
Leeds University and has specialized in
Commercial Law.

Samia Khairy BA'68 to Juneid Mah-
mud, M.D.’68 (AUB) on June 24, 1968.
The couple will spend the coming four
years in the U.S.A. at Houston Hospital,
Texas, where Dr. Mahmud will specialize
in internal medicine.

Aida A. Boury BA’66 to Mr. Emile
Khoury on July 6, 1968 in Beirut.

Born to :

Huda al Khalil Khaireddine BA’67 and
Mr. Saleem Khaireddine a baby boy,
Marwan, on February 14, 1968.

Salwa Khleif Rahhal AAS61 and
Mr. Labib Rahhal a baby boy, Rami,
on April 1, 1968.

Leila Minkara Chaarani EX’64 and Dr.
Najad Chaarani a baby boy, Hani, on
June 3, 1968. Hani's brother, Kamal, is
3 years old.

Liubizia Pertchevitch Khairallah BA’64
and Prof. George Khairallah (AUB) a
baby girl on June 7, 1968. Megan is their
second daughter.

Diana Domian Abdo AA’63 and Mr.
T. D. Abdo a baby girl on June 4, 1968.
Rudayna is their second child. Their son
Nadim is 24 years old.

on city planning and architecture.

Palestine in May 1968.

in Beirut.

On behalf of the alumnae, students and faculty of the Beirut College
for Women, the Bulletin extends deep sympathy to :

Mrs. Alice Fakhry AA’49, Mrs. Nellie Hovaguinian AAS’50, Hilda
and Mary Shiber AA’49 and AA’51 on the death of their brother Dr. Saba
G. Shiber on July 5, 1968. He graduated as a Civil Engineer from AUB, re-
ceived his M. A. and M.C.P. from M.LT. and his Ph. D. from Cornell
University in 1956. His latest post was Architectural and City Planning
Expert on the Planning Board of Kuwait, and Vice-President of the Afro-
Asian Housing Organization. He published several articles and books

Mrs. Azadouhi Vorperian AA’43 and Mrs. Antoinette Nahra AA’52
on the death of their father, Hagop Babayan, who passed away in Jaffa,

The family of Raja Hajjar AA’62 who passed away in April, 1968






