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This is a year that marks an important milestone in the life of the Beirut College
for Women. Dr. Salwa C. Nassar is the first Arab woman to be entrusted with the pre-
sidency of the College. The appointment was met with great acclaim by students, alum-
nae, the Lebanese community and the Arab World at large.

Of special interest to the Alumnae Association is the fact that Dr. Nassar is an
alumna of 1933 and was President of the Association in 1947-48,

In her convocation address President Nassar with her great scholarly poise declared
the academic year officially open with the following statement :

At BCW we are after the education that deepens our sensitivity; that heightens our
creativity; that sharpens our discriminating ability and that widens our adaptability;
the education that cultivates and strengthens our will and capacity to accept res-
ponsibilities with faith, and to escape self destruction.

Education is a three-sided structure : the acquiring of knowledge ; the training in
the skills and the developing of attitudes of the mind and spirit.

Let us keep these three aspects in equilibrium.

Picking up threads where her capable predecessors left off Dr. Nassar has very
well expressed the spirit of BCW with which it was first conceived and brought into
existence by its founders and later by its successive leaders.

It is with great pride that the Alumnae Association dedicates its first bulletin for
the year 1965-66 to Dr. Salwa Nassar and with this dedication we offer our full sup-

port and cooperation to make the years of her presidency a continuing growth of our
College.
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Dr. Salwa Nassar, new president of the College

by Najla Akrawi AA'33

When 1 was asked to write an article
about Dr. Nassar, to be published in this
special number of the alumnae bulletin,
1 accepted the task with great pleasure.
For, apart from being the first Lebanese
President of BCW, Dr. Nassar is a class-
mate of mine, at that same College, long
ago when it was still a Junior College
with thirty graduating sophomores. The
classroom contact, some extra curricular
activities, and student conferences at
Shweir and Baalbeck made us enjoy a
close intimacy that was the beginning of
a long and continued friendship that
never waned across the years.

Later on as our ways drifted apart,
I kept a keen interest in Dr. Nassar’s
career as a scholar in nuclear research;
and it was always a source of pride to
me to come across her name in connec-
tion with some international scientific
conference or publication. It was also a
real joy to us whenever she arrived in
Baghdad, Paris or New York and came
to see us. We could then chat, reminisce,
and enjoy the flavour of her keen alert
mind, ever at work with some new ori-
ginal idea fermenting, which gradually
and invariably took shape in a tangible
practical project that proved its worth
along the years. She would explain the
most complicated scientific theory or
latest research in very simple language to
drive it home to the uninitiated. Hers is
always a subdued but clear voice that
does not seek eloquence or flowery wrns
to impress.

This is probably due to an innate
wisdom with which Dr. Nassar is endow-
ed. As I look back at our adolescent years
at the College, I don’t remember a single
foolishness committed by Salwa. Most of
us did. In our excited talk, exaggerated
arguments, foolish actions and appear-
ances, our rebellious youth showed. Sal-
wa was one of the few exceptions — the
calm and reserved student around whom

4

noise and commotion subsided. Neverthe-
less, you could not spend a dull moment
with her for her sense of humour always
came to the rescue with a little smile and
a twinkle of the eye. The Arabic society
of the College once put on a play in
which Salwa, Edvick Jureidini, Gladvs
Sarkis and I figured. She had the role of
abu Tanseh — a Lebanese peasant, who
was a sort of simpleton. She acted her
role so well and with so much humour
that it brought roars of laughter from
the audience. The next day, the local
press singled her out and praised her
exceptional talent for acting.

It is perhaps this wisdom which she
is trying to impress upon the Freshmen
of this year when in her first letter in the
College handbook, she urges them to be
discriminating, repeating the words of one
of the best epistle writers of the world.

«Test all things, hold fast unto that
which is good». Then she says «what we
do the first forty days is very significant
for what follows. This is so, because most
things in life are a sequence». In that
short letter of hardly one page, is drawn
the picture of the new president. It is the
picture of the scholar who has been im-
pressed by the «sequence of knowledger.
It is also the picture of the quiet unas-
suming human being who shares with the
little freshmen one common feature
namely that of being one of them. Fi-
nally, it is the picture of a concerned,
wise educator who gives advice softly,
almost in a whisper, without appearing to
be preaching or imposing.

As we look back into Dr. Nassar’s
career and achievements, we have a chain
of continued effort, and active years full
of interest and challenge to us and to ge-
nerations to come. Dr. Nassar’s speciali-
zation has been in mathematics and nuc-
lear physics. That is how she has been
known to us at home, and to the inter-
national world at large. Early in life
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while still a student at high school in
Shweir and Broummana she discovered
her love for physics and decided upon her
future career. In 1938, she graduated
from the A.UB. with a B.A. degree with
distinction in Physics. This was followed
by one year of teaching in Iraq, and one
year at Smith College, where she tovk
her M. A.. Her Ph. D. in Physics was
secured at the University of California at
Berkeley, after which she returned to
Smith College where she taught for 2

years.

In 1945 she joined the faculty of the
A.J.C. as the BCW was then called. Dr.
Stoltzfus was the president, and he gave
her full support to found the science de-
partment. In 1949 she became a visiting
lecturer at the University of Ann Arbor,
Michigan, where she followed up her
research in atomic physics. In 1950 she
joined the faculty of the A.U.B. where
she served in the physics department as
Professor and chairman of the depart-
‘ment. She took a leave of absence last
July when she was called upon to iake
‘up her new post at the BCW.

All through her teaching career, Dr.
‘Nassar has been an active member of
many scientific societies among which we

. may count : the American Physics So-
~ ciety, the American Association of Phy-
~ sies Teachers, Phi Beta Kappa, and Sig-
- ma Xi. Her pet idea for many years was

- for launching and founding the Lebanese

- National Council for Scientific Research.

- She started preaching it in 1952 and in

1962, her constant effort brought fruit.

- The Council was established, and the Le-

Government allotted to it one per

b cent of the national budget.

. Since 1955 she has represented Le-
b In more than ten international

: ' - Conferences. Several of them were organ-

ized by the UN. at Geneva on the peace-

f8l Use of atomic energy.

MAS we would expect, her publica-

e 5 are mainly the fruit of her scienti-

i Wslearch. The following are a few

m%pes of her contributions : «Ultra
€t absorption by Poly Peptides» an
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article which appeared in the journal of
the optical society; five publications on
Cosmic Rays, and several publications on
Radio Isotopes. «The Creative Individual
and Society» was published in a book
arranged by Vassar for its centennial cele-
bration.

In 1952 the new President was
awarded the Golden Medal of the De-
partment of Education of Lebanon. Then
followed another Lebanese decoration of
the Officers Grade. It was awarded by
the Prime Minister in recognition of her
effort at giving a concentrated course on
techniques and application of Radio Iso-
topes in medicine and agriculture. It was
an occasion which brought to Lebanon
many participants of high caliber from
all over the Middle East. This activity
prompted the atomic energy commission
of the US.A. to grant Lebanon equip-
ment valued at a quarter of a million
dollars which was entrusted to the phy-
sics department and the hospital of the
A.UB. In 1963, Dr. Nassar received the
decoration of the Lebanese Association
of University Women.

To complete the picture of an ex-
ceptional person with so many fruitful
years already to her credit, we are jus-
tified in looking ahead and trying to
reveal some of the new president’s plans
and aspirations for the future of the
College.

Looking into our immediate com-
munity with concern, and trying to ans-
wer some of its needs and aspirations,
she formulates her plans. A program on
continuing education for women, the Le-
banese studies program and the intro-
duction of a course in French Literature,
give us a glimpse of her vision and prac-
tical sense in leadership of the College.

When asked what the driving force
has been behind her active life and fruit-
ful career, Dr. Nassar says : «It has been
a passion for science which I wanted to
share with a community T love» A work
prompted by love and sustained by
faith and wisdom inspire us with confi-
dence for the future of BCW and the
education of women in our country.



President’s Policy Speech at Faculty Retreat

During the usual Facully Relreat held every year just before the beginning of
the academic year, both old and new members of the faculty met for fellowship and

orientation for two days at Mukarzel Hotel, Bois de Bologne (Lebanon).

The following is the ‘policy’ speech addressed to the faculty by the new President,

Dr. Salwa Nassar.

e L

President Nassar addressing the faculty during the retreat.

The valuable and enlightening ex-
perience of the last thirty hours prompts
me to acknowledge with deep apprecia-
tion the far-sightedness and the wisdom
of those who established the tradition of
the Beirut College for Women Retreat;
and to give credit to all those who have
contributed through the years to bring
this function to the level it has now at-
tained.

The plans I am presenting are to be
studied through the months and perhaps
the years ahead in the light of the theme
and ideas of this Retreat.

In all disciplines and particularly so
in science, one is aware of the sequence
of knowledge not only that one builds on
the ideas and achievements of one’s pre-
decessors, but also and to a very large
extent, is stimulated by the thinking of
his contemporaries both near and far. I
am finding that in administration this is

equally so. Our accomplishments, yours
and mine, at BCW will add a sturdy
layer, in the structure that has been grow-
ing for at least 41 years. We will learn
from the successes and failures of those
before us, here and elsewhere, and bene-
fit by the ideas and innovations in the
world of higher education,

My aspirations and plans for the
College concern :
a) The internal organization
b) The academic program
¢) The student body

Whether long or short range plan-
ning, all will be done aiming at the high
quality worthy of our objectives; the
quality of attainment worthy of a Chris-
tian institution serving peoples of all
faiths on absolutely equal footing; a wo-
men’s institution cognizant of the role of
women in the development of society
and in the setting of all standards; an
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educational institution in an age of
«knowledge explosion» crying for innova-
tions to accomodate the necessary train-
ing; a college of higher learning at a time
where competition in based on intellec-
tual achievements and where supremacy
is of the mind and the spirit.

«Quality justifies our existence»

In no way and by no means do I
intend to watch this College become a
basically functional institution. It will re-
main primarily a liberal arts college, but
a good liberal arts college where all dis-
ciplines are given equal chance to deve-
lop, i.e. a college of Arts and Sciences in
an age when sciences are humanities. At
the same time, we do not live in a va-
cuum. This College is called upon to
train the teacher, the social worker, the
nutritionist and above all the mother.

BCW is not competing with any
other institution of learning. We have a
great mission to perform and we will go
about it with entire confidence and ins-
titutional ~ dignity cooperating for the
common good within our objectives.

I shall now turn to more specific
points pertaining to each of the three ca-
tegories :

a. The organizational issues involve :

1) The faculty responsibilities and
privileges as ome of the three
pillars of any college should be
clearly spelled out.

2) Budgetary organization will be
made whereby specific budgets
will be assigned to (certain)
functions, offices and divisions.

3) Immediate program to bring to-
gether the various committees of
the Boards — Management and
Trustees — and of the Faculty
that deal with related problems.

4) Financial resources.

5) Interdenominational character of
our institution and the erection
of an interdenominational chapel.

b. The academic program
May 1 repeat, that we will aim at
quality of achievement such that
every one of us is really proud to be
part of BCW. The standards will be

WINTER 1965

C.

such that our students become right-

ly assertive rather than defensive for

being at the College. Whatever de-
tail 1 give below, is only meant for
illustration. My plan includes :

1) Continuing to strengthen the hu-
manities side of the curriculum:
as a first evidence, a course on
French Literature is under con-
sideration for this semester.

2) Strengthening of the pure and
applied sciences so that we’ll be
able to provide
(a) A pre-medical course
(b) A major in mathematics
(c) A strong program in nutri-

tion and child development

3) Enriching the role we play in
the intellectual leadership in the
immediate community, in the
region and even in the world
which may appear to be preten-
tious, by :

(a) Including specific courses
such as for instance the
«History of Lebanon»; «The
Development of Islam».

(b) Establishing special pro-
grams; for instance, organ-
izing a Lebanese Studies
program that would deal
with the cultural, the eco-
nomic, the educational
aspects of Lebanon. The stu-
dy of the population of Le-
banon and here a course on
Armenian culture and histo-
ry will be quite in order.

(c) Organizing a regular annu-
al BCW symposium on an
aspect pertinent to this Col-
lege.

4) Enricing the Library and empha-
sizing the particular sections per-
tinent to us, such as Child De-
velopment and Family.

5) Reorganizing the program in the
teaching of Intensive English for
even more effective results in
this skill.

The student body (Character and size)
1) The student-body to be made
more international. BCW like
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Lebanon is a natural place for
bringing cultures together. For
instance Lebanon has always
been instrumental in assimilating
Western cultures and ideas and
transmitting them to the East;
as well as interpreting the East
and its ways to the West. The
atmosphere of academic freedom
that prevails in Lebanon makes
us particularly suitable to play
this role of bringing together
youth of all nations. Thus the
College will aim at making its
student body more international.

The accomplishments of the College
alumnae in Lebanon and in the neigh-
boring countries, the role they have play-
ed in the social, cultural and even politi-
cal awakening in this whole region, jus-
tify our attempt at present to bring the
service of the College to the continent
of Africa. The first approach has already
been launched starting with North Africa
because of the similarities in background
and languages. The making of the stu-
dent body more international will not be
at the expense of the local students.

2) Size of the student body.

Starting October 1967, the Ame-
rican University of Beirut will
require the Baccalaureate Part
2 from all Lebanese applicants
for admission to the University.
This action will affect BCW in
two ways :
A possible increase for 1967 be-
cause BCW does not require
Baccalaureate Part 2 but later a
decrease of Lebanese students.
The decrease is expected on the
following bases :

Our students have so far enjoyed
certain privileges to transfer to A.U.B.
In the future, however, only those who
enter the College on the same bases as
they would the A.U.B. i.e. the 2nd Bac-
calaureate would be allowed the transfer.
Such a situation may force the College
to require the 2éme Partie by say 1968,
in which case there will be a drop in the
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number of Lebanese students for several
years until the girls’ schools, which feed
the College, have introduced the necessa-
ry program. This is another factor which
will lead to a decrease in enrollment.

Almost 209% of last year’s students
came from Jordan. Like other countries
in the area, Jordan is establishing a good
university of its own which being so, is a
source of satisfaction to us all. However,
the fact still remains, fewer Jordanian
women will be coming to BCW.

The location, the program and ser-
vices of the College as well as the factors
I've cited that may lead to the possible
changes in the size of the student body
would amply justify the intensification of
the international character of the Col-
lege. It may even be advisable for us to
establish a summer institute dealing with
international studies.

Again concerning the character of the
student body, a program on continuing
education is envisaged, The location of
the College in the midst of a wide range
of developing countries which need every
trained citizen they can get, and which.
can ill afford not to tap every aspect of
human resources available, makes the
College particularly suitable for a pro-
gram on continuing education. It will in-
volve planning to re-habilitate women
who have had the education but have
since been engaged in home making and
who have been unable to continue their
studies. These can be retrained to handle
responsible jobs outside the home as well.

In all respects, high standards of ad-
mission have to be maintained and guard-
ed.

The plans and aspirations briefly
outlined can neither be launched, nor be
fully realized without the full cooperation
of every one of us at BCW. Many as-
pects require relative evaluation, scrutiny
and criticism. Disagreements challenge
our thinking, different points of view,
well conceived, will help crystallize our
judgement.
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New Faculty Members Join BCW

The Beirut College for Women wel-
comed this year many new faculty mem-
pers as well as a new Vice President and
a Dean of Faculty. Coming to us from
Westinghouse Electric Corporation, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania is Mr. Neil Cole
who is new Vice-President for Develop-
ment and Director of Business, Buildings
and Grounds. Dr. Pergrouhi Svajian, an
alumna of BCW, is new Dean of Faculty.
Dr. Svajian earned her Ph. D. in Child
Development and Family Life and in
Philosophy of Education from Cornell
University. She is on loan to BCW for a
semester from Brooklyn College of the
University of New York where she holds
the post of Associate Professor of Educa-
tion.

The Department of Education is very
fortunate to have acquired three new
members. Mrs. Virginia Hallam, Candi-
date Ed. D. at Teachers College, Colum-

- bia University, is new Professor of Edu-

cation and responsible for directing the
special training program for the teaching
of English as a foreign language. Mrs. Jo
Ann Owens, M.A. Teachers College, Co-
lumbia, is Asst. Prof. of Education. Miss
Louella Loewen, M.A. Wheaton College,
is also new Asst. Prof. of Education.

Miss Irene Faffler, who was previous-
ly at BCW, has come back to the En-
glish Department, after a leave of ab-
sence of two years. During this time Miss
Faffler completed course requirements for
her Ph. D. at the University of Minneso-
ta. Dr. Kenneth Harry Lendon, M.A.
John Hopkins, is part-time Lecturer in
English. Dr. Lendon is at present Visiting
Lecturer at the British Council. Mrs. Ann
Heiberg Phillips, M.A. Stanford Univer-
Sity, has joined the Department as ins-
tructor in English. Mrs. Barbara Habaka,
B.A. Douglas College, New Brunswick, is
Instructor in Demonstrative English.

Two new members of the Arabic
Department will be teaching on a part-
time bas_ls. Dr. Salah Munajid, Professor

Arabic, received his law degree from
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the Syrian University in Damascus, and
Doctoral degrees in Political Science and
History from the Sorbonne. Dr. Nadeem
Naimy, Assistant Professor of Arabic, ob-
tained his M.A. from A.U.B. and his Ph.
D. from Cambridge. Dr. Naimy belongs
to the Arabic Department at A.U.B,

Dr. Edmund Bloedow is teaching
Ancient History and Humanities. Dr.
Bloedow received his B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Toronto and his Ph. D. from
the University of Wurzburg in Germany.
The other new members who are teach-
ing History on a part-time basis are :
Mrs. Joan Ibish (M.A. Radcliffe College),
Prof. Kamal Salibi (Ph. D. London Uni-
versity) and Mr. Tarif Khalidy (M.A.
Oxford University). Dr. Bashir al-Aridi
is part-time Lecturer in Political Scien-
ce. Dr. al-Aridi received his Ph. D. from
the American University of Washington
D.C. Dr. Fuad Khuri (M.A., A.U.B. and
Ph. D. University of Oregon), is part-
time Assistant Professor of Sociology and
Anthropology. Dr. Lutfy Diab (M. Sc.
and Ph. D., University of Oklahoma), is
Associate Professor of Social Psychology.

The Religion and Philosophy De-
partment have two new part-time mem-
bers who are teaching Philosophy. Dr.
Haig Khatchadourian (Ph. D. Duke Uni-
versity) and Dr. Sadik al Azm (Ph. D.
Yale University).

Joining the Science Department as
Assistant Professor of Chemistry is Dr.
Riyad Farid Nassar. Dr. Nassar obtained
his M. Sc. at A.U.B. and his Ph. D. in
Organic Chemistry at Georgia Institute
of Technology. A new part-time member
of the same Department is Mrs. Samia
Jeha al-Khalidi who is Instructor in Bio-
logy. Mrs. al-Khalidi got her B. Sc. and
M. Sc. from A.U.B. and is at present a
research assistant in the Department of
Internal Medicine, A.U.B.

Miss Dorothy May Arnold (B.S.
Howard Payne College, and Teacher’s
Certificate, North Texas State Universi-
ty), is Instructor in Secretarial Studies.



Founders' Day

g

Every year, during the month of No-
vember, one day is set apart to remember
the year 1924, the year when the College
came into existence and to relate it in
one way or another to the present. This
year the Founders’ Day was observed on
November 27 when students, faculty, and
alumnae met to remember and honour
the founders of BCW. The meeting was
presided over by Mrs. Lily E. Szegoe,
president of the Alumnae Association.

Guest speakers were Dr. Marie Ka-
ram, AA'26 a dentist from Tripoli, Dr.
Jamal Harfouche, AA’35, leading Beirut
pediatrician and Dr. Salwa Nassar,
AA’33, president of BCW.

Dr. Marie Karam related to the au-
dience the starting point of the College
and the challenge these very early stud-
ents had to meet in order to attempt
higher education. Eighteen students were
then just finishing their high school edu-
cation and to induce them to stay for
their freshman class Miss Frances Irwin,
the first president of the one year old
College, refrained from giving these gra-
duates their diplomas for fear they might
not return. From two students in the first
freshman class the number increased to
18 in the second year. Dr. Karam cited
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some anecdotes about her teachers and
classmates which were received with
hearty applause especially by the student
body.

Dr. Jamal Harfouche spoke about
the middle years of the College. «In 1934
education was a challenge and an adven-
ture,» she said. «Just as modern man is
now discovering new planets in space,
young women in my days were still try-
ing to discover a space for higher educa-
tion on this planet.»

Her generation, products of the first
World War, remembers survival as an act
of providence. Times were hard and
scholarships almost non-existent, but pa-
rents and children managed education
somehow.

Her generation still catches up a fol-
len bread crumb and taps their foreheads
with it «in memory of the dead who were
deprived of the most elementary basic
needs, the bread of life, now taken for
granted like the water we drink and the
air we breathe.»

«But,» Dr. Harfouche continued, «all
things are possible to him who believes;
they are less difficult to him who hopes;
they are easier to him who loves and still
more easy to him who perseveres in prac-

ALUMNAE BULLETIN

tice of those virtues.»

She remembers the campus as com-
posed of one building, Sage Hall. The
last brick was being laid, the hinge on
the door being affixed and rocks covered
the campus. There was only one tree in
those days and that was swept away by
a storm.

In summing up the value received
from her education at BCW, Dr. Har-
fouche remarked, «Many facts which ap-
peared valid have been refuted. Much of
what I learned is now obsolete. What has
remained... has been transforming power,
the stable catalyst and the priceless in-
gredient.»

In conclusion President Nassar talk-
ed about the present student body of
BCW.

She praised the individuality of the
students. One day Dr. Nassar walked
into a meeting for the election of the
freshman president. One of the candi-
dates mentioned that she had been secre-
tary of her class in high school because
the boys always got the big jobs. «Of
course,» she added, «they only had the
titles, the girls did all the work. «That’s
why we have women’s colleges,» said Dr.
Nassar.

The BCW has 615 students of 31
nationalities today. Dr. Nassar said that
the school will always remain a liberal
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arts school - liberal meaning the spirit,
attitude and method of thinking other
than the textbook.

«Schools must always think how to
best serve the community,» said the pre-
sident. She mentioned the three courses
added this year, «History of Lebanon,»
«The Development of Islam,» and
«French Literature.» Next year a course
on Armenian culture will be added.

Dr. Nassar said that the school hopes
to develop a Lebanese Study program
soon.

Other future plans are a pre-medical
program, a major in Mathematics and a
specially prepared program for women

who wish to resume their studies after a
lapse of time.

The Founders’ Day committee of-
fered a surprise by having the photo-
graphs of the past BCW presidents en-
larged, framed, and displayed in the lob-
by of the College. Also the history of
the College was displayed in pictures se-
lected from old and new albums portray-
ing many phases of the College life since
1926-1965. The mounting of the six pre-
sidents’ pictures was a gift from the
Alumnae Association. Each president’s
picture is now hung in the building which
bears his or her name.

A reception for the alumnae and fa-
culty and staff followed the celebration.
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Class Reunion Luncheons

«The Class Reunion Luncheons have become a yearly tradition» announced Mrs.
Lily E. Szegoe when she welcomed the earliest alumnae of 1926-1933.

Although a large number of each class lives outside

Beirut and were unable to

attend, the number has increased compared to last year and more alumnae are looking

be

forward to their respective reunions. Invitations will

cover all classes from 1926-1965.

sent throughout the year to

1933 (left to right)

Satenig Sarrafian Amassian, Alice Abouchenab Nahhas. Mabel Salloum Barakat, Najla
Tannous Akrawi, President Salwa Nassar, Edvick Jureidini Shayboub, Marie Kara-

gulla Tushan, Minnie Katibah, Hilda Moussa Said.

Seated : Arshalous Koumashian Diab, Munira Solh and Dr. Bahia Ghosn.

12

ALUMNAE BULLETIN

The Alumnae Association Constitution

In a general meeting designated to vote on the ‘newly revised and amended

constitution the following changes are noted :

I. The language is clearer and
simpler in the new constitution.

r

A cultural committee has been
formed apart from the social.

3. The office of Secretary-Treasu-
rer was split between two mem-
bers of the Board.

4. The membership fees were left
to the discretion of the Board.
(Due to expenses introduced for
the development of the Alum-
nae Office the Alumnae Board
decided to raise the membership
fee from L.L. 500 to L.L.
10.00).

5. The different Alumnae chapters
should abide by the aims of the
Beirut head office, therefore
their constitutions should be
submitted to the Board of Ma-
nagers for approval.

6. Chapters should pay the Beirut
Alumnae Association L.L. 1
from every membership they re-
ceive.

7. A board member can be re-
elected after a lapse of one year.

The complete new constitution has been mailed to every alumna for infor-

mation.

BCW Board of Management for 1965 - 66

Mr. Farid A. Fuleihan, Chairman
Mr. Anis Dagher, Vice Chairman

Dr. John Markarian, Secretary
Rev. Larry Cardwell

Dr. Anis Freyha

Mrs. Wadad Jeha

Mrs. Adib Kaba

Rev. Isbir Makdisi

Dr. Papken Mugrditchian
Mr. Joseph Owens

Mr. Fuad Saba

Mrs. Jamil Sawaya

Mr. Munir Shehadeh
Miss Hazel St. John

Mr. Jameel Yazigi

Ex-Officio Members
Rev. Benjamin Weir

Dr. Salwa C. Nassar

WINTER 1965

Commission Representative in Lebanon
and Syria of the United Presbyterian
Church in the United States of Ameri-
ca,

BCW President
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New Board Members of the Alumnae Association

Mrs. Najla Tannous Akrawi

After her graduation from BCW in
1933 Mrs. Akrawi spent 6 years in Iraq
with the Ministry of Education, then
moved to Paris and lived with her hus-
band for 10 years while she pursued her
studies at the Sorbonne. She was a mem-
ber of the UNESCO Women’s Associa-
tion and a member of the International
Theatre Club. Her main interest and hob-
by is writing critiques about the theatre.
She has published a series of articles on
the same subject in various local papers
and magazines.

Since her return to Beirut three years
ago when her husband Dr. Matta Akrawi
joined the Department of Education,
AUB, Mrs. Akrawi has shown great in-
terest in BCW. She gave a great deal of
her time working for the BCW develop-
ment campaign among her classmates
and advising on the Book Review Club
and Bulletin of the Alumnae Associa-
tion.

Mrs. Akrawi is chairman of the Cul-
tural Committee and a member of the
Publication Committee.

Mrs. Intisar Tabsh Abu Khadra

Mrs. Abu Khadra received her B.A.
at BCW in 1953. Her interest in the
press started as early as her Freshman
year when she wrote articles for various
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Arabic dailies and magazines. After her
graduation from BCW she was employed
as a teacher with Aramco in Saudi Ara-
bia. After her marriage she settled in
Beirut where together with her husband,
Mr. Kanaan Abu Khadra, she started a
translation office for the TV films of
Aramco. Then in 1963 she founded a stu-
dio for the dubbing of these English
films into Arabic.

She is chairman of the Alumnae De-
velopment Committee and has great plans
for reaching the goal set for the fortieth
Anniversary Fund.

Mrs. Beatrice Erdekian Bedrossian

Mrs. Bedrossian graduated from
BCW in 1941. She pursued her studies at
AUB where she received her B.A. in Ma-
thematics with distinction. She is the
Treasurer of the Alumnae Association
and a member of the Social Committee.
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Mrs. Marie Karagulla Tushan

Mrs. Tushan is a graduate of 1931
and has been closely connected with
BCW. Her two sisters Shafica and Helen
and her daughter are graduates of BCW.
Since her return from Syria, Mrs. Tushan
has shown keen interest in the College.
She succeeded Mrs. Suad Kaba as secre-
tary of the Alumnae Association. Mrs.
Kaba requested that she be relieved of
her office during her third year of office
due to some domestic responsibilities.

Miss Aida Khoury

Miss Khoury received her B.A. from
BCW in 1960. She was deputized by Mrs.
Dalal Sawaya to replace her on the Board
during Mrs. Sawaya’s absence in USA for
the current year.

Miss Khoury is presently working
with Radio Voice of the Gospel as Ra-
dio Program Producer. On the Alumnae
Board she is an active member of the
Social Committee.

3

The Alumnae Bulletin regrets to
announce the untimely death of one of
its former faculty members, Haseeb H.
Mroueh, who passed away on August
29 after a prolonged illness.

Mr. Mroueh was a graduate of Cor-
nell University, N.Y. in Rural Sociology.
From 1959-1962, he taught Sociology at
BCW and later became the chairman of
the department. He was also the advisor
of the BCW Social Service Organization.

His interest in this organization extended
till the last days of his life. In 1962 he
joined the Ford Foundation as Assistant
to the Representative in the regional of-
fice of the Middle East in Beirut. In this
capacity he assisted in the planning and
development of technical assistance aid
in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arabia
and Iraq.

In memory of the late Mr. Mroueh
the student Social Service Cabinet has
established an award in his name. This
award will be given to the student in the
Senior Class who shows similar charac-
teristics to those practiced by Mr.
Mroueh during his rich life time.

Mr. Mroueh is survived by his wife
Mrs. Najwa Munla Mroueh BA’63 an
alumnae board member, and his newly
born son called after him.

Qur deep sympathy is extended to
Mrs. Mroueh, and to his family in their
bereavement.

WINTER 1965
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Alumnae Chapters

Letters to the Editor

In Amman, Jordan a new board was
elected for the year 1965-66 consisting of:
Miss Wijdan Nasser BA'61 President
Mrs. Abla Kawar AA’52 Vice President
Mrs. Yusra Aweida BA’60 Secretary
Mrs. Zena Sharaiha BA’57

Corresponding Secretary
Miss Saadat Hamide BA’61  Treasurer
Mrs. Wijdan Siam AA’59
Cultural Com mittee
Miss Zoya Assaad EX'65
Cultural Committee
Miss Aida Bsaisso BA’62
Social Committee
Mrs. Najla Bisharat AA42
Social Committee
Miss Leila Bawab AA’62
Public Relations Committee
Mrs. Berkazar Dubbati AA’36
Public Relations Committee

Their first activity was a get-toge-
ther dinner for alumnae and their hus-
bands held on November 6.

A general meeting was held on No-
vember 16 during which Mrs. Abla Ka-
war AA’5S2 gave a demonstration on
Christmas candle making.

Miss Diana Taky Deen AA’51, pro-
minent Lebanese musician, will give a
piano recital on December 29 sponsored
by the Jordanian Chapter.

In Tripoli, Lebanon, the chapter has
resumed its activities for this year by
sponsoring a ballet program introduced
by the German Cultural Institute.

In Kuwait, the alumnae are in the
process of organizing an alumnae chap-
ter and have already contributed L.L. 500
to the Scholarship Fund.

The Alumnae Association is very
proud of its alumnae wherever they may
be and is always confident that they ren-
der service to their communities in the
same spirit learned by them at BCW.
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Dear Editor :

It gives me great joy and pleasure
every time I receive the BCW Alumnae
Bulletin. T am always reminded of the
wonderful three years that I spent at the
College. It is just great to know about all
the familiar activities and the new deve-
lopments that are always taking place.
The Orme-Gray Hall looks beautiful, and
must be very modern on the inside com-
pared to Nicol Hall where I spent my
three years of residence.

My address has changed since last
October 1964. My husband and I are
now owners of the Flowers Piano Co.
(1407 Greensboro Avenue, Tuscaloosa.,
Ala. 35401). We do enjoy selling pianos
a great deal and think that it is a chal-
lenging and rewarding field at the same
time.

Qur little girl, Marcia Sue, was two
years old Oct. 7, 1965. She is our pride
and pleasure.

I would love to hear from Alumnae
and friends with whom I graduated. My
best wishes and salams to all the faculty
members especially those who taught me.
BCW memories will always have a spe-
cial nook in my heart which 1 will never
forget.

God bless you all.

Sincerely yours,
Sumaya Akel Flowers

Dear Friend :

...Here is our latest : We have been
transferred to the Cape Kennedy area
where my husband is working long hours
in a specialty that combines engineering
and mathematics; of significance is that
he taught mathematics at BCW during
1947-48.

As for me, T am practising nursing
on a very small scale in a nearby hospi-
tal. We have two girls of school age. 1
hope some day they’ll be at BCW.

Very sincerely yours

Nuha Hitti Stephan

3340 Zaharis PL.,
Titusville — Florida 32780
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Vital Milestones

Married

— Diana Sarruf BA’62 to Mr. Su-
leiman Audeh in June 1965.

— Rita Injejikian BA’62 to Mr.
Zohrab Dishakjian on July 11, 1965. Mr.
Z. Dishakjian is a graduate of Haiga-
zian College and is teaching at an Arme-
nian institution. Rita is working as a
secretary with a commercial company.

— Siham Sabbah BA’61 to Mr. Ri-
yad Taha, owner of the ‘Kifah’ newspa-
per, on August 8, 1965.

— Amal Bakeer BA’63 to Mr.
Mustafa Hamid on August 18, 1965 in
Amman.

— Nada Suleiman BA’62 to Mr.
Saba G. Saba on September 19, 1965.
Mrs. Saba has continued teaching at the
Beirut Evangelical School for Girls.

— Rajiha Mahmoud BA’63 to Mr.
Abdul Rahman Saghir, Professor of Plant
Physiology at the AUB School of Agri-
culture on September 25, 1965. Rajiha is
presently teaching at the Beirut Evangeli-
cal School for Girls.

— Muna Mu’asher BA’64 to Mr.
Bassam Bakheet on September 26, 1965
in Amman.

— Nawal Sa’ab AA’64 to Dr. Anis
Obeid on October 1965.

— Nazik Shamma’ BA’65 to Mr.
Wajih Shamy, electrical engineer, on
October 21, 1965.

Born to

— Nelly Saab Nasr AA’61 who is
living in Bahrain, a baby girl, May, in
September 1965.
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— Nadia Abu Rustum Sartan AA’SS
a baby boy, Samir, on June 6, 1965 in
Tripoli.

— H. R. H. Princess Ferial Ershaid
Muhammad AA’63, her first baby boy,
Talal, on July 26, 1965 in Amman.

— Aida Al Faquih Abi Murshid
BA’60 a baby girl, Nada, July 27, 1965.

— Siham Asrawi Hamzeh AA’58 a
baby boy, Marwan, on August 20, 1965.

— Siham Sakakini Jubeily BA’59 a
baby girl, Randa, on September 1, 1965.

— Sumaya Khoury Fanous BA’60
a baby boy, Ghassan, on September 8,
1965, in Tripoli, Libya.

— Nabila Saab Raydan BA’58 a
baby boy, Nizar, on October 4, 1965.

— Aida Jabbour Gedah AA’62 a
baby boy, Awni, on October 7, 1965.

— Afaf Maasry Costandi BA’64 a
baby girl, Clara, on October 8, 1965.

— Ellen Habayeb Ghantous AA’61
a baby boy, George, her first on Octo-
ber 19, 1965.

— Catherine Haber Nahas AA’63 a
baby girl, Juliana, on October 25, 1965.

— Aida Nakhleh Khoury AA’64 a
baby girl, Lina, her first on October 28,
1965, in Tripoli.

— Daad Najm Jabara BA’63, Asst.

to Dean of Students, her first baby boy,
Amer, on November 2, 1965.

— Mona Nuwayhed Ibrahim BA’60
a baby girl, Rima, on Nov. 19, 1965.

— Najeebeh Usseiran Alami AA’44
twin girls, Randa and Samar, on Novem-
ber 21, 1965.

— Najwa Munla Mroueh BA’63 a
baby boy on Nov. 26, 1965. The baby
was called Haseeb after his late father.
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Alumnae News

— Dr. May (Husni) Palacios AA’45
has been appointed assistant professor of
psychology at Ball State University,
Muncie, Indiana. Dr. Palacios received
her BS degree from Utah State Universi-
ty. She holds an M.A. from Stanford
University and received her Ph. D. from
Purdue University. She has taught at
Purdue University, North Carolina Col-
lege and Wichita State University. She is
a member of the American Psychologi-
cal Association, American Association
for the Advancement of Science and
Sigma Xi.

She and her husband, Dr. John R.
Palacios, live at 218 E. 34th St., Marion,
Indiana. They have two sons, Richard
and John.

— Shuokrieh R. Kassis BA’60 re-
ceived a Master of Science degree from
the School of Library Science at Sim-
mons College, Boston, Massachusetts on
June 13, 1965.

— Nadia Ashoush BA’65 is work-
ing in the research department of a pe-
troleum company in Kuwait.

— Fawziah Bsat BA’65 is studying
for her M.A. in Arabic at AUB.

— Nazarene Daher BA’65 is study-
ing for her M.A. in Education at AUB.

— Lesley Marrash BA’65 and Sana
Assyran BA’65 are studying for their
M.A. in Psychology at AUB.

— Evelyn Hobeika BA’63 is back
in Beirut from Kuwait teaching at Ahli-
yah and Pinewood Colleges.

— Nora Shirajian BA’58 returned
to Beirut after receiving her MLS (Mas-
ter Library Science) last June from State
University College in Geneseo, N. Y.
She is the chief librarian at Haigazian
College.

— Mona Nuwayhed Ibrahim BA’60
is on a visit in Lebanon. She will leave
for the US.A. in January 1966.

— Dalal Asfour Sawaya BA’60 left
for the U.S.A. to join her husband Mr.
Jack Sawaya, Public Relations officer at
International College, who is on a spe-

cial assignment for the development fund
at I.C.

— Wadad Mansour Sliheet AAS’64
is back in Beirut from Libya.

— Dr. Najla Naaman AA’46, former
BCW physician, left for the USA for
further study in obstetrics. She was grant-
ed a fellowship at Worchester Founda-
tion, Shrewsbury, Mass.

On behalf of the Alumnae, students and faculty of the Beirut College
for Women, the Bulletin extends deep sympathy to:

— Mrs. Najwa Mroueh on the death of her husband, Mr. Haseeb
Mroueh, who passed away on August 29, 1965 in Beirut.

— Mrs. Leila Hourani on the death of her father, Mr. Amin Kawar,
who passed away on September 7, 1965 in Amman.

— Miss Frieda Haddad on the death of her brother, Dr. Amin Had-
dad, who passed away on October 4, 1965 in Beirut.

— The family of Dr. Pergrouhi Cheterian Asfar AA’28 who passed
away on November 16, 1965 in Beirut.

— Mrs. Leila el Khalil Sabra, on the death of her father.
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The Cultural Programme of the Alumnae Association

Under the main theme of the Dilemma of Modern Man and Contem-
porary Literature the following will be dealt with :

November 2nd

December 14th

January 1l1lth

February 8th

March 8th

April 12th

May 10th

June 14th

EXISTENTIALISM a lecture by Prof. René Habachi

Jean - Paul Sartre :
(Altona & Other Plays

(Men Without Shadows,
The Flies) a book review by Mrs. Carl George

THE THEME OF THE ABSURD
Samuel Beckett :
End Game & Happy Days

a book review by Prof. David Curnow

Franz Kafka:
The Trial

a book review by Prof. Marcus Smith
THE BIBLE IN ITS RELATION TO MAN’'S CONTEM-

PORARY DILEMMA
a lecture by Dr. Charles Malik

Nikos Kazantzakis :
The Last Temptation

a book review by Prof. Hugh Harcourt

Herman Melville :
Billy Budd

a book review by Prof. George Khairallah
RELIGION A DRIVING FORCE IN CONTEMPORARY
LITERATURE

Paul Claudel:
Le Soulier de Satin

a book review by Father Luke Malik

All lectures and book reviews will take place in the Alumnae Room,
Irwin Hall, BCW at 7 p.m. Alumnae, their friends and husbands are wel-

come.

WINTER 1965
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1965 Graduates

The Alumnae Association and the Alumnae Bulletin extend to the

Graduating Classes of 1965 their congratulations and best wishes.

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE

Dilys Pierre Alfa Lebanon
Leticia Delfin Arcila Venezuela
Muna Yusuf Assaf Lebanon
Blanche Philip Fawwaz England

Layla Muhyed-Din Himadeh Lebanon

Nuhad Nur Kteily Lebanon
Suad Shukri Najjar Syria
Ingrid Alexander Parhad Iraq
Yvette Gurji Rabi Iraq

Rajabiyyeh Sulayman Rajab Jordan

Jumana Kaysar Jeha Lebanon
Amal Abdu Khuri Lebanon +8Sona Setrak Sarhadian Lebanon
Mary Anwar Kindarji Lebanon Anahid Stephan Tabibian Lebanon
BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

Jamileh Abhari Samira Farid Audeh

Iran Education Lebanon Education
Hiam Taher Abu-Hijleh Sonia Haroutune Ayvazian

Jordan Sociology Lebanon Fine Arts
Samira Ali Abul-Hajj Hilda Elias Bandak

Jordan History-Politics Jordan Home Economics
Izdihar Raif Afghani Fadia Ali Barraj

Saudi Arabia History-English Lebanon Fine Arts
Layla Fathallah Akrawi *Seta Krikor Barsoumian

Irag History-Politics Syria Philosophy-Arts

+Wisam Malhas Anabtawi Hala Muhsen Baydun

Jordan English Lebanon Home Economics
Mona Haddad Asfur Leila Khayr-ud-Din Bayhum

Lebanon English Lebanon History-Politics
Nadia Simaan Ashoush Fawzieh Abdullah Bsat

Lebanon Sociology Lebanon Arabic
Sana Wadl’ Assyran *Hayat Philip Dabar

Lebanon Psychology Lebanon Psychology

X Completed requirements August 1964
+ Completed requirements February 1965
* With Distinction
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BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE ( Continued )

Nazarine Hanna Daher

Lebanon Education
Zahia Ragheb Dajani

Jordan Arabic
Norma Mikhail Dandan

Lebanon Fine Arts

x Vartouhie Darakjian

Syria Education-English
Marlam Abdullah Day

Bahrain Home Economics
Meline Haig Garabedian

Lebanon History
Farideh Antoine Hallak

Jordan Home Economics
Hala Jamal Hammad

Jordan English
Grace Mgerdich Janoyan

Syria Education
Hind Jamil Kabbara

Syria Fine Arts
Najia Ali Khalil

Lebanon Sociology
Leila Khalil Khoury

Lebanon Education
Rudayna Karim Khoury

Lebanon Fine Arts

Hameeda Muhammad Khunji

Bahrain Home Economics
Salwa Adel Makarim
Lebanon Sociology
Lesley Badi’ Marrash
Syria Psychology
May Aref Masri
Lebanon Sociology
Nawal Abdul-Ghani Mikdashi
Lebanon Education
*Nadia Daoud Mikhail
Jordan Philosophy-Religion
x Hayat Hamzeh Mohammad
Jordan English

X Completed requirements August 1964
+ Completed requirements February 1965
* With Distinction
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Ferial Khalil Muasher

Jordan Sociology
Basma Riyad Muflih
Jordan Psychology
Tamara Said Mufti
Jordan Psychology
Hind Ahmad an-Nakib
Iraq Social Studies
Lily Butros Nakkash
Lebanon Fine Arts
Yevnigue Bedros Nassanian
Lebanon Home Economics
Mouzayane Tawfik Nassar
Lebanon Psychology
Randa Ibrahim Nuseibeh
Jordan History
Samia Adel Osseiran
Lebanon Fine Arts
+Nawal Ayyub Rihani
Jordan Home Economics
+Nimat Fayez Sab-el-Aish
Jordan Home Economics
Muntaha Sald Saghieh
Lebanon English
Rima Joseph Salah
Jordan Sociology
Sylvia Khalil Salman
Jordan Psychology
Leila Sadek Sarras
Jordan English
*Lena Nadim Sawaya
Syria Philosophy-Religion
Nada Yakan Shaaban
Lebanon Education
*Karam Tannir Shuman
Lebanon Education
X Anahid Souren Sislian
Lebanon Education
Ikhlas Bishara Tannous
Lebanon History
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Student Enrollment at BCW 1965 - 66

Statistics by Classes

Senior 74
Junior 48
Sophomore 104
Freshmen 264
Intensive Eng. 88
Special _ 37

Total 615

Student enrollment for 1964-65 was 557.

Statistics by Nationalities

Lebanon 294
Jordan & Palestine 89
US.A. 45
Syria 40
Iraq 1 ) 28
Kuwait 27
Iran 19
Bahrain B
United Kingdom 14
Saudi Arabia 9

Statistics by Nationalities (cont.)
Cyprus
Egypt
India
France
New Zealand
Turkey
Canada
Afghanistan
Argentine
Bolivia
China
Dominican Republic
Germany
Jamaica
Malta
Mexico
Pakistan
Senegal
South Africa
Sudan
Venezuela
Undetermined
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31 Nationalities 615

BACHELOR OF ARTS
DEGREE ( Continued )

Mona Hasan Tohala

Iraq History-Politics
Maysoon Kaysar Tomeh

Iraq Fine Arts
Hala Samih Tugan

Jordan History-Politics
Wassila Salim Turk

Lebanon Education

x Leila Najib Yacoubi

Iraq History-Politics
Alda Elias Yanni

Palestine Arabice

X Completed requirements August 1964
+ Completed requirements February 1965
* With Distinction
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
DEGREE
Mona Wadi’ Abu-Rahmeh

Palestine Science-Mathematics

Reem Jamil Barghouty
Jordan Sclence-Mathematics

*Haifa Halim Gebara
Lebanon Science-Mathematics
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BCW 40th Anniversary Development Fund

P

Goal set for alumnae share LL 150,000

Contributions received LL 35,156

Have you done your share in this Campaign?

Deadline is June 1966.

Gifts in cheques are made payable to :

Beirut College for Women
Beirut, Lebanon

WINTER 1965
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Please send your new
names or addresses to the
Alumnae Office to help us
keep our files up to date.






