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Dear Alumnae,

When I requested Dr. Rhoda Orme, our retiring Academic
Dean, to write a few “last words™ to all the Alumnae, I expect-
ed a sentimental message reflecting the usual break from a
“home™ where Dr. Orme has spent sixteen years of her valuable
life. Instead, she has rendered the College and the Alumnae,
by these last few words, one more great service by giving a
general view about the various facts and aspzcts of dzvelopment
at the College.

In bidding farewell to Dr. Orme, on behalf of the
Alumnae we wish to express our deep gratitude for all the
endless services she has continuously given to each one of us
and to the College.

May God bless her retiring years with happiness and
comfort.

The Editor

P.8.:Dr. Rhoda Orme’s message is on page 6.

Cover Photo : Dr. Charles Helou, Minister of Education, pins
the Gold Medal of Merit on Dr. Rhoda Orme
— awarded for her services in education in
Lebanon during the past sixtezn years, and on
the occasion of her retirement.
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Dr. Rhoda Orme

by Bonnie S. Nasr

The close of every academic year
brings its joyful and solemn moments —
the parties, ceremonies and farewells that
are such a meaningful part of our Col-
lege traditions. But this year the BCW
family faces a farewell that is difficult to
express in words: we must say goodbye
to our beloved Academic Dean, Dr.
Rhoda Orme.

Students and alumnae will no longer
have the pleasure of Miss Orme’s friendly
greeting, calling each girl by name.
Seniors will miss her devoted presence
and encouragement at thesis exposition
time. Graduates will never forget her
heartfelt handshake at Commencement, or
her personal congratulations at weddings.
Students will reminisce about hours spent
with her planning schedules and discuss-
ing personal problems. The light in her
office above the Irwin Hall lantern will
not burn far into the night while Dr.
Orme continues her endless paper work.

No one can equal her sincerity,
marked by a humble spirit and willing
service... her sportsmanship, so evident in
social fellowship and work... her philo-
sophy of life, ever present in her devotion
to duty. These are just a few of -the
qualities that make Miss Orme a great
lady. They are the reasons behind her
contribution to the College. They have
influenced the lives of many.

Her story of service and devotion to
BCW for the past 16 years is well known
by alumnae, but few may realize that she
has been a resident of Lebanon for nearly
30 years and has visited the entire Arab
World.

The year was 1929. Rhoda Orme had
been teaching high school in New Jersey
since her graduation from Smith College.
A letter postmarked Beirut, Lebanon,
brought greetings from a college room-
mate and an invitation to work at the
American Community School in Beirut.
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«The idea was utterly preposterous to
me,» smiled Miss Orme as she recalled
the contents of that letter. «However, I
signed a three-year contract as Principal.»

After a year's leave during which she
earned an M.A. from Columbia Univer-
sity, she came back «ready to stay onv.
She made a wide circle of friends in the
Beirut community including Miss Frances
Irwin, Miss Winifred Shannon, and Mr.
William Stoltzfus (whose sons she taught
in school) of the American Junior Col-
lege up the hill. She also plunged into
community service, spending several sum-
mers with the college girls at Village
Welfare Projects.

But history intervened to change the
course of her life. With the advent of
World War II, ACS was forced to close.
In the summer of 1940, Miss Orme was
among the last of the Americans to leave
Lebanon. «This time I will not come
back», she told friends. But she had to
leave her Druze chest and books behind
because no ship would accept such cargo.

Her trip home is an adventure story
which took her to Baghdad, Basra, Bom-
bay and finally sailing around the Cape
of Good Hope en route to New York.
Arriving too late to find a job for the
school year, she returned to Columbia.
For the next eight years she combined
doctoral studies with teaching, and toward
the end of that period came the call to
BCW.

The Foreign Mission Board of the
United Presbyterian Church asked her to
assume an administrative position at the
College. «1 hadn’t the faintest notion of
returning,» she laughs, «but in January
of 1948 I sailed out of New York on a
converted Navy transport bound for the
port of Beirut. I stuck to the ship’s hold
and spent the whole trip typing my doc-
toral dissertation which was the final step
to my Ed. D. granted by Columbia in
June.»
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. was that Dr. Rhoda Orme be-
soﬁl\le“;irst Academic Dean of the
e ¢ College for Women, which then
Belmbered about 100 students. «There
e have been more than 150 stu-

cou]gnatnd faculty,» claims Miss Orme,
?::cause we could all fit in Room 10 of
Sage Halll»

She shared an office, less tpan hf_ilf
the size of her present one, with Miss
Sabri in Sage Hall. Everything else was
in that building, too: the business office,
Jibrary ,chapel, bookstore, tearoom, c_lass.
rooms, mailboxes, and once in a while a
oat! It belonged to one of the construc-
!t;ion workers when Irwin Hall was being
puilt. Whenever it rained, the goat would
seek shelter in Miss O_rme's ofﬁce‘. «One
day, we decided we just couldn’t play
host to a goat anymore, SO Miss Shgrmon
and 1 grabbed it by the horns and tail and
said ma’salaamil»

College has grown by leaps a‘nd
boungl;eéince l\l%iss Orme arrived. The first
junior class was created the year after
she came, and when BCW was fully ac-
credited there came a big increase — in
students, majors and buildings. Her wgrk
also increased with the sudden expansion
of the College. Still, she squec;ed in many
hours of teaching courses 1n 'Englxsh,
Psychology. Education, Cqunse]mg_and
Guidance. She was Acting President
whenever Mr. Stoltzfus was away.

Her two years leave of e‘lbseuce were
spent in the States studying classical
Arabic, lecturing, auditing courses and
visiting colleges. And whenever she re-
turned to Beirut, she always felt as though
she were coming home.

Later this summer Miss Orme vlv]ill

acking her trunks again. Among her
g?)o‘l)(s wilgl be 17 editions of the TRl:
REME. BCW’s yearbook. «If I don’t
have room for all of them,» she says, «
shall clip all the graduates’ pictures for
a lasting remembrance.» No doubt the
1964 TRIREME, dedicated to Dean
Orme, will have a special place among
her souvenirs.

Her Druze chest will be tuckeq full
of Middle Eastern mementos, including a
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red Persian carpet and a blue and gold
Lebanese national costume. These were
gifts from the faculty and college, res-
pectively, presented to Miss Orme on the
occasion of her retirement from BCW.
Over 100 past and present faculty col-
leagues surprised her on May 9 at a fare-
well dinner in recognition of her dedica-
tion and devotion to the cause of higher
education for women in the Middle East.

Master of Ceremonies was Professor
Faraj Azrak, Chairman cf the Science
Department, who introduced the speakers:
Mr. Tewfik Khabbaz, Chairman of the
Board of Managers; Miss Marie Sabri,
Director of Admissions and Registrar ;
and Rev. Douglas Decherd, Acting Re-
presentative of the Commission on Ecu-
menical Mission and Relations, United
Presbyterian Church, USA. Each speaker
touched on a different aspect of Miss
Orme’s service in Lebanon.

«Dr. Orme radiates friendliness,
kindness and sincerity wherever she is.
Her perfect professional ethics and deep
religious convictions kindle love and res-
pect in many hearts,» said Miss Sabri in
her tribute to the person with whom she
has worked so closely in the College ad-
ministration. «To her, idleness and life
are incompatible. There is always work
to be done ,challenges to be met. Faculty
and students continuously look up to Dr.
Orme for leadership, counsel and guid-
ance. To all this she has devoted her life
without any regard for her personal com-
fort.»

The College hosted a farewell recep-
tion for Miss Orme on June 12 with over
500 alumnae and friends from the com-
munity joining in the festivities.

Tangible memories of Dean Orme
will be ever present in the BCW cur-
riculum and standards which she helped
to build. The Stoltzfus Library contains a
collection of art books, donated by artist
John Boit Morse when he was on the
campus last fall, which has been named
in her honor. Much more cherished, how-
ever, is Rhoda Ormer’s spirit of love and
devotion which will never be forgotten at
the Beirut College for Women .



An Address to the Alumnae

by Dr. Rhoda Orme - Retiring Academic Dean

I am grateful for the privilege of
saying a few «last words» to you. Re-
cently I was happy to see a number of
you, either at the reception on June 12
to which all Beirut alumnae of the clas-
ses of 1948 through 1964 were invited
or at the Alumnae Reception honoring
the graduates, to which I had to come
late, unfortunately, because of represent-
ing the College at one of the commence-
ments. However there are many others
living in or near Beirut who seem to
have lost touch with their Alma Mater
— and this we regret very much. Because
our work at the College is more and more
demanding, it is a physical impossibility
for us to call on many of you, much as
we should enjoy doing so. Therefore, you
need to take the initiative and come to
us. It is true that you may feel you know
almost no one here. Yet it is the same
College. I graduated from my College 42
years ago and all my former professors
are either dead or retired, but 1 would
never miss an opportunity to renew my
acquaintance with the campus which
meant so much to me. I do not feel that
way about the large university where I
received my graduate degrees. 1 do not
think that this is mere sentimental attach-
ment — this feeling for one’s Alma Mater.
Here most of us spent the richest, most
meaningful days of our lives. Here our
most enduring friendships were formed.
Here cur minds were awakenesd and de-
veloped. You may not have the tims, be-
cause of the demands of your family
or your job, to become involved in
alumnae affairs, though the Association
always welcomes «new blood», but you
~an at least keep in touch by paying your
dues and attending two or three times a
year.

It has been a wonderful opportunity
for me, in these sixteen years, to have
seen the College grow in numbezrs of stu-
dents and faculty, in physical facilities
and we hope, in general excellence. In the

earlier days it was more difficult to get
qualified faculty because fewer were
available locally and because it seemed
too far at that time for foreign faculty
to come. Salaries too were much lower.
There were a few physical hardships too:
cold classrooms in winter, lack of water
and the electricity going off hourly in the
Residence Hall and practically no tele-
phone service. Yet these physical frustra-
tions were minor and in no way affected
the spirit and growth of B.C.W.

Aside from the physical growth and
changes in personnel, development has
been rapid. For example, the curriculum,
after the four-year College came into
being, grew at too fast a pace and had
to be «pruned back». In a recent issue,
Dr. Harcourt wrote of the stimulating
new Humanities sequence introduced this
year, drawing its professors mainly from
the departments of literature, philosophy-
religion, and history. Thus the College,
in requiring its students to deal with basic
and universal ideas, maintains its liberal
arts emphasis, but, as always, it com-
bines a certain amount of the practical
with this and it has at the same time re-
mained sensitive to the needs of the Near
East. The library, since it moved from
its cramped quarters in the west wing of
Sage Hall, first to the top floor of Sagz
and now in the even more commodious
quarters of the Stoltzfus Library, served
by dedicated and trained librarians, has
played a central role in the intellectual
development of the College. Do you know
that it is probably the only university
library in the Near East with open stacks
where students may browse at will and
with individual carrels, where students
working on long research papers may
keep their books and work in seclusion?
The Senior Thesis, or as it is now called,
the Senior Study, has continued to chal-
lenge Seniors to their best efforts and has
produced some worthwhile contributions
to research.
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The College is constantly §triving to
raise its standards. One way 15 through
stricter regulations for admission. Whl!c
we still consider the academic recprd in
high school and the recommendation of
the principal as very important, we also
require success in either. goYcrnmem or
university entrance examinations. When,
after a reasonable period of trial at. the
College, a student appears to be either
unable or unwilling to do college work,
she is asked to leave, Through its Aca-
demic Standards Committee, the College
is trying to improve in such matters as
grading, assignments, nature of examina-
tions, etc. Since English is still the me-
dium of instruction and since increasing
numbers of our students come from
schools in which it is not, one of our
most difficult problems is in striving to
maintain a satisfactory standard of lan-
guage. We now have a staff of five
English teachers in a full-time, sub-fresh-
man program designed to prepare students
who are otherwise qualified to enter
College.

Because 1 seem to have highlighted
academic matters, do not think thai the
College places any less emphasis than
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formerly on that side of college life whiqh
has always played an important role in
developing special skills, especfally .in
planning and organizing, in working ».th
people, in carrying through responsibil-
ities and in developing leadership. A
woman's college of this size is the ideal
place to acquire this kind of learning.
From the days when I was in charge of
the Community School in Beirut, 1 have
been especially interested in the college
social service program and in the fact
that students not only study social theory
and problems, but try to do something
practical about them. I assure you that
we still have social service volunteers who
are as active and devoted as any in the
past. Visit the Neighbourhood House
sometime and see what goes on there.

There is so much more that I could
say about the College but space is limit-
ed. 1 am, of course, going to miss it and
you, more than I now realize. Association
with you has meant much to me in the
past and 1 do not wish to lose contact
with you. I shall be eager to hear ‘from
you and about you and of your continued
active loyalty to and support of your
Alma Mater.



From the Diary of an Alumna-Dean Rhoda Orme

by Nuha Salib Salibi, B. A.'57

The College is always viewed im-
personally by a Freshman — a beautiful
campus, a few buildings and a number
of people. There is present, however, the
anticipation of experience that will ult-
imately affect the student and make of
every site, building and person a mean-
ingful memory, And so it is that the
meeting with Miss Rhoda Orme has
always been a very dear experience to
most alumnae.

October 1953: A lady with grey hair,
red shoes and a red bag was a familiar
sight around the campus. As young
Freshmen, just out of high school, Miss
Orme was a very close link to our high
school days and the ever-busy teachers
there, who still kept in us this unsophis-
ticated urge to study. We loved her ever-
ready smile and the way she wore her
hair; also the interest she took in what
we regarded as our unimportant existence.
At the end of that year, one of our class-
mates impersonated Miss Orme in a
Saturday assembly. Where she got the red
bag and glasses is not known, but there
she sat, in one of the two centre chairs
on the stage, fidgeting with her hand-
kerchief, taking off her glasses and putt-
ing them on again, removing her handbag
from the chair to put it on the floor,
while the whole audience roared with
laughter, Miss Orme included.

Qctober 1954: The Freshmen return-
ed as Sophomores. That year, President
Stoltzfus was away on leave, so Dr. Orme
was acting president and at the end of
that year, she was the one to hand us
our diplomas and speed us on our way.
Many of us kept graduation mementos,
for the photographer was busy that day
and the picture of a smiling Dean is in
the album of many a girl.

Qctober 1955: The Junior year is
generally the most enjoyable in a college
experience, since a student has already
had the opportunity to adjust fully to the
College. the required courses have been
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completed, there is no impending gra-
duation date to meet, and finally, there
is no theses to mar the immediate horizon.
It is actually in the Junior year that all
students come more fully into contact
with the academic dean. Many of us had
gone to see Miss Orme even before to
consult her about majors and courses for
the coming year and in the fall we went
again for her final approval of our
schedules. Was there any chance of her
having forgotten us? If she had, we never
felt it since each of us was made to feel
essential in the total makeup of the Col-
lege.

October 1956: Graduation year. As
seniors we were all extremely busy and
full of our own importance. Yet that year
was the most vital in our college careers
and we knew that in a few months’ time
we were to go out into “the wide, wide
world”. Those of us training in education
were lucky enough to take Education 40.
«Guidance and Counselling». We felt,
even then, that it would be one of the
most useful courses in our teaching ca-
reers. It taught us not how to teach or
what to teach, but how to deal with our
students as potential individuals and
unique human beings. One of ths basic
maxims we learned was «Know thy stu-
dent» in addition to «Know thyself», and
I am forever grateful that Miss Orme
taught us that course, for whatever we
learned was imprinted in our minds not
only because we had read it in the books,
but also because we had her example.

Looking at the College now, 1 can
see many changes. Whenever 1 walk up
the lovely paths, enter any building or
see the students rushing about, T tread
shyly as a stranger, trying to find some-
one or something familiar to make me
feel more at home.

Miss Orme is so much a part of the
College that in leaving the campus she
will be taking a great part of BCW from
the hearts of her alumnae.
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The English Department

by Dr. Anahid Melikian, Chairman

English is the language of instruc-
tion at B.C.W., it is also a most impor-
tant if not the most important, language
in international communication today —
two good reasons why the members of
the English Department feel a great res-
ponsibility in their efforts to reach and
leave their mark on every single student
in the College.

In the two semesters of Freshman
English and the additional two of Sopho-
more Composition and Speech, every stu-
dent is given the opportunity to improve
and perfect her written and spoken En-
glish, and her comprehension of the
language. In the course of these 4 semes-
ters, she not only brushes up on her
@_mmmar, but reads and writes composi-
tions on a number of interesting short
stories, essays, novels and plays. In class
discussions and the more formal presen-
tations in Speech class she learns to ex-

Press herself clearly and to organize her
thoughts.

On the Junior and Senior levels the
Picture changes. These two classes are

English Oral Confest

offered a variety of Literature and Drama
courses — open occasionally to Sopho-
mores — and taken by English majors,
and others who are genuinely interested.
These courses cover the main English and
American literary periods with concentra-
tion on important figures, Chaucer,
Shakespeare, Milton and others, literary
genres like the novel and drama, as well
as Play Production — this last being to
a large extent responsible for the interest
in drama on the campus, and the many
productions, big and small, that we see
during the year.

Our six department members are
constantly discussing improvements in
the program, and we feel that our courses
offer a well-rounded program to any
student wishing to major in English. And
to all those who major in other subjects
we offer what we hope is a good founda-
tion in the use and enjoyment of a lan-
guage which is fast becoming indispens-
able to an educated person in our modern
world.

'l_'he English Department of BCW
held its annyaj oral contest on Tuesday.
i;.lne 9, in the Alumnae Room, Irwin
3 all. The -Alumnae Association, which
Ponsors this activity, presented the silver
CUp to Mrs. Jane el-Hawary, Freshman,
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who was chosen the winner of the
contest by the distinguished judges, Dr.
Carmichael, N.E.C.C. and Miss Wallarab,
Haigazian College. Our hearty congratu-
lations to Mrs. el-Hawary.



Development Report
The 40th Anniversary Fund Moves Ahead

With the help of a steadily growing
response from the Alumnae the 40th An-
niversary Fund on June 22nd, reached a
total of LL. 725,000 toward the goal of
LL. 2,100,000 necessary from alumnae,
friends and the Church if the Ford Foun-
dation Challenge Gift of LL. 450,000 is
to be completely secured. To date, the
Alumnae have contributed LL. 33,500 of
which LL. 32,725 has come from Alum-
nae in Beirut, where some of the classes
have organized themselves to secure a
gift from 1009 of their members living
in Beirut.

The following report of gifts by Bei-
rut Alumnae shows that the classes of
1928, 1936, and 1938 have secured a
100% participation in support of the
40th  Anniversary Development Plan,
Other high ranking classes are 1935 with
759, 1932 with 66%, 1947 with the most
gifts and 1933 with the most money. The
average gift to date is LL. 275. The
Tripoli Alumnae held a ball and are
sending in good gifts. The Jordan Alum-
nae are working on plans for good sup-
port. Alumnae in other areas are urged

o be a Committee of One to call upon
themselves for the support of Alma Mater.

Alumnae have established the follow-
ing Memorial Rooms or named projects
by special major gifts:

— The Habib Hitti Office — Gift of the
Hitti daughters.

— The Kaba Counselor’s Suite — Gift
of Mr. and Mrs. Adib Kaba.

— The William and Hilda Said Music
Room — Gift of Mr. and Mrs Wil-
liam Said.

— The Lily Sawaya Counselor’s Sujte —
Gift of Mr. Jamil Sawaya.

— The Dr. Neale Alter Library Collec-
tion — Gift of Mr. and Mrs Haseeb
Mroueh.

The Alumnae Action Committee
headed by Mrs. Anne Sarafian Ridge is
preparing for a careful program next fall
which will make the second year of the
40th Fund Campaign a still greater suc-
cess than the year now closing. The goal
is still 100% support for the future of
B.C.W.

Gifts made fo 40th Anniversary Fund

by Alumnae Living in Beirut

Beirut
Class Alums Contributors

1926 2 Mrs, N. Naamani

1927 6 Mrs.
Mrs.
1928 2 Mrs.

A. Damiani
E. Kanaan

J. Kazoun

Mrs. E. Shaffou
1929 5 Miss I. Mahmasani

Mrs. Z. Zeine
1930 6 Mrs. W. Khartabil

1931 5 Mrs. P. Hadidian
Mrs. E. Szegoe
1932 3 Miss M. Eid

Miss R. Ghurayyib
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Beirut
Class Alums Contributors

1933 16 Mrs. M. Akrawi
Mrs. A. Amassian
Mrs. N. Doumit
Miss M. Kanaan
Mrs. Alice Nahas
Mrs. A. Ridge
Mrs. W. Said
Mrs. C. Tushan

1934 5 Mrs. F. Najjar
Mrs. C. Zreik

1935 4 Mrs. F. Khouri
Mrs. J. Sawaya
Mrs. 1. Sethian
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Beirut

Class Alums Contributors
Mrs. N. Abu Izzeddine

1936
1937

1938

1939
1940

1941
1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1
4

9

11
17

21

17

25

38

Mrs. W. Kassantini
Mrs. J. Merjanian

Mrs. O. Ajam
Miss N. Ayoub
Miss S. Ghobril
Mrs. Y. Haddad
Miss A. Jabir
Mrs. S. Kurban
Mrs. F. Rafidi
Mrs. Y. Shoukair
Miss S. Simaan

Mrs. H. Kaidbey
Mrs. C. Abu Chaar

Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.

N. Dabaghie

E. Kanaan

Ch. Trabulsi
E. Hitti

E. Stephan

S. Alami

S. Khalaf
S. Musfi
M. Najm
F. Regier
T. Barakat
A. Haddad
A. Kaba
H. Khatchadourian

F. Halazoun
P. Katul
S. Maksoud

I. Battat

Mrs. A. Devletian
Mrs. 1. Haddad
Miss S. Haddad
Miss A. Hajj
Miss W. Jabri
Mrs. A. Karam
Miss E. Keusseyan
Mrs. M. Khayat
Mrs. M. Mudad
Mrs. P. Najjar
Miss N. Nasr

Class Alums

1948

1949

1950

1951
1952
1953

1954

1955
1956

1957

1958
1959
1960
1961
1962

1963

Beirut

19

29

47

47
56
47

39

61
34

55

58
38
35
50
43

Contributors

Mrs. A. Abdel Rahim
Mrs. M. Bardawil

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Raja Hajjar
F. Itayim

L. Melikian
J. Thadeus

A. Abu Haidar
S. Azzam
S. Haddad
A. Kanoo
D. Karam
A. Younis

S. Abdo
F. Fuleihan
G. Hanania

Miss D. Najm
Mrs. R. Shabshab
Mrs. F. Ghandour

Miss A. Damiani

Miss J. Abu Nasr
Miss M. Baz Haddad
Mrs. M. Fawaz
Miss A. Helou

Mrs. V. Hitti

Miss A. Hourani
Mrs. A. Hrechdakian

Miss H. Butros

Mrs. S. el Esta
Mrs. N. Faris
Miss T. Perides
Miss Mona Rebeiz
Mrs. A. Younis
Mrs. N. Ziadeh

Mrs. G. Leonard
Miss S. Moussa

Miss I. Saab
Miss Mona Habib

Miss T. Ekmekji

Miss M. Ekmekji
Miss Dolly Geahchan
Miss S. Majzoub

56 Mrs. H. Mroueh

Total

941

119

Total Gifts : L.L. 32,725 Average Gift : L.L. 275
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Alumnae Tripoli Branch Raises

L.L. 1,600 for Scholarships

To raise money for scholarships, the
Tripoli Branch of the Alumnae Associa-
tion held its first successful ball on June
6. 1964 at al-Muntazah Hotel where about
200 persons shared the pleasant entertain-
ment. The Tripoli Alumnae, who worked

tirelessly in preparing for the ball, are
highly congratulated on its geat success.
One thousand and six hundred Lebanese
Pounds were raised in order to help a
Tripoli student with her education through
College.

The pictures below were taken duting the Ball:

Tripoli Alumnae with their
husbands and their guests.

Dr. and Mrs. Odell, Dr. Orme
and Alumnae from Beirut were
the guests of Mrs. Abdul Wahab,
President of the Alumnae
Association Branch in Tripoli.

Alumnae from Beirut with
their bhusbands dance to the
modern rhythm.
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Jeanne Tumpane

Crowned May Queen at BCW

On their annual May Day and Cam-
pus Day held on Saturday, May 16, the
BCW students welcomed around 300
high school seniors from over 22 schools
in Lebanon. After their tour around the
campus, the guests attended the highlight
of the day, the coronation of May Queen
1964, Miss Jeanne Tumpane,

Pretty, blue-eyed Miss Tumpane of
Oswego, Oregon, USA, daughter of Mr.
‘and Mrs. James Patrick Tumpane resid-
ing in Ankara, Turkey, is a sophomore
interested in archeology and will attend
Mills College, California, next year.

The May Queen was elected by the
500 students of BCW and for the im-
pressive ceremony wore a powder pink
silk gown with shocking pink cummer-

bund around her slight waist.

President Frances M. Gray crowned
Queen Jeanne with a wreath of spring
flowers and presented the traditional
silver cup. Academic Dean Rhoda Orme
presented smaller cups to the four popu-
lar attendants, who were Princess Arpine
Burchakjian, daughter of Mrs. Lutfi Bur-
chakjian; Princess Fareeda Kusseibi,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fahad Kusszibi
of Riyad: Miss Maya Shaheed, daughter
Of Dr. and Mrs. Munib Shaheed of Bei-
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rut: and Miss Shoghad Varjabedian,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sisag Varja-

bedian of Beirut.

Following the crowning ceremony re-
presentatives of each class presented gifts
to their Queen. These presentations were
then climaxed by dancing on the green
led by the BCW Folk Dancing Group.

Miss Muna Muashir, president of the
BCW Student Council, sponsored all of
the day's activities.



The Thirty-Ninth Commencement
at BCW in Pictures

Dr. Charles Helou,
Minister of Education
addressing the
audience during the
Commencement on

June 20.

Dr. Morgan S. Odell,
Vice-President

giving his address
during the
Baccalaureate Service
on Sunday, June 21st. Dr. Anis Frayha,
: Professor of
Semitic Studies, AUB
delivering his speech
during the
Commencement.

One hundred and
sixty graduates
seated on the
platform during the
Commencement
Exercises.

Dr. Frances M. Gray,
President,

gives Nadia Said from Jordan
her Bachelor of Science degree

6 Asso.in App. Science
101 » in Arts
49 Bachelors of Arts
and
4 Bachelors of Bcience
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Miss Sabri visits some Arab Countries
and brings back Alumnae News

Miss Marie Sabri, Registrar and
Director of Admissions at the Beirut
College for Women, started on her yearly
tour to the Middle Eastern countries
early in April. Her first destination was
Saudi Arabia. She was accompanied by
Dr. Raja Nasr, Professor of Education.
Both were the guests of ARAMCO in
Dahran. During the summer of 1963 the
Summer Institute at BCW had 43 Saudi
Arabian women teachers for an element-
ary teacher training program. Miss Sabri
and Dr, Nasr visited the various schools
in Dahran, Dammam, Khobar, Riyad
and Jeddah and witnessed the implemen-
tation of the principles which the teachers
had lsarned the previous summer. They
also recruited graduates of the different
high schools for admission to BCW and
for the 1964 summer institute for teachers.
At the same time Miss Sabri had the
pleasure of meating a number of BCW
alumnae and brought back news and
messages from some of them.

JEDDAH.

Su’ad el-Husseini al-Jaffali, A.A. °53
is the wife of the Director General and
largest share-holder of the major elec-
tricity power station in Saudi Arabia.
They have three children. Su’ad is an
active social worker. She is Vice-Pre-
sident of the Women’s Society which
is fighting illiteracy among adults. Prac-
tical handwork is also taught to very
eager women and specially among the
Bedouins. Su'ad is grateful for the train-
ing and experience she acquired in the
Soczial Service Organization and the
Neighbourhood House at BCW where
she developed a civic responsibility which
enabled her to undertake these services.
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Adelaide Vincenti Bahu, B.A. 61 is
a housewife and teacher of French at the
American School. With the American
Ambassador’s wife, Adelaide is organiz-
ing an international club to promote fel-
lowship and social welfare work in Jed-
dah among women of various national-
ities. Raising monesy to help a Saudi
Arabian girl through her secondary and
college education is another of their pro-
jects.

Fatat Sukkari, A.A. 60 and Nawal
Abdi, A.A. 59 are teaching Arabic to
American students in ARAMCO.

Marwa Shaaban, B.A. 63 is a teacher
at Fatat al Jazira school. Marwa is liv-
ing with Princess Al Jawhara, daughter
of Saud el-Kabir whom she met in Le-
banon,

From Jeddah Miss Sabri flew across
the Arabian Desert to Bahrain where she
was the guest of the Bahrain Ministry of
Education. The secondary school in Bah-
rain will graduate its first group of girls
in “Tawjihiya” which qualifies them for
admission to BCW — thanks to the ef-
forts made by Mrs. Wafika Nair, Director
of Women's Education in Bahrain, in
encouraging girls to pursue their college
education. There are already 4 B.A.
graduates from BCW and a number of
A.As. Miss Sabri visited every one of
them and here are some of their news:

Safiya Dowaigher, B.A. 61 is the
first woman in Bahrain to receive her
M.A. from AUB,

Munira Fakhro, B.A. '61 teaches
Arabic at the Secondary School. Her
sister Sharifeh will be coming to BCW
next fall.
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' Faika Zayani, B.A. '63 is teaching
¢ at the Secondary School and

Arabi S
supervising practice teaching in the ele-

mentary schools. Faika says that she
misses College very much especially the
Jife at Nicol Hall.

Nelly Saab Nasr, A.A. '61, has a
baby boy, Ghaleb. She is a busy mother

and housewife.

In Kuwait, Miss Sabri was also the
guest of the Ministry of Education and
was greatly impressed by the fast develop-
ment made in various fields of education.
Miss Sabri invited all the alumnae to
the Guest House. Fifteen alumnae rang-
ing from graduates of 1954 to 1962 were
present. She spoke to them about recent
news of the College, the Alumnae act-
jvities, the 40th Anniversary Campaign.
“The large number of alumnae in Kuwait
need to form a chapter of the Alumnae
Association™, suggested Miss Sabri. In
response Mrs. Wadad Sabbagh Khoury
B.A. '53 was elected chairman and un-
dertook to organize the branch in order
to facilitate necessary contacts with the
Alumnae Association in Beirut.

News from Kuwait alumnae: Renée
Bouri Freij, A.A. ’57 is Acting Principal
at Rowdat as Salam for the Greek Or-
thodox community. Helen Abdelnour
Khoury, B.A. 62 is also teaching at that
school. Renée has a ten months’ old boy
called Ramzi.

Wadad Sabbagh Khoury, B.A. ’53
has been married for ten years and has
4 children, one girl and three boys.

Siham Akkad el-Aref, A.A. *50 has
three children, Aref 9 years, Azzah 6
years and Leila 3 years. She is teaching
at the Secondary School for girls.
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Husnieh Kurdi, A.A. ’56 is newly
married and expects her first baby. She
teaches at Rowdat el Jameel school.

Lulu Musa Farah, B.A. '57 has two
children, Labeeb 5 years and Hania 3
years.

Mary Antoun Asfour, B.A. 58 has
been married for 5 years and has two
boys, Dory and Danny. Mr. Asfour has
started his own industry manufacturing
water-proof material (Roofing felt).

Evelyn Hobeika, B.A. ’63 is work-
ing in the administration of Rowdat el
Jameel school.

Safinaz Salameh, A.A. 62 is a sec-
retary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Miss Sabri then flew to Basra and
thanks to Amal Shuaibi, A.A. ’58 was
able in 26 hours to visit four secondary
schools and meet the following alumnae:

Sv’ad Mukhtar Okla, B.A. '51 is
principal of the Government K.G. She
has two daughters, Naila 614 years and
May 215 years,

Rose Murad Raffouli, A.A. 46 is
teaching English at the Ashar Basra
Secondary School for girls. She has one
boy, Khaled, 4 years old.

Sv'ad Kadri Faddagh, B.A. °51.
After her B.A. she studied for two years
at the Institute of Education in London
University. She is head of the Home and
Art School in Basra. She is a member of
the executive board of the Basra Branch
of Red Crescent.

Leila Shuaibi Thukair, B.A. ’56 was
married in 1959, spent 214 years in Lon-
don, where her husband was the manager
of the Iraq Date Trading Co. She has
one boy, Ziad, 3 years old.



Manal Shuaibi, B.A. 60 has been
lately travelling in Europe and the United
States.

In Baghdad, Miss Sabri spent three
days visiting high schools. At the Bagh-
dad Girls College she met Dr. Su'ad
Ismail A.A. 48 who is the Dean of the
College. Her husband, Dr. Daoud S. Ali,
is the President of al Mustansiriyah Uni-
versity,

Najla Hikary, A.A. 55 graduated
from Ohio State University (M.S.W.)
from the School of Social Work, return-
ed to Baghdad in 1961 and is teaching
Social Work at Baghdad University. She
plans to go back to the States for her
D.S.W. degree.

Rajiha Mahmoud, B.A. ‘63 is in
charge of the practical work in the Social
Service Department at the Girls' College.
“1 take the Junior class to the different
social institutions in Baghdad which is
certainly a big and rich experience for
me.” writes Rajiha. “This will give me
a good insight into the society in which
I am living and at the same time helps
me in preparation for my M.A. Best
wishes for all BCW friends, faculty and
students.»

Shahzanan Shakarshi Yasseen, B.A.
'52 is in charge of the Social Science
Department at the Women's College. She
also gives lectures at the Sociology Dept.
of Baghdad University. She is married to
Dr. Mustafa Kamil Yasseen, director of
the political department at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. She has three children,
two girls and one boy.

Alia Gayara, A.A. 47 graduated
from Hunter College in New York with
an MLA. in education. She is teaching at
the Women's College - Education of the
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Science of Nutrition. Alia is expected to
leave Baghdad soon with her husband,
who is the Director of the Consular Dept.
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “T’ll
inform you when I leave and will send
you my new address because 1 want to
know your news”, writes Alia, “my best
wishes to the Faculty of the College”.

And finally here is what Miss Sabri
reported from Jordan where she spent a
week visiting 20 secondary schools in
Amman, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Ramal-
lah, Nablus and Bier Zeit. At Princess
Alia Secondary School, Miss Sabri met
the Principal and nine teachers who are
BCW alumnae. At Queen Zein School
the Principal and six teachers are BCW
alumnae. Also in Ramallah, the UNRWA
Vocational Training School in Tireh has
seven BCW alumnae among its teachers.

In Amman, Miss Sabri met some of
the Alumnae at the YWCA where she
had a chance to talk to them about the
college news and brought to the Alumnae
office many corrected addresses, In Je-
rusalem, Miss Sabri met Nevart Yaghlian,
B.Sc. '58 who did her graduate work al
Ohio State University. While studying
for her M.A. Nevart was the Head Re-
sident of a dormitory at O.S.U. and then
Assistant International Student Advisor.
She returned to Jerusalem where she is
working for different associations and
preparing with other alumnae to form a
chapter of the Alumnae Association in
the West Bank. Next year she will teach
chemistry at the Nursing School, Victoria
Hospital,

Claudette Ayoub Habesch, B.A. '60
is married and has one son, two years.
“I am missing College.” Claudette writes,
“and I hope to meet many alumnae when
the Jerusalem Branch of the Alumnac
Association is organized.”
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: _-'al Meeting and Elections

venty-five Beirut alumnae attended
] Meeting which was held in
Auditorium on Saturday, June
at 5:00 p.m. Mrs. Lily Sawaya,
t, welcomed the new alumnas
| then gave a general report about the
s activities of the year. The high-
the Monthly Book Review
successfully directed by Mrs.
jvan, the Art Exhibit which
ce in February and the Ball held
e Tripoli alumnae on June 6th. The
al Alumnac Dinner, added Mrs.
was withheld this year in order
all efforts around the 40th
Development Campaign.

'» orting on the Dzvelopment Fund,
Anne Ridge, Chairman of the Ac-

‘ommittee, said that 119 alumnae

have already contributed L.L. 32,725 —
a very encouraging beginning for the
three-year plan of the Campaign.

The election of the President and
four Board Members then took place.
Mrs. Lily Trabulsi Szegoe, A.A. 31,
was unanimously elected President :
Mrs. Nabila Jabbour Faris, B.A. 56,
Mrs. Dalal Asfour Sawaya, B.A. 60,
Mrs. Najwa Munla Mroueh, B.A. 63 and
Miss Ula Sarrafian, B.A. 63 were elected
members of the board.

A reception was then held in honour
of the new graduates on the College
Green where alumnae and their husbands,
the Faculty and Staff enjoyed an Oriental
Snack — Shawerma, Kibbeh, Tabbou-
leh and various pastries.

‘Alumnae Association takes great
in identifying sesven BCW alumnae
ten hostesses selected for the Le-
N pavilion at the New York World's
From left: Lina Mikdadi — B.A.
Hayat Salam — A.A. ‘61, Najla
: —’ A.A. 49, Siham Abu Haydar
A 57, Leila Chaib — A.A. ’S6.

Samia Sa'ab — B.A. '54 and Samia
Warwaki — B.A. ’56.

At the Jordan pavilion, Mona
Mikhail Dowany — A.A. '55 from Ra-
mallah and Doris Salah — A.A. '57 from

Jerusalem were among the hostesses. (Pic-
ture unavailable).
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Vital Milestones

Married

Nuhad Antoun Haddad A.A. 53, 10
Mr. Edmond Abdul-Massih Basha on
June 27, 1964.

Norma Elias Bandak B.A. '62. 10
Mr. Anistas S. Bandak on May 10, 1964
in Bethlehem.

Haifa K. Tarazi B.A. '58. to Dr.
Gabriel Baramki, Dean of Bier Zeit Col-
lege on July 5, 1964, in Jerusalem.

Mona S. Nuwayhed B.Sc. "60, to Mr.
Hafiz Ibrahim on May 17, 1964.

Marjo Verhaak A.A. 63, to Mr.
Thomas J. Corolan, Jr. on May 6, 1964.

Mary Baz Haddad B.A. °53, to Dr.
Andre Sweidan, Cardiologist, on July 4,
1964,

Mura Munir Haddad A.A. 63 10
Mr. Emile Yousef Asfour on July 5, 1964.

Born to

Siham Haydar Zeine B.A. 58 her
first baby, a girl, in February,

Suha Abdel Karim Saliba B.A. '5§,
twin girls in April in Washington D.C.

Suha now has three girls.
Salma Musallam Marshy A.A. 53,
her third child, a girl on May 1.

Sevin Khatib Barraj A.A. '54 her
first baby, a boy on May 3.

Dr, Aniseh Helou A.A. '59 and to
Dr. Ghassan Helou, a baby boy on
January 2. Both parents have been living
in Germany since 1959 and are both pur-
suing their studies in medicine at Heidel-
berg University .

Dalal Asfour Sawaya B.A. 60, her
first baby, a girl, Rana Mary on January
5, 1964. Dalal left her work as Executive
Secretary of the Alumnae Association in
order to take care of the baby.

sympathy to

On behalf of the alumnae, students, and faculty of
the Beirut College for Women,

Miss Nelly Abdelnour on the death of her father and

Mrs. Raja Fawaz on the death of her father.

the Bulletin extends deep






